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By Alan Dale.

HE callons and: nonchilant way *In which ' New
moninrery are aonnouncing thefr *“Summer
London §s uot devold of a4 certzin exguisite Iuteresi.
« No sooper |s a success struck in this metropolis tlian
Londlon appears on the borizon. Muongers no longor
dalk of hresking peconds, achisving . phenomenal
runs. The erities agree thot n certain pmduction Is admirable,
and the mext mgruing the lucky mnonger bias the chiolee of (en
Lotdon theatrest for a “Sununer sensgon)” In fdet, 1t would
really secny that Tondon wda tumblUng over itself lo order i«
get the outside edge of the New York semson. Everyihing—
everything I8 tp go (o London, The eniy lustitutions so far
exempt fram this temporary esile are the roof gardens and
Huober's Museam. I sean the theatrical news euagerly ove
mworping in the fond belief that T shafl rend of Huber's temptl
affer to appear at Her Mojesty’s with the Dog-Fuced Boy, the
Lion-Fuced Lady snd other lusclous wares. Anid I firmly expeet
to find a Tew of our roof gurdens set up on the Bank of ¥agiand,
the Muansion House and Buckingham Palace,

Ig it préstige or §s It Inere that our theutrieal manggers seek?
It seems nlmost imposuible (o declde. Yet there can scarcely be
any prestige In following the general lerd., ‘I'ime wns when n
Loudon suecess was intepscely gratifying to the Anglo-maniaes
of this city. How they all used to ‘worslip the Duly compaty
when It returmed from Enzland! What a gala atght Daly's
opening In Neow York used to be when Miss Ada Rehan, Mr,
Joht . Drew, peor “Jmmy' Lewis and dear old Mrs. Glibert
nppearad hefore ts, with the odor of the ocenn upon them and
the possible appreciation of the Prince of Wiles sewn, 11 sachet
piickets, In their elothes!

And how Indignant we used to be at the fallures; which weare
glossed over as carefully ss poesible, fo fear, forsooth, that thev
might militate agninst renewed success In New York. Whut a
tumaolt of angry feelings swept our Inuards when we were told
that Dixey wasg the vietlm of a clique, anxioils to secure his
downfall! And how we pilled and wept when we were informed
that Miss Lotta lad not captured London, ns she expected to do
Anglo-manlacs were desperate, They felt that they had no tigit
to sanction that which London had refected,

And then ecame that favorite howl! Why wias Londén
lnimical o Americans, swhen New ¥York lad for sears been
patronizing Fnglish companies, from Trying to the Galety and
from Teee to D'Oxly Oarte? Do yon wonder that there was
prestige In a London sinecess?

We have changed all that. Americans have had thelr heads
turned by a few soecesses—such gz "“The Belle of New York™
(which, T humbly beg to soggest, New York did not eare sbout
to any vety exuberant extent); Nat Goodwin, who, after seyveral
efforts, eaptured the Eeglish metropolis with *An  Amerleat
Citizen;"" William GHlette, whom they adored In “Sceret Serviee
anid didn't adore in *Tov Much Johnson:" and De Waolg Hopper,
who lhas won In “El Capltan,” ag I prophested he wonld do, and
told you he hhd done, when others professed to doubt the
genuineness of bls London welccme,

And now, u8 I began by snying, the eallops and nonehalsnt
way In which New York managers aunoonce a Lonldon sesson
has hecome exqgulsitely interesting. San Framclseo s qulte outg
of It; yet there was n time when “a trip to the Pacific Const”
was quite a splendid gehlevement, Hven Chicago Is viewed with
compirative fndifference, Manager Gran swears he'll never nke
Lls epern company there aguin without a guarantee. But ‘Lon-
don! Ah! London is the Mecca—*the Mecea of the Mind."

London Is the great inducement with which manigers temp:
us, ‘They sny to us: “¥ou are no fools. Yon have appreciated
our play, and to reward you we will take it to London.

Glllette and “Bherlock Holmes™ had no sooner conquered than
we heard the glad news of n “Summer sefison” in London, Long
before Mra. Carter left New. York “Haza™ had hooked passages
for London, and Londen was “pacagraphing” It Little Miss
Anna Held and “Pipr's Wite” had seqreely settled themselves
at the Manhattan thun Manager Zlegfeld was trying to deeldo
which of London's scores of playhouses would sull him hest

York

senson™ 1n

ar

for the glgrions Sdmmer. And Weber and Flelds, who have hees
r!-';rmled' as somethlng so utterly New York that even Hoboken
anid  Red Bank, N. J.. would scarcely cateh the *“loedllsms,’
hive heen lmplored to appear abrond, just for elght weeks—just
a little elg weeks, ob, dp, please! Mrs. Fiske has been
“megotinting,” It has been ssid, for an opportunity to glve her
matehless “Tess" and “Becky Sharp” to London, where she has
been very ditieh discussed, As goon us T got to London lnst
Summer—1I Jeft the doy after Maonde Adamg produoed “‘Rompo
and Jullet”—I found' thew tulking gbont her probable appenr-
ance In England, and henrd of at least five tbeatres In which
she wins to settle Lerself,

And yet | can't help wondering whather the gome ls worth the
onmuile.  There gan be no prestige ln a London season, nny more
than in a season in 'Frisep or Chicago, And--T smignorant on
the subjeet, and would weleome *“poluts’—can there bhe wmuch
mwonoey? What do elght or ten weeks [(n the English metropolis
amount to, alter the pxpensive trunsportution of gp many *souls"
Is taken lito conglderation?

1L gesms to mwe that this Condon rush g a gigantie willio'-tlie-
wisp, to which managers will awnken ln the sweet by-nnd-by. It
¢annot be that managers value the opinlons of English eritics—
when they wre bad opinlons, (Of conrse, 1 kpow that they valve
them when they tre good) There is a strange glamonr surround-
lig the trip abrond, aad Ioam always vastly amuosed to rend the
interviews with ndtors snd actresses who have Just got back
They arve always carcful to say, first of all, thoat they are glnd to
be back—that |8 esscutinl—but they are equnlly eareful to prate
#hout: the encouraglty reception given thiem by English audl-
énceg, ahd to remark upon the delight of playing before peeple
who are nelther fieklp nor sensatlonal. Kyen Mrs. Fepmans,
after lovelghing sgalost Euogllsh beer and vegetables, and the
Leudon denseness to the New York joke, told ns of her lovely
time and her pretty soccess.

Wea shall what we shall see. 1t will be Interesting to
witieh the denopement, Phere is oo barm in watching, Is therel
Sincerely do I trust that there will be no dencuement, but {hat
the pleasint interchange of companies will conlinue in |ts present
almost Tropizn way, But T ean't help warnlng New York that
every New York suceess s pot bound to ddplieate lesslf In Lon.
don, any more than London's snccesses duaplicate themselyves in
New York. We have had gomie bad BEpgilsh fatlures here. The
tastes of the two cliles are completely different. OF coarse, thers
are human pluys prodoced in New York and in London that would
succced wherever the English language is spoken—in the bush of

Australla, or the beart of Africa. They are rare—these human
EQecesses ot ap('uk gne universpl lsnguage,

At nuy rnte—and this very lmportont—we have estnblished
the fact that International good feellng prevalls,. We shall no
longer hedr gilly stories of cliqués pnd preconcerted attncks, and
We ghall no longer lsien to the titndes of foolisk actors ngninsy
the fuvaslon of “foreign tolent.”™ Whatever kappens, London has
had Incontrovertible evideeee that Now York i glways ready to
aceept anything good that comes Its way, and New York hss had
equally substoutial testimony thot Lopdon welcomes and thkes to
Ite bosom the talent of hor vousgin metroppli=. Hecent events have
sattled that :l‘mxtinu. and thot is the best thing Lhat recent events
Lhave acemuplished.

Even eritics are Yecomlog International. 1 think 1 was abont
the first to show that a London seitsot was interosting to New
York. I mist linve shown it conclusively, for others followed, In
my Tootstens, nnd 1 shouldn't he surprized if the entlre frater
nity rushed with the Ameriepn companies to London,

Sl the tunlgie manarer will henceforth be the manazer who
stays ar bome, nnd minds bls little Brondway muttons on thelt
own el Broadway paktore. He will have no forelga triviophs
10 tell ws nhout, but that will be rather u relief than ofherwlse,
for foreign triumphs sre becoming ss common as pens in o pod.
We no lunger feel i very: acute Interest fn read ng the cabied
reports of nn American ﬂr&nlng in London—untess they he wrlt
ten by sope Amerlean eritle who goes luto details, We'sare arons-
tomed to the inevituble “‘soecess nebieved from the very gtart™—
and we mutter to ourselves, “How njeel™

The juternationnl servive of corities, lowever, will regulite
things nleely, as it resulntes things at home, The teoth will be
teld of “trivmiph='" and the real svecess will be vouebod for by
apestomed pens. I shall hope to record the sverwoeening triutiph
I the Dog-Faeed Buy und the Llon-Faeed Lady with the Bngllsh
atistocracy. and 1o wrlte a glowing deseription’ of how they were
hididbn to Windsor Custle, 8ngd of how the (Jueen took the Dog.
Faced oy by the haitd, nod—in order to put him nt his esse—
remarked sympithetically, “Bow-wow!" ALAN DALRE.
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