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IT HAS been said that politicians make more mistakes than all the other
people in the world lumped together. To this small calss, so prone to

err, a new problem is presented.the problem of the bicycle. No one

who visits the Boulevard in New York or the "Path" in Brooklyn, on

a Sunday, can fail to be impressed with the importance of the question.
There are bicycle riders enough in the two cities to accomplish any result
that they may unitedly desire aud work for. Politicians are already consideringthis vast, modern, rapidly growing power, and though the teachingof experience seems to be that they will never rightly understand it,
there is a practical certainty that they will meet and feel it.

The power of the bicycle in politics has recently been manifested in a

conspicuous manner. There can be no reasonable doubt that the Mayoralty
race in Chicago was run principally on 28-inch wheels with pneumatic
tires. Carter Harrison was elected by the bicycle vote. But how did he

, get it? That is the problem.
All the candidates in that memorable struggle worked hard to com-

mand the bicycle vote; but it is admitted on all sides that Carter
Harrison srot the most of it, and thereby gained one of the greatest A

victories in the history of Chicago politics.
Conservative wheeling authorities estimate the local strength

of the cycling army in Chicago at not less than 200,000. Of,
This number they estimate that 75,000 to 100,000 are voters.
When they have an ordinance pending in the City Council or

are in the heat of a campaign, this estimate is frequently j®'//
doubled for argumentative purposes. But now that the campaignis over, they have become more moderate in their claims,
and admit that 75,000, or possibly 100,000, wheelmen voted at

the late election. Just how many cyclists' votes went to
each of the four leading candidates for Mayor is somethingthat not even the ballots could tell.

During this campaign.in many ways the most
remarkable Chicago has ever seen for a purely
local affair.the wheelmen were an extremely
raportant factor. This is best attested by
the fact that one candidate.the successful

men, as wheelmen, have taken any organizedinterest in political affairs. Several
times the "good roads" proposition has been *$r$f§T*
advocated, but unsuccessfully, for, as a

rule, the wheelmen either refused to be enthusedon the subject or grew apathetic be- "0m
But in this' last fight the cyclists were

stirred up, and no mistake. Every politi- Jp
cian recognized the fact, and acted upon fifo £mf Si
the knowledge to the best of his ability. A W/f
former Postmaster of the big city of Chi- ylJftijMfa.'o 'WliT"
cago, and a Judge of one of the lower courts hi. ImM %
of the State, officiated as starters in six-day
bicycle races. Yet Washington Hesing and IS"
Judge Sears, both candidates for Mayor, did not $ **?
think it beneath their dignity to so honor the Slffi ® j'Ji
wheelmen of their town, in hope that the wheel- ||l
men would in turn honor them. The two other |
candidates, in addition to Hesing and Sears, were
Carter Harrison and Alderman John N. Harlan.

.

Of the four, Harrison undoubtedly had the best
startIn the racQ. His nomination was a virtual :

recognition of the potency and value of the bicycle £
vote. In addition to his popularity as the son of the £
martyr Mayor, who was the victim of the insane 'fr"~
assassin, Prendergast, Harrison is an active wheel- ^ £
man and a member of the Cpntury Road Club. With- '\'). Jt
in five days after his nomination he had printed 100,- f !
000 half-tone cards, showing himself in road-riding f £costume,mounted on a wheel. A Century Road Club xf&jrllsilif fj f
badge, with thirteen century bars, telling the official r f
story of thirteen century rides, was pinned to his breast. fjfe ' ^ L
It has been said that this made him many votes.

tWashingtonHeslng, independent candidate, nomi- -i '{£
nated at a convention of business men, had a cycling ii* «

plank placed in his platform. This plank recited the 'fl.gf.factthat there are 200,000 cyclists in Chicago; that £==
they are nearly all taxpayers: that they should be J&MmEssi InM\EE
accorded rights as such, and tha\ therefore he favored !j|| '==theimprovement of roads throughout the city for the l&MSaSff j( " .

benefit of the wheel riders. This plank was used ex- ^r~tensivelyon cards distributed throughout the city, and
also on large display cards, on bill-boards, and in club- /" 1=Ehouses and hotels. £j~EJohn Maynard Harlan, another independent candidate, made a t
bid for the cycling vote by bringing to Kgthe front his work as an Alderman when ftjf
the interests of the cyclists were at . ,J\jjstake. A year ago, just as the City OuTlcT

Council was about to relieve retiring mem- 3||bers and install new ones, an ordinance
_

for a street railway on the only thorough- Harrison,3fare connecting the three divisions of the |
city avanauie to wiieenuen, ana naving no
oar tracks, was about to be passed. Harlan was an Incoming mem- Viijbor. An attempt was made to rush the ordinance through before the
new members, who were pledged by the wheelmen to oppose it, could
take their seats. Harlan, a lawyer, took hold of the situation and succeededin landing himself and his associates in the Council, and killed the
ordinance. This action was featured by him, and he also made a point on
wheeling tours he has taken in Germany and France and through England.

At first, without exception, the bicycle clubs of the city avowed neutrality.They ratified resolutions denying the organization vote solidly tb
any one candidate, and leaving it to the individual members to vote as
they thought best.

The clubhouses were thrown open to the different nominees, and all
parties were allowed to address the members. Then Washington Hesing
officiated as starter in a six-day bicycle race, as has been said. This startedanew the efforts of the candidates for the bicycle votes, and spurred
them on to greater activity. Judge Sears was immediately announced as
the starter for a second six-day race. Alderman Harlan began to make a

specialty of addresses to audiences of wheelmen. But he made his fatal
mistake in bis opposition to the proposed ordinance to- asphalt that portion
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TERBACH SAYS BIKE VOTE IS IMPORTANT, f
r New York Journal: t
elievfe that the bicycle vote is an important factor to be reckoned *

n campaign plans. And I have no doubt that the vote will be »

right side, and that the lovers of the machine will vote for the |
ne Republican ticket on every occasion^ The Republican party ^
ways done what it could for the whpelmen. and has obtained

issage of t?ills in several States requiring railroads to cai*ry
!S as baggage. EDWARD LAUTERBACH. ^
of Michigan avenue which connects the North and Squth Side boulevards.
The pavement, as it now stands is of granite block, and the wheelmen have
long demanded a change. Harlan must have been badly advised, or determinedto throw away his chances with the bicycle vote, when he openly
avowed that he would oppose the passage of the measure.

During this time Mr. Harrison made speeches, :ook his daily spins on
his wheel and laid wires. He promised in his speeches to do what he could
for the bicyclists in the event of his election, and his ability to discuss
bicycle questions from the standpoint of a rider greatly increased his
popularity.

About two weeks before the election a bomb was exploded in the shape
of a circular issued to the wheelmen of the city asking them to give their
support to Harrison. Twelve thousand of the circulars were issued, and
the signatures attached were of representative members and officers of the
Chicago Cycle Club, the strongest organization of its kind in the city. This
startling defection from the promised neutrality awoke the other clubs.

Chief Consul Patee, of Chicago, immediately wired Presl.. dent Potter, of the League of American Wheelmen,
asking that George K. Barrett be suspended. Barrett
was one of the officers of the Chicago Cycle Club,
and the editor of Bearings, the leading bicycle publlcationof the West. He was also an officer in sevitijeral other clubs, and is one of the besf-known ausTthorities on wheeling in the country.51 || President Potter did not agree to Barrett's suspenitsion, but sent back the following teipcmnViin ronir.

Ner of the League may be disciplined or exwhenguilty of conduct prejudicial to the intheorganization. The railroads of Illinois
ler States East and West have mulcted the
elmen to the extent of hundreds of thoutulsof dollars by unlawful charges, and by
sundry frugal methods have debauched aud

adherents were not for him avowedly as
18jj organizations, but pledged their support~^)^Ti.V-^--,"j? j individually. The Wheelmen's Municipalfkg&- '^ivJ || I I I League was organized to boom the stockpfeh, '%^ii 11 ll I Alderman Harlan. Chief Consul Batee,J|fpS>r: M W S who clamored so ardently for Barrett's

suspesdon, tried to throw the support of'lp!p£?5^\ Jlraw' his organization to Sears, the machine RevVpublican candidate, but was unsuccessful.V V j )J "When the returns came In. Harrison^0^ J/J wa,s elected by the following vote: Harrison,148,026; Harlan. 72,000; Sears, 60,668;ll Hesing, 18,190. In acknowledging his vic"p,iL'Ti'. tory Harrison gave credit to the wheelmen
for his successful candidacy and promised to beki'b\'-"&.>%^'W alive to their best interests always, and to useill-his influence in their behalf.

y.lij ptfw y / Many and widely varying have been the explana-
' W^SSnflW/ t'0118 °' that election. Chicago politicians are sayHil&SlisW ing to-day, if only So-and-So had been brought into'

» line; if this, that or the other fake had been worked,
i W tho bicyclists would have fallen into line like sheep,

if But the best, observers.men whose- vision is not eloudI1,1m td by the close atmosphere of politics.believe that the
I fiNra/SyiV bicycle vote merely followed lines of ordinary judgIIinent and discretion; that the majority of ridersjj |jMMwjBraacs^jg§!v favored Carter Harrison because they thought he

A V.**'yjl understood their interests best and could be de|"""visponded upon to act with discretion and sincerity in
J | office; not because he had done or had promised to

1 I ti '""' '
do any particular thing.

I lilWhatever may be said of the bioycje vote, it is cerfi t tainly an intelligent vote. Bicyclists are hard people to deceive.
\ 111 They see more of the city in which they live, in the proportion\_!f I of ten to ono' ihan the average of those who do not ride. They"111 will never let any city's streets be unnecessarily dirty; they willI ** hitve good pavements, and they will have smart, keen, honest

men in office. The mere fact that Summer touring leads so many
thousands of cyclists over such long roads, through so many differentcities and towns, will make the bicycle vote formidable, for it
means education in the true, "practical" politics.the politics of beingas well served by officials as one's neighbors, as clean and free

: I and safe in person and property as are the citizens of other municlEI palities.
XTTn^A.ih+A^lw o mlotnVn V. . c ~"-1 - 1---!

ii nuvuuicuy «. mioiaac ia«.o uiicu 1'rai uaau.tr UtV ©upyusillg lililL

the bicyclists in politics must stand alone.
that their interests are either opposed to or

-at least totally separate from those of the
riayOf Oi non-riding body of taxpayers. At first

there was some truth in this view. The
class most immediately benefited by the

ChirRflO bicycle power in local politics was very^ ia * slow to recognize the help that was offered
to it. That class was made up of farmers

ji who, in many parts of the country, at first opposed the bicyclists' cruJsade for good roads. But a little argument and a little figuring on the
cost of hauling '"garden truck" and of repairing wagons were all that

proved necessary to convince the shrewd farmer as to the status of his interests.He knows now who his friends were, and on an issue clearly stated
he will not hesitate to take a strong position.

There are suburbs of all great cities that have been carried through the
hard times and raised to unexpected prosperity almost solely by the money
which bicyclists have brought. It will certainly not be hard for united
wheelmen, when their real interests are at stake, to summon an army of
voters to their rescue from those great sections which have been so tremendouslybenefited by good roads and the influx of bicycle riders with
pocketsful of money on every fair day of the Spring, Summer and Autumn.

It is also worthy of consideration that the women riders have gained a

knowledge of practical matters from bicycling which they could not have
had in any other way. How many bright young women are now familiar
with at least the outward aspect of affairs in nearly all parts of this city,
aS compared to the number of whom that could have been said five years
ago? Twenty to one; arid there's a fact that must be reckoned with.
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LEADER SHEEHAN, OF TAMMANY. RfTIC
. Editor .Yew York Journal:

It is too early now to talk about the subject. It would divr
plans for the next campaign to our opponents, and for that r

cannot discuss the status of the bicycle vote in the political si
T Wha: effort we may intend to make to swing the bicycle vc

line will come out in due time. JOHN C. SHEE

. ^ >

A HYDRAULIC BICYCLE is the very latest. Its inventor says tb
with its advent the problem of self-propulsion with a minimum o:

power and a maximum of speed is definitely solved. The invento
says that the hydraulic represents an advance in "wheeling"' which is a

far beyond the advantages of the modern safety as the latter is remove*

from the "hobby horse" of past generations. In proof of this he claim
for this new machine that it practically eliminates all friction; that it;
pedalling power is three and one-half times in excess of that of the ordi
nary bicycle; that it is a lighter machine, and that it can't get out of order

It has no chain, sprocket wheel or head gear. It can be instantly ad
justed, says the inventor, to any gear, from 60 to 100. Its constructoi
permits of a very light and effective type of brake and it is self-lubri
eating and dust proof.

The syndicate which controls the invention has patented it and it;
several special devices in every country, and they claim that an offer o

$500,000 for the United States patent has been received. This offer wai

contingent on a successful road trial of the machine, which has not
yet been made.

The inventor of the hydraulic is James Prescott, a mechanicalengineer, of Xo. 69 Xassau street. The first model was
made in a Beekman street machine shop. Elaborate pains
have been taken to guard the shop from the intrusion of
outsiders.

The inventor of this novel bicycle utilizes the primary Mj;?
principle of hydraulic pressure, which is that an enclosed
column of an incompressible liquid is as capable of transmittingforce as is a bar of steel or other metal. But in j
the case of the liquid being so employed the force is promulgatedin the form of waves, which can turn corners and he
sent back to their source of being. ^

^
Inventor Prescott adapts the principle in this way: At

the lower end of the frame of the wheel, just where J v.
^

iut' lk is.n. n ueri Ejtrui.iii&s ait* Miuaifu uu lui* ! ; $
ordinary bicycle, is a cylinder about three and s, A
a half inches In diameter, having at its rear ^
a square block from which spring four s- ^
tubes.. These tubes are about three-quar- ir

^^
ters of an inch in diameter and termi- I
nate at the other end in another and /nN
smaller cylinder, which takes the place /
of the hub of the rear wheel of the ma- l\ \*
chine. The tubes open into the inter- l\\
ior of both the large and small cylinInside

the larger or "driving" cylin- j \\. Avm̂
der is an eccentric, to which are at- / V ciw
tached the pedals. The eccentric is /\.
provided with valves of a peculiar con- r\\V\
struction, to which further allusion 'flvv
The interior of the rear cylinder. f \\ 'Vw7 a

whose size hears a mathematical rela- 9 h\\\\\Y WMH L
tion to its larger companion, is simi- f

t
lar to the latter, except that the rev- I * ^Slm|
olutions of the eccentric and its I 1
valves actuate the rear wheel prseise- I
ly as the revolution of the forward j
"eccentric" Is revolved by the pedals. I \ ^JfiVjW /3u5$:r^PB
The Inventor fills the tubes and cyf- 1

inders with a mixture .of oil and graph 1 ?||" j-'%
lte. The cylinders are then hecmet- 1 > wrt j /

When the pedals are turned, the j
valves of the eccentric are so ar- i ^wT
ranged that a rigid current of oil is / <&A
sent through the two lower tubes, f nO|- ~T:,"-j-S*backwardto the valves of the rear IvXV^Wv^w*If?
cylinder, which valves are in turn VjmWv ^:s^sy>al|)f'

rotatedby the liquid. It is like t vo |f ^mill wheels being turned by an ?n- I l\\S^\vuCT jj ^
Having done its work, the oil then en- ^

vers ine two upjier xudcs, wmcn conuuci ic \t \\\\\\illi ,l 'WJ
back to the driving cylinder. By an !% }. V?,^
genious arrangement of the valves in the big W \
cylinder, the current of oil cannot, it is ,'S »
claimed, flow back into the return tubes, the la ^
impulse of the liquid being invariably from ! ^-L /P C?
front to rear. The valves of the rear cylinder 4^P§Kj|jV >!
reverse the current. f II \
The relative sizes of the cylinders are such fjP® ^ I

that, under normal conditions the hydraulic is Jgfif ^
geared to sixty. To change the gear the in- I I
ventor has made use of another established j

Strong Man I
Sandow Now 1

EUGENE SANDOW, the champion heavy weight lifter, K\j Wtj
the perfect physical man, and, according to his astute )\ WKI
manager, the only one in existence, is seeking laurels \\ wOj

in new fields. The lifting of tons and the worship of lovely \\ Wm
women have become commonplace to this modern nineteenth- y om|
century Sampson, and he is roaming about looking for other \ VtfS
worlds to conquer. w|#
He has come to the conclusion \WI

that, If the truth were known, he 1 wfi
Qa-Cirfnxx/ 1 \\\f

is entitled to tne cuampiousmp iur wuuuwh,xji
long distance bicycle riding, as well X\jtl
as for h'eavy lifting, and with a vNW
view to proving his prowess he has Hie\\Vf
issued a challenge to ride any one in "

the world, at any distance, at any 0v||
time, for any stake front money to chalk. If coin of the realm u|f
be the stake then $5,000 or better will suit the strong man, and
he says he is willing to put up the money at a moment's notice, vjjj/
and he will enter the race with the same time for preparation.
He is perfectly sincere in his challenge and in his supreme belief that H
he can show a clean pair of tires to the best of them in a long distance pi
contest. H

When Sandow was in New York he was the idle and pet of the dc

society ladies. They admired his magnificent figure and the splendid ill
muscles that stood out in huge ridges on every part of his body. They tr
looked upon him as the old Greek god Hercules reborn, and he basked lie
In their smiles and admiration. But be has tired of this. He has
conquered all of his opponents who have challenged his ability for be
lifting, and although his income from his appearance in the vaude- m

ville houses in Europe and America must b6 enormous, yet he is more in
than anxious to enter the lists against the speedy men of the path. bi

For several months past Sandow has been abroad, and he was In
London when he challenged the world for a long distance race. It was of

snapped up before he had time to let the Ink dry, and two well-known a

English riders agreed to all the terms and asked that the race be w
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principle of hydraulics. This is that, under a given constant pressure the
i speed of a liquid issuing from an aperture increases with the decrease of
r the diameter of each aperture.
s The principle is applied in this way: Immediately below the two
1 lower tubes and behind the forward cylinder is something that reserttbles
s a steam "cut out" fitted with a small lever. This "cut out" regulates the
s size of the stream of oil which is pumped through the tubes by the pedals.

The principle of the "cut out" is simple enough. It is practically a faucet
'. which can be controlled by a single, instead of several, revolutions of its

handle.
i The inventor claims that, by using the lever the rapidity of the oil eur-rent can be so increased that the hydraulic can be geared, so to speak., up

to 100, and that at a moment's notice. It follows, of course, that intersmediate gearings can be obtained by a proper use of the device. The speed
f of the pedals is said to have no relation to the increase of the gearing,
s Whatever criticisms may be provoked by the hydraulic as a whole, the

mechanical details of the invention are interesting. The coasting
device is a ease in point. A valve that is controlled by a lever

R&K placed under the handle bars enables the rider to permit the
°" *° ^ow freo'J" from the driving cylinder up into one of

flje tubeg of the frame.
The result is that the oil in the cylinder tubes

offering no resistance, the cylinder valves have no grip
on the liquid. Consequently the wheels revolve as
they please. But, as the pedals are, for the time being,

"i disconnected, so to speak, the rider may keep his feet
W on *'lem ,vhile coasting, which is claimed as a distinct

Sis, point in favor of the hydraulic. At the termination
of the "coast," the lever is released, the oil i- once
more imprisoned in the quartet of tubes, and pedalling

Tlle brake is aJso an ingenious piece of mechanism. A
lever, which can ho placed either under the handle

bars or elsewhere, controls a bulb of India rubbi r

which, in turn, aets as a valve that. at. a given
period of its action shuts off the circulationof oil- Tho action of this valve is

not sudden, however.

agrees, and begins to shut down the
brake valve gradually. A too sudden

stoppage of the oil current would
probably wreek some portion of the
machine. Inventor Prescott claims
that the action of his brake Is preciselythat of the Westinghouse air

ers allege that thf> actual wear and
tear will fall upon the valves of the

of hardened steel. But it is said

tions a'film of oily graphite will have
formed on the inner surfaces of the
cylinders, against which the valve
edges will spin, reducing the wear of
the latter to practically nothing.

1110 cylinders ana tunes win ne

hermetically sealed. Hence, says

1|Hk. *jz . /X'- \-y \»» the inventor, there can be no evapo^>^|rration of liq-uid: no accumulation of
3 \|1 dust and no temptation to tinker

I W with the mechanism.

I \ 'ff'j The tubes are of thin but strong
3 l\ \},' ^Tmetal. Inventor Prescott thinks that
^

i TO ^ with the disuse of the sprocket wheel

II f ' chain and bearings, he csn save ?K1'it
l^^iisslfvSx Poun<^s °f weight. He further claims that, as

\̂ the "eccentrics" revolve in oil, that, as the friction

\ chain on the sprockets is dispensed with, and.
Î§3^^ 1 as f^c force of tiie "drive" of the pedals is

V! conveyed to the rear wheel without loss, the rider's
1I power is increased about 350 per cent.

\ \\kw / "f am n0 visionary," lie said a day or two since.

v^aV JI "If I were experimenting with a novel principle. I

^V^xv \' 7/ should be chary of expressing myself as confidently
I xlxtlv '/ as I do. As it is, I am dealing with one of the

/ commonest and most useful forms of power.

}?|| Cycling Honors,
Jw" pulled off as soon as possible, lint an obstacle that for

the tnie being was insurmountable has forced Sandow

to temporarily, at least, withdraw his challenge. It
came from his manager, who had booked him for the
entire season in English and Continental resorts, and

/ s-^assssLj j he absolutely refused to permit the arrangements for

/ the race 10 be consummated. He argued that Sandow

( was not absolutely without a rival in his own

distinct field of entertainment. For one thing

Racing he did not propose to have his reputation tarnishedby a possible defeat. Again, the managerwas unwilling to risk the accidents that

m>:~. might befall a rider in a long-distance race,

ii* Sandow's devotion to the wheel was tc'juiredin New York. Before leaving for the

other side he was a most ardent bicyclist. If Sandow has acquired a speed
is marvellous and surprising, it has been since his residence abroad. He

was not rated by his wheeling friends in New York as being particularly fast,

e was a good rider, and naturally of great endurance, owing to his superb
ivsique, but lw> never made any records for rogd sprinting or for long distance,

is speed cannot be attributed to his great muscular development, which is unmbtedlymagnificent. But muscles alone do not make speed. A practical
ustratlon of that fact is seen in the case of Corbett, the pugilist. During his

aining at Carson City, a bicycle spin was a part of his daily exercise. But

: never could develop speed, try as he would.
Of course, one tremendous advantage that Sandow would have would be

lijs wind. His power of endurance should be remarkable. His condition is

>t the result of a hasty training after a period of high living, but he has been

training ever since he began giving his performance of heavy lifting. But

cycle scorchers, like poets and press agents, must be born and not made.

It is said to be a fact the modern Hercules has adopted the wheel as a means

adding now laurels to his fame, because he has discovered that being merely
i i. no 1+ f\rtrta rUH fionrlow in othap

strong man no longer mien-Bis me ruuiu, no »... .., ... __

orris, recognizes that the wheel, for the time, at least, Is king.

BICYCLEX^ggx^ coritn.erc

)LUTIONIZE WHEELING.


