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HowAmerican Press Announced Signing of Peace Treat
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PRESIDENT WILSON’S CABLED MESSAGE TO

THE AMERICAN PEOPLE:
“The treaty of peace has been signed. If it is ratified and
acted upon in full and sincere execution of its terms it will
furnish the charter for a new order of affairs in the world.
It is a severe treaty in the duties and penalties it imposes
upon Germany, but it is severe only because great wrongs
done by Germany are to be righted and repaired; it imposes
nothing that Germany cannot do; and she can regain her
rightful standing in the world by the prompt and honorable
fulfillment of its terms. And it is much more than a treaty
of peace with Germany. * * * It makes international
law a reality supported by imperative sanction. * * *
It recognizes the inalienable rights of nationality, the
rights of minorities and the sanctity of religious belief

and practicee. * * * Tt is for this reason that I have
spoken of it as a great charter for a new order of affairs.
There is ground here for deep satisfaction, universal re-
assurance, and confident hope.”
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