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How the Greeks Fought the Bar-
barian Hordes in the Days of

- Leonidas, Miltiades and
Alexander.
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IOW THEY USED TO MAKE WAR IN GREECE

And ‘the Way They Do It To-day.

r I O-DAY the Greeks are fighting a gal-
lant but a losing fight for the land
which they love as well as thelr an-

cestors who died at Thermepylae.
foes are the Turkish harbarians, who hate

Christinnity and civilization as much a5
they hate the Greeks.

The bhatties of the present war have
taken place on ground that is more tis- |
torical than asy in the world. Here moro|
than twenty centurles ago the anclent
Greeks developed the art of war to such o
piteh fhat even modern soldlers must sthll
study thelr methods. They also set exnm- l
ples of persongl bravery thut men wlll[
never forget.

To know somoething of aoclent f.;reelt|
warfate Is thoroughly worth while, and the |
present moment iz a peculinrly. appropriate |
ane for the study. That execellent milltary |
writer, Colonel Theodore A. Dodge, of the
Dnited States Army, says that the selence
of wir s not more perfeet to-day, accord-
lug to pur rtesources in the uarts and me-
chanies, thano It was In the days of Alex-
ander.

Napoleon sald that one eouid only be-
came g suecesstal general by stadying the
great captalns, beglnning with Alexander,
Frederick the Groat's vietory at Leuthen
wns (e to hlg knowledge of the taeties
of Bptminoodas at Leuetra. The passage
of the Hydarpes by Alexander has bheen the |
model for the cropsing of rivers ever sines,

As p ecampalgner, the old Greek soldler
has neéver beeti surpnssed.  The marehes
of Alexandet In Askn were stupenfous.
In one (mporthnt reapect the tnodern sul-
Alers. ¢an  einlm  superlority over thd
anelent,  They have stustalned ‘Theavier
losses In battle.

At Marathon is found one of the first
and mozt marked [linstrations of swhat 18
known In milltary eclence as grand tacties.

Darins, the grent King of Persin, In-
¥aded Greece and wis met by the Athen-
Inns and Plitacang at Mneathon, Miltindas,
4o commanded the Gréeeks, had  but
11,000 men: the Persluns had ten times as |
many, The latter lay on the senshare In |
front of their feet.  To reach and fean his |
flanks ‘on two brooks running to the  sea,
Miltthdes mnade hig centre thin, e wings
strorg, nnd advanced shnrply on the enemy.

With hix wings he senttered the Perslan
arrny. but the deep Perslan line hroke |
thronglh lis wenk eentre. Miltlades had
elther autleipated and nprepared big army
for tlls, or eolse gelzed the occaslon. by a
itroke of goenins. Mhe Persipn troops fol-
lowed hard after the

broken: centre.  Mil.
trades  enused  each
wing to wheel on-
ward, ond fell upon
bath flanks of the
Perslan. advance, ab-
soluteély  overwhelm-

g It and throwing it
back, upon the maln
ling 1o guch confusion
nn to lead to eomplete
f vletory. . This- was
pne of the earlipgst oe-
caslotis on which -the
Greeks departed from |
: thelk plun of fghting |
. on parallel order to
thelr adversaries,
Marathan. s about
elghteen mliles north
east of Athens, and
it site |s well marked
to-day.

Leonidas is repre-
gonted now hy the
Crown -Prince Con-
gtantine, If by any
one, The latter is a
brave soldler, and un-
fortunate Hke hilg im-
mortal ~ predecessor.
It a curlons fact that
there l8 some reason

to belleve that a comsiderable nmumber of
Teutonle pesple found thelr way into clas-
sleal Greeee, thereby providing the fair-
halred Greeks so much admired by Homer
and other writers, T that 1s troe, Con-
stantine, a Dane horn In Greece, may not
be so far removed i blood from Leonlins
asone would at first suppose.

The Perslun invaders of anclent Greece
may be compared to the Turks of to-day.
Like the latter, they wers personally
brave, but they were also less barbarous,

Thermopylae typifies all that ls noble In
Greek military history. It was the scene
af the fight of Leonidas and 300 Spartans
agninst the uncounted hordes of Xerxes,
fhia Persian., Tt failed, but hag left an un-

Thelr |

| mus, ot Clitef Ruler, of Athens, and wlen

land induced the Spartan commander, Eu-

dying fame, Its memory inspires ithe

striving oobly to follow the example of
thelr glorlous ancestors.

Perhaps In a few days the Turks wil
swarm over what was once the pass of
Thermopylae, It led from Thessaly, wlers
the two armles are now fighting, lnto
Looris. It lay between Mount Oeta and
an innccessible morass forming the edge
of the Malle Gulf. At one end of the pass
the mountain appronched so close to the
morass fs to leave room for only a single
ecurtinge to pass, -

I the year 480 B, €. Xerzes, King o
Persia, then raling the most extended em-
plre In tle world, gathered a great apmy
for the conquest of Greace. It has heen
estimatad at 1,000,000 men, but certainly
it was a vast horde. Xerxes marched
through Thrace and Macedonla nnd met
with no reeistance untll-he reached Ther-
mapy lne.

This the Spartan King, Leonldas, had
pecupled. with 7000 men. For two days
they beat bick the huge mn#ses of Per-
slams who assalled the pass, but whoste
overnumbers proved  an  lmpediment to
thelr suceess. Hven the so-called Tmmor-
tals af the Persian nrmy were routed,
and Xerxyes, whi was watching the battle,
lenped thrice from bls throme ln his rage.

At lsst by the tregeliery of a Mallan
named Eplinltes, & body of Persinn
troaps was ied by n secret path over the

imonntalns to the rear of the Greeks, Thus |
they were threatened by overwhelming |
nnmhbers bafore and behind., Leonidss dls-
missed all hils army except his hndygunrﬂl
of 800 Spartane and & body of Thesplans

With these be advaneced Into the plain, anid

afier kllllng unnumbered Persians the
little band was completely degtroyed. To-

day the pass of Thermiopylae has batome
a broad plain through the deposlt of allu-

vial matter, and ls no longer a naturnl
slte for defence,

Serxes oocupled Atbens and plliaged the
Acropolls, as the Turks were destined fo
do moany centuries later, but he suffered
a great naval defeat at Salamis, where 200
of his sllps were sunk.

Thls vietory was due to the shrewdness
of Themistocles. He was Archon Hpony-

In offlce Induoced thé Athenians to spetd
the product of the silver mines of Lai-
rlum In building ships, Instead of dlstribut-
jng it among the cltlyens. His object wus
to draw the Athenjans to the dea, as he
was eonvineed  that It was ouly by thelr
flect that they econld repel the Persians
and  abtaln supremacy In Greece. It Is
fore worth wille to remember that a large
(oot ond n daring naval commander would
probahily elipnge the result In the present
unequal struggle betveen! Groece and T
kew.

Upot: 'the mvaslon by Xetxes, Themis-
tooles wne appointed to the command of
the Athenian fleet.  When the Feralans
worg drawing near the Athenlans, by the
advlee of Themistocles, deserted the elty,
anil removed their women and children and
tuffens  persons (to: Sslamis, Aegina sod
Troeron. But as soon ns the Persians took
posiesslon of Athens the TPeloponnesions
were nnxlons to retire to the Isthmus of
Welnth, Themiitosles besought tham to
sty and fight the Persluns at Salamnfs

ryblades, to do so.

When the fleet of Xerxes appeawed the
Peloponnesians were agnin anxlous to sali
away. Themistocles saw that he nould
only hold them by stratogem. He there
fore sent g fafthful slave to the Persian
commanders, Informing them that thw
Groeks Intonded to wake their ‘escape,
and that the Perslpng had hoew an oppor-
tunlty of coverlag’ thimselves with gloyy If
they would only ent off the retréat of the
Greeks,

The Perslans were delighted with the
iden, and In the nlght their flcet vecupled
the whole of the channel between Balamls
and the meininnd. The Greeks were thus
compelled to fight, and the great victory of
Salamis was won. This enused Xerxes to
retire, and eventunlly led to the disappear-
nnee of all Perslans from Greece.

Of the ships with which Themistocles de-
featod the Perslans the  trireme was an
fmportant (type. It may be contrastod
with the modern torpedo boat of the new
and large elass, which In dimensions gome-
what resemblea it.

" The trireme owed Ifs name to the fact
that it had three banks of rowers. War
ghips were propelled by oars, In order that
they might be Independent of the wind.
They also had salls, and were rigged In
a pecnlinr manoer. The mast wis low
and carvied & square snll ottached to a

vard. Tt was unshipped durimg a huttle

in its power of resistance to hostlle onset
and In the weight with which it fell when
Impelled against the enemy's lines. Tts
weaknegses were want of mobility, the im-
possibllity of colanging front In face of
the  enemy., and unsaoliability for close
band-to-band engdgement. The Romans, in
fighting Pyrrhus, King of Eplrug, who
used the phalanx, at flrst suffered badly
from 1t, but spon learned how to avold It,
to attack It when In disorder, and generally
to bother it

In defensive order or to attnck intrench-
ments, & tortolse or synaplsm was formed.
The men stood close together, each occupy-
Ing but one and a half féet sqnare, the
front rank covering thelr shields, the other
ranks nsing them to form a roof over the
hends of ail

This tortolse was so strong that archers
and gHogers could march over it to shoot
thelr missiles, and swagons roled over the
formdtion without Iharm' to the soldlers.
To repel an attaek the honlites kneeled on
the right knee and leaned the shield
agains{ the left knee, the edge on the
ground. This was a deyice of Chabrias, the
Athenian.

The phalangites were tought by Phllip
and Alexander to form a cirele for exactly
the same purpose that mpdern  Infantry
forms @ hollow sgonre, four or five ranks
deop, with row upon row of bayonets rls-
Ing one above the other.  That purpose is
to tesist a charge. The nnclent formation
was no donbt very effective, but the mod-
ern soldiers have nn advantage In weapons
move easily handled than the elghteen-foot
sarleane,

The catapult was the heavy slege gun of
the anclents. It was a specles of huge
bow, mounted on a platform, and the pro-
pelling foree wus nsually o twisted cord or
gut upplled to the arms of the how, Some-
times women's halr was osed. The bow-
strlng was tightened by a windlass and re-
leased by a spriog.

The ecatapult shot huge lron-pointed ar-
rows or plkes welghlng from ten 1o three
bundred pounds. It was capable of carry-
ing mearly half a mile, and was aceurate
vp to five hundred paces. Some were ar-
ranged so as to burl 4 flight of leaden bul-
leis. -

Ancther plece of artillpry, kiown. ag the

falarlea, discharged a Olght of aTrrows.
This mey be compared to the Maxim
gun, In the falarica the impelling force
wias o huge plink. of very supple wood.
The arrows  Wwere
paced In round lioles
in a very thick, un-
rlght board. The
oltstle.  plank | was

driwn backward to
the ground with ropoes
and pulleys, and sud-
denly freed, =o that
it struek-the buits of
the arrows with Its
flar surfnce nond dis-
charged them. They
were very dendly and
widespread 1n  their
eflects, nlthough they
conld not be diréeted

How the Greeks Fought the Turks
According to the Up-to-Date
Science of Land and
Naval Warfare.
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A\ MODERN
Dynamite Gun -

with mugh HCCUrLCY,

Ingenlons as this
muachiné 8, It must

be admitted that It
makes a poor showling
in eomparisen with o
Maxim  gun, which
discharges 600 shots
a minute andg ls capa-
ble- of killing every
one it strikes within
n range of five miles.

The balllath was
the mortar of the an-
clents, It threw

stoneg of Afty pounds
and more for a distance of half a mile.

The ballista consisted of a stout beam
or arm of wood, whose ome end bore a
spoon or bowl, In' which ~was held the
stone, while the other end was secured In
a twisteq cord or gut, mopnted In a tim-
ber frame. Belng brouglht backward
agninst the twist fo a nearly horlzental
position by a windlnss, and the stone or
other projectile placed In the spoon ¢r
bowl, the arm was snddenly released and
flew upward with great power. Its motlon
was suddenly arrested by ‘an upper trans-
verse beam, or by eords fastened to the
trame work. The projectile left the spoon
at this point and could be directed with
econsiderable ac¢uracy.

Red hot balls and fre-pots were nalso
hurled by the ballista. and sometimes In-
feetud corpses were thrown Into a elty 1o

Greeks of to-dny, and If. Nke Leontdas and | nnd only n smail maet stepped I jts place, spretd dlsense.

his Spartabs, they are falling, they fre _vet]

“A Towere o (uassica Times =

“THE MURDEROUS ARRow

(A'TAPULT
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The whole eomplemuent of an Athenian
trireme was 210 persons—170 oarsmen, fif- |
teen to twenty sallors and ten to twelve
marines, besldea the officers. The length
has been estimated at 115 feet, breadih
1614 feet, helght above water 10 feet, and
draught 8 feet.

The trireme carrled movable turrets oo
the wupper deck, sometimes as many &s
elght, and of severa! storles. ¥rom these
missiles could be showered on the enemy.
The fighting men, with their shlelds, added
to the armor of the ship.

The fore part of the wvessel wis con-
stricted largely with regnrd to the use of
the rain, bLeing very strong. Hams wepe
usually of Lronze, but sometles of iron.
The prineipal ram of a (rireme welghed
some 170 pounds. It ususlly had three
prongs, and often sloped downward, The
great object of nnvel tuctles was to ram
the enemy. A trireme driven by oars had
no difficnlly in cutting an enemy In two
if It struck amidships. To smash the rud-
der by ramming was another way of put-
ting an adversary out of the fight.

The back bone of 4 Greek army was the
phalanx, consisting of hoplites or heavy
infantry, the substantial cltizens In every
sense of the state. The phalanx differed
considerably In formution In different
times,

The most famous phalanx was that of
Phllp of Macedon, It was at first eight,
afterwurd twelve to sixteen deep. In the
elght rank formsitlon the lances, or sar-
lssae, belng elghteen feet long, thode of
all ranks could be presented to the enemy.
They were graspéd with the rlght hand at
the butt and with the left four feet from
the butt end. Hence the lances of the
first rank projected fourteen feet, while
the spearheads of the inst rank were level
with or just in front of the men In the
front rank.

In the deeper formation, and after the
reduction of the length of the sarlsed to
fourtesn feet, only the fitat PANKS pre-

scnted thelr wenpons to the front. The

4t held them slinting gver the hinds of
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