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IN THE “TRUDERLOIY,

The Second of a Series of Sketehes of

P = 1T waitors were very wise. Every man of them had
worked at least three years In a Tenderloin restan-
rant, and this must be egual to seven centuries and

en added two decddes in Astorin. HEven the man who

opened oysters wore #n air of accnmulated Information.

Here the science of life was perfectly understood by all.

At 10 o'clock the place was peopled only by walters and
the men behind the lang bar. The jnhnmerable tables
ropresented a vast white field, and the glaring electric
lamps Were not obstrueted in their mission of shedding
« furious orange radlance upon the cloths. An alr of steh
peace ‘and’ sllence reigned that emo might have heard the
ticking of a elock. It was<as quiet as a New Englend
gltting room.

Ag 11 o'clock passed, howewver, and flme marched to-
‘ward 12, the place was suddenly Alled with peaple. The
| process WS hardly to bhe recognized. One surveysd at
sne moment & Lare expanse of tables with groups of whis-
pering walters and at the 'next It was crowded with men
‘and women attired morgecusly and plaialy and splen-
Jldly and correotly, (The electule glare sweptiover a reglon
of expensive bonnets, FEreguently the tall pride of a top
hat—a vedll top hat—eould pe seen on UE way down thg
long hall, gnd the envious saild with Eneers that the the-
gtrieal buklness was bpoming this year.

Without, the cable cars moyved  selemnly toward the
mysteries of Farlem, and bofore the glowing and fas-
ginating refrigerators ms;ﬂaycd' at the front of the restau-
st a group of cabmen engnged in their singular diplo-
NACY. -

If there ever has heen In a New York cafe an impulse
trom (he really Bohemian rellglon of fraternity it has prob-
ghly been frozen to death. A universal ‘suspicion, &
hing of so austere f cast that we mistake it for a4 social
virtue, 1 the quallty that generally oppresses us, But the
nand of a bartender Is a supple weapon of congeniality.
In the small hours a man. may forgst the formulne
which prehlstoric fathers invented f0F him. TUsually so-
&ial form B practised by the stupid is not & law. It is
a vital sensation.. It is not temporary, emotional; it is
fixed and, very Ikely, the power that maltes the rain, the
sunshine, the wind, now recognlzes gocial form as an hin-
purtant element fn the eurlous fashioning of the world,
[t is as 80lid, as palpable as a fort, and | you regard any
landseape, you may see it in the foreground.

Therefore o cortaln Brocess which moves In this restau-
rant 1= very Instructive. It is a process which malkes
wn:taht'ly toward the obllteration of the form. It never
dangerously succeeds, but it is joyous and frank In its
attempt,
Bt A

R MAN In race-track clothing tirned in his chalr and
ﬁ addroseed & siranger at the next table. I beg your

‘% parden—will you tell me the time please?”

‘fhe RirRnger was in evening dress, very gorrect In-
desd. At the question; hie stajed at the man for o ino-
ment, pastiewlaly including his tie o this look of sud-
den and subtle contempt. After a sllence he drew forth
his watch, looked at it, and returned it to his pocket.
Alter gnpiher sllence: he drooped his eyes with peculiar
slgnificancy, puffad hig clgar and, of o sudden, remarked:
Why den't yon ook at the clock2”

Mhe pace-tvack man was a genlal soul. He promptly
but affably directed the kind gentleman to a place sup-
possd Lo be focated at the end of the Brooklyn trolley lines.

And yet at 420 s, m. the kind gentleman over-
heard the racetrack tman telling. his experi- |
ence ‘in London  in 1880, and as he had
experienced slmilar in bemuty, and -
g8 it wes 4330 a. m., and as he
had eompletely forgotien the
incident of the edrlier part
of the,evening; he sud-
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