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The Journal ' Takes Ahtungnah
Around Town and Exhibits
New Yotk to Her Won-
~ dering Eyes.

A

NEngalikﬂ a!ua'noon last week T had a drive with the strangest womanh

. that has ever Visited New York. From her strange home in the frozen
.Arctm the marvels qn civilization of New York burst upon her bewil-
dpreﬂ eyenmatwee& Aol 4
- This woman had never seen a house fashioned ot brick and mortar—in
fact, not even a tree nor & ‘blade af grass,
Bhe had never experlenced the delights of shopping.
Ehe had mever worn that product of a modiste’s art we call a dress,
Sha had never ea,teu @ course dinner, mor, indeed, any dinner,
Ehs ‘had no conceptlon of bmuty as we know {t. What a Fifth avenus
bana prnnntmces “lovely® she deseribes as “so funny.”
I‘errumﬁ are unknown and laces a mystery to this woman,
Aaﬂ “pierhaps strangest of all, Is the strange fact that she has never known

' that fell, familiar fiend, jealousy.

a{w does pot know her 3§e~h&pny wamsm' At ]east she cannot eount it by
the rears. = 1 e
.ﬁmfhasmver known alther\astm or happlness, so she says.
Fhig curlons woman Nyves in & bm.ue of hides in Summer and hut of Arctle
Eae, iu Winter, .

‘She sleeps on the frnzeu sround w-lth a bear skin or a seal skin as a wrap-
ping.

Her entrees, rel'!ahps and deaeerta are ‘bluh'ber or seal or walrus meat,

Ehe dresses In bearskin, and lterally wears the breeches,

Night lasts for ten munlhs. and day two months, In the queer lmd\whence
.gha comes. :

' They have an ofld system of rotatlon of husbands in that land—a system
of which my companion on the drlve heartlly approves.

Hers is « vague religion, and government exists not for her.

Hﬂ- ideas ol proprietdary rights are positive, though mixed. She is firmly
nf the belief that all the world is Lientsnant Peary’s; that all !.he women are
his wives and all the men higs children.

Bhe is a Princess in her home land, having earmed the title by dint of
skill with her needle. Hers iz a haughty spirit, for she Is proud of her wealth,
consisting of six dogs, and pltles the poor women who have only one weak
pug or poodle

There Is nothing in all New Yerk which she would accept, were it offered
‘her as a gift, unless—well, possibly—a b!r.-yele.

Her name 18 Ahtungnah. Pronounce it slowly and phonetically as it 1s de- e

gigned, and you will ind it not unmusical. Ahtungnah came from her tuple

“home in the shadow of Mount York, the snowy wastes and white sllences ona

hundred and fifty miles north of the Arcile Circle and five hundred miles from
that elusive, much sought after North Pale. She may be the first woman to
see that baffiing point, for she came to New York on Lieutenant Peary’s ship,
Hope, and ghe will accompany his expedition among the fce fines next Summer.
She came to New York because her husband, Nukta, Is one of the hardy Lisu-
tenaht's friends and followsrs, and Nukta conld not bear 'to leave her behind,
and she is well pleased to see the hiz “seftlement,” with its many houses and
fts funny pecple. Already she is learning what a subtle, inexplicabls thing is
fascination, for her cuntempt for New York is mlns'led with an interest which
she cannot oulte understand, ;
‘Ahtungnal’s home ‘s in a basement room 'In ﬁha west wing of the Museum
of Natural History, in Central Park., It is a mnlr. nnrrow, well lighted room,
with a auge, roughly constructed bed of Hoarﬁs, a row of ‘shelves whinh hold
the few exira garments of whieh aiae and her ‘c@mnim ‘happen to be pos-
sessed. ‘Therc are two or three' Mice seats, which Keshi, the wealthiest
and most voluhle of the Fi au calohy, mmplamd&mﬂ high enough for
comfort. Four sharp-eared. sharp-nosed, wolfish looking dogs ‘share the shel-
ter ot ‘the mm. At m énd is a Closet, which “Matt” nensm;. Lieutenant
s erted Into a pantry, where he keeps the stock of
ngnah's. mantl' i!s.y mtta d&n mdnth atter
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Never Saw

of Grass, Till Lieat.

Alturigninh was dressed in state for i
her drive. She still wore her native i
foot and leg clothing of sealskin kam- &
maks, or leggings, with tha rich, brown{
fur inside, but Instead of ths Ledrskin |

ated pair of cassimers ones, whichjy
thoughtful “Matt” had secured fromg
some forgotten wardrobe, and the furly
shirt had given way to a ‘blus, cro-
cheted sweater, which, sans the hood, m
might have pleascd the eye of the most ™ &
fastidious of New York's fair cyclists,
Her short, black mane gave evidence
of a recent combing, and her face shone
from a llberal application of scap. All v 3
ef the littl: woman’s three feet ten Inches of stature and her elghty-five pounds
was burnlsked for the oceasion, and yet she had not the cleanly tra.mm of
the Amorican girl fresh from the bath., *Matt" explained that the odor of thes ;
hidcs she were on other than gala days wes Ineradicable, and for that fact he
asked pardon, But Altungnah looked at me with the complaisance ot one h
whom the mest carping could find no fuult.

“Are the dogs ready? questioned Ahtungnah.
She looksd doubtfully at the pair of roans.ln walting for us,

Was Ahtungnah afraid? Not at all. Ahtungnah was not afrald of any=
thing in thi- world but the Kokola. The Kokols is the devil as he 1= knoen to
Ahtungnah, She wes not famlilar with-his ginister accomplishments, but sive
il Leard her mother s2y he was feared by all wiss women.

She sprang up In glarm when she touched the yielding cushians o
carelage, but settled down agiin calmly when assured that the Kokola &
ngthing st ali to do with the aprings. Ahtungnah had helped to draw the flop
ping, dying walrus’s huge body to land. Why shounld she be afraid of any ot
the crextions of Peary's strange, tall veople?

The litlle woman with the strangely shapen face, like an Inverted pear,
ths smell, round, brown eyes, the ecopper-colored skin, in which was & dssh of
healthy read, the inconsequent nose and mobile mouth, sat in the cartlage with
the alr of @ Duchess. Tt was she who was contnrr!ng an honor. Was she not
a Princess becanss she was the best seamstress In (helr seitlement of alﬂt
tuples ¢n Cape York? Did pot her husband, Nukta, dwn mcre dogs than any
man in ihe sett!emant except Keshu? What were these strange péople of
* FPeary’s but big, blundering objects of digdain? -

1 snowed Ahtungnah the objects of interest which T might have NW
ont to a friend from the West. {*

The carriage bowled n.long' the east side of central Park untll it M
the Dbellak. -
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