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A PEEP AT THE CRITICS—By Alan Dale.

tered, enraged, en-soured, and plenty of [dry goods peopls how to sell thelr wares, | over in the jury room. Critles never sit|nlan style that would be plensant to read| grinding out views that tahibles will miaow
other “‘ens.” In faor, thronghout bis euntire |or bosrding house mistresses bhow to cook together. Haif the critlcs of New York | even !f he had nothlng to sey, s another|mt sn Ineompetent or dishonest. They have
misow, you gather that most of Lis rage | thelr hash, don't “speak” to the other half, They |evidence of newspaper generosity. Mr, Le-| worked themselves jnto a state of nervous
Is due to the fact that the people nre:' The critlc’s duty Is to hls editor first, sod | give twelya separate opintons of the play, |ander Richardson, whesa crlticlsmns are nl-excitement; they hear the fell ories of myr-
obllged to go to the theatres In order to|to his public next. He doesn't wrlte for |and as a comedy like ‘Cyrano™ is a dainty | Ways rich with adjéctival coloring and frunk miidong calllng out “Copy! Copy! Copy!”
dlscover what the plays sre about, They|mansagers, and he doesn't write for etors. | morsel that appeals to each In a differen; | views, Is equally entertwining when he 15| And when they gel to thelr beds, with
can’t sit In their rooms.with five cems:l‘{e Is there to express his own oplafon—gen- | way, the publle gets varlous impresslons, | [audatory or censorlous.  Acton Davies| throbbing palses, It ls with a sense that
worth of mewspapers and get the whole erally 4 competent and trained opinfon—and | ull instructive enough In thelr wny. The |g£lves his publlc a treat {n faultless Boglish, they bave asccompilshed a thankiess task.
ghow. No. If they want to know the If theatrical people resd blm, that 1s his!eritle does all hix work In &n inconcelyably | Plquant humor and candld fayor or AISfavor.| Or sonrge, It 14 not o thankless task, but at
truth they must pay thelr good money at| misfortune rather than hls fault. He be-|iimited spice of time, so that the public |Je8Ble Wood makes us luugh with the Bap-| pegnient 1r alwaye seems so.

gt e——— the box office, That is hard snd cruel. [longs to the publle. The theatre has other |can get everything fresh from the griddie| PIest pletures thut man or muld eould Im-|  \p pamieable writer in a weekly spoke
i Alan Dale, What are critics for, If 1t Isn't to prevent |luxuries to savor. The public is anxious to|of Arst tmpressionwhich fs the truest und | BFine. There Id genlus Ip her carleatures |, waox of the manager who would (o
e L _— this extravagant expenditure? Merely for |know something about the plas—and to|best impression, I maintafn. And the pub.| 204 the lucky public gets them for & eent| oy e arifies. Suld bo: “He would kiek
i".\."- the manngers? Tabby's minow was sup- | know thut something amuslogly., The pub-|lic knows which eritle it prefers. They Mr. B, Al Dithmar takes ‘3’ back to the over a temple founded by the hest wits of
- 4 e 00 negé an [he Badn 56 0 ported by {he back-fence that stood for ir|lc doesn't want fo be bored with technieal|have all bepn tested. clagsleal diys when things were better than) oy 0o Rawe, winged and towered by
N L In this way: ““The ‘eritics,’ ns the dramailc |essays, written st home before the play | Let me give you an !nside peep at these :_::{ :;:iym\:e:ﬁ 1":::_; I:v;:::‘gr‘ot::,t?::: the nleest tastes of Eagland's [iterature,
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A selves, conslder that an all-wise Providence lot from the griddle of first Impressions. | of venallty, and niade to feel that they are 3 of dramnatic eriticlsm.
_ : \ . 2 e ng Ufe to
¥ ) MOdern Dral l |a|]C (Flth]Sl ' | Phlr- has ereated them to Leach great mctors the  The publle gets to know its eritle Just ss it wiitts, but for whom the public s thank. ti‘tile drﬂ;&a:n:: hci::aglzgo:::r :gfusfnx aEple the public to fancy that it is and of a right
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' eritie.” I might add that the public might | enterialns us, and we can get A good idea |and eall the services of gentlemen of edu- |, 30 It watk. 'You often hear this quaint|® hlgh-mi!(w_l bar to minterrupted pros-
= - also be Intensely relfeved wvere there but|of what to expest from reading his com- |eatlon, culture and anselfishpess, The New little person [;1 oA thc-mre lobby, m&kmgipurky. Wean the crowd from confidence
o LUDICROUS, and naturally mony-im;; that you want to stroke and pet. You|one newspaper. m¢nfs, We know that be Is honest. We | York public has its Willlam Winter, a |yuoh remarks na “How putrid this play juif e the J “d_“m"m ettt By e
A2 ous person—evidently & comblud- sdwlre bis frenzy because It Is so “cute.”| Of course, the whole thing is n gorgeous, (know that be siys what he thinks. Dra-|post, & dramatie author, and 8 student, | How oan T slt It out? And pext morning | Proved arbiters of the stage, and your way
T < thon of the nasuccesstul actor and the | After having rend nll the papers to try and | spsngled joke, but I have been askoed to [matio crisielsm [s not the verdlet of the | whose lenguage Is far superlor to that of |yoy rend that *the play wes tamultwoudly Is elear to the exploitation of whateyver s

likely to pander w the baser moods of hu-
munity."

L have been quite serfous—haven't I%-.
over the growl of an “ontsider,” whn
writhed Ip Indignation becavse he had to
buy a seat for “Cyraoe’” In order to see
whether *“Cyrano” was enjoyable. Nu
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