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INTHE CRYPT, swowme

THE-

SARCOPHAGUS.

Shortly befors his death, General Grant expressed a desire to be buried in build. There is something awe-inspiring In a study of Its solidity. As General

one of threa places: West Polnt, Galena, or New York. West Point he pre- Porter said In one of his addresses, It was “bullt for the centurlss," and for
forred above the others, but for the fact that his wifs could not be placed be- centuries it will certalnly stand. It ls diffioult to see how It can ever be de-
slde him there, New York was finally selected, by those upen whom the responsi- : ! stroyed or crumble away, There seems no good reason wliy at the end of n
pility fell, mot only becanse It wis the last place named by General Grant, but thousand years, with ordinary edre, it should not be as strong and enduring us
also becsuose it met the wishes of his family, who resided here. The slte was It Is to-day. With no eare at all, the elements wounld find It no easy task to

wear It away. The upper part, the dome; which Is of firon, would probably
yield to time, but the maln walls, of marble, granite, cement and brick, from
ten to twenty-five feet thick, ought to defy time almost forever. Everything
was construcied with this end in view. .

As for the sarcophagus which will recelve General Grant's body on Tuesdoay,
It will enduore a8 long or lotiger than the tomb ltself. It was quurrled In one
plece and hallowed out, It Is made of red porphyry, obtalned at Montello,
Wisconsin. An exact duplicate will be placed to receive the body of Mrs, Grunt
when she dles.

The tomb was planned by John H. Duncan, a loenl avchitect. Tt is n per-
fect square at the bottom. measuring ninely, feet on a side. This square por-
tion finlshes with cornice and parrapet seventy-two feet nhove the grade lHne.
On the interior four piers at fhe angles glve a ecruciform Interior plan. The
spaces between these plers are ecotnected by archles forty feet in span, the
crowng: belug fifty feet from tHe maln floor. These avches aud pleps earry ths
welght of the superstructure, a drum with an lpner gallery looklng down on the
maln floor, and an outer colonnade of the Tonie order, surmounted by ¢ortlee
and conlenl tops, The npex 18 to recelve a bronze figure of Unlon, the hend of
which will be 165 foet ubove the streetf.

The Interfor of the tomb ls white. It iz finished mainly in marble, with the
sections nnder the dome and arches In pollshed coment, The four allegorical
groups, “War," “Death,” “Truth,' and *“Peace,” shown on thlg puge, are mod-
elled in rellef between the arches of the dome. The erypt where the garcoplia-
gus rests 1a reached by a flight of steps from the main fopr of the toml. They
give access to o elrevlar corrldor that runs befween marble columns slx fedt
wide, which support the upper structure.

The front door allows the sun to shine on the sarcophagus for several hours
In the full of the day, but the lght from all other openings Is subdued by pur-
ple silk to remove any glare that a ftreatment In white on sb large a seale
might caunsge,

Altogether the tomb is one of the great sights of the New World. It Is
worthy the hero whose memory it is to honor,

offered by the city of New York, which gave Mrs. Grant the chalce of any of
the elty parks. She selected the spot at Riverside Drive and One Hundred and
Twenty-second street, where the body now lies.

The Mayor of New York called a meeting of citizens at his office, July 28,
1883, five days after General Grant's death fo take action for the proper Inter-
ment of the body. The organization known pas the Grant Monument Assoela-
tion, with ex-Fresident Chester A. Arthur as presiding officer, was formed on
February, 1888, Contributions to the amount of over $100,000 for the erection
of a wnitable monument had been recelved up to this time.

In February, 1892, General Horace Porier assumed the presidency of the
srganlzation. At the same tlme Mr, James C. Reed nccepted the position of
seeretary and Mr, PFrederick, D. Tappen that of treasurer., Before this time
the contributions had been comparatively few in number, but large in amount.
It was now thought the better plan to have the fund Increased by a popular
subzeription. ALl classes and conditions of people were appealed to by Geénera!
Farter. Meetings were held by prominent business firms and  sabscription
bocks were taken In charge by committéees of ali lines of dDusiness. The
newspeapers give thelr moral and finanelal support. Within sixty days the
tund had been Inecreased over 200,000 under General Porter's management.  In-
dividusl sohseriptions ranged from a penny to $5.000.

The total number of contrlbutors to the fund when I was completed was
64,788, The amount rilsed was about $600,000, With the sums c¢ontributed, and
ucerted Interest the amount I8 sufficient to fully complete the structure and
sarcophagus,

Additional money will have to be ralsed, howeyver, to place In position the
statue of General Grant that it Is hoped some tlme to erect In front of the
tomb, and also for the senlptured groups on the entrance and drive.

But even as It stands to-day without any of these ornaments, the tomb Is the
most wonderful structure in Amerlra, In many respects the most wonderful in
the world. It promises to surpass n point of durabllity the Washington Monu-
ment, which cost nearly twice ag much and took three or four times as long te
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