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sad & dream 1 hnd welghs heavily upon my mind.”

The Princess. #ho wanted o humor the Sov-
sabr. ' galid: “Hul haw about your dream? Qot
rieh it Excelie "

I i guleix)y told " eaadd Weripolof®. Y1 dreamt
thel & jowly peasaunt was thé saowse of my dis-
miswal And AlSgrace

“And when dld that Kappen—the dream I m:—an?‘
jusried Her Highnesa, »

“Three months aso”’

Princesa Tells intghed.

1 mast pomcliment you’ she' sald, “on your
farehamTmn oy I have sy number of rustics
:r?‘-‘.-:' trevelllng thraugh this provinee: if Youn
Hxocllency were ¥indjotive you would have frans-
ported at least ensthal! of the population to
T i )

Baying this, Princess Teiln wilked o the win-
Auw and toaked out Into the court yard below,
whare a number of milweay laborers weére drawn
ip I Tine gittrod In thelr hast.

Wi apecimens of manhood you have herea-
pout,” she tontinusd. ‘Look at thet fellow on the
loft wing, | never saw a better model for a-head

of the Saviour. -Bs the way, General, 1€ there any
sbjection to sending the man to Bt, Petersburg,
where T intend to return in & few weeks? He

" sowld sit for the altar plece with which I Hope to

present s Majesty the Cazar for Christmas. It
18 %0 Be plas=ad in the house chapel.™

The Gavernor fairly beamed with devotion.

“Youy Grand Ducal Highness's wish 18 a com-
mand (o me,” ha replied without hesltation, Al
Lhrt mament the Chiat of Police entered with 199 -
d'amtc}ur ane afddresdnd kg Princess Tulla, the .
other to Woripoloff,  Her El;-tmem attempisd ta

; See to It that T find no cause for com-
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I THRILLING STORY BY Th

THE CZARINA N GERMAN AND TRANSLATED INTO RUSSIAN AND ENGLISH FOR CHRCULATION AIONG THE MEMBERS

——

= EMPR

OF THE [MPERIRL FAMILY: ONLY.

This atory was written by the Empress of Russia for a book intended for private circulation among the:members of the Imperial family and

thelr friends

n M w, and by him furnished to o

orporated in a book

he surprised | group

ander II1. &lsp wrote a bhook of campfirg slories.

the story here given will not need to be
tirn tHe General's telegram over ta him, but Wer-
ipoloff explainad that atiguette forbade him to
open [t o her presence. So Princess Tella read
ber message, which wag one of greetings and

good wishes from. the Cesarewitch, and then the

aother,

“I'm eorey,! she said, “the dispatch calle you to
report at once to the Ministsr of the Interlor. I
trust it"s nothing ssrious.”

Presently the announcement was made that the
train had 1o procesd, amd Princess Tealla took leave

wumid the hurrahs of all assembled. Her
a5, hidwever, did not appear at the window

s her adieus and thanks, ns was customary.
i a'luﬂ' never ulsnking that as a foreigner the

Highne

Princess n\lr..'hl he unacquainted with Russian
nenees, noticed the omission with alarm. Perhaps
someboldy o something had offended the greét
I=dw. If that were the case; he. the Governor,
woulE he the sufferer in the end. The Gen-
fal-turned savagely . to the Master

of Fallcs,

“Your men looked and
ot ed llke drunken
loafers in the pras-
of Her High»
he cried,
‘mnid on the
outer side of
the ralls
Wers no

nee
neRs,’

told that

. Colonel,

Bhe is a GSerman and does not write Russian. Her German story was translated by M.
Journal staff correspondént a4t the time
similar to that recently published by Emperor Willam.of Germany. In this bpok he told two stories—one of them deseribing how
of officers during the Kiel celebration, and the other detailing certain jnteresting experiences in a Berlin restaurant.
Indeed, it is.a fad for the members of this particular royal lne to write books.

“Princess Tella' stands for the Czarina herself.

“He goes to St. Petersburg to the Peter-Paul
fortress, of course,” snapped the Colonel. That
done you will keep to your room for threp days,
and the next three days do day and night service,
to remind you of your negleot of duty on this
august oceasion.”

The statlon master, who had dverheard the
approached Schelinsky when the pollee
mogul had withdrawn. ‘T'm sorry for you,” he
sald good naturedly. *You were punished for no
reason whatever,”

“Pshaw,” laughed the lieutenant, “that’'s the
way of the world, Blg fish will always eat the
little ones. There i= only one way out of it—erow
and become an oppressor on your own hook. T am
& terror in my own Jittle way, and can visit my
displeasure, If T feel any, on quite a goodly
number of people. There Is this Mis-
¢ha, for instance, the
ecause of all this
trouble, Per-
haps you
think I
wont
take

IDECORATING THE
PaaaLLuIoN .

Buards
whitever,
It seems to
me, T sseloft,
¥ ou neglect

yourduty

more and)
more.  Mind,

I will not

sland It much
longer. Elther
you sxecuts
my orders to
the letter or give
ap your epaulets, To-
night 1 lenve for St. Pstorsburg.

plaint upon my return. And, by the way,
that red-haired laborer whom Princess Tella
wis gracious encugh to notics, must be sent to
the capital at once,”

With this the Mighty One boarded his trolka and
drive off.

tenant was stationed. 2tk

“Sehelinsky,” he snorted, "‘may’ the devil take
vou and your men. Migerable dunces that you
are! Our whole reception was spoiled by the com-
bination of carelessness and slovenliness yon rep-
resent, Wheére are your eyed, man? Of course
you placed no guands on the other slde of the rall
A child would have known better, but you appear
to think authgrity was given you for mno other
reagon but that you may smoke cigarettes In
places whelke smoking |s geperally forbiddan: And
another thing—who was that red-haired scoundrel
who dared ralse his ayes to Princess Tella, orat
least to the window where Her Highness stood?”

“The guard," Schelinsky tried to explaln, “wasa
iving on the grouml actording to orders issued at
the time when the Cesarewitch passed through
here."”

“Rot! His Imperial Highness honored this sta-
tlon six months ago. To-day the guards should
have been visible. But &8 to that red ruflian; who
Is he? Does nobody know him?

“Please, Your Honor, It's Mischa, with his full
name Michael Alexandroff,” gspoke up Policéman
Duschkin. “I had my eyes on him all the time.”

The Colonel falrly jumped with rage.

“You have seen everything, and vet falled to
break that ¢~g’s ribs? I shall fine you a month's
pay for your stupidity,”

Then, turning to Schalinsky,
continued;

“Take some of your
Than report to me”

The Ninlennnt bawed sebmissively

“And what I8 .40 be d:mv with tiie fellow T

the commander

men #nd arrast Mischa,

frOWED LQW TO
HER HICJHNE.SS

As s0on &s he was out of hearing dis<*
tance Colonel Ussloff ran. over to where his leg- |

T DisMissAL”

of his
We will see, Dusch-

" hide!

kin, you will attend me on thin
misslon.” .
{l.

Michael Alexandroff, ealled Mischa for short, .

was one ‘of the regular train hands employed at

Kornoff. Thig had been a red lstter day with him,
Suspension of work since noon, double pay, and
the unlque experience of seelng a real, live prin-
cess, Ah, that was worth celebrating. 8o, before
going to his cabin he purchassd a quarter of a
lter of wodkl and a bagful of gingerbread for
Maschinka—poor little Maschinka, who doted on
gingerbread, and got her M1l of It only onde or
twice a yearl

They had been married seven months, and al-
ready owned the lttle cabln where they llved—
the cabin, & table, & cupboard, 8 bench and a bed,
More still.} The ‘gilded shrine that occupled the
place of honor om ‘the principal wall of the hut
was ull pald for. And how 4ld this come about?
Mischa had given up Wodki as & steady diat when
ha tobk unto himself a wife, and If the little
stranger whom they expected was a boy he would
glve It up entirely., Yes, Indeed, he would.

When Mischa got home he was a jiitle the worse
for Hquor and full of tatk and nonsenss.

“T've seen a real prinéess,” he sald, "and what
{2 more she has seen me. She came to the win-
dow to do (t, and polnted me out to the Governor."

“You are a Har, Mischa," cried the young wo-
man, with good-natursd bluntness, "Why ehuu‘ld
such great people wani to Jook-at yon?" ~

"1 don't know, I am sure, hut perhane they werd
attracted by my new boots. 'had pollshed them
unttll T pould see miy face {n them.'

of the Czar's coronation.

" sllent.

Flschbein, one of the best-Known translators
The Russian translation has been in-

Alex-
The reader of

“Pghaw! vou Just want to make me laugh, But
inasmuch &s you brought me gingerbread allow
me to eat It in peace,”

They sat down together, she munching swith
every evidence of relish, he watching her white
teeth work while he slpped from his bottle. Tt
was & picture of contentment, Suddenly the door
wds opened with a eragh. The police llentenant
and Duschkin entered nolsily.

“We are looking for you, Michael Alexandroff.”

Husband and wife jumped vp.

“It must be a mistake, gracions master!” eried
both, and Mischa added: "My passport Is in order,
master. [ have paid my taxes, though they were
extremely heavy. Stlll T pald them.¥ 4

“No nead of telllng me that you find no pleasure
in giving to the Emperor what Is the Emperor's.
We know all about you, rascal, Have you any
printed or written matter in your cabin? Better
confess, for we will surely find everything.”

God save me, master, I ean nelther read nor
write.”

“‘That's a moth-eaten excuse,
which may be reversed under
pressure of the knout. Mean-
while you, Duschkin, try and
rout out the gtufl. If there
be any suspicious articles
we must find them, Search
well and spare not thelr

The
officer ex-
ecuted the order Lo
' the letter, leaving no
pléce of furniture un-
turned. He threw
the contents of the
cupboard and bed
on the floor and
fipped up the
mattress despite
Magcha's wall-
ings. Of course
he found noth-
Ing except the
half empty
wodkl bottle, and
this he placed carefully
out of slght.
"Nothing to be found, mas-
ter lieutenant,”
“Never mind. They probably have
proofs eériough In St, Petérsburg to
transport him for Hfe, Now handcuft
the scopndrel, but so that he feels |
Quick!” _
Great God!™ cried the woman, “pardon him,
lttle father! Whatever he has done, he cannot
have sinned much or I. his constant companion,
would know {t. Release him, gractous master, for
this time only. All we own In this world shall
be yours,”

Schelingky looked down upon the kneeltng Mas-
chinka as If she were a dog awalting punishment,
His eyes swept the almnlered room contempti-
ouly- f

“Don't lick my boots, baggage,” he crled “and
consider yourself lucky if I do not report you for
offering bribes to the police: Duschkin, T order
you a gecond time to hurry,”

Mascha's tears flowed freely. In splte of Sche-
Hngky's hayghty injunction she embraced his
knees again and again and kinsed his dirty hoots,
erying aloud for mercy.

White with rage, the unlformed broate tried to

‘shake off the miserable oreatiire, huy Mascha hung

on until finally, baside hims=If With fury, Schelins
sky #trock her'a fearful blow that gent ler realing
toward the floor. In falling the poor gir] struck

© Ner head agalnst a dorner -}f the Iron bedstend, A

stream of bLloofl gashed from the wound In hér
temple, and ahe gank down with.a low moan un-
onmankous.

Michael until tHen had remalned apathelic and
But seelng his wife maltrented, all his
manhood rose In (eroclous axasperation, With'
ory of ankulsh and deflance he threw his long
arms around the ofMeers walst lifted him o few
feet and flung him heavily on thé floor, throwing
himgelfr upon the prostrate body fo throttle the
seoundrel!

At that mement the

dimtacned

pEn e slirine,
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from its fastening by the shock of Michael's at-
tack, came tumbling down, falllng at the side of
Schellnsky's purple head, which missed it by an
ineh or two. And what no earthly power could
have done tide sign {Pom heaven accomplished in
an instant. It made Michael loosen his grip. In-
deed, to his mind It voleed God's owil stern in-
Junction: “Thou shalt not kill."'

Mischa ralsed hls knees from the fallen maa's
breast and stood silent, his arms hanging down.
Duschkin found no diffculty in handouMing the
glant, although the unhappy fellow knew full well
that his last hour of freedom had passed—proba-
bly forever.

His eyes, still bloodshot, soug!n those of  his
beloved, good-natured Maschea lying on the ground,;
her head In a pool of blood Lthat steadily increased,
Great God! those eyes were cloged! Was she dead?
Michael felt as if his own life wers ebbing away.,
A feeling of unwonted irresolution and exhaustion
crept over him. He would have fallen if & vigor-
ous kick appHed by the spurred boot of the police
lieutenant had not recalled him to his sensgs,

A few seconds afterward the three meh were on
the highroad to the statlon house. None had made
an attempt taq rouse the unconscious wife, who
was goon o become a mother. Mischa was too
daged to do it; Duschkin dared not take his eyes
from the prisoner; Behelinsky would not allbiw a
humane sentiment to Interfere with what he con-
sldered his duty.

The neighbors ,of course, were consclous of what
had happened, having witnessed the affalr from
the windows, but though Maschinka Was now
alone, none was bold encugh to come to her-ald.
That Michael was a criminal was quite clear to
His former frleids, and they also Knew that to
asglst “the scoundrel's” wife was tantamount to
Incurring the displeasure, or even the suspicions,
of the authorities. If there were np savesdrop-
pers, no Informers about, every one in the crowd
would have been only too eager to help, but as
things were it would be ke putting one's heaqi
into the noose,

. “God will assist her, for He Is era-
clous," whispered men and women
among themselves. Then, making
the sign of the cross, they went
about thelr business., In the cabin
all was quiet as denth. From time
to time a drop of blood dozed fiom
Maschinka’s wound to join the big
pool that was soaking 4nts the
hoards. One of the neighbors a=
serts  that only once, toward
night, a vague nolse btroke the
awfu! stiliness that hovered over
unhappy roof. The lstener
thought she heard the name
“Mischa, Mischa™ pronounced
once or twice,

iy,

III,

When the police came naxi.
morning to inspect the prem-
lses and search for hidden evi-
dence of lawlessness they found

right hand a small, much worn eru-
cifix.
Had any of the folks llving near dared
after all to proffer asslstance, and, finding
all earthly hopes vanished, had they fixed the

symbol of the promised land Letween (he fingers
of the dying woman? ;

Duschkin might perhaps have enlightened his
brother officérs. It will be remembered that dur-
ing his first visit he had discovered a boltle con-
taining wodkl, which he placed aside. That hottle
was gone, and Duschkin did not search for it.

Maschinka's body was carted to the station, and

from there to the cemetery., The master of police
gwore great, blg ocaths when he found he had to
bury her., There was no appropriation for such
purposes, and it required a lot of writing and

- reporting. !
Michasl Alexandroff's commitment was made

out the same night. It read as tollows:

"By order of His Excellency the Governor Gen-
eral:

“Hend to the Petar-Paul fortress,

“Guard carefully; treat severely:
- “Bpecial reazon: Murderously agsaulted the ofil-
cer commanding his arrest.” /
tWell," sald the sub-Heutenant in whose cus-
tody Mischa was to make the journey, “in con-
‘formity with regulations, T cught to chelf yoli to
the car, but I will not act meanly. Just put your
hand in your podket and ses what there Ig In It."

Y

“Phey have cleaned me out at the station,' re- !

plied Mischa with a sad smile.
they ook away, clalming they were, in
bility, lined with revolutionary literature.
sergeant gave me these gandals,”™ L

“All that emphasizes the seriousness ofl your
cage" sald the sub-lieutenant sternly, “If those

“HEven my boots
a._‘!;l proba-
The

fellows in Kornoff were not suré that you will, =

never have oceasion te testify against them they
would not have treated you s0 hadly."

Then, turning to the guards, the official shﬂut&ﬂ
“Chatn thls scoundrel to the bench, and kesp the

rhain short, and whoever talks to /hlm clr;é gingla, |

word will renety acquaintanes with my corporal's
canel"”

This hard usage was far from galling to Mis=

‘eha. Sinee he had been torn from the bogom of

his heloved wife a feeling of unutterable distress

had overtome him. It penstrated hils soul a_md
numbed his senses. Absclute quiet wae all he
brved,

L

V.

Neurly three mowths had passed. A'greatempire

had lost 12 epititusl. and mundane head, a hun-.

dred  miliiong ‘of people thelr father.  Princess

Talla wasg, perhaps: the most envied woman In the,
wide world, for the Inflpence which General Werl--

polsff had once mprted to bHer was now a reallty,
4 ‘facthor that ull the Governmentz of the world
had to reckon withi

At a reception heldiin rh.—- Winter Palaos toward
the end of the month ghe espied Pringe Waripoloff

ambhg thousands of giests, and of a suddén the

memory  of her sghort stay in Kornoff flashed
‘acruss her mind. An adjutant brought the smil-
ing Governor quidkly Into'her prasence,

“f want 1o thank Thur BxosHeney, forthe splens

™ (Confinuad an next prge.)

onla: a dead body holding in the |
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