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Extraordinary Project to Dam Up the Strait of Belle Isle, and %
Thus to Divert the Arctic Cutrent, Which Gives New
England Raw Winds and Cold Winters.

soggostec by Mr. F. 8. Hammond, of Boston, a gentleman with maritime and engineering exporlence. The results he
Rims al are stupendous, yet he suys they cin be attalned at comparatively slight expense, and that the direct benefits
secure] would more than pay the whole expense in less than a year. By a single englneerinz constyruction, which, he says,
sbould be bullt by the Unlted States, Canndu snd Great Britalo, acting together, Mr. Hammond proposes:

IMfrst—To destroy the dreaded “‘east winds' of Boston.

Semud—To change the climate of the New England States to that of New Jerser and Now York.

Third—To give the maritime provioees of Cipada & mild and genial cllmate.

Sourth—To make Labrador habitable.

Fifth—To reduce the transatlantlc voyage to three and one-half dnys.

Blxih—to keep Canadian ports open all the year round.

No such stupendons results as these have ever been achleved by any one engineering work. Yet, according to Mr, F. 8
Hammond, all that Is needed to secure them ls an embankiment no longer than nine mlles and with & depth of less than
two hundred feet. .This embankinest, eays Mr. Hammond In a letter to the Journal, should be bullt across the Stralt
of Belle Isie, which separates Labrador from Newfoundland. Such an obstruetlon would completely close the Stralt of
Belle Isle to navigation, réndering it Impnssable, Yet thls would be no hardship, as It 15 now but little used, und
the climute there Is #o0 Inclemett and the commerce 50 meagre that there are no towns or villages of lmportance
fhclng thcse waters,

On the other hand,

O.\'E of the most glgantle undertakings In altering the cllmate of a great lengih of seaccnst Is that which Ia serlously

figurntion of the °
Isinnd . of New-
foundiand appears

the change which wounld be wrought by blocking up the Btralt of Belle Isle at its
parrowest part—that Is, between Polnt Amour Light, on the Labrador shore, and West Polnt, on the New-
foundiand shore—wonld he very great. A glance at the map will show that the Strait of Belle Isle Is

& nafrow passage of water emptying from the north into the Gulf of 8t. Lawrence.

It s long been kdown that this strait bas exercised an evil Influence on the
ellmate of the Gulf of 8t. Lawrence, pourlng Into the Gulf the Iy waters of the
Aretic an¢ affecting the whale of the Labrador and Newfoundland shores. Recert
explriments mode for the Marine Department of the Domilnlon Government show
that the current In the Strait of Belle Isle Is fundamentally tidal, running about two
knols in elfther directlon. Frequently, however, lcebergs, stranding nt the entranece
of the Biralt of Belle Isle, have partlally blocked the chadnel. In the lceberg season
thers I8 genuerally a large collection of bergs about the northern entrnnce to the Strait
of Lgile Isle, but note except the very smallest hins ever been able to pass through
the sirait. The repson for this Is that the strolt la comparatively shallow, Its average
depth In the narrowest part beilng less than ene hundred feet.

Mr, Hommoud has polnted out that the cold Aictic current, which comes from the
pular reglons through Baffin's Bay and Davis Strait, and which carries all the large lee-
bergs Into the Atlantic Ocean, empties much of Its water throngh the Stralt of Belle
Isie into the Gulf of 8t. Lawrence. This huge Arctle current, which comes dlreet from
the polar reglons; Is the northern counterpart of the Gulf Stream, but Instead of belng =
temperato it Is ley ecold.

Wherever the cold, ey currents from the north enter the ocenns of the world, there
fugs and mists are created, the alr fs always chilly, and elfmatic conditions are crented
that are extremely Inforlous to health. The reason for the almost perpetunl fogs to be
fotind on the Danks of Newfoundiand I8 that It (: at this polnt that the ley éurrent
from' the north meeta the warm waters of the Atlantle Qcenn. The reason fogs mnra to
b found In the Gulf of St. Lawrence {8 that the loy current from the north s ecarried
lnto the Gulf through the Strait of Belle Isle, bark of the island of Newfoundiand. All ot
this, says Mr, Hammond, wonld be changed by tte buliding of the embankment neross the
Btralt of Relle Isle at Its narrowest part.

But much more Interesting Is the change wlich he sitys such a edustructlon would
effvwet [0 the climate of the New Engiand States. As Is well known, Boston's elimnte
I8 peeullar becnuse of the east winds blowing off the ocetin that are singularly
penetrativg and chilling. The reason for this Is that Boston recelves
purt of the ley northern current that comes from Davis Stralt
through the Stralt of Belle Isle, but which never reachas New
¥ork, a= It Is divertéd Into the ocean by the point of Cape Cod
and dlsyppenrs about Nantucket. It Is this ley nerthern cur-

Tont, snye Mr. Hammond, which gives the whole of itz cfl-
nuitle yeculisrity to the New England States. The amaz-
fig colinesa of the water at Bar Harbor, where sen
Bathing Is Impossible during the hottest days In Sum-
mer, Is ane resuit of the current flowing through
the Stralt of Belle Isle.

Andbther result pofnted out by Mr. Ham-
mond 18 the penetrating coldness of the
New FEungland Winter, ‘especially along
The sea coast. The whole of the prov-
saee of New Brunswick Is affeeted hy
thils morthern current. The porta éf
Eastern Cdanadn are rendered prae-

of Delle Isle Is: dammed,

returniog westward.

Newfoundland Is of such a shape
that Its northeastern sliore would
recelye the full force
of the current.

tioally helpless durlng six months of i) = Y'.F Cape Cod Is the dam which protects the

the Feur by Ice forming in the i R == v Vo=t Mliddle States from the northern fey cur-
BarBors; and this, =nrs gt d /CAPE  CoDYY, b BT ,’,”; M N rent, and now Mr. Hammond pronoses to
Mr. Hammand, - - ) . P ,{,’,f;- -, i bulld another dami In the Btralt of Belle

' {5 LA Isle, thereby glving to the Intervening re-

glons the same climate that New York and
New Jersey now enjoy.

With a ellinate such as that of New York
or New Jersey. the maritlme provincesa of
Chnadn wounld wliness an enormous devel-
opment, With harbors free from lce and
apen all the year round the Canadinn sea-
board citles would, It Is belleved, recelve
o great stimulus: The ¢lmate belog changefl
heavy snows would disappenr from Que-
hee, Labrador and Newfoundiand.

It 18 at this polnt that Mr. Hammond
points .out one of the most remnrkable re-
/ gulta to be achieved by bhullding & vinduet
. across the Stroit of Belle Isle.. If the vin-

duet -were lbig enough, he says. rallroad

fs the resnlt of the enrrent This would

to show very clearly that once the Stralt
the ey eur-
rents would be permanently emptled
into the Atlantle off the banks swithout
The whole north-
ern current would then be discharged Inte the oceun,
insteadl of part of It, ns Is now the case, finding its way
down along the seabonrd through the Strait of Belle Isle.

down through the Strait of Belle Isle,
while Prince Edward Island, Labrador and
the whale of Newfoundiand are almost
Erozén up by the same cause,

A

flowing

Pam up the Stroit of Belle Isle, says
Mr. Hammond, and you at once change
the cilmate of all these vast reglons by to-
moving the cause of their coldness. The
| waters which flow through the strait Into

the Gull of 8t Lowrenee new cling close
to  the coast southward untll they are
shunted into the Atlantle by Cepe Cod,
which alone geemsa to protect New York
from thsir evll Influence.

traoins eculd ron across Ik
make Bf, John's, Newfoundland, the anstern
teymipus for the North American rallronds,

8t. John'g Is the polat whleh the Atlan-
tic llners possg a 1lttle to the eastward two
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or three days nfter leaving New York.
These days of sea travel, says Mr, Ham-
monl; eould be saved by dispatching the
ships from S{. John's, the passengers going
thets across the Btralt of Belle Isle em-
bankment In rallrond trains from New
York. !

Mr. Hammond says the benefits acerulhg
from this great work would be equally dl-
vided bLetween the United Btates, Canadn
unid England. The American and the Brit-
Ish governments should, he says, under-
tike the work, and Its cast wonld he com-
paratively ellght. The wladuct would need
to be not over ten miles long, and less
than 200 feet deep. Its foundatlon could
b bulit by dumping in the channel of the
stralt rocks from the surroufiding shores,
and then hullding solld masonry on top.

The work, says Mr. Hammond, could be
finlebed within one year at a cost of about
§0,000,000. The henefit to the real estate
of New FEngland and Canadas would, It s

clalmed, make this pum look Insignificant.
and Great Britaln would derive valunbie
resuits in a guicker tromsatlantic passage
and Increased commerce.

(Phe Annual Opening of the Ice (ream Soda Season at Smith (ollege---One Enterprising

Confectioner {tas Given Out 1,000 Seda (Pickets as a Starter for [rade.

RS

THE GLORY OF
oMITH COLLEGE

Learning? Oh, No. IE's lce
Cream Soda Day and
the  Opening  of
the  Season.

THE falr students of Smith. College
have earned a reputntlon Tor o re-
fined and discriminnting taste in lce
crenm  beyood that of any other com-
munity In the United States,

The profundity and range of thelr scho-
Ingtle studiea are only egualled by thelr
knowledge of the ways in which the eream
of the cow and the julee of frult may be
componnded under the Influence of a very
low temperature. It Is contended by some
learned persons that there Is a direct con®
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naction between an easy famillnrity with
the differentinl caloulns and an appreciation
of the fihest varleties of lce eream., The
conpolsadur whose young lifs has been
passed behlnd the dry gooda ocounter can
never hepe to acquire the same dlserim-
inating tasfe ns the gradunte of n college
for the Jilgher eduention of women.

It is a delight to the aeathetiec senses to
wateh the Smith College girl occupied In
the pbsorption of Ice créam, It ls a
libernl: education to be permitied to ac-
company lier In the exercise, The under-
gradnares of Harvard and Yale who have
had thelr experience know thar there Is a
branch of learning In which their own

TINKERING THE EARTH TOMAKE A NEW CLIVATE

professors are powerless to Instroét them.

Bo high 1s the standard of taste In Ice
cream und soda water get by the Smith
College girls that the town of Northampton,
Mass., Llds fale to become a centre of na-
tional fame for thesa dellghts., Here you
may obtain jee cream wsulted to every sen-
gon, to every varlety of temperature, to
every state of mind or body., The guid-
ance of a student Is, of course, of Ines-
timalle value. With her asglstance yon
#re sure to obtnin refreshment beautifully
adjusted to your needs,

Kingsley's 1s the great centra for the
diffusion of lce cream and soda water In
Northampton. Ilers you may study the
Smith College girl In the sphere In wlich
she ls supreme. Porhaps It 1s no longer
fiecessiry to reming the ‘world thiat the
college glir! Is not lean or spectacled, Bhe
Is a more robust person thnn the average
of womankind, ber physieal yvigor only ren-
dered. more attractlve by the grioves of n-
telleot and refinoment, She s not devoted
alone to ghstruse learning, but everything
she nndertakes she does thorpughly and
soientifienlly, Thus it Is that she achieves
grontness as noconnolsseur of lce cream,

The apprecintive vender of lee cream and
poda water, who incidentally  keeps plils
and other remeilles, has just glven. 1,000
sodn tickets to bie sold at ten cents ench In
nld of the Btudents', DBullding, which ‘Is
to be erected.
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