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St. Peter?s,
the Vatican
and the pri-
vate gardens
of the Pope
as viewed
from an
Italian
dirigible.
This picture
is probably
the first
ever taken
from the air
of this great
treasure spot
of Rome.
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In the lower left hand
corner of the picture
appears the dome of
St Peter?s, the largest
Christian place of wor-ship in the world. TheVatican Palace proper
in in the center fore-
ground, with the flowerbeds of Pope Pius X
immediately adjacent.
The white church spire
in the center back-
ground is that of the
Church of Lourdes,
erected by donationsfrom French pilgrims.
The site of the Papal
residence was formerly
occupied by the gar-
dens of Nero, and Pope
Symmachus (491-514)
was the first to build
upon it The present
palace was the work of
D. Fontana, built un-
der Sixtus V, ClementVIII and Paul V, It
covers 18M acres and
contains 1,100 rooms.
With its chapels, deco-
rated chambers and
museums, the Vatican
forms one of the great-
est treasure houses of
art in the world. TheVatican Gardens are
the only place in whichthe Pope can take ex-ercise In the open air.
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Charlotte Fatnhild. Central News.


