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SECRETARY ALGER MAKES
A PARALYZING DISCOVERY.

" He Finds Out Why Our Soldiers Have Been
Dying Like Sheep on Trans-
port and in Camp. -

“THEY WERE FED TOO. MANY DAINTIES AND
SUFFERED FROM HOMESICKNESS!”

The Blameless Secretary, with McKinley Behind
Him, Will Now Sternly Proceed to
Lock the Stable Door.

Secretary Alger signalizes the return of General Miles’ss tinfevered, strong and healthy troops
by exonerating himself from blame for the horrible death rate among the soldiers over whose wants

lic had supervision.

Fverybody else thought that stupidity, cupidity, politics and indifference in the War Depart-

ment were responsivie.

But Mr. Alger dinscovers that youthful carelessness, overfeeding and homesickuess carried off

manv hundreds.

vaders of Cuba would have all come home as fat as Shafter.

Mr. Alger is an intellectual and moral curiosity, and interests the world.

Buit for the homesickness the Secretary, evidently, wants it believed that the in-

But the place for ex-

hibiting such curiosities is not in a department of the Government of the United States. What are

museums for?

Whshingtoy, Sept. T—Secretary Alger is
now |m||iu;',' Lis aifnles i &hape Lo aidmit
of lils abeenee from Washinglton on' q tour
of inspection of the srmy caips through-
and the country.. He will leave to-moreow
nlzht, geing frsy o Camp Meude, Pentuyl-
vanld, sod {henee to Detroit.

Now (hut the active war operations have
loatii (e Seoretary (fecls free Lo express
edrtain views entoriamed by the President
kol himself respestiniz the plans for the
treatment of the soldlers and touching the
persons upon whom respensibilities should
be piaced for some of the matters of com-
plnint. Tw this connection he spys:

“The reglnients that have heen ordéred
mustered ot will be mustered ont.  The
regliments that Have been Jdesignated by
the President to reinala in the seevice will
bave Lo remnultl. As soon ns we have s
tered out 100000, more or less, we shall
renrEnnizge the army—every hrigade, div
shan and/corps, and put them into comfort.
e eamps  untll suceh of them as dre
needed are withdrawn for serviee In Cnba,
Porte Mico and the Philippines,

ST tloese eamps, with experience of the
pnst to gulde us, suniiary condltions will

e strictly etiforced, The men composing
whe army will ke trented ns soldiers. 'They
will by shown every |I'u'mnllnlo considin-
tion gnd their henlth will 'be presevrved.

Officers to Be Held Accountable.
“The officers commonding regi-
ments aod companles will be held
strictly aecountable for the sani-
tary condition of the eamps. They

nre the onex who should be held re-
sponsible. Doring the war many of
these officers disregmrded the spe-
cifie dnstruction® that had been

By Associated Press.

#Zlven lwoking to the proper coarce of
their men.  Now it is time for them
io tnke this work apon themselves,
and, with the Enowledge thiat they
are to remain In service, they will
be expected to devote thedr best en-
ergles 4o the work.

“Wheres wmen are Ineompetent to dls-
chatge these duties. they must give wiy to
cofpélent men, for again 1 wish to make It
clpde that these compnny nod regimenisl
offlcers are to be held tw nccount for the
woelfare of thelr men, e

“Now n word as to the feeding of
the 1roops. The army ratlon is
all that I8 necessary for the sol-
dier. 1 hope that there will he
lexs food glven to the men from
ountslde sourees, The deintles grati-
flod the iaste of the men, bnt the
are of no real help and only ten
to hreed dissatisfaction where they
do not actunlly destroy the health
of the men. The army rotlon to-
dny, na it has been and ax 1t will he
lln the future, Is a sound, healthy
dlet.

Young Men Violated Health Laws

“The princlpal diftlenlty we have had fo
sontend with 1# the recklessness of youth.
I'n ihe vigor of sovnd healih the young
men who went to mile up onr army eould
ant be Indaced to take proper care of them-
aplves, Phey think that nothing can harm
theni: that they can viglate any and all of
the Inws of health with fmpunity.

“When n tegiment is designated to be
mustered out no furtlier appeals will he al-
lowed to Inflilence the department to change
its programme. That order 15 golug to be
strictly obgerved unill the President de-
eldes that he cun make a farther reductlion
fn the army. When soch  rednetion I8
mide thete will be ng diserimination in re-
leasing the troops. It ls not possible to
malntain the sxset ratio. because to do so
wanld be to divide regiments, but the pur
pose will be to treat nll States fairly, and
as nearly allke as possible,

been cansed by the Inconsidernte publica-
tlons In the sengational newspiapers. Some
of it lsalse chargeable to the fact that the
men entered the Army with the expectatlon
that thelr services Would be very short.

“HEHvery experienced officer knows
thaw't n  grest many men died of
homeslekness, Following the de=-
pression that ensmea upon home-
sickness, come other maladies to
which the homesick soldier falls an
ensy vietim, and it s Impossible 1o
chevlk thelir conrse.

Try to “Brace Up” the Men.

YNow to my mind the American
people should try 10 Brace up these
men; to enconrige them and cause
them to remember that they are
soldiers and nre expected to meet a
soldier's dutlex.

“Tha people of thls eountry should not
be given the lmpression that they have

sent Into the army a Jot of boys unfit to
withstand the ucavoideble viclssitudes of
cawsp Tife. Bome of the complnints that
have  Deen  poblished are ecalenlated to
make the Americnn army appedar In a poor
light to the eres of the Ameriean people,
and also to those of the nations ef the
world."

Tha Secretary gave an earnest of his
Eurpuml to enrry out strietly the deelslen

o hind nonounced to hold field oiflcers re-
iﬂgonﬁih]e for the condition of thelr men In
the ease of Private Hogh Parrott, who was
reported to have perished In hls tent at
Montauk, lacking medleal attendancs, This
wnig the cage to which Reprasentative
Grosvenor had directed the attention of the
War Department.

The Secretnry several days ago called
npon the chmmnnr}in?‘ officer ut Camp Wi-
koff for a report on this subject, sud to-day
he sent n peremptory oriter to CGeneral
Bhafter hy telegraph to create a court of
Inguiry to lovestigate the casge, or, if the
focts warranted It, to shorten the procesd.
Ings by orderlng a court-martial at once
for the offlecer responsible for Parrott's

“he great complaint of the soldiers ls
homesickness, anil o great denl of this h“h

fack of attention,

AGUINALDO MUST QUIT OR
FIGHT AMERICAN TROOPS.

General Otis Cables That a Clash-with the Insurgents
[s Imminent and President McKinley

L

Washinglon, Sept. T.—President MeKin-
ley fears trouble with Aguinaldo, the
Philipploe Iosurgent ehlef, 'To.day he Is
in peceipt of o message from Major-Generil
Otis; in command of the American troops
st Manila, that Aguinalido has been given
twenty-four hours in which to retire from
the suburbs of that city. Should he fail
to do e, General Otls wlill drive him out
by force. M

It a shot Ia fired against the Insurgents
it means the Imnledigte reluforcement of
(eneral Otls's command by s least 10,000
voluntesrs. Mustering out will he stopped
and sn army will be hurried across the
continent to Sam Francisco and from San
Franelseo to Manila sz rapldly as steam
can carry 1t. Once begun tliere is no tell-
Ing when this war will end.

Heports from Manila have shown for
some thme that Agulnuldo was very resi-
less and ellned to push himself where he
was not wanted. When General Merritt
arrived at Maniln with the last reinforpe.
ments, just before the clty was oaptured,
L fonnd it necessary to deal with the In-
surgent chlef with a firm hand. He or-

derad his men out of the trenches and
marched In the Astor Battery and the Cai-
{fornia  Volunteers. Klpce then troiblea
bave been sccumulating, and from the

Is Alarmed.

Congressmen  who were pleading for the
mustering out of eertaln volunteer regi-
ments that it would be Impossible just now
to grant thelr requests. In duswer to their
expreseions of surprise he wa forecd to tell
expressions of surprise he waa foresd (o tell
Phllipplaes. To one Congressipan he sald:
iphe sltuation s very grave.

The (ongressten left the White House
feeling assured that fighting wis pot yet
over for the Amerlcan Volunteers. The re-

west for the mustering out of some of
;]L\_em were for troopg now In Porto Rivo,
gnd they were told that these men would
be required there,

The aglnforcements which were to go
from this country to Porto Rleo wlll now
have to go to the Phillppines If General
Otis Is forced to extreme mMeasures. An
army of slxty thousand will have to be
ready to go to Coba next mopth., Had [t
not been for the threatening news from
the Phillppines the mustering out policy
wonld have gone along as rapldly as con-
ditlons would permit,

While the President feels the gravity of
the situation, he knows that General Otis,
with the pssistance of Admiral Dewey nnd
the gurt of hls fleet now In Manila Ray,
will be able to hold his own until the arei-
val of enongh reinforcements to thoronghly
subjugate the Island, ¥Ma, howevey, feary
that n struggle betwaen the Americans and
the insurgents may result In complleations
that will serlously affect the work of the
Perce Commission.

Nalther fs {he Presidsut so sare that
Buropean complicsiions ML oot vesult.
¥t Iz feared that thils trouble is & result
of n Intrlgue. There lss been no
gi!‘t.f-l.lf!i )

for the warious insults cpst on
he Ame ciﬁa ay the ﬁmnm&l 'Eegg. and

tonor of General Otls's cable thay
buve reached a polnt berond endurance,
Zhe President to-day was forced to tell

the cliarges that German officers were

tampering with Aguinalde snd his men
have never been officinlly denfed from Ger-
man sources. 'I'hls may be the beglaning
of another struggle of more far-reaching
cansequences than the one Just ended with
Spain.

An officinl bulletln was Issued st the
War Department this evenlng stating that
100,000 volunteers could be mustersd out,
pud no moére. The remainder of the vol
unteer army and the regulars would be
kept In gerviee for duty in Coba, Porto
Rico and the Phillpplnes.

GEN. SHAFTER:
‘PLL SA__Y_EOTHING.’

Laconic Reply of the General
to Statement of His Chief

Regarding Santiago.

Cumwp Wikoff, Mountauk Point, N.X., Sept.
7.—A Juurnal correspondent visited General
Shafter, wlio still hus his headquartsrs In
hiz tont at the deientlon psmnp, this af-

tesnoon, and read to hlin Genernl Miles's
Etatement
Genern) Shafter listened with keenest

attention nnd nt 1fs eud sald: J

wSo ﬂ”IPu sald all that, did he?
“'guf b\ any nothing.''

That wns eyery word he would utier,

GEN. MILES REPEATS HIS CHARGES

«Ihave been wil-
ling to give
Shafter all the
credit but I do
not believe in
being robbed.”’

«] was given the
widest discre-
tion; 1 ar-
ranged all the
terms of the
surrender.”

«Talk along the
line that I was
sent to Santi-
ago to super=
sede Shafter is
rubbish.’’

«] was in com-
mand of the
army, and in
every way in
my power | as-
sisted General
Shafter,"”

«f was opposed
to rushing an
ill-prepared
army. In this
position Istood
alone.”
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Planned the entire campaign as it was carried out.
ter. Prevented Shafter from retreating before Toral's forces.

erously left to Shafter the honor of receiving the surrender. Hurried to Porto Rico and invested that island. Made Porto
Rico ours by a swift, clean-cut campaign.

HERE was a good deal more joy among the natives when General Miles landed in Porto Ri . :
35l the Wiith Mgy settoitns 3 nded in Porto Rico than was felt in the War Department

It gives the whole country satisfaction to know that General Miles is home again.

adge that_ he not only came home well himself, but brought his soldiers back in a state of health distressing to Mr. Alger’s sense of the fit-
ness of things—in a state worthy of a General who understands the business of war in all
humane care of his men’s lives between battles.

The contrast presented by these soldiers from Porto Rico to the pathetic wrecks who were starved and poisoned, not

but in the home cam
bing politician at the

AND LAYS THE FACTS BARE.
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«No officer is fit
to commgnd
who wouwuld
needlesslyrisk
the life of a
soldier.”

««] took the stand
first that every
effort should
be made to
equip the
Cubans.”

«From the mo~
ment I arrived
in Santiago |
wWas respon-
sible for what
might occur.”

——

«The Island of
Porto Rico w as
fairb; won and
became a part
of the United
States."

«During nine«
fteen days I
kept the Span-
iards guessing
what the next
move would
be.t
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GENERAL MILES’S RECORD IN THE LATE WAR.

Hastened in person with reinforcements to the relief of Shaf-

Dictated to Toral the terms of the Santiago surrender. Gen-

when the same warrior disem barked at New York.

There is a double satisfaction in the knowl-
its branches, including decent transportation and
in Cuba solely,

nd c er and the purpose and capacity of a job-
about providing soft berths for proteges, and profit for trafficking favorites

ps, is the measure of the difference between the purpose and capacity of a soldi
head of the War Department, more cuncemgd
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than for the welfare of the patriots who took up arms to ight for their fiag. ‘ !‘:—!{J
General Miles sails in with all his woodwork removed and his decks cleared for action. lj\“‘-#’
. .u I . . . - ..v -
R It[ nlaI evident that while he has too much regard for his own dig nity and the proprieties of his position to offer battle through the press, 5
1e 1s as lully prepared to deal with the Washington contingent as Schley and Sam 7 e C : e . Bt
¥ : of Schle Sampson were to handle Cervera th i ioa- o
tor showed his head. faegstaas that ol QAN - | o
He salutes the official authority of the Secretary ¢ i : i
3 Secretary of War, but he can hardly be suspec ining ei i i
A dly spected of entertaining either respect or affection for . i

Mr. Alger.

conduct of the war.”

That is a.glove thrown at the feet of Mr. Alger.

“I have been willing to give General Shafter all the credit due him, but I do net believe in being robbed.™
That is another glove, cavalty size. f

z

The interview
stamps as substantial

. Nor is General Miles the man to quail even at the august frown of Mr. McKinley himsélf,
"I shall neither oppose nor court an official inquiry,” he said to the

Journal yesterday, “but 1 stand ready to answer for my part in the

with Mr. Whelpley, of the Kansas City Star, which took W

R ashington aback and stirred the country, General Miles
veCcy, - BE !

That interview charges the War Department with duplicity, with conspiring to undermine the authority of

the Lxenera} of th.e A’rmy. with failure to keep secret the plans for the invasion of Porto Rico, with neglect to furnish promised landing appara- Tt

tus, at_ld with rejection of precautions proposed by General Miles that would have saved the army in Cuba from being assailed b cnt A J."”:#
able diseases. i 3 i < -
That interview is a glove of steel, the claug of which asi N e = \ 22
8 ; g of which as it-dands before Alger, Corbin and McKinley, wakes ect ‘hi ; : M
et e ger, Mekanley, wakes echoes which travel to every /,-_ - &

~ - F v o s . ik
It 1s a notification to 2321 (:‘Dncer.ncd that Nelson A. Miles, soldier and gentleman, comes ashore with lance 'in rest and visor de; /e
resolved _tlo ]:101(1 the pass of his rights and to charge for his honor and the truth’s sake should the challenge be accepted w;" ey
Will it be accepted? O e "
1

Not if the quaking lot at headqtiarters can escape the necessity, : -
The public hopes that events will oceur to force Commantler-im-Chief McKinley and Secretary of

insubordinate and fit

The people hope this because they know General Miles, and are a
scope of his offending should be wider than can now be alleged.
and speaking of wrongs done him and the service, there is popular fai
consideration that because of incompetence in the War Depart
numibers bave been wantonly, criminally sacrificed, and the Army ofithe United States put t

It 13 good that there is among 1s now a man whose military.

/

/

S\ oy
stbject for court martial. e Gcm:fal o
¢ _:'.-are that should there be a court-martial he would s_ce._gﬂ it that
1T officially accused of bursting through the tape bonds of mi'i'i'!;ﬁn. ot
ith that General Aliles would not forget 1o add for L‘h?'.{:oﬁ;’
ment, sustained by the White Mouse, the lives of American soldier

to shame belore the world. .
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