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- THE GENTLE ART OF BRINGING UP A BOY. -

By Mrs. Moses P. Handy.

HE knack «f managing hoys is
not ghven 1o every one. and =0 in
many hooseholds they form a
dtseordant elemenlt. A heslthy, active
boy has an astonishing capacity for
mischief, is noisy and obstreperous,
with & faculty for kleking out shoes
and wearing out {he kness of hig woo-
sers, simply appalling to 4 mother, es-
peécially if she 13 by no means sure
where the money for new ones s Lo

come from. '
¥at the boys are the men of the fu-
ture, and on their tralning depends the
weal or woe of the nation. The com-
ing voter and law-makeris in the nur-
sery and schoolroom of to-day, and the
lessons taught him there will -surely
bear their frult, Tor good or evil, In the

vears (o come.
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the rest of the family are glad to have
out of the way. “Boys always have
dirty fingers,” so sister is in terror
whern the small boyv's hands come near
her work or books, mpther 13 too busy
patching trousers Lo have time fn talk
to him: besides, he is sure to wake the
baby., Cook-will have none of him, and
he a&nd the nursary maid are always &t
pdds. If he i2 a city boy his Tather.
probably, is scarcely acquainted with
him, atidl if of the country, has but -
tle time to do more than to watch that
the bowv does not shirk the chores re-
quired of him. Perhaps he has i way
of asking questions—most bright boys
have—and his ceaseless “Why?'" is.a
torment to his elders, who are not al-
ways willing and able to explain. The
boy may he fond of books and will
read by the hour to the delight and
peace of the household. In ihat ease
who directs his reading? There are
books and books, and the danger of
the dime novel and sensational story
paper are dire. The boy had better
never know his letters. than use the =
knowledge to read such stuff. .
Al this time the boy is srowing
nearer manhood, nearer the time when
he must be the joy of thosa to whom
he"belrmga. or their grief and curse.
There can be no middle course. I the twig Is not patiently and prayerfully
Jkept straight evit influences will bend it thelr own Way, and the cmofcd tree
will bring forth bitter frutt. wpven a child Is known by his doings,” and a.
friitful cause of disappointment In children Is that so few parents take the

their characters and discover their natural. bent. No two
&t in the same mould.

“When the ‘Sealp King' af  the dhme
novel threptens his younyg Hie—

pains to study
leaves are exaetly alike and no two chlldren are ever ca
Every mother has cause to wonder at the difference between her childeen in
taste: in disposition and in “narts.” It {8 A4 common saying that ail children
lova play, but what plays? Walch your own 1ittle ones with their toys. Ome
is hapn.y for hours with a set of bullding blocks, from which he evolves all
manner of wonderful structtires, while his brother with ‘the same material
never gets beyond a tall tower or a lrain of cars and tires of the toy in a little
while. Another will weave a romance about a pleture which his brothers and
sizters In all likelihood east aside after a hasty glance. A widge mother will
keep all these things in her heart, ang In training the c¢hild the parents will
consider hls particular talents.

Still it must be remembered that only the very few are possessied of genius,
and i1 i=s-'mot worth while to spoil a good mechanle to mike a peoor artist,
That Caplain Cook, who was meant for a dry goods clark, ran away and be-
came & famons navigator Is no reason that any dissatisfied galesman may do
the =ame and meel with like success. 1§ Andrew Johnson yese from a tallor’s
bench to he thz President of the Tnited States it was not withont hard work
to gain an cducation. Juffon declared genlus to be patience intenstfied, and
gSir Joshua Reyroids was used to asgert that patient perseverance would maks
any cne & painter. Other wise men differ with them and know that for as
much as training counts it s not all. No amount of skilful manipulition can
weave a silken fabric from the ecotton fibre mor fashion a Sevres vase from
eommon clay, Nevertheless it s a long slep from unbleached sheeting to
Tridia mull, amd common clay Is susceptible of much diversity in the handling.

When a ehild Is bors that child is given into the hands of the payents ta
be tralped [for life and eternity. It cannot be made over and the material
altered; the thing Iz to do the best with that whieh is already there; it may
or It may be spoiled by wrong management. Many buys are in-
jured by overstrictness; an oversirung bow relaxes readily, but many more
are spolled by averlndulgence, and more yet by oo little attention. The
tather 1s striving to provide for his Yousehold, the mother-1s n Martha cum-
Her ensrgles are taxed to the utmost to keep housa

be tm praved

bered with many cares,
and children tidy
Her bhoys ot school must look like athers, -+
Sl saye 48 she weidrily dnrme their hose,
For the warld 15 quiek to censure mothers
For the= lenst neglect of children’s ¢lihes,

She does nol often et tiz== to sit down and talic to them, and to play with
them Is gamething beyond the range of possibility. Sa the boys grow up on
the outside of their parents' lives, unknowing of the fathier-love under the
stern exterior nor how the mother's heart is bound up in her children. Reck-
oning up the duties of a faithful house mother they sfem too muech for any
.one woman %o bear. Ii is only by taking them up one at a time that they
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But whatever I8 negleeted do not let it be the bpys. They grow out ol the
mother hand soon, very soon. Npw, therefore, while they are yet ln the huome
nest let the teaching be done. Leave off a few ruffles and tucks, tax your
nerves to hear with nolse, try not to mind the prints of dirty feet and fingers,
a few minutes’ work will make them clean; be patient and loving and. your
reward will surely come In after years if not now.
; Boys will be boys, but pot for iong,
Al coulid we bupt henr ahout os -
The thaught how very soorn one boys
Will learn ta do without us,
How soon, but sterp-voleed, besrided men
WHL gravely call us “wother,"”
OF we be reaelilbg, cmpty Hands,
From this world to the dther.
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ANECDOTES OF CpHlsDHOOD.

HIS has been ealled the era of the new womanhood.
the new childhood?
Ings of teachers,

Is it not the era of
It is not alone in a Congress of Mothers, or in meet-
that the child is studled and discusged. Some time ago0
that dignified body, the Amerlcan Agsociation for the Advancenicnt of
Science, gave special aitention to the subject of childhood, when Frofessor
LEdward 8 Warren defined “paidology' as “so much of anthrapology as relates
to the study of childhood or man, germinating, so (o speak, fesling its way up
into the lHgkt of consclous inteligent partcipatipn in surrounding civillzation."”
The young mother is sometimes perplexed syhen she discovers how oddly her
mstructions have been misunderstood, for the child can reason only when it
knows,

“Hee, mamma., see, he's just like the Apostle Paul!” eried o Nitle girl wha
was watchlng a slelght-of-hand performanece in which the magician produaced
a variety of artieles from an old Hat. The mother inguired, and the ¢hild ex-
plained. “Don't you remember, you made me learn those verses in the RBible
where from Paunl’s body ware brought unto the Aandkercohisfs and

2" The little girl, who could repeat many chapters of the Acts of the

=iele
aprons?
Apostles, had confldently belleved that the body of the Apostle actually manu-
factured an unlimited supply of healing artleles. .

I want to show you God's grave,” said a boy of three yvears.
yvisltor 1o the grave of his father. He had been told that his dead father was
in Heavern. He had been taught to pray to God as our Father in Heaven, and
his mind was bewildered.

“Marmama,” cried a little girl, “Sallie's cut herself down to the skin we'll
have when we get to heaven,” The mother found that her Hitle daughter had
cut her finger to the bone, This accords with the impression of another child
that the soul is a shrivelled white core in the middle of the body.

The misconceptions of children are sometimes very poetic, A weeplng wil-
low was pointed out to a child who was sent to the country by a fresh air
society. In the morning, for the firsl time in her life, she saw the bright dew
dropa on the grass, and eried out that the tears had been shed by the tree.

Some Boston school ehlldren of the age of six replied to guestions asked
that butter comes [rom buttercups,
honeysuckles, gragshoppers. glve grass,
kittens grow on pussy willows, when
the cow lows it Blows its own hormn.

Some children like o show off by
using long words. A girl of nine vears
wrote to a friend of her mother to an-
nounece the arrival of twins in the fam-
fly, and thus apologlzed for ihe defects
of the letter: *'Please excuse my eli-
gible writing, because the abounding
events of the past week have upset my
equaliveryman.”

When a child must be panished, It is
very important tg make sure that it
quile anderstands why it s punished,
for children are often embitterad®ly a
gense of injustice. Parenls (ometimes
punish childyen for wilfulness, though
what eppears ta he' disvbedience really
arises from Jack of comprehension of
something commanded or prohibited.

The child is somettmes wilful d4na re-
gists muthority becnuse the anthority
appears to be unjustly exercised: "I
remember an oceasion when I thought
my mother was very unkind,”” Said i
middle-nged woman., A little friend
and 1 were rolllng down 4 Bank and
filling our halg and clothing with sand,

He led the

o0 the ‘Black Minte' who devast-
ated the Spanizh main’™

My mother vVery prp:.uf:'-l_v put a4 stap
to the sport, but I was unable at that
time to see that she was justified. It
sesmed to me that my right to the Jiow
af my yvoung life had been wrongfully
infringed.”

Good health in a teacher is of very
material importance to the children
under her care. Teaching is undoubt-
edly a great strain, and the tired, ner-
vous woman readily becomes frritable.
The irritabillly is Inevitably communi-
the teacher.

The trulsm that example is morg -
fectlve than précept was exemplified
in the case of a little girl who was\ dis-
covered Jumping up and down inf &
rage, When some one Inguired whiat
wne the matter she burst out with,
soh, I'mojust so mad 1 don't know
what to do! Anid T wish I was my owr
papa; I do wish T was my own papai
for I'm brimful of litle swears, and \ “Cateh the bay and sacm Lily when Le
they wont let me gay them!l” #s inthe clutch of the 'Red Terror! "
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