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KATE CLAXTON

For the First Time Tells the Story of the Brooklyn Fire.

can Small Boy.

by the Ruthor of
“HELEN’S BRABIES.”
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These are the Boys. A Wotd to the Mothets.
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“Mothers of American boys,
agdept from me a tribute of re-
spect, which no werds can fitly
express—of wondsay greater than
any of the great things of the
world: ever inspired—of adora-
tion as earnest and devout as
the Catholle pays to the Virgin
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In a gingle day I, a strotg man, 4 -
with nothing else to occupy my. &

mind. am rveduced to physical = «
anfl mental worthlessness by the

necessities of two boys not over-
mischievous or bad. And you—

@

L

.
« ‘Heaven only knpws how—have 2 3
w unbroken weeks, months, years, 3 |
j’ ves, |liletimes, of just such ex- sz w
< periences, and with them the & d
. burdén of household cares, of %*' 3
& physlosl lls and depressions, of % i
'f\ merntal anxleties that pierce thy @ 3 J
<‘E'= hearts with 2s many sorrows as iﬂ
_ grieved the Holy Mother of uld."*i ‘I
-j-' —From “Helen's Bables." § 'r’
L
L0656 220EIDOOPH SLED BEE "‘

ESCRIPTIONS of the Ueranun.]lty!

D nnd temperament of twelyve-rear-old

Harold Flelds, held In 51,500 ball

1o nnswer n charge of freguently setiing

Are to the house in which he nnd his denr-

Iy loved motber lived, renews Interest and |
curfasity il ome type df the genus boy,

It was evident from the first that even-!
If Harold Flelds Lad kindled the several
fires that Have been discoverad In the
house in which he lived, there was nothilng
In common between him and the juvenlle
“toughs’ of his age. There are hardened
criminals not mwore than twelve years of
age, but this boy 1s not one of them. All
the occupants of the apartment house in
which he lives Hke him and speak well of
him—a cireumstance so unusual that few
bors who afterward becams noted In busi-
ness, philanthiopy or religlon—few boys
who afterward reached the Presldeney of
the United SBtates—had go good a record.
Pérhaps Washington did, but It was
George's fortune to be “brought up" five
miles from anybody, so there were uo
nelghbors npon whom he could inflict. him.
self, The youngster accused of incoendiar-
Ism Is of delicate physlque, refined face, ur-
tistle tastes, good manners) large head snd
nervons tomperament—gunlities that malke
of & boy an exception to bis Kind and o
soutee of Juy 1o those who know hlw,

But to bls temperament must be charged
his fanlt, If be reslly committed 1t. The
vagaries of which a well-meanlng set nun-
formed], gensitive and consequently exclta-
ble nature ls eapuble are restricred only by
the extreme oufer boundaries of human ae-
tivity. Indeed; It fs not necessary thst the
possessor of such a nature should be of the
unformeil age to do deeds unexpectsd @nd
dangerous. History Is full of storles of out-
rageous pranks of mel and wotaen who
were honest, alfedtlonate;  truthful spd
eéven rellglous, yet of whom men could
truthfully say, In the words of a popnlar
sOng of & few years ngo:

*“You never knew just swhere or when

That enss would break ont next,”

Coming from seusitive and Impression-
alile ndults down to bops of simillar nature,
the uncertalaty licreases, for the younger
nnture, ‘o matter how well-mesulug, 15 &
combinatlon of uncontrolled impnlses ani
of lgnornnce 8x to the relative Hiness of
things, o revert a moment fo Washing-
ton, did nof that mode!l youtl, long before
Bre had resched Harold Fields's Hge,s cut
down his fother's pet clierry troet It I
trne that he could not tell o Ié about ir,
but history and teadition afe siléut as to
whether he ecould explaltt’ why he selected
the most vialusble tree of the plantation
for hig sportive hatehet, A few years af-
terward, yet whilk not ten yonrs of age, hie | '
fode to deoth bls mother's most valuable i . J
botse, apparently with no unkind purpose.| & sl

Boys of gensitive mentality must have ' o
. 7] ‘ . ’ . : 15t1 i '
soasthing {0 oroupy thele miuda; utter o But the terrible stifling smoke began to roll out in great billowy clouds as irresistible as the foaming breakers which dash upon

; f oce on they must' hove diver- i

ston.  If this Is provided for them Iy proper the Shore Of the QLean. ..
quantity nnd quality they are falely sufe op » I YN ; THEN PANTC FIRSY GAN. F SRETC d SONTE g i i 3¢
henitiere 'Of Spelbtys A2 they it ﬂm].n A T‘_‘_‘P[‘I.}j{'{? .nl' THE ]_%.Imi_\.h.i.\ N THEA T:-RE WHEN THE PANICO FIHST BHGAN. FROM SKRETC H"‘-:S IN THE CONTEMPORARYX P'l:ﬂ.l_'}?t’l[., \..T.S_

for themselves, there I8 au nueertaloty the
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reverae of delightful es to where they muy
find It and what It may be. Du Manrler
expressed the probabilitles capltally a few
yenrs ngo, when, under o sketeh of n tlred
mother, he put the line: “Go find oul what
Johnny 18 doing, snd tell him to stop."

If the charges agdinst Httle Harold

Flelds are to depend for thelr uupp_ort' an
the boy's alleged confeasion, they might as
wowell avé been l6ft unmade, for there s
no limit to the admissions {hat mny e
extorted from o nervous, unbalnneed or
gnnlzation throvgh fear or any owe of sev-
eral other forims of pressure. o “ihes zood
olit. timgs," when confessfons would coy-
viet, this fact was 8o well understond that
a number of the porest and nobiest of men
and women bave been sent to the gillows
or State prison for erimes which they con-
fessod, yet never committed. A child 1g
cmore susceptible to the methods of ex-
torters of confesslons than auy ndule; his
fmagldation, If sufficlently stimulated, wij
van away with all his sense, Including the
sense of truth, and he will become men.
tally Incompetent and {rresponsible.

Some men of high standing in tle com:
cmunlty have reealled such experlences of
‘thelr own youth, and one of the ponse-
quences: Is that few Jjudges and cofiminal
lawyers rogard a confesslon #s conelusive,
Thie buman mind Is a delleate, shaky ma-
chine, eveu Iu the svernge adult. Thou-
winids of honest men on the witness stand
have been badgered and ecross-guestioned
until they have unkoowingly told a lot of
tmportunt falseboods under onth, so what
dependence can by placed upon = boy s
tanfession? 2 A05
Nevertbeless, the good Ifttle boy,” ne,
muter fo whom be belongs, Wil bedr

1

we ard broughit face to fade with what
threatens to be Immediate annihils-
tlop, we drp compelled to recognlze
the absoiute poimportance of self.

On the night of Tuoesday, December 5,
1878, T was a young gl of bt Little ex-
perietoe with the practlesl events of life:
My confidence Ty oiysel! was that wiich
youth and inexperlence foedly, Flye lmin-

l N the pgeent' orldps of onr Hyes, when

ites—yes, one second—before tHe nost son-

sational orcurrence Ilu my life chmio 40
prss I-hnd sich eonfidence fn the mmpiitnde
of my own alility that np tuek seomod oo
groat for my pawers. 1 ew nothing of

Denth throst close to miie.
lenrned all that: T saw Dedth In his most

you faney what it is?

My Iife nd been that of a young girl wlih
the okt desirabile nidilintiops. and the few
Brlet yearad in whikh T had Deen an aetive
partielpant I professlonnl (bentrical e
phsseld as plensantly and  ns qulekly =
dream perlods. The Brookiyn Thentre wos
then ynder the mnnugeriil control of Sherl
Ann Shook dnag Albert M. Paliner, who wore
alzo the conductors of the Unjon Squase
Theatre, New York. It woas af the inkl-
named playhovse that “The Two Orphans”
hed been produced three seasons before,
und Its success there made It koown from
Tand*s end 1o fend's end. T hod éreated the
tole of  Loulsy, the blnd girl, as M
Oharles B, Tharne bod that of Choynlior
De Vaudiey, and we weére usslgned Lo -
terpret the same charvacters when the play
was pitt on st the Biooklyn Thaited ta
ran during the boliday genson. The plav
Wag o long one, In five aets, Fou knaw,

the [rreslstible, sudden shock of great nst-|
wrd)l forees; 1 Lad tever seen the face of | showed the exterlor of the, Churel of Si.
| Solplee, whers Plerre, the ¢rippleg Lirotler
And in one single, dreadfu! ‘moment I of the flaree Tneques Frochapd, temtoves hils

River Belne, Iy Parls. 1t happiéned thit ds
I wng speaking the fvst happy lnes In fle
dinlogie allbtted me thiet T felt somethiing
warm on my right grns.

The ecostume whith 1T wore waa a thing
of shreds aud patches, nod a8 best T could
not Imagine what it was that had fallen
on my fesh with the senssiion of a4 Dot
blast.  Quickly T looked py my drs, and,
seolng nothing, L ax gulekly looked ip
over oy - hed. . Whnt 1 aaw 4l not seem
2: teighifnl then—not nearly do frightful

my eyes ns [t lma been  many thon-
sanda of times sloce 10 my memory—byt 1
think that It was simply a tifllng fire
kn_ one of the pregeding nots—thar which

thttered oont and ‘puts It ‘Gver the ¥honl-

hideons form dibectly 1o my path, ool ders of blind Loulse, a “snow-box' ‘wis

nsed! from swhlch &mnll pleéces of white
poper eut to resemble snowflakes were
thrown, lJand when I' first anw the fall*ng
Hve brands I thought that the few remain-
Ing contents of the “snow-box*" had become

|ignited aud wore dropping to the stage.

Flré Has o fuselnntlon for hnmnn belups,
I'nm tolll, Bowoever that may be; I' know
that ‘I conld not take uy eyes off of the
Hittle bumel of burnlng miterial. In jess

than five secouds the glowing spnce heonme

n papidly mmonfug streak of flashing fame

and 1 sow that the “sky borders,” which

rin peross the stage upin the fles, were

on fire In the second entrance, ns It Is

lnown to people of the stage, and thar the
fames  wore vigorotis and scemed to be
epreading.

Some membets of the sudicnece, which

was quite § large ond—the top gallery or
family clrele, and the fAret baleany op Gress:

cirele belpg partigulstly well filled fhat

| nlght=tind, evidently notiped that somes

The Horror
Made Brooklyn

Mourn as
- Paris Mourns

To-day.

huni of econversatlon nmopg sxelted people
repolied wy eard and 1 Gould see that some
of 1lhe prrsans
archegtra near thy stage were preparing
to leave the thenatre.

Although I had dever scen a panie 1 felt
that one was st baml.
hnd gecured long poles nnd were endeavor-
Il to beat owp the Ohmes. .

Then come o sense of pesponsiblilty.
Semething Lnd to be done, and I felt that
1 must do lt—thnt T must decide upon It
instantly, wnd act with the spesd of thoughit,
ot it wonld be too Inte,
to the footlizhis nnd begged the nudlence
to ba eala amd to refrain from rushing to
the exit doprs. A few eool-headed persons
nudleney eried ont, “'8it down!"
SEeep quiet!” “Ordes and for an Instant
it geemed as though every vneof the-many
there wauld suceeed In ledaving the bullding

seuts In the

The stnge hands

I owilked qulekly

rrible stifting smoke began to
rall opt tn groat Lillowy clonds: as free-

of fenr which must hiave come over every
one In that erowd and the drst pringiple of
Tuman oature very natumlly asserted It-
self. It all ocourred In what scemed to me
less than  three minures from  the time
thit 1 folt the first borning ‘ember on my
arm ool 1 saw clearly that the whole
audignce was beyond huwmap control and
had become madly panle-siricken.

Even so—though the spectacie of 8 mnd-
demedt* crowd must always Do terrible—I
had wo Ided of the foll meaning of swhat
T was MHolling. I stood there till the
burning dcenery was falllng ke o perfoot
riln of fire wpon the stage nll drosud me,
THon 1 rurned nnd fed throush the smoke
Inden ald, amld the flashing of the burning
brands, to the stage door. The way was

sary to run swiftly. 1o that whirling
grmoke one could not stop even for bresth,
but must make baste or die.

When I reached the sirest, which was
ecoversl with suow, the chill of the Decem-
ber alr struck to the marrow of my bones.
I rould not stay there In the rags which
elothed me! There was potbing I could dn
for uny other person. 1 uastened o my
lodgings. Then came the ngony of waiting
for nows of the otheér members of the vem-
pasy, and of the audience that hud asseni-
bled  to see us, But thosa long Neurs
geemed  brief to the century of sulléring
which the terrilylng detalls of death, made
known the following day, brought to me.
It dld not at fiest seem probable 1o me thit
the number of dend could approximute goch
horrifying flgures as the records show, for
when 1 took the Ilgst view over the awdie
torium before firing from the footlights o
the sidewaik T felt sure thaot nlmost every
one would eseape, If not In absslnte safe-
ty, at least with but very lttle bodily To-
jury.. ‘But as Henry Ward Beecher saldin

oot greatly obstructed. It was only neces-|

For montiis after that terrifying nlght 1.
conld not- sleep soundiy.  Every Hitls
nolse, which In my normal.condition, wonld
not have pttracied eves my ms&l.ﬂl.M?f e s
tion, storiled me, and when 1 was amuspd E-E‘I =
suddeniy 1 invarisbly awoke with s shndls RS
der. nud n feeling as though sosething =
droadfol wns sbout 1o happen. My phiyst. '\.
clans Bove pssured me many tiuies slbes
then thar Wiy ner¥ous orguelration received
8 shock that nlght from which T will never &
recaTel St 19

Tie desth of Edwis' ¥l Thorse in fhe o
carly purt of this wiek resmiled to me mgain
the ead (nte of Lis clder brother, Charile, S8
He wag the cheviller o the “Twa O ©

e

| phags™ the night the Brooklyn m_iﬁ'f*'.l “y

dlgnster pecurred and he from  belag 8
sniendld specimen of physical bumasity be=
came & Yerick anl dled in agony. Eite
Girnrd, who wos the onteast Mzrisnoe,
In escoplug by the rear entrunce from the
stage was knoeked down into the gupter’ ®
and trampled upon by some brotal riftle 8
with the result thiat some of her riba weeh
broken. She lay unconsclous and unnotiesl =
for severnl bours. Her death o8
after from consumption, may certainly be
tracod to that night's horror, (=" I
Lysander Thowpson, the arfist, and
brother of Charlotte Thompsob—overy ope |
who saw ber pisy Jane Eyre will remem-

Iy
| ”
‘ber her—had a small part in the play. He K"{

wns & big, robust feliow. bur he; tuqﬁ‘- o>
dead und old Mr. Phillips, the good Qoctaf
of the play, has nlso passed away. The =
John Mathews, who was the al'll!ﬂ:'.’p‘dlﬁ_; il 'y
guakl la tust faiefol  porformnmee,. Bad
been the Inthmate personal friend and
roommate of Jolin Witkes Booth, .and
playing im Ford's Thentre, at Wai

the might thnt Presigent Lincolp was
sasxinnted there.

an gddress with the Brooklyn Theatre fite fand kindly Claude By

: | thing very muphoul of the rogular cowrse | sistible a8 the: fogming hreakers which fash
of _af.\ren.'!'g: WS OOONTTINgG ;-@on::mmm thiy T S
Wi 10ly 4 (08 dhultivg- tarb ' b :
o ]

able result of Lujury | sidération for ot
T :.f*},'l‘.'. L LANve qf,\p
A

his subject: “I0n paxle shiould bredk out |




