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And the W
TO-DAY the Greeks are fighting a gal-. s

lant but a losing fight for the land tl
which they love as well as their an-

cestors who died at Thermopylae. Their s

foes are the Turkish barbarians, who hate 1

Christianity and civilization as much as t

they hate the Greeks. I
The battles of the present war have a

taken place on ground that is more his- c

torical than any in the world. Here more j t

than twenty centuries ago the ancient n

Greeks developed the art of war to such a c

pitch that even modern soldiers must still

study their methods. They also set exam- F

pies of personal bravery that men will p
never forget. f<

To know something of ancient Greek ei

svarfare is thoroughly worth while, and the il

present moment is a peculiarly appropriate | f
me for the study. That excellent military ^

svriter, Colonel Theodore A. Dodge, of the Q'

Jnited States Army, says that the science
af war is not more perfect to-day, accord- 0

lug to our resources in the arts and me- 1:1

:hanics, than it was in the days of Alex- s

inder.
0

Napoleon said that one could only be- t!

:ome a successful general by studying the
Trent onntnins. beginning with Alexander. n

Frederick the Great's victory at Leuthen u

vas due to his knowledge of the tactics
>f Epaminondas at Leuctra. The passage

r

)f the Hydarpes by Alexander has been the t!

nodel for the crossing of rivers ever since. ir

As a campaigner, the old Greek soldier
las never been surpassed. The marches 11

if Alexander in Asia were stupendous. 11

n one important respect the modern sol- ^
tiers can claim superiority over the
tncient. They have sustained heavier *

osses in battle.
At Marathon is found one of the first
nd most marked illustrations of whgt is
:nown in military science as grand tactics. g,
Darius, the great King of Persia, inadedGreece and was met by the Athen- ^

^,ns and Plataeans at Marathon. Miltiadas, j
t'ho commanded tne tireeas, nan our

1,000 men; the Persians had ten times as r>
nany. The latter lay on 'the seashore In
rent of their fleet. To reach and lean his 0
lanks on two brooks running to the sea, n
diltiades made his centre thin, his wings
trorg, and advanced sharply on the enemy, y
With his wings he scattered the Persian rj

irray. but the deep Persian line broke
hrough his weak centre. Miltiades had ti
Mther anticipated and prepared his army
for this, or else seized the occasion by a fl
(troke of genius. The Persian troops fol- a

lowed hard after the
broken centre. Mil- fl
trades caused each p
wing to wheel on- u

ward, and fell upon jj
N. both flanks of the

Persian advance, ab- p
1 solutely overwhelm- ^

I ing it and throwing it v

ĝjj bacl^ upon the main a
line in such confusion a
as t0 lead to complete ii

' victory. This was i
one °* the earliest occaslouson which the v

Greeks departed from q
( their plan of fighting s

on parallel order to ^
their adversaries. r
Marathon is about

i I I ^TA eighteen miles north j
east of Athens, and a

5 THROW \ its slte is wel1 marked o
1 to-day. f

r». . \ Leor.idas is repre- c

i^OCr\( . \ sented now by the (
v J \ Crown Prince Con- a

\ stantine, if by any j
one. The latter is a ^

/ brave soldier, and un- q
/ fortunate like his lmmortalpredecessor, j,

It a curious fact that t
there is some reason a

to believe that a considerable number of c

Teutonic people found their way into clas- g
sical Greece, thereby providing the fair- r
haired Greeks so much admired by Homer a

and other writers. If that is true, Con-
stantlne, a uane Dorn in vjrieeut-, iuhj uui j

be so far removed in blood from Leonidas j
as one would at first suppose. v

The Persian invaders of ancient Greece a

may be compared to the Turks of to-day. ^

Like the latter, they were personally '

brave, but they were also less barbarous, tl
Thermopylae typifies all that Is noble In

Jreek military history. It was the scene £
>f t£e fight of Leonidas and 300 Spartans l
igalnst the uncounted hordes of Xerxes, a

:he Persian. It failed, but has left an un- a

lying fam<<r Its memory inspires the y
Greeks of to-day. and If. like Leonidas and a

lis Spartar.s, they are falling, they are yet
ti
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triving nobly to follow the example of 1
heir glorious ancestors. «

Perhaps In a few days the Turks wih 1
warm over what was once the pass of t

Thermopylae. It led from Thessaly, where j
he two armies are now fighting. Into t

jocris. It lay between Mount Oeta and fc
.n inaccessible morass forming the edge £
f the Malic Gulf. At one end of the pass u

he mountain approached so close to the f
aorass as to leave room for only a single t

arriage to pass. . t
In the year 480 B. C. Xerxes, King of
'ersia, then ruling the most extended em- E
ire in the world, gathered a great army ^
jr the conquest of Greece. It has been i;
stimated at 1,000,000 men, but certainly f
was a vast horde. Xerxes marched

irough Thrace and Macedonia aud met ^
itii no resistance until he reached Ther-
',,J ,"c' a
This the Spartan King, Leonidas, had
ecupied with 7,000 men. For two days f
tiey beat back the huge masses of Per- ^
lans who assailed the pass, but whose t
vernumbers proved an impediment to

a
leir success. Even the so-called Immorg
lis of the Persian army were routed, ,

nd Xerxes, who was watching the battle.
>aped thrice from his throne in his rage.
At last by the treachery of a Malian

1

tamed Ephialtes, a body of Persian ^
roops was led by a secret path over the ^
lountains to the rear of the Greeks. Thus ^
_ie,y were luicmcucu uj B f
umbers before and behind. Leonidas dis-

v
lissed all his army except his bodyguard e
f 300 Spartans and a body of Thespians. u
nth these he advanced into the plain, and

s
fter killing unnumbered Persians the
ttle band was completely destroyed. Toaythe pass of Thermopylae has become ^
broad plain through the deposit of allu- ^

lal matter, and Is no longer a natural
g

Ite for defence.
Xerxes occupied Athens and pillaged the g

.cropolls, as the Turks were destined to ](
o many centuries later, but he suffered
great naval defeat at Salamis, where 200

f his ships were sunk.
This victory was due to the shrewdness j

f Themistocles. He was Archon Eponylus,or Chief Ruler, of Athens, and when r
i omce inaucea uie aiueuiaus io speuu j
tie product of the silver mines of Lauiumin building ships, instead of distrlbut- f
lg It among the citizens. His object was ^
> draw the Athenians to the sea, as he
'as convinced that it was only by their

v
eet that they could repel the Persians
nd obtain supremacy In Greece. It is
ere worth while to remember that a large !
cet and a daring naval commander would 1

robably change the result in the present 1

nequal struggle between Greece and Tur- c

ey.
c

Upon the invasion by Xerxes, Themis- 1

ocles was appointed to the command of 0

he Athenian fleet. When the Persians c

re're drawing near the Athenians, by the '

dvice of Themistocles, deserted the city, 1

nd removed their women and children and ^

uflrm persons to Salamis. Aegina and c

'roezen. But as soon as the Persians took T

ossesslon of Athens the Peloponnesiaus v

,'ero anxious to retire to the Isthmus of e

lorinth. Themistocles besought them to 0

tay and fight the Persians at Salamfs, v

nd Induced the Spartan commander, Euybiades,to do so. i

When the fleet of Xerxes appeared the t
'eloponnesians were again anxious to salt e

way. Themistocles saw that he could i

nly hold them by stratagem. He there- J
ore sent a faithful slave to the Persian <3
ommanders, informing them that the a

Jreeks intended to make' their escape, 1
nd that the Persians had now an oppor- c

unity of covering themselves with glory if a

hey would only cut off the retreat of the
Ireeks. t
The Persians were delighted with the <

lea. and In the nieht their fleet "Decupled s

he whole of the channel between Salamis a
nd the mainland. The Greeks were thus
ompelled to flght, and the great victory of o
Salamis was won. This caused Xerxes to g

etire, and eventually led to the disappear- g

nee of all Persians from Greece. a
Of the ships with which Themistocles de- b
oated the Persians the trireme was an a

mportant type. It may be contrasted p
rith the modern torpedo boat of the new 0

nd large class, which in dimensions some- b
i'hat resembles it. A
The trireme owed its name to the fact .

hat It had three banks of rowers. War v
umnanoi^ htr Aoi>a In rirrlfhnf .

UijJB"» «», »-« j

hey might be independent of the wind. a

'hey also had sails, and were rigged in c
peculiar manner. The mast was low

nd carried a square sail attached to a tl
ard." It was unshipped during a battle f)
nd only a small mast stepped in its place. g
The whole complement of an Athenian
rireme was 210 persons.170 oarsmen, flf-1
een to twenty sailors and ten to twelve
larlnes, besides the officers. The length
as been estimated at 115 feet, breadth
5% feet, height above water 10 feet, and
ranght 6 feet.
The trireme carried movable turrets on
he upper deck, sometimes as many as

ight, and of several stories. From these
ilssiles could be showered on the enemy,
'he fighting men, with their shields, added
o the armor of the ship.
The fore part of the vessel was con-
tructed largely with regard to the use of
he ram, being very strong. Rams were

sually of bronze, but sometimes of iron.
?he principal ram of a trireme weighed
ome 170 pounds. It usually had three
rongs, and often sloped downward. The
reat object of naval tactics was to ram

he enemy. A trireme driven by oars had
o difficulty in cutting an enemy in two
! it struck amidships. To smash the ruderby ramming was another way of putIngan adversary out of the fight.
The back bone of a Greek army was the
halanx, consisting of hoplites or heavy
lfantry. the substantial citizens in every
;nse of the state. The phalanx differed
>nslderably In formation In different
mes.

The most famous phalanx was that of
hllp of Macedon. It was at first eight,
fterward twelve to sixteen deep. In the
Ight rank formation the lances, or sarisae,being eighteen feet long, those of
11 ranks could be presented to the enemy,
hey were grasped with the right hand at
le butt and with the left four feet from
le butt end. Hence the lances of the
rst rank projected fourteen feet, while
le spearheads of the last rank were level
1th or just in front of the men in the
ont rank.
In the deeper formation, and after the
;duction of the length of the sarissa to
jurteen feet, only the- first ranks presntedtheir weapons to the front. The
;st held them slanting over the h-.-ads of
aeir comrades in front.
The Importance of this form* tion lajr

<E WAF
It To-day,

n ita power of resistance to hostile onset
ind in the weight with which it fell when
mpelled against the enemy's lines. Its
veakuesses were want of mobility, the 1mlosslbllityof changing front in face of
he enemy, and unsultabillty for close

a. + rpuA TJor^nno In
LClilU- LU-Uaaa tllgaguuitii L. XUC iwmauo,

Ighting Pyrrhus, King of Epirus, who
ised the phalanx, at first suffered badly
rom it, but soon learned how to avoid it,
o attack it when in disorder, and generally
o bother It.
In defensive order or to attack intrenchaents,a tortoise or synapism was formed.
?he men stood close together, each occupyngbut one and a half feet square, the
ropt rank covering their shields, the other
anks using them to form a roof over the
ends of all.
This tortoise was so strong that archers
nd slingers could march over it to shoot
heir miskiles, and wagons rolled over the
ormation without harm to the soldiers.
'o repel an attack tlie lionlites kneeled on

lie right knee and leaned the shield
gainst the left knee, the edge on the
round. This was a device of Chabrlas, the
ithenian.
The phalangites were taught by Philip
nd Alexander to form a circle for exactly
he same purpose that modern infantry
orms a hollow square, four or five ranks
eep, with row upon row of bayonets risagone above the other. That purpose is
o resist a charge. The ancient formation
ras no doubt very effective, but the modrnsoldiers have an advantage in weapons v

lore easily handled than the eighteen-foot
arissae.
The catapult was the heavy siege gun of
he ancients. It was a species of huge
ow, mounted on a platform, and the prooiitrxrfnmo lisnnllv a twisted cord or

ut applied to the arms of the bow. Someimeswomen's hair was used. The bowtrlngwas tightened by a windlass and reeasedby a spring.
The catapult shot huge iron-pointed arowsor pikes weighing from ten to three
undred pounds. It was capable of carryngnearly half a mile, and was accurate
ip to five hundred paces. Some were arangedso as to hurl a flight of leaden billets.
Another piece of artillery, known as the
alarica, discharged a flight of arrrows.

?his may be compared to the Maxim
:un. In the falarlca the impelling force
pas a huge plank of very supple wood.
Fhe arrows were'

ilaced in round holes
ti a very thick, upightboard. The
ilastic plank was(i
Irawn backward to
Iltf KIUUI1U VVltll

nd pulleys, and sud- \
lenly freed, so that A
t struck the butts of I
he arrows with its 1
lat surface and dis- \
iharged them. They I
rere very deadly and 1
videspread in their
fleets, although they
:ould not be directed .

v

vith much accuracy.

Ingenious as this
nachine is, it must
>e admitted that It
akes a poor showing ,

n comparison with a

daxim gun, which / ^

lischarges 600 shots /."
minute ana is capa- / . 7^'

)le of killing every /
»ne it strikes within / ' C? '<

i range of Ave miles.
The baliista was

he mortar of the andents.It threw
(tones of fifty pounds ^***»»«.
nd more for a distance of half a mile.
The baliista consisted of a stout beam
r arm of wood, whose one end bore a

poon or bowl, in which was held the

tone, while the other end was secured in
twisted cord or gut, mounted in a timierframe. Being brought backward

<»ninot thr> twist to a nearly horizontal
osltion by a windlass, and the stone or

ther projectile placed In the spoon cr

owl, the arm was suddenly released and
ew upward with great power. Its motion
ras suddenly arrested by "an upper transersebeam, or by cords fastened to the
rame work. The projectile left the spoon
t this point and could be directed with
onslderable accuracy.
Red hot balls and fire-pots were also
urled by the ballista, and sometimes inectedcorpses were thrown Into a city 10

pread disease.
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