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President McRKinley knows very
well that hils request for mone-
tary’ help for the starving and
naked Cubang, whose means of
self-support have been swept

i away by the warlike conditions

existing in that Island—whether it be a state of war

or not—will be heeded here by the people who have

' 8o often and so variously manifestad thelr neigh-
borly sympathy. Hut it i not the constant flow of
charity in thelr direction that the Cuobans need s0
much as help to achieve a position In which they
cin take eare of themselyes,

The financlal and domestic ruin of that
which has been the herole method adopted by the
Spanish military rulers to subdue insurrection; has
produced an amount ofindividual suffering that Is
traly appallng, 1t well to reduce this as
much and as quickly’ as possible, and to that end
there will undoubtedly be a ready and bounteous
gontribution, but if Presldent McKinley would sim-
ply carry vut the promises of the platform upon
whieh he was elected he would afford those strug-
gling patriots substantial ald and sympathy that
would plage them beyond want.

It is rather Iate in the day that the Spanish mili-
tary authorities ucknowledgze the need of outside
help and express theld willlngness to let s feed thsa
people they have made paupers. Humanity calls
upon us to furnish immediate rétlef; justice demands
such support as =shaH place the Cubans bevond the
need of charity. President MeKinley ig pledged to
work to restore peace to Cuba “nnd glve indepen-
dence to the island” His fulfilment of that prom-
i=e has consisied In appealing for charity, first for
slarving Americans and then for starving Cubans,
When Iz he going to do something toward ending
m state of things by which the starvation Is
causag?

CHARITY
AND
JUSTICE.

Island,

i very

A modest llttle scheme of pen-
gion reform has been started in
Indlanapolis. It is said that the
veterans there and in other cities
are generally signlng a petition
advocating the plan of commut-

ing all existing pensions Into lnmp sums equivalent

to the amount that would be received at the present
rates in twenty years. “Thosz who are circulating
the petition,” we are told, “point out that one who
draws $8 a4 mon:th wonuld, under the new plan, re-
célve at vnoe $1,440, enough to buy him a little home;
also, that o yerr after the adoption of the new plan
thée Government could abolish the Pension Bureau
and save the expense of supporting it In the years

o come.”

When It {s remembered that the annual value of
the present pension roll, exelusive of first payments,
s a‘huut £130,000,000, and hence that this project calls
for the pavment at one fell swoop ef something lke
$2.600,000,000, the fivst impression is rather staggering.
That amount = about equal to the entire bonded

. debt of the United States at the close of the war,
when cur financial obligatlens seemed 80 crushing
that most of our friends abroad thought we should

“abliged to repudiate them. It s three times our
present Inlerest-bearing debt, two-thirds that of

" Great Britain and five times that of Germany.

But these comparisons merely serve to glve us
gome idea of the actual weight of our present pen-
slon burdens, for it is an absolute fact that if the
seemingly extravagant proposition of the Indiana
veterans were adopted our financial strain would be
senglbly relleved, at least for a time. 1If we bor-

AN
IMPRESSIVE
REMINDER.

rowed the money for the proposed payments at 3

per cent, the Interest would cost us $78,000,000 a venar,
To obtaln such an Immense amount at once we
should probably have to pay 4 per cent, which would
bring the annual cost up to §104.000,000. Even that
falls so far short of the $150,000,000 a year required
by the pensinn list that the Dingley deficit would
dlsappear. In the course of a few years the bonds
could doubtiesa be refunded at 214 per cent, which
would bring the annual charges down to $65,000,000,
An expenditurs of $100,000,000 a year would pay this

~ Anterestgand provide o sinking fund that would prob-
ably extinguish the whole debt as sbon as the bulk
“of the pension roll would b disposed of under the
present system.

The present pension payments of the Unlted
Bilates are'equivnlefnt to the interest, at 2 per cent,
on & debt of $5,000,000,000, which Is greater than any
‘pational debt in the world except that of France,

The casual crossing of two live
electric wires Ignited a flame
v which made a wreck of the Chi-
NEEDLESS cago Colleeum, the largest bulld-
’ TMBEUY. Ing In the world, In twenty min-

. & utes. The flames sped more
swiftly than the feet of man, and almost before the
adjacent fire machines could be trained upon it the
massive siructure, wherein the now historic na-
tlonal eonvention of 1898 was held, had eollapsed in
ruin. The giant arches tumbled inward sixteen
minutes after the fatal collision of the wires, and
the complete destruction of the mammoth bullding,
the dispatches tell us, was wrought within four min-

utes more. Reading of thls swift annihilation of a
stately structure whose great roof stretched over
eight Acres of space, one feels rellef when the num-
ber of fatalitles is found to be but elght. The pos-
‘gibilities which this almost instant devastation of
the flames suggests surpass in horror the tragedy
vof the Charity Bazar fire in Paris. Only by the
narrow margin of a chance was the Coliseum fire
prevented from becoming a counterpart of the Paris
horror in which =0 many notable people of France
lost thelr lives.

*  The poasibilitles of disaster by fire were strik-
Angly simllar in both casges, except that they were
greater In the case of the Collseum because of its
greater capacity. In Paris the huge building, with
1ts doom hanging over it, was crowded with gay
‘baoths filled with light combustible materiale on
which fiames hungrily feed. In Chicago the great
MTI which rang with the eloquence of RBryan's
fameous sffort had been converted into a bazar sim-
flar In character, and itg lower floor and upper gal-
leries were simply honsycombed with gay sialls
euch as fed the murderous fire in Paris. In Paris
the flames encompdssed the entire structure with
ineredible swiftness. The escape of the fleeing in-
ragstes was cut off at every turn by & wall of fire.
 Hemnmed In, with every exit barred by a blazing
m they perished. The ons!a.na-ht of the flames

ANOTHER

i

had been sp sudden and thelr progress so swift that
no expedlent of firemen or others cm.!d regseyus the
imprisoned wictims,

Over one hundred people lost their ives in this
tragedy, and the lesson of it which was brought
home to all the peoples of a horrified world was
that foreslght and the utllization of all the means
of safety which modern times afferil would " have
prevented the terrible catastrophe. Thls suggestion
arlses with maultiplied foree in Chicago, where the
horror was repeated on a smaller scale, and where
only the mercy of Providence forestalled a still
greater calamity. As it was eight lost their Hves, A
little blaze starting from two live wires caused It
all. With all the development of electrical seclence
it seems strange that the lives of s0 many human
beings should be Imperiled by the neglect of so
small a precaution as the protection of wires in the
Interior of bulldings from the dangers of contact.
It would be an easy thing to eliminate the possi-
billty of such a catastrophe as that at Parls or as
that at Chicago might have been by the applica-
tion of saome simple precautions. Elght lives were
enough to sacrifice to negligence, Let s heed the
lesson of Paris and Chicago, i

The Journal some time ago of-
fered o prize of 350 for the best
MU definition of a Mugwump, It was

GWUMP inundated forthwith by commu-

DEHN]T'UN. nlcations of every i:iésct‘ipt[un,

many of them eclever and many
the reverse, describing the Mugwump's character-
istics with such opulenceé of detall that among them
&ll not the minutest feature can have escaped.

A large proportion of these efforts consisted of
long and patisntly elaborated essays, suitable for
megazine articles, treating the Mugwump from
every poitt of view and analyging eévery aspect of
his nature, The writers of such productions, inter-
esting ‘as they were, had evidently forgotten that
what was aslked for was not a dissertation, but a
definition. Nor could mere abuse or panegyric
answear: the reéquirements. Something was wanted,
brief, peinted, bright, and not so disfigured by an
animus on one gide or the other that elther the Mug-
wumps or their apponents would b; unable fo recog-
nize in it the essential element of truth,

After careful consideration the Journal has de-
cided that the requirements are most nearly met by
Mr. Harrison W. Vickers. ol Chestertown, Kent
County, Maryland, who says:

A Mungwnmp Is like n ferrybont—he wears eut
hix life by ¢rossing from one side (o (he other.

The only weak point about this suggestion is that
it 1= in form a simile rather than a definition, but
it Is a definition in essence, and it hits off the dis-
tinetive Mugwump characteristic so happily that
neither the friends nor thes opponents of Mugwump-
ery can deny its truthfulness. To =ay that a Mug-
wump s a consclenceless politleal traltor, as many
of the contestants have done, is to misgs the univer-
2al characteristica of the specles, for Muzwumps
are often honest and publle-spirited; to say that he
Is a high-minded patriot, as many others do, is
equally to confound generals with particulars, for
Mugwumps are fregquently trust attopneys. BSome
quality that is common to all the class must he
sought, and that quallty is to be found in the rest-
less vibration from side to side, and the inability to
form any lasting poltical relationships which ¢on-
stitutes the common dstingulshing characteristic of
all Mugwumps, good and bad., Mr. Vickers has hit
off this characteristic with what is much more than
a superficial analogy, and the Journal therefore
awards him the prize.

' The average New TYorker's
ﬁ ideal Christmas Is a eclear, cold

THE

day, wita snew on the ground
HAPPY and fce over the l!lakes in the
CHRISTMAS, Park, ana, -2 sourze, a good

dinner and happiness at home.
Yesterday the weather set up a fine standard which
will cause thz oldest New Yorker t6 wuaver in his
loyalty to his ideal.

Thers was no snow, nor lee on the lake,
there was blue sky overhead and a delicious tin-
gling air, succeeded by the balmy breath of the
HSonth. The weather was in Christmas mood; tha
blue skles and eclear sunshine seemed In sympathy
with the happy spirit of the yuletide, and the breezes
which whistled in from the bay were tempered to the
shorn condition of those of New York's poor who
cannot clothe themselves against the blasts 05 ex-
treme Winter. By many overcoats were not re-
garded as a necessity, and to those who have not
the comfortable clothing which Insures wdrmth or
the money to keep a fire glowing in the grate,
Christmag, If It did not bring happiness, mitigated
suffering.

Altogether it was a happy Christmas, weather-
wise and otherwise. Fewer of New York’s popula-
tlon were in actual want than a year ago. The
clearness of the skles, the sweetness of the breezes
and the kindness of fortune and friends, let it be
hoped, conspired to make the day a happy one for
rich and poor.

but

The encyelical on the Manitoba
school question just Issued by
the Pope does not Indorse the ex-
mSPUTE IN treme views of the Quebee hiler-

MﬂmTDBﬂ, archy on the ope hand nor ac-

cept the Laurler compromise on
the other. It advises Catholics to Insist on their
legal rights, but nat to refuse any partial repara-
tion within their reach. In the event of a failure
to secure anything that they consider even partially
satisfactory it urges them.to provide for their own
huhe&‘ls. and to adopt a programme of study har-
monizing religlon with literary and scientific prog-
ress,

Prior to the provincial act of 1890,the Roman
Catholics and other religious denominations had
their own separate schools supported by public
funds. That act established a uniform system of
public non-sectarian schools and prohibited the use
of public funds for any other,

Thera was a protest and a resort to the courts,
and the law was upheld, but the Bupreme Court of
the Dominlon reversed the decislon An appeal to
the Imperigl Privy Council resultec fn a declara-
tlon that the act of the province was donstitutional,
but the Dominion Government had power to invall-
date it and to guard the rights of the minority as
vested before 1800,

“The Governor-General in Council” at Ottawa
exercised his authority to reguire the Manitobha

Government to rapeal the act of 1880 and restore
the right to separate schools, This was resented
at Winnipeg, and the Government flatly refused to
comply.

The next step was to bring a bill {n the Doniin-

THE SCHOOL

fon Parllament compelling action on the part of
Manitoba, and |t was upon thig isstue that the Con-
servative Government fell and Sir Wilfrid Laurler
came into power. Such was the schogl guestion
down to the beginnlng of 1888, Then came the set-
tlement.

Sir MeKenzie Bowell, a Protestant Englishman,
had taken the stand for coercing the province. The
new Premier, a French (Catholie, offered the com-
promise that led to a settlement and brought gov-
ernments of the Dominjion and of the provinee into
harmony. The school system remains Intact, but
certaln hours are set apart for rellgious exercises
conducted by such denominations as desire It,
where the Catholles are in a majority they may have
teachers of thelr own faith, subject to the regula-
tions and standard established by law., Thi= Is the
gettlement whieh brought a certain measure of polit-
feal peace in Canada.

and

The epmplimentary reference to the Journal and Its

work In erganizlng the forilicoming Geeater New York
Carnlval, published yesterday nnder the headiug, “The
Metropolitan Spivit,** losg fts offeet throngh (Wb facl that,
by n composing-room acecllent, (he credit was rapped
out. The article wias an extract from the New York Sun:

In addition to sending rellef to the Klondike, {he Ad-
mintstration = digposed to stop the rugh I that dicection
by the Uberation of & number of offices from (he Clcll
Service fold.

The sassets of Philadelphia’s collapsed bank were ground
np in a pulp mill, and a bateh of worthiless paper s abont
all the depogitors have to show for thelr savings.

There are widows of the old selool gnd wilows fir
pension purposes only.

I'p to the present time the dog-fighting In Serntoriil
cirelos wt Washington I8 thueh moke exeiting than Spaln-
fightlng.

The opponents of the underground’ rdpid transit plan
are quite coufident that its defent would lenve the whole
mntter in the air, just where they desire IL

Hon. Lou Payn has resumed the pastlme of Quigg-
baiting and the cnmmnll(m in Mr. Plati’s pursery -is be-
coming proncuneed.

The appoiutment of a Rhode Isinnd man to be Mar-
shal for the Distrlet of Columbla places the Wome-rile
plank of the 8t. Lonls platforny on the ssine line of
prominence now being enjoyed by the Cuban plank of that
document.

President MoKinley bas pardonsd s bateh of small of-
fenders In order that his enpmles cinnot elalm that gl
the Executlve clemenecy Is belng extendsd to dishonest
bank officlals.

Notwithstaadiug the gloomy views of Mr. Comptroller
Eckéls the country is showlng no disposition toinvest in a
tombstone for [tself,

Party Government Iin a Hepublic,

It has been beld thaf a republie was only possibie
through a party government. History confirms the lesson
our forefalhers tnnght. The Electornl Colloge was set up
13 n barrier 1o the rule of party and He claim to select n
Presidens written In the Copstitution liself. But in prie-
tleal polities this provision of the fundamental faw wis
put aside and partles have made this Govermmnent what it
was and js.—Florlda Times-Union. -

A Case for Secoand Thoughis.

Terbidps, on second tliowzht, those who are beliind the
Antl-Cartoon bill will eonclude that it Is a gonid mensure
uot to introdnce. The people, while strongly oppésed to
the lidense which masquerndes as lberly, will not sune-
tion an lavasion of the legilimaute freedom of the press.—
Nochester Post-Express.

Rev. Mr., Putnam’s Mistake.

The pfule that all money, no matter whende Itg source,
Is consecrated the momeni i is pnt to a really beneficent
uge, Is a good one for eclergymen to follow. This rile does
not sanctlon partlelpation in fleglthnate enterprises. It
only decrees that when moner comes honestly Into the
possession of A person or organlzatlon with religlons, odu-
catlonal or eleemosynary porposes In view It Is entively
proper to furn it to good use. The money I8 lznocent,
whatever fts hlstory.—Syracuse Hernld.

New York Demoerats '-“'unt Pence.

Let us have pence! The Democratie prospect is bright
enough to mike pence worth something; It Is not bright
enough to withstand the dulllng effact of n row among the
leaders. It is not a difficult matter to (hrow vietory to the
enemy, and such a result the rank and flle ean stand If
the leaders can.—Bloghamton Ledder.

Good Government Polnters from Tammnany,

Mnaror-eleet Van Wyek, of Greater New York, an-
nounces that no one ean hold offiee under his Administra-
tion who Is at the same thne engaged In private bosiness,
Tﬁmmnny may be a terrible ogre of corruption, but it
ean sometimes give good government polpters to the
more upright munlcipalities.—Phllndelphin Record.

The Jounrnal Bogie Man Ahbroad,

Amerlean sympathy for Cuba I8 not confloed to news-
paper articles. The enterprisiug New York Journnl s re-
ported to be organizing an armed expedition to the island
which Is to bring matters te a hend. Mp. Onrl Decker,
the rescuer of Renorita Bvangelina Clsneros from g Cuban
prison, la to tnke charge of the foree, and when a Yankee
journallst undertikes a venture of this sort he will, In
the Interests of his paper alone, muake things bhum.—Notts
(England) Express.

Ounr Govermment Safe,

Mr. J. Pierpont Morgan ls back from Europe and at
his post sgain. It Is gratifying o know that this gnardian
of our finanelal system gnd the source of insplration of
aur Government polleies {s at least surrounded once more
by Amerlcan influences. Tt wounld be dangerbus to allow
J. Plerpont to linger too long In the vicinity of European
couris—he might take a notion to establish another form
of government in these his Amerlcan possessions.—Hous-
ton Post,

Hardships of Brass Finishers,
To the Editor of the Jourmal:

Through your valuable paper T take this opporlunity to voles {ha
deplorable condition mow exlsting in the brass-finishing trads. For
the past ten yoars hanles dn this b h of trade have been
compelled to work ten hours per day at the same rate of wages
pald to common Isborera. Our work is more eonflulug than that of
any other trade, and statistics go to prove that the average age of
a brass finisher is cither less than thirte-five yeurs, or he is com.
pelled to give up Lis trade owing to its being unhenlthy,

The foregoing grievances, coupled with the faot thet it §s ex-
tremely hard to seoure permanent watk ai the business, are, 1 think,
sufficlent reasons to demand the attentlon of the Federation of T.a-
bor and 'the publle in general, to see H# measures conld not he
taken at lesst to alleviate, if not enum!x ta remody, the growing
evils In this trade.  FPellow ‘% COTTeEp an this sub-
fect through the valuable agency of the Jonrnal Is solicited.

BRASS FINISHER.

Horses and Pavements,
To the Editor of the Juiimail:

Being much interested in Norses, 1 take the Hberty of addressing
you a fow lines on the subject of sanding the asphalt paveiments re-
eontly Iaid in the oity. I have scen mnd experionced the great in-
jury dope to horses duriug the vory cold weather, especially when it
inows and there Is frost on the pavements, rendering it so slppery
that it is almost fmpossible for them to retiln thelr fonting. 1
think this counld be easfly obvinted by sanding Lhe pavements in i
methodicsl manner, and placing sand at points wherp it could be
rendily obtained by thoss requiring its uee during the cold woathur
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NEW YEARS GREETING TO THE

NATION'S NEW METROPOLIS.

Well-Known Persons Predict That the Greater New York Is Destined 1o
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Become the Most Powerful Mercantile
Centre on the Earth.

New Yorkers moat intimately allled in politics, In commerce and in art with the city's glories unite In

appreciation of the popular sentiment which s to find expression in the Journal's celebration on January 1,
All the Interest, the pride and the ardent wishes of the patriotic may not be reproduced more impress
sively than In the following letters, which, resulting from varled methods of thought, from wvaried polnts of
view, and from varied ideals, in a word, are as one in applause,
Characteristic of individualities so diverse that it would be impossible to group them together under any
classification, thoy fall naturally under the uniting line of admiration for the grest Arerican clty, enlarged,

heightenad, made able to govern Itsell dlone If everything around it erumblad,

CHAUNCEY M. DEPEW GREETS THE GREATER NEW YORK

Ta the Editor of the Journal:
HE consolidation of the five boroughs fnto one great municipality

is-a elvie event of unparalleled Interest.

It is an event which should not pass unnoticed even by thoge
who congidered the consolidation fraught with grave dangers. As tj:e
new municipality is aboutjto bud forth Into a living reality, let us w!th
uuantmuus volee give hP!jlmm Ly welcome into the sisterhood of ecities,

All hall the Greater New York!
may she constantly grow in every civie virtue, and may each rucu:rr‘.n:‘
anniversary of her birth show that an all-wise Providence planned and di= -
rected the historle event we are about to witness,

On this anniversary of the new New York let us take no peqsimtltin"
view of her future, Rather let us each resolve that we shall work wlt!l
Her future rests with us, and it is

May her progress ever be onward,

|
i
i
|

patrintic fervor to make her best in everything that concerns her clvie life.
for us to say whether her progress shall be onward, or whether she shall fall short of the sangulne expactad#nl
of those whose dearest ambitions will be realized when New York becomes the second eity of the world,

I know of no more fitting way to greet the greater city than the éiabnmte festival planned by the Jour-
pal. " Let us with song and music and booming of cannon and flashing of Hghts announce’ to all the world Mq
there is born a new metropols, destined to hecome the greatest city of the earth, Ny

CHAUNCEY M. DEPEW.

- -
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ELIZABETH CADY STANTON HAILS THE GREAT DAY...

To the Edltor of the Journal:

ELCOME, Greater New York! May the coming year be one of
happiness and prosperity to the inhabltants and the municipal-
ity! May pur great city fulfil Its destiny as the greatest me-

tropolls of this vast country and the segond largest in the world!
That we have reashed this proud eminerce should be a matter for re-
joleing and renewed hopefulness among our citizens. It should spur us to
efforts both in public and private life eommensurate with the new dig-

nity which has been acquired.
\"a.‘st respongibllities come with this consolldation and extenslon of

muﬁlclpal functions, but the very title, “Greater New York,"” should foster
civie pride. In addition to the exchange of greetings between friends and
the adoption of resolutions In private life should come this year a hope for
the future prosperity of our great city and a resolve to live up to the high ;

standard of oitizenship implied by reslidence within our gates, o]
I have lived many years in New Yorkand have seen most marvellous changes. I have seen New York lt-' . |

self grow far beyond the limits that even the most sanguine expected. - I have seen the changes in the rnethadq
of transit and communication which have revolutionized not this city alone, but the elvilized world. e
We have mot.been without many and grievous Taults, but I believe our cltizens have always held withm
their hands the power to eorrect abuses, and the requirements of the greater clty will ring with them the p_ﬂﬁ'g;’-'.
to administer its affairs equitably. l,."T",, 1
Next to the joy of seelng women made actual citizens—and T have sometimes hoped to see even that miragi!p_' AT pi

come to pass—I know of no greater occasion of pride than to have had the happiness of being one of those
ELIZABETH CADY STANTON,

weleome the advent of Greater New York

MAYOR STRONG’S HOPES FOR THE GREATER CITY

Ta the Editor of the Journal:

Y wish ig'that the Greater New York wlill increase in pﬂpumtm.-,. A8
l| -
Fi

in wealth, In commerce, in art and in science during the nw;t-

fifty years as much as the old ecity has In the last half a century

f

i

BROKER CONNOR PREDICTS PROSPERITY

To the Editor of the Journal:

WISH and believe that Greater Newl York will start in with a year of
great prosperity, and 1 ho-;':e and pray that we ma:i.' suceeed in get-
ting honie rule for the eity that we may bs able to manage vur own

affairs and be free from the interference of countiry members of the Leg-
{slature, who know nothing of the reguirements ol a great city,

Undoubtedly Wall Street will have a good bull year In 1598 and -will

do itz part toward promoting the prosperity of the country by showing Its

faith in the growth of the country and It3 industries,
W. E. CONNOR.

T
l
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AGTOR NAT "GOODWIN COMMENDS

To the Editor of the Journal:

THE EVENT.

parts. 1 know of no bettﬂ'b,“' :

ter ;entiment for the New Year than this—whether it is ma‘da_ :

AY all the actors play well their

appiy to the actors wha portray the plctured life, or those ‘who
play the parts assigned to them in life's drama, -

The coming year is full nr hope for us all. We all trust that the

mentioned “better times" may become a reality.

er title to a great fete? WAT GQODWIN
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