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THE LAST FASHION CREATIONS BY THE LATE MADAME
WORTH, WIDOW OF THE GREATEST DRESS-
MAKER THAT EVER LIVED,

TWO OF HER CHARMING CREATION{
FOR FRENCH FETES.
DESIGN BY MME WORTH FOR A

LONDON LEADER OF FASHION.

CAPE FROM MME. WORTH FOR THE
RACE COURSE,

ME. WORTH, widow of
the Ogar of Fashions,
Charles Frederlck Worth,
and his snccessor In the
management of the lead-
Ing dressmakling establigh-
ment of the world, on thea

* Ruoe de In Palx, Parls, is dead,

How wil] her death affect the world-
famed house? Women of fashion on both
sldes of the Atlantlc are asking the ques-
tlon, and heads of firms that have longed
to be rivals of Worth's are anxlously eahs-
Ing 1t

For forty years Charles Fraderick Worth
directed the fashlons of the elviilzged world.
For three yenrs hls talented widow has
kept the mame of Worth on a plane with
Ita former unrqualled standard In the
world of frivols and dispiny. On Monday
she died. There are hundreds who loved
the sweet-voleed, kind-mannered woman,
and so mourn her passing, There are thon-
sandis who grieve for the autocrat who
shal] never more gay: “"Madam, you ghonld
‘wear the gown thus, I have pald 1t."
There are ters of thousands who belleve
that by her death s standard of elegance
In dress has been lowered that can never
aguln bLe reached.

Will the Great House of
Worth Become Extinct P

It was but a blow 1o the world of fash-
lon when Charles Frederlck Worth dfed.
A grenter blow has come to Ityin the denth
of Mme., Worth. Then It was assured that
the wife who had helped to bulid the sue
cess of the great honss would support ita
name and excellence. Now It fears tne
extinctlon of the héuse, There 15 loft the
son, Jean Worth, but the world, especlally
the eynleal, fashlonnble sworld, is distrost-
ful of sons whosa fathers were genluses.
When the mothen too, 1s a genlus, It Is
pessimlgtie,

Unfortunate Jean Worth! His mother,
too, wog a genium.

Mme. Worth, who bulldedl so intelllgently
and lovingly, with her husband, his for
tunes, was as great an autocrnt ns he In
the manngement of their buslness, Worth
would tolerate ne muggestion from the
Empress Mugenle, whn wag his pntron, ns
to the designing of her own gowns, Mme,
Worth wonld permit no princess, European
lady of title or Amerlean lady of milllons
to eny what ghade she preferred, or what
lace best showed the “whiteness of her falr
arm or gnowy neck,

Czar and Czarina of
Fashlons.

Worth made duchesses march befors him
s long and wearlly as regulurs on parade
that he might study thelr figures, their
coloring and thelr distinetive styls, before
deslgning thelr gowns, The parade over,
be bowed them to thelr earriages, vouchsaf-
Ing no hint of the Insplration—‘divine In-
spiration, he sa'd—that came to him of
the gown that was to be. The auchesses
were, of course, curious, but they never
ventured to ask the great man 8Ly Qlieg-
tions. They fluttered with satlefaction It
he deigned to gny, “In three weeks, madnms,
you shall be fitted promptly at 1. Au re-
yolr'

They expected no more favors in the way
of partloularization from his widow. It
they did they were dlsuppointed. Carrlngea
with coronets upon the panels contlnued to
crowd the street before the temple of
adornment on the Rue de la Palx,

Bome of Mme. Worth's latest erentions
are ng beautiful as any that have borne the
stamp of the magle '"W." There {g the
silken opera cloak, falling to the fegt of the
wearer [n foldd of Orlentnl rlehness, It is
of soft, shimniering white, over a founda-
tlon of yellow silk, that shows through the
outer cloud of white, us & hurst of suuslins
throngh frost work. Alternate ruffles, {ip.
standing In many a wave about the thront
of the wearer, carry out the effect of  the al-
lent war of frost and sunshine, Andl phout
my lady's feet other ruffles of the two
colors peep from the linlng, Tt In a fabrls
harmony calculated to Insplre the lover op
the paet.

There Is & fote gown of Nile green silk
f "r‘(’.‘ with & Jace deslgn,
suggestive of the
frozen spray from n
fountaiy appliqued
upon  the praceful
shonldors and thper.
Ing to a polnt at the
frent and back of the
trim  waist of the
wearer,

A cape to be sworn
-at the races [5 of pear]
Bruy cloth with a ln-
Ing of pink silk. Al
woys the Worths
sought their Inspira-
tion In nature, and
Mme. Worth fash-
foned this cape for

Countess of Castiglione, Which Madez
Worth Famous.

beauty’s shoulders with the memory of the
goft shadings of a dove's breasgt te Insplre

her,
Last Designs from Her
Brain.

Mme. Worth, loved the mpgnificonce of
applique effects. She sald they reminded
ber of the colors und shadows of belpted
nutumy leaves upon the lght, first snow,
covering In part amd glorlfying It and yet
net of It, and go she fashloned her lntest
theatie gown with the rememberance of 'n
mornlag ramble through the woods ns a
basle ldea. And the owner erled with de-
light when she saw lt.

Her Intest lall gown crentlons were the
wmoat beantiful. The costomers who were
fortunate eoough to get them polnt fo
them with the pride of {he conpolssenr who
would pefnt 10 hiz wills and say, “There
hangs Murilla's lagt, His lands Lad the
chill ‘'of @enth In them when he palnted It
It wag the lost fame-burst of his genius.*
One Is of blue crépe de chine, with long,
graceful applications of pale mauve Iris
showing the hine of the skirt beneath in
the centre of the flowera. The bodice 18
lightly wvelled with white: tulle with a
long gearf of white tulle on the left side,
Ar alognnt hit lesk daserilve [s the Ivory
satin danelng dvess’ whh an ovendress of
bliick Russinn net embroldered with flower
deslgns In black., The gverdress is drawn
up on either slde to show elx tiny flounces
of white Mnllnes lace. Rows of Maliues
lace and TRusslan net form the bodlee,
whose shoulldéer pleces are of the ralsed
embroldery.

Desplte her sllent queendom her ous-
tomers Ipved Mme. Worth, The soldest of
women feels an lmpulse of warm gratitude

for the one who lins made ber beautifal,
and none knew 80 well as the Woarths,
mongienr and madame, how to hide wngly
angles aud reveal beantiful ecurves, how to
hide {n the shadows of rare lnce n Aisfigur-
ing bollow of the neck, or to accsntuaie its
white eolumn-like rouniness by o cunning
vhe of a bit of dork velvet.

“Mudame," pardon! May 1 kiss you?”
Asked an elderly, sallow, angular princess
who bad just been made to renew hor long
lost youfl by n ereatlon that lookea llke
4 mesh of starg lmprisoued In a rosy
eloud.. “You have mnde me so happy as 1
have not been in twenty-five years—not
since"—

And modame turned her falp old cheek
for the fervent kiss of gratefdl ropalty.

Beenes llkte this were frequént In the par
lors on the Hue de ln Pakx.

Monslen=and Madame Worth were always
to be geen at the dressmaking poarlors nt
10 a. m. They never left them befors 6
P i They gave the olosest persond] su-
pervision to every detall of the gowns that
were belng faghloned, Thelrs was n most
congenial tnek, and one thar metted for
them o galn of several millions, loss, of
course, the notoriously bod debts of noble
women,

The Gown That Made
Worth Famous.

The dress that made Worth famous was
an exquisite;, tiger-llke costume worn by
the wondrously Yesutifnl Countess de Cas-
tiglione At & faney ball at the Hotel Albe,
on the Clamps Eiysees. The Countess's
role at the masquerade was Balammbe, the
splendld barbarbinn priestess of the Car-
‘thagenlans. The dariug and 'I@lw?,or-o!-

her barbaric costume excited the ardor of
the men and the rage of the women of the
court. The Empress Eugenle pleaded I1l1I-
ness 48 an excuse, and left the ballroom to
weep for envy.

Worth once wrote of thls costume: “The
eelebrated dress In which the Countess de
Oostiglions appeared av a subsequent en-
tertalnmerit of this character as Salammbeo,
and wblclh was sald to be so extremoly
Indellente, wonld scarcely canse a remark
If worn at the present day. It was a robe
in black and searlet plush, and was mode
without sleeves and with only & narrow
band of gold paesing over each shoulder,
/R style that ls nniversally adopted now,
but which in the days when evening dress.
es were nll mode with short lace trimmed
sleeves reaching balf way to the eibow
had a rother startilng effect. This of
course was enhanced by the beauty of the
wenrer, who was formied as perfectiy as
& statue."

The Empresa Eugenle was Worth's 11b-
eral patron until the falllug of the royal
hiouse about her ears drove her from
France.

“Throngh the Inflaence of the Countess
de FPourtoles I first submitted ope of my
ercations to the Fmpress,” writes Worth
fn memolrs, “It was a walking dress In
griay taffetas, trimmed with black velvet
ribbons, the skirt and jacket made 10
mateh, which was then an entlrely new
[dea, though the style has since become
go universal, The Empress admired (t ex-
tremely,

*‘Bnt, M. Worth she sald, T "shonld
not llke to be seen in public in so nowvel
a ecos{ume, I must walt till some one else
hos appeared 1o It; for In my position I
onglit not to set the fushion. T must be
content with rollowing it.' 8o the Countoess
de Pourthles took the dress, and six months
Inter 1 made ofie preciaely like It for the
Empress, which she wore at the Vincennes
rmers I mnde her at the same time o
hoyme dress in black molve antlque. She
was then In mourning for her slster, the
Ducliesse d'Albp. The house gown Wad
cut princess, that s to say, with skirt
nnd corsage In one plece, the first dress
ever made fn that style. This was the
first ordor from my imperial customer that
T ever filled.

“The Empress appesred at a costume ball
at the house of Mme. Tasoher de ln Pa.
gerle, one of the relatives of the Hmperor,
in her first fanecy costume, which was fur.
nlghed by me. It was n dresg In black
tulle nng marabout fenthers, representing
Night.

How the Empress Was
Won by a Dressmaker.

“Ior her own first fancy ball T made her
an elegant costume, In which she was to
have lmipersonated Dinnn. The quiver was
In silyer, nnd the Wmpress hnd catised a
portion of the dlamonds of the crown to be
mounted as n long garland of onk leaves
ang acorns, which she was to have worn
fastened transversely across the corsage.
But tie mysterions death of a young rela-
tive of the Imperial family preventsd her
from appedaring at the ball except incog-
nuits and shrotided In a plaln domino.

“Another faney costume that I made for
ber wns an exact peproductlon of the
dresa of Marie de Medlels from a contem-
porary portrait. When she trled It an for
the Emperor's approval, he found It too
sombre, and to replace It we furnished nt
twenty-four hours' notlee a copy of the
tollet worn hy Marle Antolnette |n the
well-known partralt of Mme. Le Byan, The
hooped skirt was Invented fpr the Empress
to concenl the appronching event nf the
Prince Imperial, and 1t was the exnected
birth of the Princess Beutrice that Ie {o
it Immedinte adoption by Oneen Victopln,'

“As unto the buw the eord |s. g0 unto (he
man I8 woman,'" sang Tennysom, ana
Monsleur and Madame Worth might have
Insplred the conplet. As he loved with n
love that wns almost passion the gleam ot
the sunlight upon rleh colors. the touech of
fabrics soft and brilltant as a bitterfly's
wing, so did she. As he studied tle flgare
and earriage and complexion of his prtrons
with the nervousness of the dnnelng mnster
and draped rich folds abeng thewi with the
eye of on nrtlst, so '
dld she, As his win
was supreme with a
customer, e0 was hera,
As he was quick to
gee  the  gmesthetic
needs of a costomer,
g0 was she.  Ag hin
eye glowed with the
fervor of the poet
when the finlshed gar-
ment was os rliyth-
mie, as glowing, as
benutiful as a com-
pleted poem, so did
hers, and ne the fush-
lonalle world ‘mourns A
his loss It mourns

hac ° 'LAST DESIGN MME. WORTH MA

A DREAM OF LOVELINESS FOR THE
LONDOX

SEASON.
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