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EPORT i= circulated among European courts that the Emperor
Fransg Jose!f of Austria will marry the Princess Maria de las
Mercedes of Spaln, who.was Queen during the six months

between her father’s death and the

birth of her brotlier, Alfonse XTI

The Emperor is nearly seventy, the Princess just eighteen.

He {8 the most unhappy monarch In the world

brother have dled by viclence.

His wife, son and

She represants the mogt rotten and decreplt nation in the world.
The marriage 13 needed for the salyvation of Austria and the peace of

Europe.
his empire will go to pleces,
flagratlon will break out.

If the mperor have no other heir than his disgraced nephew
In that event the univeral Elropean con-

By Edgar Saltus.

RANZ JOBEFP of Austria s
roported as about to marrey
Moriedes of  Spain. The
Emperor is nearly seventy,
the Uride §s just elghteen.
But the mateh Is not 1l-
assorted. He js the woon-
areh of a totterfng natiom,

she Is the princess of n
gumbling  tealm. Personally, he Is an
$imlable gentleman and she an unaffected
Er

#ut behind bim are chronicles of dignster.
Behind her are annals of defeat.

Thelr vnlen, therefore, will be not merely
that of ma veteran preparing for denth and
of & malden preparing for Jife; it will be
the wedding of two of destiny’s victims,
the nuptinls of puppets of fute.

Murin de Ias Mercedes, Princess of the
Asturias, Is the daughter of the last king
of Spaln, Ehe was &0 named by him iy
memory not of his firgt love—he lnd a huo-
dred—but In memory of Lis Arst real love
and first wife. The latter, Mercedes de
Montpensier, was one of the prefticst 1t-
ile girls that Beville ever saw, nnd Bevile
has secd many.

The King—he was Just King then—adgored
her, The eceremony which eusued wus
mediseval In heauty. Madrid went mad with
dellght, Tnrslx montls the gl was dead.
There are people who piretend to know
why. There are no 4tate secrets auy more,
But this Is gossip. The polnt Js that that
which klled her iworally killed him. The
marriage which follswed with the lady swho
at present Is Quesn Regent was for ressons
sntirely dynnstic, Clnuvaa recalled  the

ict to her on ong occasion, otherwlse justl- To recite & fraction of them woild mquln would be.

fied, when she wanted to tulk dlvotie,
ready death Had that muatter ln charge.

Alfonslto, the Rey Ninp, waa a posthiu-
mous gurprise, But anterlorly Mercedey
ad been born., The Istter, at the death
of her father, relgned for slx months, Then;
Alfongito appearing, she took m bck sear,
As he was only five years old she did not

mind very much, The elvenmstance, hows
ever, has been regarded as unfortunate.
Alfonsite is the thirteenth of hls nawe,

The number 15 nceounted uwnloeky, and
every self-respecting Spaniard' s 85 super-
stitlous as & mapleker,

fl'here Is reason for that. Columbus put
town an idea, borrowed a boat on It and
brought back a world. Through what his-
tary may be trasted to recognlze dsg one of
the great flouls of fate, Spuln's rule over
the world which he found ended last Sum-
mer” with the sinking &f the ship nomed
after him. If that is not cnough to make
even a Spanish sgnostie superstitions one
may wonder whnt ls. But the point Is else-
where, {2 _;

Botween. those two dates, between the
time when Christoplier Oolumbus set sabl
aud the Cristobnl Colon wns sunk, the
most powerful empire that ever exlsted, an
empire which extended from: Burope to
Asla, whose Amorienn dependencies
stretehed for fo tlhie norih 'of Canecer anld
far to the south of Capridorn, an empire
on whith' the sun pever get, collnpsed.

Bad governmesnt dld If, bad judgment
anil something worse—bad falth. The ad-
ministration was rotren when [t wis not
honrtless, usitally. 1t wag bolh, nud so, too,
was the court. Wheldeandals of tlie intter
have been so resomant that tliey echp still

aed  Emperor 10
Marry a Child,

Al or his wife

not ‘a eplumn; but 4 catalogue. It Is this
which Mereeides represents. Behind the
girl is not merely the pletture of p nation's
fnll, there {8 with (t the pageantry of
gplendid shame and the speotacle of royal
slnners.

Franz Josef vepresents Jess sin than sor-
row. The Hapsburgs, from whom he de-
scends, rujed fhe Romon roost; they rufed
the German Empire, too. In Rurope for
seven  centuries they were mighty among
the mightiest. But thelr glory has passed,
thielr gtar has set, the house gnd the name
of It nre {ll-omenid,

I'ranz Jogef's first appeaiance was at a
review of hig army. By way of encournge-
ment an anarehist tried to” kil him. His
Inst official appearance was nt the funeral
with whom anonther avarchlst
had soceeeded better, During the lnter-
vening years he saw Lombardy and Vene-
{la slip from him. ¥He saw his primacy in
the German eonféderation evaporate, He
gaw losses to the monarchy such as the
Rtnte hid not suffersd since the days of
Marit Theresa, and dlsasters comparable
only to those which Napoleon produced.
He saw the turmolls and jealousies of his
unrelated rages, the revolls of Magyars
and of Czechs.

These things being insulliclent, fite sup-
plled more, There was his brother; Max-
imillian, butcheréd by Juarez on the plain
of Querdtaro, There waa his son, Rudolph,
knocked on (he head In A dronken hrawl,
and there wos Lils wife, whom an obgenre
reptile’ recently murdered.

Onue has to go back to the herolc age, 1o
[tlia old tragedies of the Greek dramutists,
to find o King pursued by Nemesis as re-
lentlessly &8 he. No soverslgn of modern
times Lins supped on horrors so protracted-
ly. One after anothsr, brither, son snd
wife were taken from bhim—the first by a
bullet, the second by n bottle, the thivd
by a heast, That the homb which explodes
in the paths of Emperors has been nlsent
from bis own iz due, perhnps, to one of
fale's peflnepients—that lving he might
suller more,

To-day without an belé aod with the o
ture of the emplre menaced, wearyand alone,
the old man stands, He has daughters, Ins
deed; and he has also nephews, hut for rea-
sond too-complex for recHal here they are
for gvallnble, One nephes,; Otto, regardprd
for a {inle as hele .presumpiive, showed
bimeelf ss unfitted to relgn m3 A coster
Tha granddon of Bopba, the

TO SECURE
AN
HEIR TO
THE
THRONE.

(Copyrizht, 1808, by W, R,

Hearst)

waorst of Lthe Bourbons, which Is saying a
greal denl, his one title to distinctlon Is a
publle insult swhich he offered to hls wife
anfl for which the Nmperor honored him
with personnl and egqually public: chastise-
mept. Consldered as an Delr, he is worse
than none, hnd yet an heir there must be.

'he npme Hapsburg, derived from Ha-
blehitsburg, means a vuliure's nest. When
Rudolph was kllled there ensued a stuopor
fnto which presently fittered the discern-
ment that, barring a miracle, the name was
tidomed, that vulfurss of anpther brood,
birds of prey that nested not “within the
venlin, but without, were hovering at the
frontler; walting but for the helrless Em-
peror to die to batten on the empire's
vitals,

The posibillly miny goem anlmportant, It
15 the reverse, To Austrin the pressrvation
of the dynasty may mean but the preservas
tion of the empire, yet to the world ths
preservation of the emplire means the pres:
ervation of the Triple Alifange, and to Ko
rope that, for some (lme past, has spelled
Pence.

To insure these things a miracle was re-
quired. In s stead an Infamy occurres.
The wite of T'ranz Josef was killed.

The lnte sEmpress had everything which
an artificla]l world enn give except artl
ficlallty, everything which Dojer can be-
slpw except mighi. If she ever harmed a
buman belog, that bhumad belng wns her-
self,, The asassination of a woman such
aa she was, polltleally speaking, wanton,
and, goclolly, without exzcuse. But It get
Frans Josef froe,

4 month bas’little more fhan come and
goue since then:  Last week H was reported
that the widowed monarch was preparing
to marry agaln. As aleeady’ zeclted, tha

bride-to-ba Is Mereedes bf Spaln.  Bheould
tho matringe (ke place #nd a chlld re-
sull, thers will ‘be the mlreacle, indesd.

And yet It mighit not be o inlraculons after
all,  Thinkers of ken have averred thiat
it fifty a husband usunlly becomes a fath-
ce: &t sixty ravely; ar seventy, alwars,
Hut thit 18 a very eynleal lWdea. To turn
from it to poetry Is pleasunt:
Uy glebt nur oln Kalserstadt,
.Ep glebs vus “m Wiy,

, -

J

Che Sister of the Litde Boy

Ring of Spain.

\

s glebt nur aln Welberstndt
Und dne Ist Berlio.

So rans the legend, Llke olliers It Ia
false, The real elty of women ls Vienna.
It would be Indecorous to deseribe it as a
beactiful harem, but there Is mo !mpropri-
ety In stating that the perls of paradise
are not as pretty nor half as well dressed
48 nre the spltanns ¢f the Impesin] Court
They have the Orlent In thelr eyes and
llps that say Drink me,

Among the ‘bege! ements of these Indlea
Franz Joset mav lhave faltored, but he
uever foila Fis lfe has differed from that
of his gon, differed, too, from that of his
nephew. He may wot be withont reproach,

[but, then, who is? The point is that though

Even
Allngin-

a royal he has mot becn m rake.
oflierwise. {he Dislnnces ln which

dated old kings and fale young princesses
-y bave been suffersd to remain «childless ara.

sufMiplentiy Irfreguenisto dispense w'th ol
tutlon,
Ta the Kalser, then, Hoolil

To the Ksi-
L4, to thelr offsprinz, CGe-
Yet even In the

garln. Frosit!
granote Mahlegit linmer!
tonst the pen halts ln conjecture. Though
It g fuli alént that the dyonasty Le pe-
surel ene, wondets wiat will be the chronis
cles of {t which history shall' register.

The mingling of the Hupsburg bane with
the Ponrbon blight has been effectad be-
fure. The last time it ecccurred the resait
was tho thirteenth Alfonso, What a re-
uniee of thelr 11l omens can  accomplisa
now wWe may sormise, yef perhiaps neger
know.' Pebind the one vistas of traged'cs
nurel!,  Hehipd the.other is 8 panorama
of cofeni. The backgronnd of both is
aglow with splendor and with sin, But

above each the ihree Futes sit spinning. Is practically fire and waicr proof 1“' i"' ' Fo
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Paner to Be Made Out
of Aluminum,

Expetiments with alumignin ss & sub
stituta for puper ure now under way I8
Franece, It Is well known that the papes
usad fo-day in the manufucture of books
is not durnble,

It is now posslble to roll miuminim hth
shivets four-ihousandihs of* &n  Inch ln
thickness, In which form 1t welghe M
than paper.
machinery these shévts can be mafle m
thiuner stiil, and can be nseil for book and

wrliing paper. The metal, will not oxidize

udmctﬂ:le by the Jupws efiu-.,

By the adoption of sultabls’

prow._ Al m.



