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THE NORTH POLE STII.

The North Pole and the South Pole will
in thi's new year of 1897, be the goal o

the explorer and the destination of the sel
entist. More expeditions whose aim wil
be to penetrate their mysteries and add
few indefinite miles to the now terra in
eognita of the world will start in 189
than in any previous year.
The South Pole this year looms up as tin

most fascinating scene of operations for th
explorer. Three expeditions are announce!
as preparing to start. At the head of on

will be the Norwegian, Borehgrevink. win
a year or two ago reached the tarrthes
point south and made a landing on tin
Antarctic continent, bringing back marvel
lous tales of what he saw there.
Another South Pole expedition will bi

fitted out by the Belgian Government, un

der the command of Lieutenant Gerlaehe
A third Antarctic expedition is beinj
planned by the American Society of Nat
uralists, with Professor Heilprin and Pro
fessor Cope as a committee.
The North Pole will again be the poin

of attack by Andree, wi'th his balloon. An
dree, it will be remembered, essayed ti
reach the Pole in this manner in 1895, bu
gave it up, owing to adverse conditions.
M. Pesce, a Frenchman, has announce!

his intention to tempt fate in the iee-boun<
North with a wonderful boat that will div<
under the ice floes and skim over the opei
water whenever there l's any. And a com

pany of Englishmen are building a fas
steamship with a rotary ice saw in her bov
which will tear out a channel in the ic<

pack.
Nansen, who In 1896 broke the Nortl

Polar record, will, it is thought, make an

other attempt, but whether toward th<
north or the south is not yet known. A1
things considered, we shall see in 1897 i

new era l'n the exploration of the far ends
of the earth which promises to be a mem

orable one.
It is not only the poles of the earth thai

Invite the hardy explorer to-day. but then
are altogether some twenty millions ol

square miles of territory of which absolute
ly nothing is known.
In America there are two million square

miles of unknown land, in Australia a like
amount, and in Africa three times as mucl
lies waiting for a Stanley or a Glave. Ir
the vicinity of the poles there is an aref

equal to all the other unexplored territoryput together.say some ten or twelve
millions of square miles.and whether this
area is land or water and whether it is s

barren, snow-covered waste, or whethei
a paradise of tropical verdure, with fruits
flowers and birds, nobody knows.
Think of It! An area equal to one-flftl

of the entire known land is a blank upon the
charts to-day. So that for years to corns
there will be plenty of work for the dailngexplorer of the unknown.
And what is being done to open up this

vast unknown territory?
Nansen returned this year from an ex

pedition that eclipsed all previous efforts
to study the north polar regions, and Fred
erlck A. Jackson, who, with the flnancia'
assistance of A. C. Harmsworth, the enterprisingLondon publisher, was enabled tc
place a thoroughly well equipped expedl
tion on Franz Josef Land two years ago,

/ THE SOUTi

i tyjjt VOUATOlPv
DISCOVERED BY ROSS^

IN t84

TtfE -Norni; m

^871 ^
8M6°

w?"' /h^ *f ' / « c rDAki/iikt

i***/ -°3I.
-

^ #2iw '""V/Z/a. -%t

-;3
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i, Is carrying on the work of polar exploreftion systematically and intelligently from
i- that place.
1 The Hudson Bay Company's people, in
a their pursuit of the rapidly disappearing

fur-bearing animals of British America, are
7 gradually spreading our knowledge of that

part of the continent,
e By far the most fascinating work to be
e done is the proposed exploration of the
d lands surrounding the south poie. Until a
e short time ago this "Terra Australia" Ino1 cognita" was supposed to be entirely de;
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J void of all animal or vegetable life, and a
! feeling of awe came over every one when

ever the name of that land of terrible desolationwas mentioned. But the fact Is
s that all this was mere surmise, for there
had been no absolute investigation made.
Among the earlier visitors (they were

j scarcely more) of that part of the world
only three ever set foot upon the land.

I They were Briscoe. Ross and D'Urville, and
neither of these was upon the main land,

> but upon outlying islands. Nor"did they
attempt to leave the beach for even a short
trip inland.
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-Ross, whose visit was made in 1840, after
TV ill tori no* of Tnairmnlo nonofvotorl + l>o r»nv_

don of icebergs that surround the land on

every side, and found within that dangerouscircle the peaceful waters of the antarcticcontinent, filled with loose ice that
offered but little obstacle to his advance,
Through this he sailed on southward aud
discovered land, upon which was a range
of mountains, 10,000 feet high, and at the
lower extremity two great active volcanoes,
which he named Erebus and Terror, after
his expeditionary .vessels.
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It is but justice to say that he did en-

deavor to find a place where a landing
could be effected, but the land was faced t
with a perpendicular wall of ice from 130
to 200 feet in height, without a single open- 1
ing through which the explorers could set i
foot on land. For 450 miles they sailed 1
along this wall of ice, without finding a 1
break, but from the masthead it could be .<

seen that behind the wall was a rocky, 1

volcanic country, with no indications of 1
animal or vegetable life, save innumerable <

penguins, that make these rocks their
home. 1 1
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It is believed that this jvall of ice is

formed by the freezing of the water and
spray that is dashpd first against the coast
by the action of the sea and then against
the wall itself. Captain Ross estimated
the icy barrier to be about 200 feet high
and a thousand feet thick.
Captain Wilkes, of the United States'

navy, who commanded an exploring expeditionto various oarts of the world from
1838 to 1842, found this same wall of ice
existing to the west of Victoria Land (so
named by Ross). The portion discovered
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i>y the American sailor has been named
Wilkes Land, in view of his services in
:hat region.
Since Ross turned back, unable to do more
han land upon an outlying island for a
Tew minutes in 1841, no one has ever set
'oot unon the land In tliia ontnwtln ovrtVii

>elago until three years ago, when a modest
jailor man, Captain Larsen, in the Norvegianwhaler Jason, approached Seymour
[sland. which is marked as Cape Seymour
>n the maps, and lies near the northern
point of Graham Laud. Imbued with a
audable spirit of investigation, Captain
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Larsen landed upon the coast and then 1
proceeded to see as much of the territory
Inland as his duty to his owners, who had
sent him out, not to explore, but to catch
whales, would allow. What he found has
startled the entire scientific world, for it
upset all previous thec.ies and established
beyond doubt that the island had once been
inhabited.
At an elevation of 300 feet above the sea

he found about fifty balls made of clay and
sand that seemed to have been fashioned
by human hands. To be sure such objects
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could be formed by the action of water
and^of masses of ice, but, as if to set at
rest all doubt of their human origin, they
were found resting upon pillars of the same
material.
As evidences of the previous existence of

vegetable life and of a more genial cli-
mate, he found some large petrified trees
with their roots, bark and limbs intact and

i. ...fot« sif . r, XI t.

such a position as to render it certain that
they had not been thrown up from the set.
Captain Larsen was too modest to call at- >

tention to his wonderful discoveries upon
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DESPITE THE EFFORTS OF MAF

bis arrival home, and it was not until the
owners of the vessel read of them ill the i

log of his voyage and sent extracts to the
scientific bodies in his native land that the
world became acquainted with their great
value.
Later on Carsten Egeberg Borchgrevink,

a Norwegian connected with one of the
educational institutions in Australia, ob
tained permission to join the crew of the 1
Antarctic, a whaling bark that was about
to visit the south polar seas. DuriDg the
voyage the vessel approached the main- <
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land, near Cape Adair, on Victoiia Land,
and, carrying out a firm resolution he had
previously made to be the first white man
to set foot upon the antarctic continent,
Borchgrevink jumped into the water as the
prow of the small boat touched the beach,
and had the honor of being the first of the
crew to land by at least three seconds.
While his companions remained upon the

beach. Borchgrevink followed the penguin
pathway up the cliffs, and saw, as CaptainLarsen had seen on Seymour Island,
avidences of vegetable life in petrified trees
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4Y BRAVE AND LEARNED MEN.

?rew upon some of tbe rooks. He also
noticed the almost inexhaustible beds of
penguin guano, specimens of which he carriedaway with him, and. by exhibiting
these to some commercial minded yachts
men in London, he has succeeded in so interestingthem that they have determined to
fit out a vessel to combine scientific re

search with the shipment of antarctic Jf
tillaers, and so defray the expenses of
with tb^ profits of the other.
But what do the explorers of Antayc

expect to find? Oertainlv not a l»n«i e

in? with milk and honey. But why sht
they not? There is more than one belie'
in the theory of CaptAin Syms regard
the polar regions.that there is a deep
pression at either pole, and that this L.
is not a barren waste, covered with i
and snow, but a land of sunshine and flo\
ers. and where the people enjoy the <1<
licious climate and the natural glories *
the Garden of Eden before the fall. Tl
delightful Utopia was Irreverently ref^n
to as "Syms's Hole.' 'and there were t
pie who were neighbors of Captain Syms
when he lived in Louisville. Ky., who cat
fled his theory even further and believed
the earth to be hollow and that the entranceswere through holes at the poles, so
large and descending so gradually that the
descent could not be noticed. It was be
lieved that as many people lived Inside
the earth as on its surface.
Au approximate division of the estimate

nade of the unexplored parts of the globe
qs fqIWt"* QMU l-»e

miles:
Africa
America
Australia
Asia
Islands 40rt,ootArctic regions 5.000.000Antarctic regions.... 7 8.900.00<
Total» 25.000.0rto

In the western hemisphere all of Alaska
is still unexplored with the exception o*
some of the principal rivers and along the
coast.
The interior of Greenland has beer

crossed by Nansen and Peary and they
have furnished all the information we have
concerning it. The whole of British North
\merica. including Labrador, is practice Ily
mexpiored, except the southern belt, which
s the inhabited portion, and along some of
the northern rivers, where there are posts
af the Hudson's Bay Company.
In South America'the southern portion

Argentina Is unknown, as is ai.;o t*'
plateau of Bolivia, which is called
lado," or uninhabited, and that Is
to its dryness and the severity of i
mate The smne Mnrtltlono "-i"* <-

high plateau of Brazil and In the north
portion, which has the largest forest
the world. It can only be traversed i..,
means of the rivers.
In the eastern hemisphere, nearly all th »

northern and eastern portions of Siberia
are still unexplored. Though a few travellershave crossed Africa the great in
terior is alrupstventlrely unknown. The
interior of Australia, which is nearly as
large as the United States without Alaska.
Is virtually unexplored. It has been crossed
from north to south, but no one has t
versed the continent from east to west
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