AT IRISH-AMERICAN  FAIR.

of the wawy black hair, gray eyes, fringed with the heavi-
ekt black lashes, which Intensify the soft toloring and 3
proncunce their merry, ‘twinklmg brightness. 8he has &

cleay, rosy - complexion, which tells Lales of the fresh alr

6f the T aled of Killarney. This, toe, accounts for much

of that romuantic: sentiment for which the Cork colléen

Is femous) They say thatino one can live within gight ot

those beautlfal laked dnd not imbibe some of the romanca

and sentiment surroundipg them.

The eollésy from' the wesl I8 & type pecullar 1o her part
of the eountry, {nlierited as It I8 from her dnceslors, the
early dnvaders,  Her coloring is dainty and pich. The Lrown
cyves and skin of milky whiteness nesds Just this burnished
glow of Zuburn hair to brighilen her face and malke her
classed among the most beautitul of Irigh colleens

Muopst of the eolleens who are to take part In this coming
fair have Just come from Ireland, and are showing thelr
devotion to the land of Erin and thelr couniry people by
lh= jabor théy have performed In the past manth to maks
the Irish, Fair a success. None can realize the necessity of
8 home In Amerlea as do these girls, who are landed In
New York after a jong and tedious voyage with little
money and possibly no friends, except those made tn board
the ship, It takes weeks for them to obtain siitable em-
ployment and to find the friends who ecan ald them. Dur-
ing this time they are homeless and possibly, withont funds.
All thig will be done away with when the rew Irish Palace
Is built, for It will’ open its doors for just this kind of
people, those who need help and encouragement.

Through the efforts of these eolleens 'of the falr many &
family treasure has found Itself oversin this country. For
months past friends of ‘those living here have eanvassed .
the different counties and collected sums of money and ar-
ticles which have been sent over to be disposed of by the
colleens at the falr, Fine china, from old Menion down
to the modern wares, laces of cobwebby texture from the
anclent convents or fresh from the looms of to-day, and
linens of every grade. There are many old pictures, too,
and a few spinning wheels of antique make; all sorts of
souvenirs made from the logwond, and harps with histo-
ries that date back almost'to the time of St Patrick,

A Hnen spinner from Belfast, who
will show you how the finest wear s
made.

i

Yqu may buy there a mug of fresh milk from the hand of
a winsome dalry maid, dressed In her country gown, You
may watch the wheel, guided by the hands of a fair spin:
ner, disentangling the linen threcds, or have a bright-eyed
girl from Cork lure you into the I'larney Castle. You have
buot to slip a coln Into her hand, kiss the far-famed stone,
and henceforth you shall find vour words are honeyed, and
" all you desire ghall be obtainag for the asking, so great Is

the power of the Blarney stone.

These colleeng are singers, loo—singers sweet and tune-
ful. From. the days of the strolling minstrel and his harp
the melodles of Ireland have Lean sung.,

Muny of the songs are of the shamrock and the harp,
and are so beautiful shat their words have floated over the
seag and become household songs and thelr melody, so tune-
ful and sweet,_has formed & part of the bheautiful music of
the world, Some of these melodies are dedicated to the na-
tive colleen, and nnne“are more filled with poetry and love
than these.

The women of Ireland have been the greatest workers for T
this falr. Some months ago, when the subject was ap-
progohed, It was the women who hegan the work to raise
funds and to collect articles sultable for transportation. The
old women who, through long yeare of service, have become
skifled in knitting, weaving and making lace with the bob-
kins, .renewed thelr energles In those lines, and have sent
over the gea many beautlful specimens of their art. Thes:
women, some of whom are so old and crippled that this
work was a task to them, have made these articles, each
eontributing her mite, for the big fair, to further Lae buijld-
ing of the palace and thus secure & home for the ¥young
girls when they leave their native heath and cross the blg
peean to enter upon a new lifeocean fo-enter upon 4 new iife
in the land of Tiberty.

The intention of the people having the fair In charge Is to
rajse funds to build a tempdrary home and meeting place for
all Irish people who come to this country. The plan has
been talked of for years, but It is-only within the past few
months that any work has been done toward It Now It is
proposed to do something practicable. The committes have
furnished thé opportunities for. a great Irish Falr, and the
colleens will do the rest. Thirty-two counties will be repre-
sented In as many booths, and there's the Hvellest kind of
rivalry to see which ong will do the best for the cause. The
lucky representatives of Cork have not only celleens galore,
but a piece of the original Blamey stone, sent over here
under the seal of the happy mayor who guards its sacred
resting place. But the other counties are not cast down ons

St bit over Cork’s luck. They have colleens themselves, and
: . such colleens, They declare there's enough blarney about
: 5 them to knock out the Cork product, even If It were as big

: as the pillars of Hercules,

A colleen from Dublin, & 1ypi
- eal milkmaid In her native frock




