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TURKEY ORDERS

War Virtually
the Council

Declared by
of Ministers -

at Constantinople.

Edhem Pasha, the Turkish Com-
mander-in-Chief, Ordered to
Act on the Offensive.

Battle Between the

Regular Troops on

Both Sides in Thessaly Causes

the Declaration.

Sublime Porte Notifies = the

Representatives That Hostilities Have
Commenced.

+ ONSTANTINOPLE, April 17.—The Council of Ministers has de-

clared -that war with Greece has broken out,

Endhem Pasha, Com-

mander-in-chief of the Turkish army, has been ordered to take tne of=

fensive,

This is in effect a declaration of war,

The action of ths Council of Ministers followed upon the receipt of the
news of the battle between Turkish and Greek regulars.

' A detalled circular sent this evening to the Turkish representatives abroad

recalls the week's invaslons, and states that the newest incursion was_ partiei-

pated in by Greek troops, which therefore establishes war, which has broken

out

The eiroular expresses the hope that the Powers, In a spirit of justice, will

_agree that the entire responsibllity for the war falls on Greece.

Turkey has

no idea of conquest; and to show her paclfic sentiments, offers to retire the
Tupkish troops on thefrontier if Greece will retire hers from the frontier and

from Crete,

The “ublime Porte to-day sent a communieation to the Ambassadors, point-
i@ out thatif the Gresks have suceeedeld in crossifig the frontler, taking the,
Turkish positions at many points, it Is because Hdhem Pasha, the Turkish
commander, desired to carry 6ut instructions fo the effect that he should re-
mltn on the defensive in order to prove beyond dispute that the Greeks yere

the aggressors,

THEIR FIRST BATTLE.

Greek and Turkish Regular Troops
Rave a Fierce Engagement
in Greece.

Hendguarters of the Greek Army
$n Thessaly, Larissa, April 17—
feesks end Turkish troops have had thelr
fBiest Dattle on Greek soll. The battle be-
gan yestorday at Nemeros, just within the
Greek frontler lines in Thessaly, &nd due
gouth of Mount Olympus. The fighting
originated, according to the Greek reports,
In an attempt upon the part of the "Thrkish
forces to oecupy an abandoned post of the
Greekn.

The lﬁormant wage opposed by the Greek
fovees, wherenpon the Turks openad fire
gnd p sharp engngement, lasting four
fours, ensued. The Greeks eventually re-
¢oded. Their losses are not known. This
engagement occurred yesterday,

The Fighting Resumed.

_ Heavy fring between the Turks and the
Gireeks near Negeros wWas resumed at B
o'clock this mornlng. The Greeks, in the
meanwhile, bad been ralnforeed with ar-
tillery, which they brought Into play
agninst the Turkish posts at Kotronl,
The latter were eventuplly destroyed by
dynamite. -

It {s reported that the Greeks ocenpled
three Turkish statlons and that the Turks
retrenteu, . N

he Orown Prince Constantine, the Greek
Commanderin-Chief, and General Macils
wrere up all night dispatching orders to the
front.

The engagement extended to the Greek
posts to the left of Neszeros. but It is re-
ported that the firlng did not last long,

News Received at Athens,

Athens, April 1. —Dispatches recelved
from the Greek headquarters at Larlssa,
confirm the report that an engagement has
taken place near Nezeros, In Thessaly, on
the frontler near Mount Analipsis, between
the Turks and the Greeks. It la further
stated that the Turks swere the aggressors,
having attacked a Greek advance post. A
Greek cgrpornl was killed and a Greek gub-
Heutenant was wounded. It Is understood
that the forces engaged belonged to the
régu.lm: armies of the two countries. 4 %

In the Legislative Chamber M, Delyan-
nis, the Premier, replying to Interpella-
tions, sald that officinl advices from the
frontler left no questlon about the Turks
being the nggressors in Friday evenlog's
fghtng. At Nezeros the Turks attempted
to occupy a somewhat strategle position
situsted In the neutral zone. This the
Greeks eould not permlt. Thersupon the
- ¥he fght lasted from early fn the even-

ing until midnlght, and ended In a repulse
of the Turks. This morning the Turks
agaln attempted to occupy the same stra-
tagie position, and agaln ther were re-
puleed, After the firing ceased orders were
1esued to the Greeks to malntaln thelr posl-
tions, but to aveld provoking encounters
with the Turks.

DASH INTIO MACEDONIA

How Greek .Irregulars Secured
Strong Strategic Positions
in Enemy’s Country.

Athens, April 17.—The Greeks will
have waluable assitance during the war
from the frregulars who during the past
week have been obtaining footholds In Turk-

Ish territory. The town of Kipurl, north
of Baltine, was captured by the invaders,
and In addltlon the main forces of the lr-
regulars advanced as far as Plgavitza,
where there s an Important bridge across
a4 mountain torrent, From that pelnt Chlef
Davells, who directed the operations, sent
& detachment, consisting of the Itallans
under Colone! Clprirni, a well known soclal-
Ist leader, to the left of Plgnvitza, with In-
structions to mttack and eapture Zlovof, a
#mall town ocoupying an Important Steategic
position, The Itallans accompllshed their
task In due tlme and with considerable
sklll. They are now holding Zlovef and
plncing it In & posltion to withstand an at-
tack from fhe Turks,

Slmultaneously with ordering the move-
ment against Zlovef, Chlef Davells sent
another column of Irregnlnrs to the right
from Pigavitza, with orders to Invest snd
capture S8itovon, another town oteupying a
strategic positlon of Importance, This
movement was also successfully earried
out, the Greeks killing seven Turks and
capturing five Turkish prisoners during the
assault, which was brilllantly conducted
and brought fo an end by the blowing up
of the Torkish blockhouss with dynamite,
After the capture of Ziovof the Greek
Irregular force operating in that directlon
continued Its advance ns far as Kritudes,
Plisla and Kourdpzl. The Greeks have
been Inatructed to hold the latter place at
all costs, as it commands the vight ap-
proach to Grevens, which Is held by &
strong Turkieh force, Infantry, cavalry and
artillery, and which Is the objective point
of the Greek expedition,

At Kritudes, Pllsla and Konrduzl heavy
fighting odeurred between the Greeks and
Turks before the places mentloned were
captured, but the Invading irregulars of
Greece, mountain men and born fighters,
proved themselves more than a mateh for
the trained Turkish (roops, and drove the
latter before them from place to place.

More Victories for Greeks.

Another column of Greek Irregulars start-
ed for Macedonin from Zarkes, half way
between Larissa and Trikhala.  Shortly
after erossing the frontler the Greeks were
confronted by strong forces of Turkish
regular troope, stationed In well defended
positions in the village of Apakoutra and
Kanakoutra. Bharp fghting followed at
both places, but in spite of the stubborn
defence of the Turks the Greeks carpied
both villnges by uptuit. driviog out the

Powers and lIts

BIRD'S-EYE

W STRomeapp
F Thwams WHICH
¥ The GREExN sam

o
s RER <ur
*inep’ BY

HER TROOPS T’

{
Wjﬁ( A

A

LI

T OLYMPUS
4 &
I?/

FIGH'T.

Tuﬂr(l.SH
| FORCE'S

VIEW OF THE WAR OPERATIONS ON THE GRAECO-TURKISH FRONTIER;

(THE MOUNTAIN CHAIN FORMS TEE BOU XDARY LINE BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES.)

‘-“‘___&4‘

Turks, who retreated from Cleithecokarl
Thix route Into Greek territory was placed
In o' gtate of defence, and 5 Now regarded
ag belng safe, the aature of the country
muklns It almost Impossible for a Turkish
foree to ndvance in the face of the opposl-
tion of the Irregulnrs, and cut out the lige
of communication between the Greek forees
at Larlssa and Thrikhals, which Is be-
lleved to have been the plan of the Turkish
commanders.

The Macedonlan frontler, opposite Zarkos,
oxtends U-shape into Greek territory, hav-
Ing the Greek posltlons of Tyrnavoe and
Larissa on lts left and Kalabnka and Trik-
hala on Its right, This formed a sort of en-
tering wedgo through the middle of the
Greek forces, by way of the Macedon vil-
Inges just captured by the Greek Irregulars

. |ond Zarkos, In Thessaly, from which point

the expeditlon stiarted into Macedonin. It
will therefors be seen that the Greéks have
gohieved another success in occupying stra-
teglc positions, by means of the Irregulars,
within Turkish territory.

The Greek “Irregulars” now hold all of
the four roads leading from the Thessallan
frontier In the direction of Grevena, which
may be looked upon as the Turkish centre.
Another festure of the operations which
looks favorable to the Greeks Is In the fact
that, aceording to reports recelved here
from the leaders of the Irregular forces, at
least one thousand mountalneers of the
country traversed by the Greeks have
joined the Irregular forces, and, It is fur-
ther stated, the Albanians deserting from
the Turkish forces near Mount Olympus,
are eseaplng luto Thessaly and joining the
Greek forces. The wholée campalgn was
well concelved and executed with great
sklll.

The roads In Thessaly are In excellent
econdition for milltary opemntions; but en
the Turkish slde of the frontler the re-
verse ls the ense, and the Turks nre ex-
perlencing the greatest diffieulties in the
transport of war materlal and in the
mounting of guos in commanding positions.

All Prepared for War,

Zarkos Is held by m strong force of
Greek regulars, infantry, cavalry and artil-
lery, and forms the centre of a first line of
defence which includes all the villages In
that vielnity. Up to recently the Turks
had the best positions on the frontler, their
well bullt, strongly defended, admirably
placed block houses belng In plaln view
from the Greek lines. But the irregulars
made a decided change In the sltuation.
In the rear of the Turkish first llne of
defence s rough, mountainous country,
difficult to traverse even In time of peace,
while In the rear of the (Greek first line of
defence are rich plalns affording no shelter
for troops reslsting the advance of & pow-
erful Invading force. The weakest parts
of the frontier are east of Damasl, to the
Gulf of Salonica, and in the vicinity of
Arta.

The River Peneus, along the northermn part
of Thessaly, Is llkely, If the Turks invade
Greece, to be the scene of some good fight-
ing. All the bridges have. been mined and
the fords and shallow places are belng
looked after. At Kont Dochero the bridge
was swept away by floods some tlme ago
and has been reploced by a milltary bridge,
conslsting of eleven pontoous, plcketed at
both ends. Every stategle polnt Is held by
troops.  Soldlers are to be seen everswhere.
All the horses and cattle have been requlsl-
ﬂwedra:theunotthelm:.mﬁﬂt
arilling of recrults lasts from daylight til'
\ .'

dusk. Cavalry patrols cover all the fron-
tlar, but the Gfeeks In the Uhristian
pensants on the other side of the frontler
have an intelligénce department which do
mony or skill eould organize, and the Greek
commanders are kept well inforrmed of all
that Is going on across the bonder.

Ealambaka, on the Greek left, not far
from the Albanian frontler, Is another im-
portant position of the Greeks. A military
road from Ealambaks to Velemitza, on tha
frontler, has just  been completed. At
Velemitza are the only passes from THal-
jacmon Valley, and the Greeke have 6,000
men In that vicinity, ready to meet a Turk-
ish ndyance. On the Turkish elda there
is no road beyond Vaskala, where 8,000
Turkish troops are stetloned. This coun-
try and these passes are sald to be the
scene of the passage of Alexander the
Great when he crossed to th destructlon
of Thebes, The Greeks are depending'
greatly for mountaln work on the Euzonl,
or armed mountaineers of Greece, Wwhosp
strength, skill and endurapce are well
known. It Is from this clase of men that
the “Irregulars,” now dolng snch valuable
work In Macedonia, have been drawn.
At Trikhala there ls another Greek army
corps numbering about 6,000 men,

Armies in the Field.

In all the Greeks have about 50,000 regu-
lars and some 20,00 irregulars an the front-
fer, but they count a great deal on reln-
forcements to their armles through upris-
ings in Eplrus, Albania and Macedonla. The
Turks, on the other hand, hava about 150,-
000 good, well eguipped troops in llne. Of
these forty-four battallons are redifs ralsed
in Roumells, in all abont 30,000 men, who
are divided Into two reserve dlvisions, At
Monastir fiying eolumtis have been formed
to watch the Servian frontler. The Turks
are weak In cavalry, having ouly about
8,000 mounted men on the frontler. They
are, however, very sirong In artlllery and
infantry. The transport corps i well or-
ganized, Fleld telegraphs have been lald
between a1l Important polnts; arteslan
wells have been bored at Hlagsona, nnd the
broken bridges at Macedonia have been re-
palred as much ag poasiblé,

TURKEY’S OTHER FOE.

Sultan Fears an Attack by Monte-
negro—Watching the
Frontier,

Salonica, April 17.—A battalion of Al-
banians statloned at Uskub in readiness to
start for the Greek frontler, has been sud-
denly sent in haste to Verans, on the
Montenegrin frontier, and another bat-
tallon, now In course of formatlon, will
follow so soon as poasible,

This unexpected movement of Turkish
troops toward the Montenegrin frontler
bas given rise to the report that serious
danger 18 apprebended In fhat dlrectlon.

COUNCIL OF WAR HELD.

Edhem Pasha and His Officers Con-
' sider the Battle in
Thessaly.

Headqguarters of the Torkish Army
in Macedonin, Elussona, April 17—
News has reached here that a Greek band
‘attacked the Turkish troops at Karya,
morthwest of Nezeros. A Turkigh officer

was In progress when the me_u;a;e was.re-
calved,

A dbunell of ‘wor-was held hepe, under
the presidency of Bdhem Pasha, the Turk.
{sh Commander-ln-Chief.

PLANS OF CAMPAIGNS.

Washington Strategists . Figuring on
the Fighting-to Be Done in
Greece and Turkey.

Washington, Aprli 17.—The annoutcement
that Turkey had ptactically declared war

immediately off - the
danelies, and are of great strategle value.

In the meantime a feet would be dlb-
patched -for Enloulks. Thls town Is .the
immedlate bese of -war supplies for the
Tuarks. It les on a serles of terraces, per-
fectly open'to & naval sttack, and possi-
bly might be compelled to surrender. This
would serlonsly eripple the Turkish move-
ment south.

Suech would be the movements that neces-
sarily would mark the beginning of bostill-
tles, Tt: s sald hers to-night that the
Turks must now be on  thele march for

Grand Duke Gonstantine.
Ha Is in command of the Greek forces now encamped on the plains of Thes-
saly, close to where yesterdey's battle took place.

mouth of the Dnr- v

{nstruetions to imitate thelr ancesiom
The idek hers is that the frst stroggle
will be as stated. The Torks will
take Lariesa, Greece will xelze Ohlos
and Lamos and stir up Lesbos and Lemuos.
The province of Epirus will fall ipto thalr
bands, They will advance W Macedonis
and be asslsted by the m Bul-
garjans, Albanians and hm

The recent announcement of the Ozar,
through his ofclal organ, that “in the event
of war Europe could not sfford to be pro-
Turkish,' ls commented on here and con-
strued very favorably to Gresce, The fact
that Turkey has moved an nrhr corps no
the Montenegrin frontler also excltes lote
est, boczuse Montenegro Is the fast ally
Russia,

It is estimated that Greece eonld
upward of 100,000 men, while Turkey coul
ralse 800,000 for the war., The | general gy
timent here is embodled in & remark
Danlel Quinn, ‘of the Catbolle University,
who for many years was attached 1o the
University of Athens: *d .am: gladéthat I
is Turkey that has declamell the wo
Europe can now hardly blobksde Gree:

The better side should win.” _‘

| SILENT SIR JULIAN.

The . British. Ambassador Was Ni.
Disposed to \tdublﬂfy on
~ WarTepies

Washington, p. ¢ + April 17.—Sir Jullan
Pauncefote, the nr!thh Ambassador, when
seen this evenlng in relatlon to the Intel
ligence recelved that Turkey had ptﬁt& '
cally declared war agalnst Greece, sald
that If such were the fact he had recelved
nothlng confirmatory of the matfer. Asked
It complications were linble to arlse thal
would serfously Involve Great Britalm, I
case the Intelligence should prove to be
true, Sir Jullan remarked with great good
nature that his position forbade him from
discussing such matters In the publle
prints. What Great Britain would or woald
not do under certrln conditions wonld be
gettled upon by the Home Office. He ap-

on Gresceé by allowlng her regular troops
to engage In conflict aronsed the diplometic
corps here. The opinlon lg that the first
movements will be an Immedlate advance
of the Turks on Larissa, & town of Thes-
saly, directly north of the passés of
Tharmoprise. It will be almost impossl-
bleé for the Greeks to prevent the capture
of Lariesa.

"On the other hand the Greeks have =z
much more powerful fleet than Turkey. The

could sall throngh the whole Ottoman fleet.
The Greeks will make & naval demonstra-
tlon against the lglands of Chios and Samos.
The people of these Islahds heve been very
carefully Indoctrinated with the ldea that
Greece was prepaving for their liberation.
The Greseks far outnunber the Tum. and
are ready for rebelllon. With the. nss

of a portion of the neet the lslands

N R =44

Peara and the Hydra, two modern crulsers, |

Larrissa. « One diplomatist sald it wonld
be safe to announce It as a fact. *

The danger to tha Greeks will be from
a land attack. The Turks now have abomt
150,000 men under arms near the fronticr,
The Greeks have 80,000, They are masscd
almost entirely south of Artn, which indl-
entes that the Greeks intend to advance
fnto Mnacedonia from the weatern side.
There will  be-littie opposition to thls at-
tnck, nnd the Greeks will have the further
advantage of the assistance of the Monte

negrins and Bulgarlans, who will be imme-
dintely In the rear of the Turks. Besidea

this the native Inhabitants of Macedonin
are (Gyeeks. -

The Turks, after taking Larissa, to make

thelr vietory wvalusble, must push on and

selze thy passes of Thermopylae, The

Gresics e left & suficlent guard at uu-l
12 ;;!mfm-.‘m anwmmmg

'ﬂmmr

prehend d. however, that h“m‘ [

polley would be followed, vix., not to tross
the bridge watll she resched it. -

UNCLE SAM'S FLEET.

This Country Has Only Four War
Vessels Near the Scene of
Hostilities.

Washington, April 17.—Following are the
Amerlcan vessels on the European sta-
tlons:

The SBanFrancisco, eleves
M. L. Johnson, flagship of t
at Smyrna.

The Minneapolls, eleven g
H. Wadielgh, Is at Mersine,

The Cloelnnntl, wieven gu
M. Shepard, left Naples, (ta
uﬁ-ﬂ.u but hasheen order
th Unlted I!uta, lm! whl
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