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That
Gigantic
War.

worth making a fuss about.

When we engaged in war with a nation of 18,000,000
people, possessing a navy that some European critics con-
sidered stronger than our own and a million more or less
trained soldiers, our friends in England were inclined to
patronize us for taking the affair seriously.
at the accounts of the cheering crowds in the theatres and
intimated that the fight was entirely too one-sided to be
But never, even when Cervera’s fleet was expected

They laughed

to make a dash against the American coast or when Shafter’s army was lying in
the trenches about Santiago—16,000 men on an island that contained 200,000

hostile soldiers—was there an approach

to the excitement into which England

has been throewn by a war with two groups of Dutch farmers, numbering 150,000
men, women and children all told, without a ship or a gun afloat and with no
means of firing a shot’within eight thousand miles of English soil.

This excitement seems to have infected even the British generals,

so -that

Lord Methuen is credited with saying that his skirmish at the Modder River was
one of the bloodiest battles in the annals of the British army, and that; in pro-

portion to the numbers engaged it was
land is said to have been “stunned” by

the bloodiest battle in all history. Eng-
Methuen's losses.

General Methuen lost the enormous number of 73 men killed, 372 wounded

and 7 missing, out of a force of about 7.000 men.

In anv of the great wars of

history the engagements in which the losses were no greater than that are remem-

bered only by specialists.

Not to go beck to such incidents as that of Cannae,

where 70,000 out of 86,000 Romans were left on the field, or that of Chalons, with
its slaughter of 150,000 to 300,000 men, and not to speak of such modern butch-
eries as those under Frederick, Napoleon and Grant, there have been some blood-

lettings in British aninals that make Methuen’s look like a church sociable.

For

instance, Marlborough and his ally Eugene lost 26,000 men at Malplaquet.
: Wellington lost 22,000 at Waterloo, and when Pakenham led his 12,000 British
" veterans against Jackson's 6,000 frontersmen at New Orleans 2000 of them

dropped on the field. In 1841 a British

army 4,500 strong, with 12,000 camp fol-

lowers, was utterly destroyed by the Afghans in the Khyber Pass, and only one

man escaped to tell of its fate.

In fact, to make a list of bloodier battles than that of the Modder River would

be to write something like a complete history of war.
been no genuine battles in South Africa as yet.

The truth is that there have
There have been reconnoissances,

skirmishes, sallies, and artillery and musketry duels, but there has-never been a

death grip of two armies, with one or the other smashed at the end of it.

When

such a thing comes it will be hard to convey an %dea of it to the public, for Methuen

has left no words to describe it.

Olive

have understood

| Her thesis is

and vigor its women must have some object in life.

[ 1f Olive Schreiner had attempted to send her Cosmo-
| politan articles on the woman question by cable, one could

their failure to get by the censorship.

Schreiner [ It is seldom that anything quite so frank appear in
- Engllsh print. Nevertheless Miss Schreiner’s argument is
on Women. | ingenious and interesting. ’

that if a nation is to retain its strength
When they fall into “sex

parasitism,” leaving all useful activities to men, the race is on the way to decay

and extinction.
from the animal 4and the human worlds.

This idea is enforced by a great variety of illustrations, drawn

“Find labor or die,” says Miss Schreiner, “is the choice ultimately put before
the human malé, to-day as in the past, and this constitutes his labor problem.
The labor of the male may not always be useful in the highest sense to his so-
ciety, or it may even be distinctly harmful and anti-social, as in the case of the

Jbber barons of the Middle Ages, who lived by capturing and despoiling all who
sssed by their castles; or as in the case of the share speculators, stock jobbers,
ring-and-corner capitalists and monopolists of the present day, who feed upon the

productive labors of society without contributing anything to its welfare.

eyen males so occupied- are compelled to expend a vast amount of energy and

even a low intelligence in their, callings,

and however injurious to their societies,

they run no personal risk of handing down effete and enervated constitutions to

their race.”

It is just this risk that, according to Miss Schreiner, always confronts women
at a certain stage of society, and which, unless avercome, ruins not only the

women but the society itself.
§s greater than ever before.

And the danger now, with the spread of comfort,

It would be a dreadful thing, of course, if all women should fall into torpor
~from the lack of anything to keep them occupied. But if Miss Schreiner should
consult American women on the suhject most of them would probably tell her
that their chief need was time and strength enough to enable them to accomplish

all they have to do

- EDITORIAL COMMENTS
ON THE DAY'S NEWS,

MRS. MARION FLETCHER, of Brookiyn,
réturning home from shopping, found a burg-
Jar in her apartments. She promptly faint-
ed. _With equal promptness the burglar
@dded the -unconsclous womean's purse and
bundles to his plunder and fled. Mrs. Fletcher
h&’ unconscious so long that she caught a
eold.

- Mrs. Rose Rosen, of Willlamsburg, is dark.
etout and thirty. She was aroused from an
atternoon nap yesterday by a sneaking, un-
dersized foe in shining armor. who was in the
Act of acquiring her household goods.

The burglar ran down the street with Mrs.
Rosen after him in her bare feet. No two-
hundred-and-fifty-pound human gazelle ever
before flitted along the Willlamsburg streets
at such a speed.

Mrs. Rosen caught her fiylng foe after a

_ chase of several blocks. She thrust him to

..ﬂrth and sat Upon him. The burglar's ribs
cracked and his eyes stood out lke horse
chestnuts. - The policé found ths burglar
gasping for breath, and Mrs. Rosen fanning
w on his hurricans deck,
 Here are the two types of women of which
the faminine half of the world is composed.
One weak and cowardly, the other brave and
“onfidént. One falnts and catches a cold: the
Jther retains her senses and catches a burg-
Jar: The moral is obylous, /

JOHN CUNNINGHAM, of Willlamsburg,
bad an idea that he was crazy. Neverthe-
less he clung to his work, supported his wife

~and five chlldren, and acted queerly when-|

ever he had time to indulge his whim,
Mrs. Cunningham, ' beéing persuaded that
. her hasband was a lunatic, applied to the
. authorities to have his sanity determined.
.Ee was pronounced sane, whereupon he be-
same 8o ‘dlsgusted that he has done no work

- nnue. As a vesult hls wife and five ¢hildren

provides for you, or a sane husband who
allows wou to starve?

Do not inspect a good husband's lbrsln
power too elosely. Give them a free reln
when they imagine they are orazy. When
they work hard all day and come home with
& delusion that they are the fabled killaloo
bird, pray humor them with the idea that
you are the killaloo bird's wife. Do not have
him haled bhefore the authorities, or, like
Cumingham, of Williamsburg, he may balk
and refuse to provide for you.

DURING ITS ENTIRE period of useful ex-
istence a locomotive engine travels about one
million miles. Then its joints give out, its
bearings wear away &nd It becomes useless.

In Madison Square Garden there are sev-
eral young men racing at locomotive speed on
bieycles.

If these men could travel twelve hours dally
for a fourth of their natural lives at thelr
present rate of speed they would cover almost
twice a3 much as a Jocomotive during its
life, or about 1,762,000 miles.

There is noe mechanism on the earth or in
the waters under the earth so enduring as
the machinery of the human frame.

It outlpsts steel, iron and electrical power.
In tests of natural endurance it outfags the
horse, the ox and all wild beasts. It outwears
all the leashed forces—everything but disease

and death,
o=

THE MEAGRE CONDITION of the sub-
scription list to the Dewey Arch Is discour-
aging. The committee having the matter In
charge is casting sround for ways and means
to stimulate public interest.

The amount subscribed up to date is about
$250,000, which is a decldedly poor showing,
consldering the fact that the committee has
been hard at work for two months.

The/subseription list has not yet been sub-
mitted tp the people—to. the great and gen-

| srous masses—und herein lles the explana-

tlun 'rhe Dewar Arch will anr be. greozed

But |

Help for Veterans.

Editor of the New York Journal:

I write to yon with the hope that yon may use
the influence of your popular paper in hehnlf of the
urfortunate soldlers nnd snilors of the late war
with Spain. There are mwiany of the ldie and
homeless In this city hungry and without n roof
to shelter them these cold nights, €Conld not an
armory or some public lastifution be kept open so
that they might have some place to rest thelr
tired feet? If they stand in a doorway or
where there may be a little shelter, a big officer
moves them on.  Good, honest men teylog hard
to find smployment, but In vain, Seantily dressed,
next to harefooted, nund perhaps trodging the
streets two or three nlghts, they look too brolen
down to be employed. ‘There was grent sympathy
for poor BIl Anthony's st end last week, and
perhaps if he hod had some place swhere he might
have rested his weary limhs he might he alive to-
dey. New York Is generous to its dead veterans,
why not do someihing for the living omes? Plenty
of men left positlons so they might fight for thelr
fing, and when they returned their services were
not needed,

I Teft stendy work to go to the war, 1 enllsped
8t the outbreak., At the close of the war I ap-
plied for my discharge, but couldn’t get it before
ninety-nine. My employer conld not walt so long.
1 got o few small johs sinpece, but they were not
permanent. [ am willing nnd able to work, and
though T have tried hard ia this and nelghboring
towns, [ filnd it Impossible to do anrything. 1've
tried the transports, where it Is supposed a mnn
with an honorable discharge will get the prefer-
ence, huat It seems there ls some other agency
working them.

Hope you will take nn interest In the matter,
a5 you are always just.

HARD TP, BUT NOT DISCOURAGED,

December 5, 1800,

Mpst assuredly there ought to be some pro-
vision for the destitute soldlers of the Span-
ish war. The fate of poor Anthony sent a
shudder through the generous hearts of the
American pepple. Thousands of hands wounld
have been stretched out to help him If it had
been known that he was in need. The fight-
ers have suffered from the operations of
swindlers who pass themselves off for veter-
ans, and make It Impossible for the ordinary
cltizen to know whether he |5 dealing with
a genuine soldier or not. There ought to be
a veteran's headquarters where every man's
record could be authenticated, and where aid
could be given with an assurance that it
would go to the right man. It does not sesm
possible that a deserving soldler could go
without employment If there were such an
agency to make his position known.

Should Women Propose ?

Editor of the New York Journal:

In one of your apswers to correspondentis you
speak of “nutural selection.” Ido you think that
if women were free to select thelr own hus-
binds the race would lmprove or deteriorate?
* ** I8 0 woman's judgment of o ominn any bet-
ter than a4 man's judgment of 8 woman?

Brooklyn, December 3. MRS, C. F. J.

Under the present conditions of clviliza-
tlon it would not make much difference in
the human race, from a physical and moral
stardpoint, whether women should or shou!d
not pop the question.

Unblinded by love, & woman would pmba—
bly select some man financially able to take
care of her. In love, she would select any-
body upon whom her love might be fixed.

The average young woman usually has
two or three proposals of marriage before she
makes up her mind to accept one. In so far
as possible, and within the limits of her op-
portunities, she makes a “nmatural selection."”
These opportunities are usually very limited.

If she should make up her mind to do the
courting, and if men had no prerogative of
refusal, the humble swain in the ordinary
walks of life would probably go wifeless un-
t11 all the Hobsons, Deweys and matines
idols were married off.

The Instinct of hero-wonship in women
dates from the time she used to sit in the
tree tops for safety and walt the coming of
her lord and master with food for the family
larder.

Women's judgment of men is much deeper
and subtler than men's judgment of women,
although she Is the morse often deceived.

The present system of “popping the ques-
tion”—if it may be called a system—takes us
about ag near to *“natural selection’” as we
can get.

Outcry Against Late Music.

Hiditor of the New York Jouwrnal:

AL 3:80 this worning 1 was awnkened by & sound
of horns repeatedly sounded from a tally-ho com-
ing up Broadwny. The horm was blown every
few seconds, and finally the sound died nway. At
exnctly 3 o'clock, fifteen minutes afterward, the
same conc¢h eame down Broadway, the horn still
sounding wlth foll force, until it again passed
Thirty-second street, and finally was lost In the
distnnece.

Althongh in need of sleen and ill, It was lmpos-
gible for me to agn!n regaln the sleep from which
1 had been are d by the ungodly racket aliuded
to. If any citizen should stand upon the corner of
the street and shout at the top of his lungs, he
would In all probabllity at onee be arrested. If
sume poor devll of an organ grinder should play
his organ after 8 o'clock in the evenlng, he Is
taken in, ete. Why Is it that people who wish to
got the ordinary sleep tluu is allotted to the citd-
zen of this town eannot be protected? It seems
to me the pollce are extremely derellet, or else
ther could stop the Infernal nolse I have referred
i, GEO. LITTLE.

New York, December 3,

There is an old saying that music hath
charms to soothe the savage breast. Such
soothing, however, should come before mid-
night, and before all good citizens have gone
to bed.

An ordinance prohibiting unearthly uproars
after 1 o'clock In the morning would not be
objected to, even by the citizens of the Ten-
derloim.

Belated cltizens are on no account per-
mitted to logsen the thrallg of their souls In
song at any hour, day or night, Yet there is
no apparent difference in the matter of in-
iguity between ‘‘She May Have Seen Better
Days" and a chowder horn. The point made
by our correspondent is well taken.

Mr. Dodge Is a Falnter.
Editor of the New York Journal:

The Journal for last Sunday has a letter from
Parlg about St, Gaudens's recent election.

- e writer says: “Among scalptors St Gnuidens,
MacMonunfes, Dodge,” and others have, “'it Iz
acknoewiedged, carved out for themselyves nlches
In the temple of Fame.™

I thank the writer, with all my heart, for his
handsome. mmpllmeut to my son-in-law,
Dodge. But " plinter. not a ‘‘sealptor.’
His pictnres luwe been the Snlon ever llm.e
he was ploeteen mm-ola. .

MRS 11013-83 A PBIOB-
aww!nth street, New ‘I

DELUGE OF BILLS IN SENAT

HOUSE TO RAILROAD CUR

SENATE, |

721 BILLS INTRODUCED.
BREAKS SENATE RECORD.

ASHINGTONX, Dec. 6.—The Senate toay
W broke all previous records In the matter

of the imtroduetion of bills and other
measures for legislation. There were 721 blils
and twenty-stx joint nnd Sepnte resolutions infro-
duced, Less than 400 bills and other measures
have heen. the largest previous single day's work
of the Sennte. The more Important mensures
were:

The currency bill

The Hanna-Payne shipping subsidy bill

The Paclfic eable il

The Hawallan governioent bill.

To repeal the war stamp tax.

To prohibit Senators nnd Representatives from
acting as agents of the Executive.

Establishing free trade betwoen
Btotes and Cuba and Porto Rieo,

For a Constlitutional amendment authorlzing the
fmposition of #n income fax.

For the, establishment of postal savings banks
and a Government telegraphie system.

A Joint reselutlon for a4 Constitutional amend-
ment Tor the reginlation of indrrlage and divorece.

For the electlon; of Senators by the people.

To prohibit HSenators and Representatives from
receiving froe rallroad passes.

For the amendmoent of the Clvll Service law,
Mr., Platt, of New York.

To extend the time for the r'(uupletilnl of thae
bridge now In course of constructlon ncross Hust
River, New York, by Mr. Platt.

The provisions of the Senate Currency bill,
which were first printed by the Journal, are fa-
miliar to the publle

The Shipping Subsidy bill Introduced by Senator
Frye lnvolves practieally the same schenie as that
of last vear. It allows the payment of subsldles
aggregiting ten million dollurs per anoom.

The Pamie Cable blll provides for the. appro-
printlon of $11,000,000, and puts the work of con-
struction upder the superviston of the Secretary
of the Navy. The cable ig to run feom San Fran-
elseo to Honolulu, thence by way of the Midway
Islands and Guam to Ilollo, to Manlia.

Surveys nnd soundings are ordered to he made
at onee to determine the most practicahble route
to Ineclude the polots named. Coutracts. for the
construction and equipment of the eable ore au-
thoriged. nnd when completed Its operation Is 1o
be transferred to the Post Office Department.

If & bl proposed by Mr. Chandler hetbhmes a
law, the President will be prohiblted from putting
Senntors nnd Representatives on eommisslons and
mnking them agents of the executive branch of
the Government. Mr. Chandler says thls practles
ig like.y to destroy :he independence of the legls-
lative branch.

A measore in lHne with the President’s recom-
mendations is that of Mr. Chandler fixing tarift
duties permanently for Porte Rlco and for Cuba,
s long ns the latter is held nmder military pecn-
paney of the Tnited States. Absolute free trade
between the Islands and the United States is pro-
vided.

The Dingley tariff iz to be mudc operative as
agnlnst all other natlons, and wll luternil revenue
tAxes lmposed In the United States, Inclnding war
tnxes, are imposed in the islands except where 1o-
eally impracticable, The Jaw ls Intended. lo go_
into effect January 1. 1000,

The LIl ti eatablih a government for the Ea
wailan Tslands 1s o copy of that prepared by .ae
Cullom Commission and Introduced nt the last ses.
glonr. It extends the Inws of the TUnlted States to
these lslands so far as they may be applicable aud
provides a territorinl form of government,

Many petitions were submitted praying for the
adoption of an nmendment to the Constltution pro-
hibiting the practiee of polygamy.

Foreign affalrs were touched upon In three reso-
lutlons. At the suggestlon of Senntor Lodge, the
TPresident was nsked what information he had con-
cerning the reported negotiations of the sale by
Beupdor to Great Britain of wie Gallipagos Tsl-
ands, nnd what steps had been taken by this Goy-
ernment.

Mr, Mason, of Ilinois, offered a resolution ex-
tending to the Boers the sympathy of ine United
States,

Mr, McMillan laid before the Senate the resolu-
tlons . of the Leglslature of Michlgun protesting
agninst the polley of Russia toward Fluland and
urging ihe DPresident to represent to the Cazar the
geriotig concern of the people of the Tnlted States
In this matter,

Townrd the close of .ae session the protest and
memortdl of John T. MeGrow, of West Virginia,
dgalngt the valldity of the election of Nuthan B.
Heptt to be o Senator ofthat State wos filed.

A short executive session wis held and the Sen.
ate adjourned.

the United

by

HOUSE. |

REPUBLICANS AGREE TO
RUSH CURRENCY BILL.

ASHINGTON. Deec. 6—The Republican
W members of the Hounse of Representa-
tlves gave their upanimous approval fto-
day to the House flnanclal bill recently
Intrmlucyl and recommended its lmmediate con-
sideration snd passage. The caucus ddopted the
follpwing resolution:
Hesolved, That the bill,
fine and fix the standard of valiue,

entitled “A bill to de-
to malntain the

< parity of all forms of money fssned and t'nineﬂ. by

the United States, and for other purposes’ be
and the same Is hereby approved, #nd its imme-
diate consideratlon by the House, and passage

aftor reasonable debate, is recommended and
urged.”
Ar. Overstrest, of Indisna, who Is in general

charge of the bill.. to-morrow will gubmit & reso-
intion asking that a speclal rule le re ported for
the Immediite conslderation of this measure.

The terms of this special mle will provide that
the debute’ begin next Monday, with a final vote
at the clowe of the week.

The eciucus discussed the bill for two hionrs,
and adopted two amendments approved by the
framers.

The main nmendment was proposed to clear up
some ambigilty of the present law, Section 10
of which it amends to permit panks to lssue notes
not to exeeed the par value of the Unlted States
borfds deposited.

Another amendment 1s, inserting the word ‘‘Re-
demption!” bLefore “Fund” to mnke more plain
thit our redeemed notes and certificates are to be

held.

| ARMY.

VIOLENT OPPOSITION T0
GEN. W00D'S PROMOTION.

ASHINGTON, Dee. 6.—The confirmation

of" General Wood ss o major-general of

volunteers, his nomination bavinr heen
gent by the President to the Senato to-day, will
he oppoked violently by all the politleal .nduence
Hine officers can bring to bear.

Line officers see In it not only & too rapld rise
for u staff officer of the teéchnleal medleal de-
partment, but an attempt on the piart of the
President to give Mujor-Genernl Wood the su-
preme military command in Coba.

The news had n pecuflarly depressing effect on
Adjutant-General Corbin and the staff generally,
There wnk gloom In the medleal department.
Surgeon-Generul Sternberg remains a brigadier,
while ome of his junior assistants is made n
mnjor-general of volunteers.

The design of the President, say line officers, is
ovident, DLecnuse General Brooke enn now come
Lome if Be wants to, and whether he wants to or
pot he will return and make way for Major-Gen-
eral Wood n& the supreme authority In Cuoha.

Genernl Wood had an [nterview with Becretary
Root to-day, and nt Its econclusion safd he ex-
pected to return to Santlago In n few days.

Other nomingtions scnt to the Sepate are thase
of the following colonely to be brigadiers: Edgar
1. Kellogg, Sixth Infantry: Glbert 8. Carpenter,

-Eighteenth Infuntry; willlam A, Kobbe, Thirty-

fitth Infantry, and J. Franklin Bell, Thir{y- sixth
Intnntr:

GEN. WHEELER MUST QUIT
THE ARMY OR THE HOUSE.

Washlngton, Dee. 6.—When General Joe Wheeler
returne from the Phillppines 1t s not Imposaible
that he will find that hls sest in the House of
Representatives had heen deeclared vacant.

If the grizzlied lerg 14 not brought face to face
with this humliiation thepe I8 scarcely any doubt
that he will have to surrender his commnilssion in
the army If he desires to hold on to bls seat in
the House.

It Is absolutely certain that the House proposes
to force him to choose finully bheétween service in
the army and service in the Fifty-slxth Congress.

The old wirrior has annooneed his determinn-
tlon to return to Washlngton to take his
gent, 1f he I8 here DLy the mlddle of January
hé will have an opportunity to fight out the
the fnor of the House, If he

Igsue  npon
delays his return beyond that time an effort will
be made by hls Democentic colleagues to declnre

tils seat vaeant in pursnance of o precedent estab-
Hshed durlng the civil war in the case of General
Fronels P. Blair, of Missourl,

ZPNERE

TREASURY.

GAGE MAKES A PLEA
FOR GOLD STANDARD

ASHINGTON, Dee, 0.—Secretary of the

Trensury Lyman J. Gage's annual report

wns submitted to Congress to-day. He
devotes much space to a discussion of the money
question.

He recommends prompt legislative action on
the money standard and a better adaptation of
currency to expanding trade and Industry.

He copcludes that gold should continue the
standard “untl]l the people shall be so united in
thelr desire for a chnnge thereln as to he able
to direct the volce of hoth houses of Congress
and secure the approving slgnature of the Chlef
Executive.”

The direct and effective way to render present
econditlons permanent wonld be to declare that
the eredit obligations of the Government IHself,
whether payable on demand or ot a future
period, sball be poid In gold coin of present
welght and fineness,

He holds that the necessary flexibllity of the
currency must be Intrusted to the bank, and that
the extranordinary wants of the eountry at har-
vest time, for example, would be met by the
conversion of bank balances Into bank notes—a
course which is prevented by the present pro-
hibitive tax of ten per cent on such notes.

Tnder proper restrictlons he would have the
banks given greater powers respecting the elpe-
tleity of the currency.

The Secretary shows the total revenues of the
Government during the fiscal year to have been
£810,082,004.83, and the total expenditures, 3700,-
(08,564.02. The increase of receipts over the pre-
ceding yenr smounted to §1145,048.00,

.Upon the basls of existing laws the revenues for
1001 are esiimated at $667,775,258.02, with estl-
muted appropristions of $085,858,448.78, exclusive
of the sinking fund, leaving an estimated deficlt
of $18,080,104,85,

The receipts of gold at New York from customs
amounted to 785 per cent of the whole, a8 cow-
pared with 20.4 per cent for 1508, The total stock
of go.. and sliver on Jnly 1 of this year was re-
spectively §002,805,505 and $639, 288,743,

Secretary Goge commends the conduct of the
Burenu of Engraving and Printing, and calls the
attentlon of Congress to the claling of & merl-
torious clngs of meagerly pald employes whose
services justify an Increase.

Reports from 8,553 banks showed on April § ag-
gregate resources of §4,650,188160.36, an Increas:
for the year of £709,171,302.15, with corresponding
fnerease In indlvidunl and bank deposite.

The Secretary recommends the discontinuance of
uselesg ports in & reorganization of customs dii-
treiots.

The necessity of Dullding a hall of records is
urged upon Congress for the storage of files that
Are not current.

In hig report on immigration the Secretary savk
that the arrivals during the fiscal year at poris
of the United States and Canada were 311,715,
exclusive of 25,000 who cume as cabln passengers.
He recommends that the enforcement of Chinese
exclugion lnws be committed to the Bureau of L.
migrution,

The Surgeon-General is quoted on the necessity
of Congress proviamg for a marine hospltal for
the port of New York, declaring that the present
arrangement for the cape pf slek and dlsahlil,
seamen at the principal port of the Uonlted States
fo a bulldlug leased from time to thme is unsatls-
factory. The Secretary concurs in this opinion.

in view of the threatened bubopic plague, the
Surgeon-General urges that Congress enact the
bills futroduced a year ago strengthening the Na-
tional Quarantine law, and the Secretary coneurs,

it is recommended that two revenue cutiers of
the first class be provided for nse in the wnters
of Porto Rico.

Referring to the report of the Commissioner o!
Navigation, the Sceretary says that our total ton-
nhge on June 30 was the greatest recorded since
1865, d the output of shipyards the greatest
except 1801,

To stimulate shipbuilding, the Betretary recom-
mends a aystem of graded bounties upon the mile-
age navignted by reglstered American vessels
while engaged in the foreign carrying trade as
compensation for the tralhing of seamen avallable
for the national defence.

He also recommends extended application of the
principle by which the St. Louls and 8t. Paul
were constructed here upon the registny, of forelgn
bullt ships; also the festriction of the trade he-
tween the United Stotes, Porto Rico and Hawall,
and the coasting trudes of those islands to vessels
of Amerlcan registry.

The Seeretary recommends the Introduction of
the metrieal system of welghts and measures, to
facilitate Internntional commercial transactions,

ON A BIG

SEABROOKE, A LITTLE PIECE OF BUTTER  piec?'cr Biéan.

HOMAR Q. SEHABROOKE has again tired of
T “plevating his extremities” nnd “‘caverting
about the stage’ In comie opera. He I ex-
plofting this week at the Amphlon, Brookiyn Bor-
ongh. what the programme ealls 4 “French whim-
sleality,” adapted by J. Cheever Goodwin and
Louils Hatrison, and entitled “Who Killed Cock
Robin?" It probably tempted Mr. Seabrooke—who
has the vanity of his profession—becanse It rcon-
taine the juxury known as & “dual role.” It re-
minded me very much of a very small plece ot
butter spread over a very large hunk of bread—the
ends bare and butterless, the effort at spreading
most palufully apparent.

The adapters have left all the characters—sev-
ernl of them useless and tedious—with extréemely
French numes, such ns Farjassler and Malgachon,
which nobouy even tries to pronounce, and all
these characters behave In & way that seems quite
irratlonal and unintelligible to Amerleans. In fact
there lsn't one type among the fifteen that yon

themselves. In the second net Seabirooke has A
seene in which, sceused of the murder. he ineats
all sorts of people. But It I8 all embrofdery, uot
gtory. Three soclety women come fn and present
blm with flowers In n midly amuosing way., The
innkeepor enters and brings him food and drink.
The citlzens of the town pelt him with vegetables,
and the young man who loves Moulinet's sweet-
henrt nppears in disgulse and tries to get him to
confess to huving murdered himself.

All this sounds like good burlesque, but It isn't
played llke good burlesque, 1t is very solemnly
and reverently approached, and Seabrooke holds
the stage ns raliglously as though he were Irving
in “The Bells.” It Is pretty hard work for any one
average man to make such a plsy even tolerable.
There are very few actors who can gloss over &
lack of amusing cbnracters nnd interesting wom-
en, There Is no woman interest in "“Who Killed
Cock Robin?* It I8 all Moullnet—Moullnet—Mou-
linet, and the fantastic complieations in which he
has hed himself, It all seems to fall fiat,

ean understand with the exception of Moulinet-
played by Seabrooke. No “star'' ever had so gor-
geons n chance as Seabrooke In this plece. Tt is
Seabrooke or nothing. May [ add that as far as
I was concerned It was nothing?

Yet the Idea—the one bit of butter—in “Wha
Killed Cock Rabin?' is good enough. Moullnet Is
engaged to marry a girl. But he has entangled
himselt in varions lialsons, disgulsed as Cotk
Rowin, When he finally resolvés ““to bhe good' he
finlshes with Cock Robln by plncing the garbs of
that allas by the river. The clothes are found, n
erlme |8 suspected, and as Moullnet's cane nand ring
are the same as those he used when Cock Robln,
Le Is arrested, Here you have the whimsleal ldea
of n man being tried for his own murder. )

The rest of the play is the large hunk of hread.
The characters all roar at ench other, and take wp
n great deal of valuable time “embroidering' the
Idex which I have just told yon about. There is
n lady innkeeper who Ig a terrible bore, and who
delaysd the actlon of the plece during an entire ant
with horse play and palaver. There are several
tedious gentlemen who eertulnly do thelr best to
kill Cock Robln as a play. And there are one or
two sketchy lndles who are nsed for padding per:

Mp, Doses and who are quite useless.

In fact, the trouble with this piece 1s that it is
all padding. How shall we string out three acts

with the materinl for a eurtaln. ralser? Thit 1s

the e wztion the adnptoru qtpm to luwe m«!
¥ - A

although 1 should sy that muech of It could be
worked up. Even the discovery that the woman
in the case s the wife of the gentlpman who I8
trying Moullnet fails to exhlarate the aundience.
Some deft hand conld surely do something with
this, Of courze the ldlocles of French law eannot
he localized—the ldiocies must be French In order
that their utter and bewilderlug ldiocy can be fit-
tingly sayvored—but they might be made & trifle
more intelllgible  and shorn of & great deal of nun-
necessary tnlk.

“Who Killed Cock Robin?” is still very young,
and It may dawn upon—or he dawned upon—Mr.
Seabrooke; that, sithough he s very niee, he Is
not n whole show, Moulinet needs a setting; and
oue charncter in a fog of others is not enough for
an evenlng's enterinlnment, Even In comic opert
—that excuse for “elevating the extremities” and
“egvorting about the stnge''—you need In additlon
to the star other elever people, plenty of women—
the more the merrler—and shonls of chorns girls
nnd neceessories. Personally, 1 think that “‘whim-
sleallity” I8 the very nentest form of entertain-
ment, Nothing can be too whimsy for me. But
contrasts are necessary. One big whim by itself
I fatiguing.. Yon want It set down amld some
common human sense in order to see that it ls a
whifii.

Mr.. Senbrooke at thé Amphion played to one
of the most dole:ful mudlences 1 baye ever seem

This andience must have militated agalnst exnbers
fince on the piart of the actors. It gave me the
blues, and the play kept me cholned to them. As
& rule T ean completely forget my surroundings
when the play Is good. Seabrooke's work wius
certainly satisfactory. He (ntroduced a comle
opern demeanor without evil results, The sense
of Moulloet's whimsleality evidently appenled to
him. But hls efforts went wrong, oppressed by
his associntes.

Mrg. McKee Rankin was most exasperating. It
is the first time that this renlly excellent actress
has got upon my nerves. She played slowly and
nolslly. You felt like saylog to her, “Hurry up,
and If we are golng 1o get a story, for goodness
pake let us get it.”" That business, when, fright.
ened at the ides of a murderer, she hands lim
his food on a spit, was awfnlly overdone. And
when Moulinet retorted, “Do you eall that ho.
gpit-allty#' I almost wept. Think of such a pun
in these bright and wholesome days! However,
nlthough Mr. Seabrooke emphusized this atroclous
i'tnllecll'lt;. Willlamabu folled to recognize it.
Happy Willlamsburg, with the gulleless Innocence
of the crime of paronomasial

Charled Danby, as 4 Terryman, was nexrlg amus-
ing, and Miss Margiret Robinson hadn't even an
opportyulty to look sumptuous. John Jenuings
wag the best member of the “supporting™ cnsi
(“supporting™ Is always good). He played an old
advocate, Maltre Jeequin (pronounced Jar-kang)
as though he nnderstood nnd appreclated it. This
is the only character In the plece thut doesn's
need heing drilled, thanks to Mr. Jennings. 3,
Cheever Goodwin, himself, appeared in the eass
This wns my first view of this gallant brettist
and Jinglist s a real, live actor, Candldly,
though, I can quite understand why T baven't
seen Mr. Goodwin before. He was not selfishly
hiding his lght under a bushel. Don't aceuge him
of that, He had another vocation, and I at qulte
sure that he will he sensible enough to return to
it. Why shuul( man ndapt something for some
body else, and then hang on to that Ilomebad]'
else? BEdgar Halstead, Willlam Armstropg and
Arthur Larkin were other Ameriean Frenchmen
In thls plny. Phoebe Coyne was o quite lmpos-
alble French lady, and Misa Ads Deaves an old
woman handsomely garbed In plush portieres.

' However, “Who Kllledl Cock Robin?" is young.
A tew weeks away from W sburg—anywhere
—wmay work wonders with it.  ALAN DALB,




