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SPANISH FIGHT
LIKE SAVAGES.

«Their Victory Decisive Whenever They
Find a Cuban Hospital,” Says
Colonel Money.

The Representative Describes for the Journal the
Frightful Atrocities Committed
in the Island.

Wounded Cuban Prisoners Butchered with Machetes.
Insurgents Certain to Triumph in the End,
Spain's Treasury Empty.

By Hernando De Soto Money-.

Washington, D. C., Jan. 11—t has
come 1o my Rotice in papers that some
suppose—at lenst they print—that 1
went to Cuba on the occasion of Wy
visit for the Cuban Junta. 1 want o
‘vorreet this apprehension. I went for
my own personal and official friforma- |

- tion, notlilng more, and, as a matter| !
of fact. never , to my knowledge, met §
or talked with any member of the;
Cuban Junta. |

My wisit has completely convineed |
e that the Spanish eannot end this
war; that Weyler must finally De
obiigedd 1o leave the lsland; that Spuin’s
ritle In Cuba is to end, and that Cuban
;lu:iepeudence, wliether near or far, Is/
&t last finally sure. This view, too, 18|

shared by General Lee and hundreds

‘of English and American onlookers

whom 1 et in Cuba, Their opiuton is|

that morning. He said that he had
orders to leave Havana that
night; that he expected to have
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of much more worth than my own, and
Tecause their oplnions in that behalf
coineide with mine I foel more than
ever convineed that my couclusions are

1 have returned, convineed fully of
ultimite Cuban success—a conviction,
by fhie way, 1 by no means carrled to
Havanns with me, aud T want to state
emphatieally that I have -nothing what-
‘ever to do with the Cubans or the Cu-
bin eause more than to form the es-
umates which 1 have Indicated.

In this letter 1 will tell you in detail
of the Spanish army as I saw it, and
‘give you at length my est ironte of what
‘foroe Epain Is exerting andywill here-

gert, agalnst the Cu-
hais, It s upon what follows that 1
‘buse one-half of my belief of final Cu-
_ban victory.
- Weyler n Man of Courage,

Yeaterday 1 sald that a high personal
" esthmate should be placed upon Weyler.
fie fimpressed me as a soldier of cour-
age, genins and fertility. More than
all, hie is o man of great energy; thinks
and acts Uke lightning. Of his meth-
‘ods; whether they be eruel or miid,

' savage or clvilized, I will spenk in a
17 Jetter later on.

-
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. Thers s this eriticism, however,
~ whieh might be made of Weyler's

here, ns having an effect to

 weaken Spapish force In Cuba. He
igoptng to have a fashion of formi
“out Spanish troops to rich planters and
‘pthiers who fear themeelves threatened
by the insurgeuts. It may be, too, that

.~ they fear themselves equally threat-

&gl Ly the Spanish, and so hire a

%tw 1 wentioned yesterday that

4

{f

' -,!”ﬁeﬁm'_qu}s de Apesteguisa pays Gen-
_ ial Weyler, as Iam credibly informed,
;ﬂ;n.ooo # month toguard bis place with

"L m gurrigon of about a thousand or

. twelve bundred men, There are a
1l '@ or more rich Cubans in the same

9 pit with the Marquils de Apestegulsa,

"

\ Where they are full well, the two forces

 General Weyler furnishes the garri-
| sous and they pay for them with ra-
-iw!qbont £20 per month per man,
‘1 do/mot know where this money goes.
It 18 pald by the planters to the Span-

But these subtractions from Wey-
er's forces weaken Win Tt s prob-

1s that fully 20,000 of his men are
thys employed in prigate garrison
They can't chase the insur-
and as the Insorgents know

i

W

pever meqy. The insurgents, however,
ﬁ.m&hﬂ&-ﬁvﬁga the very plantations
- where Weyler's garrisons ave on duty
. at the house. They levy blackmall, as
~ {t wery, on the very plunters Weyler's
~ poldiers are guarding. The result is

'\;Je,ylm-- fvrni§hos- :
private -garrisens
At *20 per menib

| per man”

occupies the big towns of the island.
The couutry regions are left entirely
to the insurgents, who raid the country
and tax the people up to the very gates
of Havana itself. !

e Insurgents are so close to Ha-
Jana that thelr emissirles hold night-
l¥y communication with pegple in the
city. So long as the insurgents stay off
the main highways they are apparently
safe from ever meeting Spanish troops.

One of Weyler’s militaiy move-
ments consists simply in riding
out of Havana on one road and
riding back on another,

To the right and the left houses are
burned aod looted when the inmates
ure suspected of sympathy with the
insurgents. The Spanish troops. also
make tremendous slanghter among the
pacifieos, or non-combatants, but they
never leave the road to s¢our the coun-
fry after bodies of armed insurgents,
and the latter meet them and fight
them, or avold them and laugh at them
at will

Reporis of Bogus Victories,

The reports of Spanish victories over
insurgents are more apt to be gaudy
than true. One Instance was called to
my attention while in Flavana, A Span-
ish captain and his company had had

were in possession of a stone house
The Spapiards protected themselves
with a ditech at the side of the road
and fired on the insurgents, who ve-
turned the compllment. This was kept
up until seme of the insurgents were
abigerved to retreat, The Spanish then
started to advance toward the house,

& brush with some nsurgents whol

. planters, to save thelr houses,
'gmf'qﬁor. and to save their flelds
“the insurgenis, and so it torns out
+both sides keep them bleeding.
Spa h Armies in Cnba,

/ PBut toget down to Spauish strength
‘and, Inferentially, to ber ability to re-
eotquer Guba now ln arns.  The Span-
; Isli armies in Spain and abroad have &
: " of 201500 regulars. Of these
D00 are supposed to be in Cuba,
i Spain, 50.000 In the Philip-
~ plues, 7500 in Puerto Rico, and 6,000
“In Morocce. In addition to the 200,000
vegnlars [ Cuba, Spalo has about—

‘mieers and guerilins—50,000 more.
Tih these 250,000 troops, or what go ‘up to the stone house

tof thew, after the wen on pri-| American. |

to-1

when a body of Insurgents who had
remained behind for that purpose fived
on them, wountling one or two, and the
Spanish hastily scranibled back into
thelr ditel ngain. The refreat was an
insurgent trick:

Finally all the Insnrgents appar-
ently left the homse nnd the firing
censod. The Spanish officer in com-
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mand vetnrned to Havana with his men
and reported forty Insurgents killed.
An Amerlean who kuoew him  inter-
viewed himy touching this mortuary
Statement. A

“After the firing was over did you.
" asked thel

Uil

whenever-Jhe

AN

The -Spanish-vicry-is-decisive

Insorgenl.Hespila

a conflict with the insurgents,
and that he must devote the day
to teaching his troops how to
load their guns,

This story sounds riiiculons enough
of soldicrs in the fleld, but its truth is
vouched for, and I have not myself the
shghtest doubt of it !

Angther matter which hias injured the
Spanish eaunse in Cuba is the cruelty
amnd  savage inhumanity of their
raethods; ‘They never fake prisoners.
They butcher the wounded of
the enemy with their machetes
on the field of battle. Every in-
surgent is killed who can’t get
away. Weyler makes no secret
of this. The Spanish policy would
seem ftobe one of extermination,

An Hpglish gentleman at Havana,
becoming shocked at the atrocions
method of the Spanish amd thele buteh-
ery of wounded rebels, went to Weyler
and offered at his own expense to fonnd
a Red Cross Society to accompany
the Spanish troops to the field as hos-
pital people. The Englishmnn offered
ta pay all expensges and fo take care of
the wounded of both sides with equal

..1 paid it a visit anc found glek and
wounded soldiers there In great nuni-
bers. I didnot enter “he building, bot
saw many of the Inmstes, The story
of the hospltal was freeiy told me by
phyalcians and people inchavge: They
told of It in a gulleless way, as If;
they saw nothing astonishing or un-
toward In the system. “They said it
!“'us one of the common hospitals,
| where men wounded and nen slck of
dny and all disedses weie recelved.
There wag no separation of malundies,
|Y<:lluw fever, peludie fever, smalljox,
|1']mnm:uiﬂm patients were all mixed
‘up with men suffering from woungds.

A man with a bullet through his
knee ocoupled the cot next to one suf-
fering from smallpex. By the time his
knee might be well he was in the
raging tnidet of smallpex, and while
escaping one malady took another and
died. The hospltal is very evidently kill-
ing more than it eures, and the-death

Now let me say something about
Spain's financial strengih 2od Ber ve-
gources. It should he borne in mind
that this rebellion In Cuba is cbsting
Spain  $10,0000000 a meonth. Every
week while the insurgent flag floats it
flonts at an exponge to Bpain of two
millions and a half of dollars. How'
long can she stand [t? The nnswer to
that question will go largely toward
settling the date of thnt ultimate Cu-
ban suceess wihileh I prophesied,

While the msurrection costs Spain
$10,000,600 a month, and while she
never received more than $26,000,000
annually from Cuby, Ler income In the
Island now is Dy the very fpct of the
insurrection tremendously diminished.
Tobreeo and sugar are Cuban staples
upon which Spain leaned heavily for
| her Cuban coutributions in days' of
peaes gone by, What Is the present
status of tobaeeo and sugar in Cnba?

The Cuban Crops,
This yenr the tobaccn erop will ba

rate ench day was a fearful thing o sea,
In this and the other Spanish hospitals,
all of which are managed or mismsdn-
aged in the same ignorant fashion,
there are In the aggregate fully 20,000
of Weyler's men. They might as well'
all be deducted from Spaln's fighting
strength in Cuba. They will never
take the fleld again in thls rebellion.
Continuing on Weyler’s hospi-
tal methods, I might say that it
is the invariable Spanish custom
to destroy insurgent hospitals

labout SO,000 bales, half of that from
| the eplebrated district of Vuelta Ahajo,
|'which raiges the fluest tobdaceo, and the
other half from the island genetnlly,
as against 500,000 bales m 1895; and
the output of sugar will be anywhera
from 100,000 to 150,000 tons, as agalnst
1,100,000 tons in 1std, In Matanzas
and Havana the sugar cane fields are
on fire now, and the plinters are afraid
to eut and grind for fear of the de-
strnotion of thelr mills. 8o there will
be little revenue devived from: the Isl=

wherever they find them, They and itself while carrying on the wan,
cut down the nurses, the doc- | p.que the military expenditure In

tors, and kill the patients iu';(lnlnl. which, as I stuted, is abont

‘| their cots. They make a clean |, 600000 per month, there is the

sywodpi The Spanish vic_tory is'nu'thpr expenditure in the Philippines
decisive whenever they find an to put down the Insurrection there,
insurgent hospital, whieh threatens ultimately to involve
I have endeavored to relate the in-; guaiy in war with Japan.
ane listlessness of spirit as well as the] Spain's last Toan of eighty ‘millions
undrilled and ineffectual charneter of | g an internal loan. It was refused
the Spanish trogps. What I have sald| e the forelgn bankers. The Spanish
refers to the privates in Weyler's panks, however, developed an nnex-
army, but if all that Is said of ‘lmlpm-md strength in their reserves and
officers be true, it would make biut|ioqk the lonn, which wis secured to
little difference what sort of men- they I them by a pledge of the customs reyes
commanded. The general Impression|yge. I have, but not at Hand eonven-

fg that plunder and pillage is the main
purpose of most of them. Putfing down
the {nsurrection is merely incldental;
filling their pockets, so I am informed,
by u system of loot and plunder, is the

fently, a list of the subscriptions miade
to that loan by the respective citlzens
of Epain, and what percentage of the
oireulation of these cities the loan con-
stituted.

f
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tempt that any man would broach
such an idea. “No, po; it was asimugl
ns a man's life was worth to try It
These renegade Insurgents make be-
lieve to retreaf. They leave bhelind
men who wonld shaot you atonce ifyon
appeared. No, indeed; we (il not go
near the house."

“And yet you say you killed forty
men " ; ]

“Yau; fully forty,” replied the officer,
eonfidently.

“But," eontinued the American who
did the interviewing, “if you did not
zo up to the house where the insur-
gents had been, you could not possibly
have geen or counted the dead.”

Counted Thelp Cartridges,

“True,” replled the Spanish officer,
with much composure, “hut we coutted
our cartridges after the Tring. We
fired a great many {imes. We must
surely have killed at least forty.”

This story was told me as pbeolutely
true by a very worthy gentleman of
high position; his word Is not to be
doubted. T canuot give his name, for
thée same reason that I cannot give
the names of other Americafis and
English and Oubans with whom X con-
versed. They ussured me that to men-
tion their names in connection with
any story to Spanish detriment would
assuredly mean the destruction of thelr
property, and mwost Hkely thefr lives.

i

Weyler's troops are not individuaily
the best material for soldiers. They
arg mostly boys seventeen to twenty-
one years old. They are green from
the Lills of Spaln. They come into the
army by draft ov conseript. They have
no interest in this fight: no heart or
stomach for It. They lhave no spirit
or dash, no spark of enterprise. 1

looked at them. They haye bovine
eves, like cattle, and act, most of them,
ag if they nelther knew wherg they
were nor why they were brought here.
I:am not & military man, but Weyler's
troops struck me as the very worst

“Leot. ane lvniiér'.is_ﬁﬁ.min.pvr 2se. |
for.which they (the Spanish) -Qti‘\ﬁvg ..
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soldiers 1 ever sct eyes on.
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They. are utterly undrilled, and thej oty Weyler cut bim short.

main purpose for which they strive.

i for that teeagn. L must keep my
ey 4 -;-.l,.

army lacks in opganigation. Their com-
missariat is wretched—{almast as bad
a8 none at all, I asked one day in
Havana to be Shown the Spanish drill
ground. I desired to sce a Bpanish
drill, The American I spoke to lnoked
at me {n astonishinent. .

“The Rpanish pever drill,” said he.

Later I asked Geueral Lee for infor-
mation on thet point. Fe said We had
never heard of any of Weyler's troops
drilling. A gentleman told me a story
an that oceasion,

Ignorance of Spaniah Troops,

“I was breakfasting with & Spanish
officer’ recently,” sald this geutléman,
“After we were through our breakfast
and 1 was inclined-to it down to coffee

] i, “Thers 1 ane of o B

“No," said he, “we want no Red
Cross Soclety. We will dispatch the
wounded rebels ns they deserve, They
are trnftors and deserve death. As
for my own wounded, I can take care
of tliem myself."

On this sub{jeﬁt of hospltal service
and Weyler's' grrangements to take
care of his glek and wounded 1 huve
a word to suy. I might add here that
right now smallpox is epidemie in Ha-
vang and in the country round about,
I was myself immediately given an
option when I arfived of bein vac
cinated or arrested. 1 was not ar-
rested. LIRS

‘Weyler's Hospltal Service,

But to return to Weyler's hospital

mhﬂq :
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Ignorant Braggarts,

It would amuse Americans, however,
to listen to the clap-trap gubble of
some of the Spanish officers of nferior
grada. The possibility of a war with
the United States Is a fregquent subject
of dizcussion with these gentry. And
they would seem to hold ns in vile re-
pute as fighters, They unhesitatingly
declare thut 10,000 Spanish troops
could easlly capture all of the prineipal
eities on the Atlantic coast, which they
say would endl the war. This valuable
apinion ¢omes from Spanish officers
who, with 200,000 effpotive troops in
Culby, ara utterly unable ta corral; cap-
turé or mw[t.h a-mm' srad g
gate of 40,000 lnsurgents. It speaks

.

bix.

wll for the uninteligent braggadacio
of these same Spanish officers,
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By the middle of the coming Fabe
ruary this loan will be enfirely ex-
haunsted.  Spiin cin doubtless then
make another loan of ﬂftrmill].ons.u.nq,
it s barely possible, a third loan of
fifty milllons more, by appeals through
the priesthood, the press and publie
meetings to.the patriotism and pride of
the people. This Inst {hird loan, héw-
ever, I8 highly problematie, but even

Continuned on Seventh Page,
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