
SPRING FEVER

A.E.F. WILL BE JUST
TWO YEARS OF AGE

ON NEXT SUNDAY
June 8, 1917, Saw C.-in-C.

and 181 Others Step Off
Gangplank

CIVVIES WORN AT START
?Twas Back in Submarine Days
and Ship?s Captain Didn?t Take

Anv Extra Chances

Two years old! *

Next Sunday the A.H.F., as tin organi-
zation, will be exactly that, for it was on
June 8, 1917, that it first sot foot on for-
eign soil. As newly born infants .should
bo, it was a tiny thing, but, as, a healthy
infant should do, it grew into a husky indi-
vidual?ji bit 100 husky for comfort, if we

arc to believe certain disgruntled gentle-
men of Berlin Jind vicinity.

On that June morning in 1917, when
General Pershing end his party stepped off
the gangplank at Liverpool, the A.E.F.
numbered just 182?the Commandor-in-
Chicf, 24 field officers, 30 lino officers, iSG
clerks, 4 interpreters and 07 enlisted men.
.And the Kaiser chuckled at this ridiculous
handful that thought it was going to be
an army.

Six days later Paris, which looked deeper
and saw farther, ? wont riotously mad in
welcoming thorn. And the Kaiser in his
wisdom chuckled again at the handful.

But on the morning of the following day,
back in the North River at homo, a lino
of'transports weighed anchor and sot out
for France with the first contingent of
troops to swell the handful into an Army
of 2,000,000 men. And all over America
thousands were concentrating in camps to
swell that handful further.

In ?Atlantic Port? Times
There wore no brass bands or martial

glory to accompany the departure of Gen-
eral Pershing and his staff from ?an At-
lantic port? on May 28, 1017. "But exactly
one year afterward, on May 28, 1918, the
Americans, making their first attack in
force, showed the world what the A.E.F.
had grown to and what it was capable of
by taking Cantigny. And two years after-
ward, on May 2S, 1919, the war was won
and more than half the A.E.F, was back
homo and in civvies again.

Strange to say, it was in civvies that the
first contingent came over. The submarine
was then at the height of its career, and
through the danger zone everybody,- from
the Commander-in-Chief to the most newly
enlisted buck, wore civilian clothes. For
the Baltic was a passenger liner, and the
White Star officials had explained that the
presence of even one man in uniform was
interpreted by U-boat commanders ns suf-
ficient excuse for shelling lifeboats.

Work began ns soon as Ihc ships had
been boarded. The A.E.F. had to he or-
ganized, and every one of its 182 original
members had his share in it. And, of
course, there were heat drills, which most
of the rest of us remember none too cor-
dially. And there were French lessons.
And there wore jabs in the arm. And
there was seasickness.

? ?*

Still, the original Yanks had lime to
read the wireless news and lo learn that
the Boot Mission had reached .Russia, and
that in America 10.000,000 young Amer-
icans had upset nil prophecies of riot and
rebellion by registering in a quiet and busi-
nesslike way for the selective draft.

Welcomed in Liverpool
Then, on the morning of June 8, the

Baltic docked at Liverpool, and the party
became really the A.E.F. as they first sot
foot in England. The Royal Welsh Fusi-
Iccrs were drawn up on the pier to greet
them and a special train was waiting to
carry them to London. In the English
capital the officers were quartered at the
Savoy Hotel, while the famous Tower of
London, whore the little princes were mur-
dered and where Anno Boleyn was be-
headed, became a temporary barracks for
the enlisted men.

General Pershing called upon King
George on the next djiy at Buckingham
Palace. ?I am very glad to welcome you.?
said the British monarch to the American
soldier. ?It lias always been my dream
that some day the two English-speaking
nations should light side by side in the
greatest cause that any nation could light
for?civilization.?

HOME GIRL FIRST
IN YANK?S HEART

Still, 30 a Day Are Married
to Mademoiselles of

France

Predictions made in the bobbin inff of the
war that if an Army of 3,001).000 men was
sent to Franco not less than GO.OOO of thorn
would marry while they were away, has
been disproved by the A.H.F.

According to the host authorities, not
more than G.OOO odiccrs and soldiers will
have married in France when the last
soldier i;oes home. The pessimistic sweet-
heart who made that prediction may not
he ainonyr them, hut, at. least there are
more than aO.OGO Mi?! c - in the United Slates
who are the happier that, despite her
famed beamy and attractiveness, the ijirl
of France has failed to win the Yank to

the extent it was first feared.
But even if she has not lived up to what

was expected of.her the mademoiselle is
daiiv saining new victories and ii. is esti-
mated that about 30 a. day arc.being mar-
ried to Americans at the present time. The
increase in the marriage rate toward the
end is duo. to several causes, the most im-
portant beiiiK that the Yank has more time
now to think of love than daihiK the hos-
tilities and because it has been made much
easier for him to he married L! iron ah the
courtesy of the French Minister of Justice
and the Procnreur de la Kepublifiuie in
Paris.

Banns \codu"t Be Published
Time honored traditions and customs have

been put aside so as to make it easier for
the American soldier to marry during a
.short-leave period, without the usual ton-
day publication of banns. It is oven pos-
sible now for a soldier, who is; likely to
move at any time, to apply for his papers
in the morning and have thorn in time in
the afternoon to be married at the conven-
ience of the Claire.

The Mai re is the absolute dictator as lo
whether iio will many two people or not
and ho cannot be brought Lo hurry except
by diplomacy.

Although the \ioll has -been heaviest
among the enlisted men. many ollicers have
married while in the A.E.F. Recently a
record number of officers, one major, three
captains and throe lieutenants, applied in
one day for life assignments.

Not all marriages in the A.E.F. have
been between the Yank and the mademoi-
selle. The English gills; including mem-
bers of the W.A.A.C. attached to the
A.E.F., have gained many victories over
the Americans in love.

AUTO SCHOOL SENDS
770 P.G. MECHANICS

Taps Sounds for Motor Doc-
. tors at College at

Romorantin
Homeward-bound movements caused taps

to he blown on the last semester of the
largest automobile mechanics? training
school in Hus A.E.F., nt Uomorantin, this
week.

Over 1,015 men were admitted to the
school during its life, and of this number
770 were graduated and certified as being
good automobile mechanics. The Inst con-
tingent of students loft ibis week for their
own divisions, which are in the A. of O.
or moving lo the base pons.

Not only have?the men been trained as
general mechanics, hut many specialists
were graduated from the school. ?Che
school was started September 20, 10IS,
when 100 men and three ollicers with 200
students moved to Romorantin and took
over the Air Service Transportation Shops.

At the present time there are approxi-
mately 10,255 motor vehicles of all descrip-
tions nt Hie Motor Reserve Park, where
the school was held. These include Amer-
ican cars as follows: Passenger ears. 301;
trucks, 2,917; ambulances, 2,0(52; motor-
cycles, 7S: motorcycles and sidecars, 319;
trailers, 3,736. There are 2,430 foreign-
made vehicles at the park. About 1,000
cars arc arriving at the park every week
and classified as to condition and make
and then put in separate field parks, where
they await to he sold by the American
Government.
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under arrest, and they wore haled before
the A.P.M.

The alibis of the arrests held good. In
the first place, they were already prisoners,
passing by on their way from work. In
the second place, they were from the very
same company the parading M.IVs were
and were only kidding.

An example of how the complexion of a
unit changes is shown by Battery B, 343rd
Kidd Artillery, billeted at Wintcrich, a
village snuggling

#
on the banks of the

Moselle. When the* battery organized there
were only four men who were not from
Texas or Oklahoma, the states from which
the 90th Division hails. 'When demobiliza-
tion slips were made out the other day. it
was .found that members of the company
had to be sent to 10 different demobiliza-
tion camps, and that there were men from
25 states.

Prohibitionists, please investigate! In
targe, hold letters on the Y.W.C.A. Hostess
House in Coblenz are the words ?MUnch-
-oner-T4Uwenbrn.il, M which means about the
same in Germany asScblitz or Pabst means
in the U.S.A. Music comes out of the cafC*
at almost any hour from noon to midnight.
Go inside and you see doughboys and
Yankee girls'"ordering, up drink after drink
?of chocolate. The hostess house was
formerly a fashionable hotel and caf£.

German recruiting posters, displayed jyst
outside the occupied area, copies of which
have been received at 90th Division head-
quarters at Berncastel, have created con-
siderable amusement, because the appeal
for recruits starts appropriately with the
word ?Kamerad" in large, black letters at.
the top of the sheets. After passing tho
zone of American occupation, walls and
trees are plastered with these posters.

on Tuesdays. Thursdays and Saturdays,
between -1 and G p.m., the people in and
around Andornach got an idea of what real
warfare sounds like. On those days, and
at the appointed hours, the Americans de-
stroy tons and tons of captured German
explosives and ammunition. Hand gren-
ades. potato mashers, big gun shells and
other explosives arc collected and pul into
huge pita, dug by the Gormans. The pits
are wired and the mere pressing of the
button does the trick.

Here is one of the stories being told in ;
Coblenz: !

A young American lieutenant had been
billeted witli the same German family for
four months. One day he gave his uni-
form to the German housewife to have it
cleaned and pressed. \u25a0 Upon lookingthrough
the pockets she found the identification tag
of a German soldier. After some questions
she learned that the German had been
killed by the young officer. The German
was her son.

In Paris the soldier tourists go to see
the Pantheon eta la Guerre, the huge work
of art depicting Allied war history. In :
Coblenz pcrmissionnalrea meet glaring adj- |
vortisements of tho ?World Clock,? sup- \u25a0
posed to show German mobilization. But
instead of finding the combined master- J
pieces of a score of painters, they find a
mechanical toy eitfht or ten loot high with
tin soldiers, tin Zeppelins and other tin

contraptions parading around on revolving
disks, the whole surmounted by the frown-
ing countenance of the late Kaiser.

Salvage ranging? from German clothing to
American ammunition was destroyed in a
fire in the Third Army Salvage Regulation
Station at Mcttcmich, across the Moselle
from Coblenz, on May 28. The plant was
wiped out, but soldiers prevented the fire
from spreading to adjacent warehouses.
The lire, which occurred at 10 o'clock at
night, illuminated the whole valley about
Coblenz.

Just recently some Germans got away
with 50,000 American cigarettes. It was
not long until this fact was discovered, and
the Marine River Patrol immediatelysent, a
detail over into neutral territory and recov-
ered the smokos, just before the Germans
were going to send them into the interior.
And thus again is virtue triumphant.

Military civilians no longer have to ob-
tain travel orders in Germany from military
officials. However, orders that have been
issued by the Army are good until the date
of expiration. All that the welfare work-
ers need now to travel is the order from
their own particular organization. This
lakes in the K. of C., the V.M.C.A., Salva-
tion Army, Red Cross, J.W.13. and all.

The clock on the old town hall in Cob-
lenz, built- in 1470, may not be as correct
as many others, but more people look nl it
than any other timepiece. Below the clock
is a Jolly old man who rolls his eyes with
every swing of the pendulum and sticks out
his tongue every time the clock strikes.

ACCIDENTS PLENTY
IN THIRD ARMY AREA

Surgeon General Is Out to
Get Didn?t-Know-It-Was-

Loaded Kind
Into that part of the a.IS.F. left unpes-

JLcred by the. Germans and germs, accidents
arc making a heavy inroad, according to
statistics available from the Third Army.

From January 1 to April 11 there were
7611 deaths In the Third Army, 60?8 per
cent ?of which were caused by accidents.
During recent weeks the percentage of
deaths from accidents has risen to 25 per
cent. While the death rate from disease
has been steadily decreasing, that from
injuries suffered in accidents has not.

In the Third Army during a recent week
121 cases wore brought into evacuation
hospitals. Of these, 27 were the result of
athletics or play, 25 were caused by motor
vehicles, 11 by gunshot wounds, H by ani-
mals and II were miscellaneous. The sur-
geon of the Third Army has started a cam-
paign to decrease the number of motor and
gunshot accidents.

What Caused Them All
An analysis of these two kinds of acci-

dents in the weeks mentioned above showed
that, of the motor injuries, ten resulted
from collisions, five from defective brakes,
four from cranking machines, two from
carelessness in driving, one from the jam-
ming of an accelerator, and one from driv-

ing nl flight without lights. Thirteen of
the accidents were wjlh motorcycles, eight
with trucks and four with other types of
motor cars.

The gunshot wounds, many of which
wore serious, were caused in part as fol-
lows: One by accidental discharge of rifle
while cleaning, one by accidental discharge
of defective revolver, two by explosions of
rifles at target practice, one by explosion
of box of ammunition, one by explosion of
hand grenade, one by accidental discharge
of revolver while loading and three shot by
other soldiers.

It was found (hat. 02 of 210 cases of
gunshot wounds? followed accidental dis-
charges of revolvers and 28 accidental dis-
charges of rifles. Fifteen were shot by
unknown persons, two by sentries, eight
hurt in explosions, one by attempted sui-
cide, and 70 wore injured by causes not yeto
ascertained. ? * j|
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WITH THE REGULAR DIVISIONS ON THE RHINE
In the* club rooms the Knights of

Columbus «.t Coblenz and in the maih
lobby of the Feat Hall are two bulletin
boards, both of them as characteristically
American as the genuine Yankee twang
and the doughboy?s desire to call it a war
and go home. The K.C. board contains
sketches, bits of poetry, cartoons, take-offs
on various personages in the Third Army
and announcements. There is always a
crowd in front, reading and smiling. And
hero, picked at random, are some of the
things on the Fest Hall board.

Program for the corning \u25a0week?s entertain-
ment at the Fest Hall; an ad seeking a
watch, lost by a leave man when he was
taking an excursion on the Rhino; a card
from the States, bearing a young soldier?s
picture, describing him in detail, and ask-
ing that anyone knowing his whereabouts
notify a St. Louis family; an announce-
ment of new educational courses, including
a course in the theory of music; a dozen
or more inquiries concerning comrades; a
notice to all Chicago men to get in touch
with a certain corporal for the purpose of
forming a veterans* association; a call for
some ollicer to report at the desk, and an
appeal to all soldiers to go to church.

Victory Hut, the cafeteria erected on
Soilless Plats, Coblenz, is, it is claimed,
the largest Y.M.C.A. dining room in the
A.H.F. When it opened there were scats
for 720 .men at the table, and more have
been added.

Thousands of pormissionnaircs are fed at
the big ball daily. Members of the Army
of Occupation being prohibited from buy-
ing foodstuffs from the; German population,
soldiers cannot cal in the civilian cafes
and restaurants.

Meals are served at the cafeteria from
7 o?clock in the morning until 9 o?clock at
night. It is closed for one hour in the
forenoon and one hour in the afternoon
for cleaning up, hut, outside of that, the
service is continuous.

A six-piece orchestra plays from a bal-
cony, so that the doughboy dines to music.
'The hut is decorated in white and light
blue. It is a twin hut to another which
was opened some time earlier and is being
used for basketball games and other amuse-
ments. They are located on the ground
in front of the palace, the ?Kaiser?s front
yard.?

In the Third Army brig at Coblenz re-
cently there were 21!) prisoners, and of this
number 76 were The Gormans
were in for minor offenses, mostly for hav-
ing American goods in their possession.
A few were in for making insulting re-
marks about America or the flag, end oven
a few harmless near-Bolsheviks applied for
admission.'

After serving their sentences, the Ger-
man prisoners are usually reluctant about,
leaving, but the doughboy inmates arc
glad to sc*o them go. The buck who has
been AWOL a few days or who fraternized
a little too freely near Anheuser-Busch is
not at nil complimented by having a Ger-
man living with him in the same brig.
He admits that it?s a good chance to learn
the language by having a German near
him, but the big kick on this score is reg-
istered because the prison officer has taken
away all gas masks.

lie is an exceedingly dignified major,
such that it needed no second glance to
toll ihat he is connected in some way with
the Judge Advocate?s Office at. Third Army
headquarters; and he is betaking himself
with stately mien across a street near the
river. Along comes a flivver, heading
directly for the major?and he casts dig-
nity to the four winds as he utilizes the
aid of a few muscles and bones he hadn't
used for many years getting out of the
way. And then the usual thing happens.

?Guilty or not guilty.??? demands the
major sternly a few minutes later at the
oflicu of the A.P.M.

?I guess I am, sir,? says the soldier.
"Ton dollars off his next month's pay,"

orders tlic major?and he betakes himself,
with stately mien, his dignity restored, to
headquarters.

?Who won the war?? yelled a hard
looking; truckload of soldiers at some
M.P.'s parading on the Exerzierplatz in
Coblenz. It was too much for the lieuten-
ant in charge of the prize company, many
of whose members wore iwo or three serv-
ice stripes, wound snipes and Croix do
Guerre. lie placed the whole truckload
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Tho ? Company
OF AMERICA

'TSrviaH Preserves RoadsJBL. Prevents Bost-
The great Increase la heavy motor
trafficIs disturbing all road authori-
ties. They know it will quickly dis-
rupt ordinary roads, because they
are not built to withstand such
wear and tear
Tho only way to save the situationis fo strengthen (he road, and
Tarvia is tho one product that willdo thissurely and economically. It
has boon used on thousandsof milecof roadway all over the country. In-
cluding the Army cantonments,
with satisfactory results.
Tarvia" Is a ooal-tar preparation foruse in constructing new macadamroads or- repairing old once. It re-inforces tho road-su'rface and makesIt water-proof, dustless, mudlesi,\u25a0nd proof against motor-trucks.
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Gillette Safety Razor Company

A HEARTY WELCOME TO ALL
GILLETTE MEN AND GILLETTE FRIENDS

IN FRANCE
WILL BE EXTENDED TO THEM AT OUR

PARIS OFFICE
The few days in T.ondon were, filled with

dinners and receptions' but there was no
organized demonstration, and it remained
for- Paris to show with what enthusiasm
the new Allies could be welcomed. No
preparations had been made, but when the
Paris noonday .papers .on .Tune Hi blazonedthe news that-the wore duo to
arrive in a few hours, a crowd that made
traffic impossible packed the streets outside
of the Garo du North

As General Pershing stepped off the
train he was greeted by Marshal Joffre.
a company of French poilus presented
arms, and the Garde Ropublicnine band
broke into the strains of ?The Star Span-
gled Banner.?

Triumph in I?uris
Fronf there through the boulevards to

the Place de la Concorde it was a tri-umphal procession. The welcome was stu-
pendous. The French authorities expressed
their regret that word hud not been sent
In advance so that they might have ten-dered a fitting reception, but it is difficult
to see. l]£w grants of money and weeks of

preparation could have evoked a more soul-
filling spectacle.

Through the immense thror/gs the auto-
mobiles hearing the embryonic A.E.F.
moved at a snail's pace. French soldiers
in Paris on permission leaped on the run-
ning boards and led the cheering. Amer-
ican flags appeared from mysterious sources
and fluttered everywhere, while floV-crs
wore scattered in profusion from every
balcony window.

\u25a0 The English language blended with- the
French, for Australians and Canadians lent
their voices to the tumult. And here and
there might lie round' an American ?per-
haps a member of the Medical Enlisted
Reserve Corps or the Medical Officers?
Reserve Corps, then serving with the Brit-
ish. Their service stripes will forever rank
even those of the Cominandei-in-Cliiof. \u25a0

France greeted the IS2 tumultously, for
it knew that it was a token of the Army
that was to come?of the Army that was
to stand shoulder to shoulder with Its
French and British brothers and wipe the
Hun scourge from the map.
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