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Test Case at the Jersey Centralin Which DetectivesAre Routed,
r~ I r- ! | n

Sharp Lngagemeni c.nas oy roliceDispersing Mr. Piatt's
Express Company's Men.

Justice Douglass, of Greenville, N. J.,
Takes a Prominent

Part.
A

PASSENGERS GRATEFUL FOR RELIEF

Hava Been Held Up Indiscriminately by the
Company's Orders When Carrying

Packages from the City
to Their Homes.

Tlie Journal won a sisnnl victory
for the New Jersey commuters yesterday.The guard of detectives In
the service of Tliomas C. Piatt's
United States Espress Company was

irolcen down. A test case was made,
nd it clean-cut defeat of the ExcessCompany's methods resulted,
t is hardly probable that any
ier hold-ups of commuters will
attempted by this corporation.
Jersey City police, who had

'" summoned by the exjires*
pany to assist in its war upon
commuters, were turned upon
guard of detectives who blocked
ournal reporter's way to the

:ii, it11 (I lielped to put tlie oblctioniststo rout. Last night
r quit the scene.

'had already been shown by the Journal
the action of the express company in

4ing up certain commuters with bundles
allowing others to enter the trains who

o carried packages was llagrant discrimltion,plainly forbidden by law. Not.thstandiugthis, several Jorseyites had
en stopped, and in each case different
asons given for the act.
Therefore a Journal reporter was inductedto follow the identical course of
rocedure which resulted in the lioldngup of Elmer Runyon, president of
he Elizabeth Nursery Company. lie did
t, and the detectives attempted to block
his way. They were completely frustrated
in the attempt, to the delight of a vast
throng who looked on with intense interest.
Yesterday afternoon the reporter, imitatingMr. Runyon, engaged little Joe Sheppardto carry three small packages over

to the Jersey Central depot and there deliverthem to him. The force of policemenand the detectives were in waiting.
One of the detectives, who had been followingthe messenger boy's footsteps for
days, went over on the same ferry with
him, the one leaving the slip at the foot of
Liberty street on this side of the river, at
4:30 o'clock.

P.vrreil by Defectives.
Upon the arrival of the ferryboat on the

Jersey City side, the reporter met MessengerBoy Joe Sheppard at the gate and
took the packages from him. The transferwas made in a closely packed throng.
and was unnoticed by any one except the
keen-eyed sleuth who had been on the
boy's trail. This detective followed closely,'and,as the reporter neared the entrance
to the Flalnfleld accommodation, with a

regularly purchased ticket and the bun-
dies in'his arms, the agent of the express
company pointed him out to three other
detectives.II itterbush, Large and Blackford.andcried to them to stop him.
The detectives promptly barred the way

to the entrance, as they had done in the
case of Mr. Runyon, and ordered the reporterto stop.
"You can't get on this train?" they declared!
"Why not?" was asked.
"Y'ou just can't, that's all," replied one

of the three men who blocked the passageway.Turning to Police-Sergeant Wade, who
was in charge of the squad of policemen,
the reporter called to him:
"Sergeant, here are three men blocking

my way to a train for which I have purChaseda ticket. I do not know them, and
they certainly have no right to delay or
detain me. Will you kindly have them dispersed?"
By this time a large crowd had begun to

gather, anrl the sergeant, ignoring the apEealthat had been made to him, devoted
is entire atention to pushing back bystanders.The demand was repeated to the

officer, but he still worked with the crowd
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At this point .Justice Douglass got behind
the reporter and joined in a rush which the
crowd also took a hand in. The railroad detectiveswere pushed back to the open
gates.
Chieij John K. I^arge, of the Jersey Cenf-voloolloo onrno to tho nifl of hl« lllfin.

Railroad men hutrled to the assistance of
the detectives. For a moment or two the resultwas in doubt.

The Justice Commands.
Justice Douglass himself caught hold of

Detective Blackford and hurled him to one

side. The detectives, however, quickly
slosed up their ranks. They were by this
time almost nonplussed at the turn affairs
had taken.
Justice Douglass had become incensed at

the failure of the police sergeant to act
upon his advice. Turning to one of the
policemen whom he recognized, the Justice
commanded:
"McGulre, move those men and let this

passenger get to his train."
The command was spoken in no uncertain

tones. The policeman glanced toward his
sergeant, but the latter was too much
confused to say anything. Then he looked
at Justice Douglass, whose eyes flashed
determinedly. McGuire hesitated but a
moment. Then he plunged against those
detectives like the star half-back of a
crack football team, and the men fell away
before him like so many ten pins. The reporter,following closely in MeGuire's lead,
was then allowed to go ahead undisturbed,
and to bard the train with his armful of
bundles.
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The commuters who witnessed the test
were not slow in expressing tlielr approval
and delight at the turn It had taken. They
were enthusiastic, and discussed what theyConsidered their own trhimnh nil the vi-ntr

to their homes. Among those who witnessedthe test was Elmer Runyon, who
was also Aery much Interested, because of
his own experience of a few days before.
This will no doubt insure the people of

New Jersey, who live on this road, relief
om the annoyances to which they hnAre
een subjected for several days and which
:y?".e tirred them to a high pitch of indigdet<
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overpowering the iine of detectives, forced
the lad on the train. For his part in that
rush John B. Bissell, a lawyer and Insuranceman of Elizabeth, with an office at
No. 50 Cedar street, this city, was arrested,and will be tried for disorderly conductbefore Justice Potts in Jersey City
next Wednesday.
The third traveller stopped by the cordonof detectives was Elmer Runyon, presidentof the Elizabeth Nursery Company.

The reason Riven for stopping Mr. Runyon
was that the packages which he carried
had been brought to the depot, the detectivesclaimed, by Joe Sheppard. Mr.
Runyon protested vigorously against his
detention at the time, and has since engagedcounsel to file a suit for $10,000 damagesagainst the railroad.

Commuters Hail to Submit.
Since the afternoon on which the .commutersoverpowered the detectives and

rushed Joe Sheppard on his train the employesof the railroad nnd express companyhave been daily reinforced by a large
squad of Jersey City police, and the commutershave been awed into submission to
whatever the detectives chose to submit
them. They knew that the express companywas not acting legally, but the force
of the servants of the law had been in
scene way turned over to the command of
that corporation, and, as none of the people
who are compelled to travel over that rond
to reach their homes cared to spend the
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LATT'S EXPRESS COMPANY
use he did a small express business for pe
commuters who have had to carry bundles

night in the Jersey City police station, they [quietly submitted.
Justice Douglass lives in Arlington ave- «

nue, in Greenville, N. J., and sometimes
goes home by way of the Jersey Central.
He went that way last night at 5:15
o'clock. He is a lawyer of thirty years'
practice.
Detective Ritterbusch said that the railroadcompany would proceed against the ycity of Jersey City because of the police in- '

terfcrence. He made a note of Policeman 13
McGurc's shield number, which was 211. e

E
STRUCK HIS STEPDAUGHTER.

Little Girl Interfered to Save Her Mother 'v
s

and Was Badly Hurt. f,
Thomas Dooner, a truck driver, living at t

No. 74G Myrtle avenue, assaulted his fif- a
teen-year-old stepdaughter, Mary McHugk.
New Year's night bqcause the girl inter- e
fnvart ivlth h I in n-Villo ho n-ao ..

with his wife. The child was struck in the a
chest and became unconscious.
An ambulance surgeon, t^ho was sum- flmonod, found the girl internally injured

and she was taken to the Homeopathic d
Hospital. A policeman arrested Dooner, and fi
yesterday Justice (xoetting, in the Lee qAvenue Police Court, Williamsburg, remandedhim for trial. b, -si
Quirk Time Aiken antl Augusta,
New service via Pennsylvania & Southern Rail- gi

way. New York office 271 Broadway..Advt.
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rsons in nearby New Jersey. Then, in
to their homes have been rudely stop

)OWN ELEVATOR SHAFT.
workman s ratal rail trom the lop

of a New BrooklynSkyscraper.
William Farrell, a bricklayer, twenty-one
ears old, fell from the eleventh to the
fth floor of the Mechanics' Bank building,
orner of Court and Montague streets,
trooklyn, yesterday, and was fatally hurt.
He was employed by Thomas Rutan layagbricks around the top of the elevator
haft. He used a "straight-edge" twelve
eet long. While carrying this cumbersome
imber he tripped against a broken plank
nd lost his balance.
For a moment his body swayed on the
dge of the shaft, and then the weight of
tie timber carried him forward, and, with
yell, he plunged down the shaft.
His body struck the iron beams at each
oor, and bounded right and left in its
escent. It caught on the beam at the
fth floor, and was suspended in mid air.
ther workmen reached out, took Farrell
y the arm and dragged him from the
Haft. He was frightfully mangled, but
till alive. The body was lowered to the
round on a small mortar elevator.
The Iiev. James Kelly, of St. James's CaOF
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thedral, was summoned, and administered
the last rites of the Koonan Catholic
Church. He was taken to St. Peter's Hospital,where he died soon after his arrival.Farrell lived with liis father and
mother, at No. 22 Pulaski street.

TWO SAVINGS BANKS FAIL.
Troubles in Chicago and Elsewhere Affected

th(=» Omaha 1 nc+if u+inr* +r\

Close Its Doors Is in Michigan.
Omaha, Neb., Jan. 2..The Omaha Savings

Bank failed to open for business this morning.Ex-Senntor Mnnderson is president of
the bank, and J. E. Wilbur is cashier. The
bank was established in 1882. Six months
ago its deposits were one million and a

half, but withdrawals have reduced them
t!o less than $900,000. The face value of
assets almost reaches $1,100,000, and capitaland surplus are $185,000.
The clearing house banks declined to assistthe bank to the extent required, excepton condition that the stockholders of

+ 1-1 o Collorl l-.or.1r Tt-r. T. 1 rl 1-V.orr.eolr-oo o.l.-or.oo

$100,000 and take thi t amount of real estateoff the bank's hands. The failure
was due to the rapid withdrawals of depositsduring the past three weeks, caused
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by excitement resulting from bank failures
In Chicago and elsewhere.

Bank's Collapse Causes Excitement.
Whitehall, Mich., Jan. 2..Bank Examiner

Angell this morning closed the Whitehall
State Savings Bank, posting a notice on the
door that he had taken possession. Much
excitement prevails. According to the last
report issued by the bank, it shows about
£80,000 in deposits and about $2,000 on
hand; loans and discounts. $92,000; stocks,
bonds and mortgages, $4,500; surplus, $1,000.
Pho nf + hnnt r, ^ oto»£._

ment.

Paper Bag: Company Asalgm.
Chicago, Jan. 2..The Western Paper Bag

Company, of Batavla, 111., one of the Van
Nortwlck plants, was placed In the bands
of a receiver at noon to-day by the United
States Court. William G. Stevens, of Chicago,agreed upon by the counsel or both
sides, was appointed the receiver, h a

'4 of $100,000. The defendant .a'mltsitself to be insolvent, 1
'* a schedule of assets «"

BRIM GUILTY OF
TRIPLE MURDER.

Jury, After Long Balloting,
Rrincro in n \/or»rl!r»4-
WI mgo III U V CI UH/L

Against the First Mate.

Only After Twenty-six Hours' DeliberationWas the DecisionReached.

Trial Has Been in Progress in Boston
Since Monday, December 14,

Last Year.

CLOSE OF A STARTLING CASE.

Doomed Man Is Convicted of Having Killed
Captain and Mrs. Nash and a Fellow

Officer of a Vessel on the
High Seas.

Boston, Jan. 2..The jury In the Bram
case, the trial of which has lasted since
Monday, December 14, 1896, came In with
a verdict of guilty at 3:40 o'clock this afternoon,after having been out twenty-six
hours and a half. During that time they
had come In once for Instructions and twice
to report inability to agree. Their final
agreement seems to have been due to JusticeColt's advice to them at 2:30 o'clock.
"The only mode provided by our Constitutionand laws for deciding question!

of fact in criminal cases is by the verdit
of a jury," said the Judge. "Although tl
verdict to which a Juror agrees must, <

course, be his own verdict, the result <

his own convictions and not a mere acqr
esence in the conclusion of his fellows, y
in order to bring twelve minds to a unt
imous result you must examine the qu
tlons submitted to you with candor e
with a proper regard and deference to
opinions of each other.

Instructions to the Jury.
"In conferring together you ought

pay proper respect to each other's opln
and listen with a disposition to be
vinced to each other's argument. Anc
the other hand. If the larger numb'
your panel Is for a conviction, a dlsse
juror should consider whether a dor
his own mind Is a reasonable doubt,
makes no Impression upon the minds
many men equally honest, equally I
gent with himself, and who have hea
same evidence with the same att>
with an equal desire to arrive at the
and under the sanction of the same
"And, on the other hand, If a 0

are for acqultal, the minority oug
ously to ask themselves whether tb
not reasonably and ought not to d(
correctness of a judgment whlct
concurred In by most of those wil
they are associated, and distrust th
or sufficiency of that evidence wt
to carry conviction to tne minag
fellows."
The delay had been due to d'

opinion. The jury were very
about the testimony of Charles
to his ability to see through the
dow. It wag diseased ennMem
Jury, and several ballot.' r-re
the discussion. In all, there wei
six ballots taken. These were tat
ballots at a time.
Seven to Five on First Ballot
The first ballot was taken immediately

the Jury went to their room. The ballot
then stood seven to five. No further ballot
uas taken for three uours. When this wag
taken there were eleven for conviction and
one for acquittal. The one vote, It is said,
was cast by Juror Howes, of Chatham.
At Intervals through the night other balu'/irntnl:on ir» Kot-ohao r\-f thro*> TH A

vote fell back to eight to four. This morningbefore breakfast a ballot was taken, and
the vote stood nine to three. After breakfastIt was again eight to four. So it flvic.
tuated all through the day, until at length
a verdict was reached at 3:40 o'clock.

"It was totally unexpected to me," Pris
oner Bram stated to a reporter. "I was
quite confident all day tbut It would bo
acquittal or disagreement. My conscience
does not trouble me In the least, for 1 ara
Innocent of the charge. Some day I know
I shall be vindicated, but, of course, I can*
not tell when."
"Have you any hope of a new trla
"Mr. Cotter tells me he thinks It

possible," was the response.
"Yes. I sm Innocent, as God is my judge,

I would not stand here and say to you aY
this if I did not mean it."
The only sign which betrayed the ho»

ble ordeal the man was undergoing was tprofuseperspiration which fairly streaim
UUL Ul. evetj lie \xi\x xxvrc n run.c« *js

ceptibly, and his step was as firm as a
man's as be walked from the Marsha
office.

CLASS.

Hp
tfUQ fC£J.

»
TTI Xf/.«!rc, ^ 4. nrl

and passenger on board the Fuller
malned away from the court-room all
but to-night, at his father's home In J
line, expressed entire satisfaction »

surprise at the verdict.
The popular interest in the case

almost without precedent. Not
the corridors of the Federr
crowded, but the stairs in f1
newspaper offices were thronr
pie eager for the final anno
Lawyer Cotter, for the do

given two weeks in whic'
ceptions and the Districtinwhich to consider t
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