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é HIS is the spory of & Wo
< I man  who has whited
% through many chaoging

seasotis for the recurn of A husband

} mysterionsly nbsent and silent a3 to

\offeted her eake and comfort.

‘tired and worn.

his whereabouts mnd fortupes. She
worked as few women have had to work
to pupport Derself and childrem. She wag
fairhful to Him, and the passing years ild
fiot make her flckls, nor did the necessity)
of toll open her hedrt to the wooers who
: Loyal as
the Indies of fctlon, miore loyal even than
gome of thois, she lived and laborsd ajone
woith her children, Now she Is old and
Her husband his come
Back to Ber with money to insure her pros-
perity and test in her declining years. Xo
more toll, many a comfort, mapy A Inxury
even, ‘Be offers sa a tardy roparation ‘for
a1l that she has suffered. Has she aceepl-
ed tham? How has she recelved lim?
That !s the story.
“Dnless n woman Is terrible lovlp’,” =ays
Mrs. Crosby, of Highland Falls, N. Y. %1
think sho'd let him take hls turn at won-

_ derio ‘and waitin'."

Tt wns one May morning In 1875 that
Iames Crosby. of Highland Falls, N. Y.,
Kisaid his wife and disappesred.

ST¢ wad a way he had, kissin® me when-
ever ha wag goly' snrwheres,’’ reminisces
Mrs. Orosby with a Whiter-apple rosiness
tn. her cheeks and a finsty little sparkle
s her eyes; ‘“The buby had been allln',
an’ he says to me; ‘fr), If the hoy gets
any worse you'l ®end me word, wont
you? For he worked down In New York

in the Custom House an' diin‘t get bome

but once or twice p wesk. An' from' that
duy tll} last Saturday morniog T never lald

exks on him sgain or heard & word from |

Bim,"™

it the ninateen years were lacking in
informntion eoncerning the absent Mm
Crosbyy. thers wgere other things "o Al
them. [oor children were fo be fed,
clothed and housed. That kept Mrs. Cros-
by pretiy busy, Gowslps were to be fueed

‘mnflinchingly, ‘and that tobk up a good

denl ‘of time.  After & while woours were

“to be dlscouraged. She had ‘been a country

Ay

‘Welle fu. the diys before the dashing James

Orosby Bid won ber  She was 4 pretty
- womfh, slender, wirs aml alert, with big,

- husband ‘or cpnld soften for th

¢lour, gray eyes that could suap at scan-
dnl-mongére. who bade hor  distrust her
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is told the
&  TRAGEDY OF

TWO SO ULS—
two chapters from real

A young and beau-
tiful woman student “done
to death” in a Russian prison
because curiosify and a desire to

learn prompted her to read Nihi-

fistic literature; and 2 woman who was
courted, married and deserted, and now,
ninetéen years after, her husband having
come back rich, she refuses to recognize him,
and insists upon the remarkable condition that she

<hall be courted all over again.

—anid some &f them wished tn- be helped.

“You seey” says Mrs, (frosby, Impirtislly,
“It wasn't that they were so keen after
me for myseif. But they could see I was
np. shirk. T dido't pick- an’ choose my
work. I didn't whine an' try to -live on
my relatives or on Pa nnd Mo Crosby out
West. I just turned to and did whatever
came, It wis mostly hard work, too. I
took In washin' an’ T went out washin', 1
scrubbed un® I eooked. Poeople used to
wonder how I could do If, for I naver was
A blg waman., BRat e little onés often
has strength an’ grit beyoud the others,
an' anyway the children bad to be ralsed.
An' as for marryin’® again—well, If Jim
Crasby. that had lved with me & gcore o
years an’ never a harsh word between us, |
eould leave nie for ao reason, I dida’t want
to try any one eolse, An' Il he waso't to
blame—If it had been that he couldn’t
heip himself—I wasn’t goln’ to -marry
agaln."” L

80 sbie sernhbed and she rubbed energotl-
eully untll by and by the men who wanted
to Help ler and the men who wanted her
to  help them grew diseouraged. . They
dwindled fn number and thelr amdor dieq
dowzn, It was difffeult to be gentimentnl
with a keen-eyed Wttle woman who sald,
ghove the yuds and steam of & tub:

“If I'm Jim Crosby's widow, I don't
wirit to marry again. And Iff T alnt a
widew, I/ can't marry agaln, So that's all
about i."

By and by the children were all safely
ralsedt. They were good, wholesomeimind-
ed yorng persons.

“They had a mighty queer father," says
their morher; & little bitteriy, now thaf she
knows, “but they were the best children
o owomnn ever bind. [ They: were good look-
Ing, tog, Bar Jim—Jim wias a bandsotwe
man himselt."

As they grew up they worked [for the
mother who hid slaved for them, and for
& while It sestned as I8 Mra Crosby might
enjoy n well-earned rest. But oué by one
they died, unfll ouly the oldest son e
maloed. Owne gitl fuded awny o consump-
tlon, one dled uvader the surgoon’s knife,
.and then groy enme swiftly into Mrs.
Crosby's ) brown halr and’ the, lines into
her' proud, patlesg face,. Then the boy
who had besn the “dliln® ™ baby when
Jdanies Croshy weit away, dled miserably,

watgkd by the falllng coals In' a shed

whete he was working to help bls mother.
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one ‘of thnne
tragedles that

-
&Q ire made possible
>~ by the seprer and
~ lnnermost machinery
Q of  Russian Gavern-

5' ment 'hag just been re-

venlad.
A young, Innocent, bean-
tiful and wellborg girl has
been done to death in prison
nnder clrecumstances of the foul.
est brotalify. The man threngh

\ = whom the erims ¢ame to pubille
N gﬂj knowledge has gone to Siberls, and
"QQ that [s all the attentlon Russinn jus-
"y tite pays to the mditer,

~§’ The vietim was Marle Wietrows, a
& student of pedagogies, aged twenty-twe
o yenrs, and theé daughter of & Counelllor of
éi State, lving In St Petersburg, He is a

AL man of wenlth and edueation.

His datighter was n glrl of nncommon lpe
talligénce. It was her aosire for Informa-
tlon eoncerning gll gorts of things that
led to her pltlshle death. Russians have
had Innumerable lessons that lgnorance is
the only sufe conditipn for a private per-
son. Mt they do not seéem to bave learned
It thoroughiy.

In the first week of February Marle was
#rlzed without warning or explanation, hy
ordar of the chlef of pollce. She was re-
turpning from college with a party of other
students, when a detachment of mounted
""Mlues"—as the prison guards are called—
appenrpd. They eslled a cab and ordered
her ln. For 2 moment slie protested, and
one of them dismounted, picked her np and
threw her into the carrlage. She was then
drivon to the faftress-cathedrnl of Bt.
Peter and 8t. Papl. This bullding conslsty
of 8 fortress to which political prisopers
are committed, sod a onthedml used as a
mnusoleum hy members of the Imperial
family, and oceuples one of the larger isl-
‘andg 18 the Neva,

The news of fhe nrrest teacheq the girl's
parents only through the other students.
M. Wietrowa used every Influence in his
power to secure & speedy hearing for his
doughter, bhut the only fivor he ebtalned
wase permlsslon to wislt her for five minntes
every week under the closest supervision.

The charge agalngt Marla Wistrowa wans
that she had In her possession numerous
spechmens  of Nibilistle literntnre. This
charge conld not be denled. The girl Lind
been engaged In a study of this Htefature:
At the rime of her arrest sbe had with her
some- Nihillst pomphlets.

Bit M, Wietrowa décinred be eonld prove
that Yis daughter bad obtalned the bpoks
nnd pamphlets merely out of curlosity.
Bhe had no assnctation or even sympathy
with the suthors. She was a girl of very
wide reading, especially In political sclence,
but Hnd no associatlon with any polltical
foovement. Ehe was merely preparing for
her profesaion as a teacher.

d RUSSIAN OFFICIAL CRIME.

Young, Beautiful and Innocent Mari¢ Wietrowa Dies {erribly.

Tn deference to these stAtenients the
Chief of Pollee had Marie remoyved to that
part of the prison where suspects only are
confined. There they .are forbldden to
spésk to or communicate with &ny person
or to engnge counsel. They are kapt In
cells: on gmall rations and await In ignor-
ance the decision whinh will send them to
Bcohluesselburg, the Husslan bastile, or to

Blberla.
On the first three Thursdays in February
M. Wietrowa was allowed to gee hls daugh-

ter. On these oceasions two Blues with
loanded  rifles stocd besids her, and the
father was similarly = guarded. Had

he attempted to nsk any guestlons concern-
Ing the charges sgalnst her he would lmiie-
diately Liave been led out

When Wietrown prescuted himself at the
prison gate on February 25 he was told
that his dnughter was 11l and that he could
not see hor. On Thurarday, Muareh 4, saud on
March 11 he recelved the same answer, He
was of course in a state of cruel anxisty.

Then a rumor sprend thay Marie Wie-
trowa had died in prison. Nothipg certain
conld be learned, but the vague tumor per-
gisted In the clty of allence and myatery.
Her father was told by the keeper every
fime he went to the gate of the prison that
No, 60,714—Marle's number—could nuot he
seen. Only that and nothing moré conld
he leatn at the prison. .

At last, In the beginning of April, Conn-
cillor Wietrowa was [nformed by the
daughter of one of the tax commissinners,
an officinl of the hirheat Importance, that
Muarle had dled oo February 24, The thle-
bBegrer had overheard this fact n a couver-
satlon bBerween her parents.

It was not, however, untll.a month after
this that the true and horrible story of the
denth of the poor girl cime to the ears of
the ‘hearthroken parents. To anderstand
how this tragedy could hnve bappened It is
necessary to know something of the system
and Alseipiine of the fortress of St. Pater
aud St. Puul

The prigon guards are selected with great
eare from the army, (On ebteritig the prigon
gervicd they are required. to thke the fol-
Iowing oath:

“In the pame of the Father, Son and
Holy Ghost.

Ml —  Eendarme o the Czar's
body service, hereby swear to act solely
under the orders of my superiors and to
follow thelr commands lmplicitly in the
trantment of prisoners or In the performs
ance of exeputions, Nelther rellglom, riee,
age nor sex shill ever defer me froni my
dutles. In the performands of thée suld
sacred dotles ' I shall conslder nelther
father, mother, wife, slster, hrother, ehlld
not any other relative. T will mrrest, bring
ta justlce and execute any or all of them,
when commanded to do o, and will give
Informntion If 1 know that they arg con-

gpiting aganinst the life of Hig Majosty the

Czar.

“I gwear fhat I will follow the Instrue-
tione given me regarding the detsctlon of
plots against His Majesty the Ozar, even
though they be entered Into by my su-
perior officers or comrades.

e

“] swear that whatever I dp or see 'n
thls fortresa I will roveal to po person,
not even to a4 priest; on pain of banish-
ment,'" ete.,” ete.

Obvlously the quotad,

Inst,  paragraph

binding the guard not fo-revénl atiything’

he may do° or gee In the fortross, serves
to eonceal any atrocity that may be com.
mitted.

A rule of the prison provides that no
guard sha)] speak to any priséner extapt
under ordters, THls dpplles even to the
chiief of fhe Troubetskol bastipn, thuot part
of the fortress where suspects llke Marie
are kept. "

s it 18 that there s establishied in the
heirt of the Russinn capital & fortreas-
prigon to which any. person in the empire
miay he taken nt any moment and whose
fate theredfter ngay be merely a blank.

In the case of Marie Wiettowa the facts
by an axception did become known. The
shocklng story Wwas penellled on the lloing
of the corset of another o, Muarle's
feltow prisofier- ‘This was sent home (o
her family with other artleles of clothing
after the girl had been sent to Schluesecl-
burg.

4Dp the evening of Febrnary 22, said
this retord, “a frlend of our ecause vislted
me in my cell. He {8 an officer of the
guards, and left the door half open, 80
that he would appear to be making one of
the usual visits of ngpection if Interripted,
We heard somebody @ enter Marie W ie-
trown's ¢ell test deor, this peraon using
the same precaution ns my friend. The
volee of A mhn spoke first entreatingly,
then harsily to the ghl. No doubt He was
making love to her and, being repulsed,
useldl thrests. We heard stifled orles for
dakfstanee and the nolse of @ etrugele. My
telendt ran out and closed the dpor behind
bitg, Helotended to run down the corridor
and return, os If by pocident, aud thus to
save ber,

“YWhen my door closed Toeould of emrie
henr nothing further, hot 8 week luter my
frlend came back aund told ‘me what had

ened.
M'?rr:ﬁe of the. lleutennofs of the Blues,
artracfed By Marle's beauty, had gone to
her epll on an ostensible visit of inspection
and made ingulting proposals ta her.. When
she told him to go he uged vlolencs,

My friend was unable to Earry out his
plan because on reaching the end of the
eorridor e met o superior oftieer, who-
ordered him to another part of the
bullding. '

¢After the leutenant left Marie a
fapped for the gnards.  She told "?
them what had happened. They
fenit oy the physician, who

¥
give her some soothing mlx- _
ture.

“Next day Marle was ‘9
terribly sick’ and de- <
spairing. Her Tequest 0@
to see - the com- ,
mander of the fort- é.,
resa was denled. $@

In the evening
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but ta do without them alone, I doulda’t
forglve -him."*

Since that tragic day, three years ago,
whes they ran-to tell her that her little
boy wus dend., the tenor of her life has
bern even enough, untll May day. Her
oldest gon, n prosperous cofchman at West
Folot, hes helped Nberdlly to sopport her,
Hir old energy has not desertad Her and
bir old sfrength Is nof entitely gome. She
has relntlves, wha delighf in her visits. for
ber pride In her fame as a worker makes
her a most active giest, ahd tired house-
wives even remotely related to tireless
“Aniolin Crosby' vie with one another for
ber presenca In their honseholds, Sha' was
visiting her niece, Mrs. George Terhugh,
when some one pukhed bréathlessly from
the village on the first of ‘Mdy, to gasp:
“Jim Crosby’s bock!”

"Ome paper said I fainted," Baye Mrs
Crosby, scornfully.  “Faint, Indestt! T
don't coma: of fainila' stoek, They told
me Jim Crosby wonted to see me. ‘Well,
be's Been a long fline comin' to,that con-
clusion,' sald T, "an’ 1f he's so mighty
anixions to gee me, 1 guess he can come an'
find me” I was baogin’ ont goms qullts
an’ blanketg when the news came, an’' T
Just kepton. The weather's been dreadfnl
uncertaln this Spring an® you musi taks
the sun when you ean gét It If you cal-
culate to get your Winter beddin’ dried
an' away hefors Sumnier., T badn't any
time, to be worryln’ about Jim Croshy.'

“By an' by, she goes on, the eolor ris-
Ing, girtishly tito her cheeks, “he ¢tme,
pretendin’ he pame to ges Jenity, my nlece,
here.  An' I never let on I knew himy, But
T.did. He aint changed 4 mite. He don't
look Bearcaly a day plder. He n!wuﬁ wns
a handsome minn, Jim was, An' | Just

went, an, passin’ In | an'  omt, ' Alin’
a pull  from the blg raln  burrel
that sets by the Ekitchen . ‘door
‘an’ feelln’ of the things on the

lne to see If they were dry.

An' by an’ by he @siys: 1

don't belleva she remembers -3
me; Jenny.” 1 was passin’ him éa
thren, an® I Just ralsed my eyes

th- hls, kind "0 sdssy, 0 %y
went  on.  An'  be says:
“'Bhe's Just the same  old:
Amelin, Jen But I N
neyver safd a word.'” ol

-t N

* this Spring under the Lok~

AN ENOGB ARDEN STORY WITH @ VERY MODERN END

relntes this, 1 ;
“An' when he asked me If 1 woulda't
try him agaln' sn’ come an” koeep housa
for him, T just told him what 1 thought,
of him., Au T sald I wouldn't—thnt 1
didn’t want to have anything to do with
him—lenstways that I sarely wouldn't
without my son approved of I, an® even
thnu—'not unless T felt just Hike i1
Whereupon Mrs. Crosby mnoda her t_:eall
smphitleally. But there Isa little ditiple
at the corner af her mouth that augurs
got altogether unfavorably for the
chances of Jim Crosby It he will
eink thea returned lord and mastev
in the humble suitor. And there
{s more than & slight chance o
that the most unique woolng
on tecord will be enacted X

: px oy the Ter- $
soming trees ~

buglhy (place betwsen a . o
big, gray-haired man &
bq

of sixty and & bird-
like, bright little
woman of fifty- ;
five. ‘The result .
Is awalted

with Inter-
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she threw herself on flie kerosene lamp, al-
lowed her as & special fayor, and was ter-
ribly burmed.

“She ed nexe dary, and her father om
making Bis uanal st on Thuréday was
told thar she was {11."

The hods, necording to prison regulations,
wok  burled Im the grounds around the
fortrézs 1o an anmirked grave.

Suech o fiate has overtaken otlier suspecta,
The allegad Nitllist, Luémills Terantjema,
1% snld to have Algd ln a slmllar way three
months ggp.

The sindents are In a state of the wild-
est exeltement, amd will probably moke a
violent demionstration on the 1218t annl-
versnry of the murder of the Princess
Tarpkanova, Impridoned I the ssime forf-
ress of St Peter und & Piaul, to appeasa
the unfonnded jenlowsy of Cathering IL,
and allowed to drowt lo her cell by the ris-
ing waters of the Nevae,

Thestudentsnremaddened by the mur:
der of* Marie Wjistrows, not only b ~d
caune she was o stydent Herself but &

Becanse aof the offence for whlch she

EY
wes selzed.  In noclfllized com-
of highly intellectunl peaple It o

gsems  fneonovivakle that At 6?'

any boek. The Russlan é /
Government mikes It not' =

Nikiffst. but a erimle &

to know that such a s‘

Billsm Is ndg a

a-"‘ﬂt_l".lle of -

muzder, as

many be- s.

munity contuining a great ciass =4
ghiould be a erime to read
2 O
only n erime 10 be & &
thing exists, Nl Q
whalesale .
&
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