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RUTHFUL JAMES AND THE KLONDIKER. B8
g BY BRET HARTE.
'm woz, Sittin free — like ez you and me— in our camp on the Stanislow, i)
_ ¥ 'Round a Christmas fire of bresh and briar stirred up by a pitch-pine bough;
Anddones of Yolo had Tinished his solo op Bilson's prospectiny- pan. ERE
And we all woz gay until Jetferson Clay Kem inwith a Klondike man. e |
% ‘N'ow 1 most despise low language and Ilf":)' -as L used o remarkj’e}ye, | &
“&*_ Burthe¢ sail of> Truth-thoughhe was Put & youth - looked out of that™
! A Strangers eye; . | -
! v :iZSnd the thinds he said 1 had n'awcnt read i the papers down on “tbeﬁiap e
: _ - nd the words he choosed woz'the Kind wot?s used iy ﬁ)e be)‘t“ ?J)e&y"fﬁ’f_pl&j B
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i ]{( talked of shows and o whisky wot jroze i) the solidest” Kind of chunk, i
i “Which it took justa pound fo €0 fairly around when the boys had o first-class dranki =55
& i gndfq’{ pork that Was drilled and with dynamite filled bejore 1t"would yield to & blow. Jif S5
v I . : - For things wil be Strange when thermometers range to 25'?9' degrees below.” 1 =;,
£ } G _ " ¥ |~ERN
'3 e Fow they made soupoy Doty —which the oldest” best sts - and &y " froma |kl
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" How'in Yukon valley a corps de bally might get up a Yine "menco” i
! (Bt,ﬁ.t‘);_ eir regular fare when they'd nothily to Spate and had finished their final mule, - 1SS
' Was the harness leather, which with hides went together, though the last™ * LSS
i didn't"Count” as a rule. ' ; Sk
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r Waw all this seemed tiue,and Tuie-natuml too,and then he spoke oy the “gold ol
g = ~And we all sot up,and refilled his cup, and this is the yafn he told: g
& There was gold in heaps-- but it’s there it Keeps, and-will Keep till the Judgment Da;; "*' = o
il o For it's very rare that™a man gets there -and the man that"is there must {5@’3 || AU
“ | ﬁ5 a thousand miles by then Russian i5les till you come onto * Fort Get There® i -._ S
+° (Whichthe same you ave ot if Yow'll Took at the spot~on the map that™ e
of gald is bare ). ] ' {3 \ HIESS
: Then at{_yer beging that the Amazon sking and the big sts(tfﬂjappa Knocks ont— HHESSE
) For 'S seventy miles €ross its mouthywhen it smiles, and - you've only - A
S begun your foute . . : A e
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s S5y ﬁe re Bilson arose with a keerless-like pose,and he gazed on that Klondike youth, 'kp L
N cll T And Re says: “Fair Sir, dovt think Linjer that your words are not words of truthy, HiESE
& S Bat” Td simply aske why- since that"all nien must die —>our sperit is ", {fE
£ : . wahderin' here . ' o f ' S ¢ (HA
Wb L M hen af Pa»{_gon th)'—?bc_umre_ts the piLy —yowve biny jroz. up nigh @ year Tilas
; “Nou needryt care — for I never was there,” said that'.sampl_e Klondike man .
B “«J'm & company-floater and ‘business promoter—and s 15 my fittle plan:
% L show you the dangers to which you are strangers and now jor & sum you'd
N learn (. hr - |
| "Howy‘ou Can expect us—as per this Prospectas ~to siasure yous saje retirn ™ JHE
‘ i hen (Bilrjor\ stared,ond he almost rased, put he spoke ina calm-like tone: - JHESS
& flor we're way-wornyand u'e"ear(, your utyle ISt cheery, we've had quite. {8
E , efough of your game " | | ot
X 'ﬂ-;”f—’_' what did @ﬁ%d’ us~ hetook that Prp;ped‘u_;, and he chucked it right RiIES
s S, “hen our Christmas tire of bresh .amdcg briar flashed up on the Starusfow 18
g | 2 SAnd Jefjerson Clay went softly dway with that youth with & downcastbrows i
) e And g iingi;f%lo repeated his Solo on %@t still calm evening ar; - - ol
- =mAnd we thought with a shiverof Yukon Iiver and the Fort’ thattwas called i
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