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It is now definitely stated that to-day
the appolntment of Louis F. Payn to
be Buperintendent of Insurance for
New TYork will be made by Governor
Hlack, and that Governor Black has
so reduced the opposition to his con-
,,um:tion that instead of twenty Hepublican votes In oppo-
sition to it, there will at most be no more than five. Despite
his past, it is possible that, as Governor Black has assursd
sevaral of the recalecitrant Senators, Mr. Payn will prove a
vnry efficient and honest officer, But Benators who permit
themselves to be over-persuaded In tAls matter must accept
the responsibility for the almost certain disaster that wiil
follow i Mr, Payn's future corresponds with his past.

The next three years will be an unusually dangerous
period for this State to have a corrupt Superintendent of
. Insurance. One life Insurance company has recently

chmed hands not without scandal, although it Is hoped

‘that the purchasers will run ‘instead of wreck the com-

pany. Thres others are reported to be on the eve of sell-

" ing out. Still another recently had a hurried meeting of

- m_m‘i:holdera, and, to prevent s sale, causad all the stock
%o be put.in escrow for one Year.

The dlvidends of stockholders in most life Insurance

eompanies are limited by law. Men who Intend to wreck

‘t company can afford to pay & far larger price for it than

m who Intend to run it honestly. Figures quoted on the

. strest as asked or offered for the stock of companies are

" higher than anybody could afford to pay as an investment

m: such prices can only be offered by men who intend

‘to swreck companles, Fabulous fortunes can be stolen by

obtaining possession of these companies and wrecking

“them, provided an Insurance Superintendent be at Albany

who will connive at the operations of the wreckers. Such

thln.gn happened in the late seventies under a corrupt Su-

_perintendent; shall they happen again in the late nineties?

1t 1= easy to get a bad man in; it is pext to Impossible to

* get him out. Are the self-respecting men in the Senate
“ready to face the consequences?

IS PAYN
TO BE
CONFIRMED?

-~

The joint legislative commlittee to
{NVEST{GATlON investigate trusts and to recommend
OF remedial legislatifon has been an-
nounced, and Senator Clarence Lexow
e S TRUSTS. i« chairman, as was assumed. Sen-
d o ator Lexow won what little glory
4 .umrn! hls brow as an Investigator. He had what Is vul-
' w}y known &s & “soft snap" in the police investigation,
ﬁw the rottenness of the New York Pollee Department had
. heen recognized for a long perlod. The avenues, too, of
. investigation opened in beaten tracks, where one could
scarcely go amiss with the requisite amount of authority
as the vis a tergo. Jt was the consensus of oplnion that
' Mr. Lexow played a very “second fiddle'’ In the actual pro-
e_eeﬁ!m. but let him have all the honor which can be
_sgqueezed from a most generous interpretation of asll the
' facts, I .
.~ In ths Investization of trusts the Nyack statesman hns
- a fleld atill more fallow, far more needful of the plough
- and the harrow of stern inguiry. The gullt Involved is
~ yastly more subtile and difficult to trace: fortified by legis-
Iative enaciment in many instances, which has all the
m of legality, and defended by the corporate wealth of
thg country. To tent sueh evils as these is &an enterprisge
awarﬁns the detective work requisite to unravel the mls-
gt mm of the small thievieh place men of New York
J _.. viow wFFUDL system whish encouraged them,
¢ That such an investigation has been ordered by the
Legislature is welcome to the best instinets of the people.
. They may distrust the source ms of “Greeks bearing
* gifts,"” for a Republican Legislature. especially a Platt
machine, Is scarcely the source whence one would look for
. much a procedure to be conducted with the stern and im-
. partial vigor of truth secking inguisitors. But ell will
~ wateh with no less Interest for the result. In ordering
this inquiry the Republicans place themselves on trlal as
_ 'l'lﬂ as the trusts.
' It is natural and desirable that the com.mjtl:ee should
. mgk for a counsel In such a tremendous task. Such an
. “assistant In an emergency like this should be one of the
| greatest men at the bar in character and ability, a man,
_ for example, of the type of James C. Carter. 'We can fancy
tﬁp ‘guffaw which ariees at the suggestion of Mr, h[LKEl-‘{
'hr. Mr. Lexow's old law partner. Mr. McKellar Is doubt-
m a worthy and akilful practitioner at the bar. But
place should be reserved for & man strong in universal
Wm. Does not the hint as to Senator Lewmws partner
‘t!t the eat out of the bag and arcuse the susplcion thnt
iﬁﬂ' ‘all this inquiry ls plnnneﬂ as a speclal job and an
mbla junketing? .
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Forelgn advices confirm guesswork
: THE CH[NO as to the contents of the secret treaty’
) B_Q}SSMN TREATY between Russia and China. It places
e AND THE _the Middle Kingdom essentially under
% the profectorate of Russia, ceding a
I ‘UNITED STATES. great coast line and giving the Musco-
vite the control of railway building through Manchuria in
4 Wﬁon with the great trans-Siberian railway. This
new alliance means not only & great enhancement of Rus-
- sian military and naval strength, but'a valuable new mar-

i‘, ht. 1t means no less an ultimate displacement of British
1 . a8 well as prestige in the East,

’I‘bm ix remson to hope that it will also be a mate-
rhﬂ advantage to the United States. Among all the
mxvpean powers Russia has been our most consistent
‘friend in practice as. well as theory. That her great au-
e Wﬁu at Pekihg will be uniformly extended to encourage
" mmnn commerce as against England offers no great
m of opinion. This country presses Great Britain in
Eii 'ﬂh commercial race for the Chinese markets more closely
"i_ll ‘than any other rival. Whils we may not anticlpats wrest-
st very soon from her the control of the tea and sllk

kﬁﬂn in which an enormous amount ‘of capital s invested,

Is an excellent chance to extend the output for mani-
| manufactures, in which with but little help we ecan
M!’ rival Epgland. If through the Infiuedce of our Rus-
#lan friends the larger facllitles of Chinese trade which
Kr' Ilnhu through indirect conditions should favor us more

- fjlly. American enterprise may be left to itself to win in

tllo MQ of dollars.

ul

N
3 A bill Is now before the Legisiaturs,
',!’/l LIBERTY introduced by Mr. Brennan, of Kings
'1_§1 OF County, looking to the exemptlon of
s different kinds of property from local
TAXATION.,  taxatlion on the vote of each munlei-

pal council. It establishes the right to
whether the levy shall be exclusively on the
;iﬂmed value of personal property aldne; or on the as-
essed yalue of real estate alons, inclusive of land and im-
wﬁﬂﬁmntr or on the assessed value of land alone, exclu-
~ sive of lmprwementu and personal property; or on the
. amsessed value of land, improvements and personal prop-
’Ji'mtmm The will of the Board of Supervisors in
:‘.h'ﬁ@'&h county is to govern the cholee; that of the Colmon
;1*_' ‘Councl! ‘in sach elty. The operation of the law will affect
‘t&h ‘ll‘.lﬂ.

uhwﬂlrinwuqtmwwﬁhm-

of taxation.

widely from those

is unquestionable.

none which tonches the heart and pocket so eclossly as that
No guestion of leglslation or administration
is more Intrledte or taxes more sagacity of judgment. Tt is
& presumptive fact that each commaunity is the best judge
as to the wisdom and equlty of the methods by which its
own taxes shall be ralsed.
in a great metropolls may, and generally do, diverge sd

The conditions which Inhere

which reign in & city of ths fourth class

that they admit of guite different treatment. An Inflexible
system which manages the matter after the fashion of
Proerustes must ignore all such differences.

That the exemption of some forms of property Is wise

The labor unlons, for example, in this

State have Insisted again and again that the taxation of
productive enterprises increases the cost of goods, dis-
courages production end lessens the demand for labor,
The right to make exemptions should be under the con-
trol of local government,
conscience of munleipal bodies have so often falled to
make good lawsg that many might be sceptical as to put-
ting ao radleal a power In their hands.
spending of money rather than in raising it that corruption
iz common, and the ‘experlment as a matter of prinelple

It is true that the wisdom and

But it s In the

has much to recommend It

ARBITRATION
WITHOUT
PERIL.

which alfects the

agreement.”

doubly dangorous

unfair advaniage

made. It should

the Constitution's

The amendments made to the arbi-
fration treaty by the Senate's Com-
mittee on Forelgn Relations seem to
remove the treaty's objectionable feat-
ures without at all diminlshing its
maoral wvalue, The committes recom-

mends Insertion of a clause stipulating that “no question

foreign or domestic palley of elther of

the high contracting partles or the relations of either with
any other State or power, by treaty or otherwise, shall be
subject to arbitration under this treaty, except by a special
It also
inating the King of Sweden as final umplre be stricken out.

The insertlon guarantees us against all possibllity that
the treaty would bind us to submit to arbitration of the
Monroe doctrine and its future application. The deletion
makes us secure agéinst monarchical and European preju-
dice in the tribunal of last resort—prajudice that would be

roegommends that the article nom-

in King Oscar,» bound as he Is to Eng-

land by powerful interest.
Ag the treaty now stands it is perfectly unobjectionable,
for there Is no longer any chance that England could take

of Its provisions; while as ‘a pledge of

amity and a guaranty that war between the two nations
will not ba the first thought of eithier In a dispute it is
precisely &s useful -as it was. before the changes wers

and doubtless will be ratified by the

Senate, as soon as Lord Sallsbury expresses satisfaction
with the amendments.

It ought to be sald again that the Senate's coursa in this
matter has been praiseworthy.

Once more the wisdom of
makers in providing this slow-moving

body has been Justified.

MAJOR
MKINLEY'S

organization.

used as a reason

6,500,000, or rather

wlg.

.CHICAGO FIND

his opinions as he.
about his bellefs and his acts unite in creating the im-
ﬁresslnu——probu.h!y just—that the tendency of his mind is
toward radloaliam, and that his environment and calling
as a banker alone prevented him from frankly allying
himself with progressive students of politics and soclal

Mr. Lyman,J. Gage seems likely to
prove the mest entertalning figure of
the McKinley Cabinet. Tt is seldom
that & newly appointed officlal selected
from private life has had to do as
much vigorous denying of stories about

The multiplelty of curious romors

One of the first curious revelatlons about Mr. Gage Is
that he wrote a/letter to Governor Altgeld warmly urging
the pardon of the Anarchists, WHat a curious turn in the
affairs of men it Is that he now should accept office as a
reault of victory in a campaign in which t-ga.t pardon was

for denounclng the supporters of Gov-

arnor Allgeld and Mr. Bryan as Anarchists,. Far be It
from us tn suggest that the appointment of Mr. Gage is a
shrewd Bid for the Anarchist vote, but douhbtless that vote
1z worth bidding for.

In the late election it approached
more than Mr. Cleveland ever polled.

Mr. Gage has denled that he Is a “single taxer,” but
there are not lacking e;l.mest followers of Henry George
in Chlesgo who recall his early interest in this economic
ereed, and the fact that his frank expressions of approval
of It were ultimately curbed by the objections of the direc-
tors of his bank. He denies also that he Is a Spirituatist—
which 18 not Important If trus—anpd pleads guilty to a
Finally he Is on record as an international bimetal-
list, & proponent of the cancellation of the greenbacks and
an advocate of leaving to the banks the issuance of money
—though his own bank refuses to issue any.

it will not be surprising if the sensation of the next
_-\.dmlniat'ratton shall be Gage.

sortment of ill-ordered fdeas than he, but It {3 fair to note
that few have shiown such perfect willingness to abandon

their convictions when it seemed wise.

Few men have a larger as-

{ly of thls sort has

gave him,

ner.

talking.

enemies,

bnker.

Mr. Gage saays he
as well as in name.

by the collapge.

howhaﬂl!alh

. The most eommon bauk report these times ls the one caused

After the expenditure of enormons sums of money and ex-
periencing numerous disappoingnents, Hon, Russell Absent Alger
has suceecded In geftlng Into a Presidedtis]l household.
true thet Alger's amblilon to become the head of an officlal fam-

i is

not been appessed, but It Is better than a

contintions resldence outside the breastworlks.

_Mr. Platt has gone South to rest anil recupernfe from the ef-
| tects of that hard chase that job in the TUnited Btates Benate
For o man who s not accustomed to belng pursued by
office, Mr, Platt ls conduocting himself In the most graceful man-

Presldent-elect McKinley hes denled the report that he de-
¥ires a cheap lnanguration.
tlon makes a cheap President, and it Is bis intentlon to show the
epuntry that MeKinley comes high.

Perhaps Me belisves a cheap Inaugura-

Spanish talk of home rule for Cuba sonnds very much llke the
flow of language that emanated from the spider when he issued
that famous invitation for the fly to Inspect hils llving apartments,

The action of tﬁe Nevadn Leglslature In legalizing prize
fighting will be a great, dlsappolntment snd shoek to the peaple,
inetuding Mr. Jim Corbett and Mr Bob Fltssimmons.

Mr, Huanna hns decided to close the Republican headqusrters
and stop all agitation.

The publie will take notice and quit

Mr. Clevelund bas found the Clvil Serviee law a very handy
instrument with which fo reward his friends and punlsh his

If Clileago's most sminent banker goes into the MceKinley
Cabinet he will owe his elevatlon to Chlengo's most eminent

wlll be the S8acretnry of the Treasury In fact
Mr. Hanna will see Mr., Gage luter.

It is presumed that John Shermon hne agreed to forget his
recollectlons of Russcll A. Alger.

%

Hon. John I. If_r_n!la cnn be dapanded upon to-ask Mr. l?eﬂo.r

.

any sgort of work

cnfe niig ¢l
m

A Power in Art
and Literature

Has any contemporanepus phillosgpher
ever undertaken the consideration of the
enormous intluehee exerted by the ldle
classes; or, to speak wvulgarly, loafers of
various degrecs, on the' llterary, ertistle
nnd soclal affalrs of thls ¢lty?

Everybody who has ever devoted any
thooght to the subject knows that fuily
nine-tetths of the ndvies offered gratui-
tously, and some of that offered for a feg,
enuidttes from loafers, not because they
possese any estraiordinary (degree of wis-
domt, but becanse they have plenty of tline
to devote to I Thls ruie applies to the
tramp as well as to the milllonalre, to
the woman of society as well as to the
well-dressed [dier of the Brondway cafe.

It Is u singular fact and ope that, 8o far
as I know, lss never yet been gatlsfme-
torlly explalned, that the spectacle of men
ot work has the strongest sorf of Rttvac-
tlon for ldlers. If a lhorse falls down In
the streot the philosophers desert thels
hitehing posts, the savans who are dlscus.
sing religiéus questlons rush out of the
barroums; In short, everybody who has
nothing whatever to do stops doing It at
once nnd hastens to the scene of action.
Then, standing in'a line on the curbstone,
they proceed to offer sage connsel to the
policemun who Is unbuckling the wrong
straps, to the Pirst Cltlzen, who has seated
Limself on the animal’s head; to the
Becond Oltigen, who ls tugging simlesaly
#t the hind wheel, and to the driver who
is exelnnging blasplemy with the gelp.
man of the cable car that ecavsed the
mlsitnp.

Tet the news that a gang of men nre at
work on the "Dig pipes” In One Hundred
and Thirtleth styoet reach one of the Bow-
ery lodging houses and balf 4 dozeén of the
leading bonrders wlll Instantly desert the
stove and hastén away on fobt to behwold
the miraele of houest toil. And, stunding
on the edge of the embankment, they wiil
offer aflvlee to the workers lelow untl
uight or the foremen of the gang descends
upon thein sgnd drives them away.

S0 potent is the influesces of loafers,
even of this low class, In polltics, and =o
carefil are gur stetesmen to consult them I
regard to every plece of leglélation con.
temaplated that we find ourselves now with
& millstone of bad laws about our neek
that we will .not rid ourselves of In & quar-
ter of n centiry.

In the more exalted clreles of soclety
the influonve of the [dler—who I noue
the. leas u lonfer beeanse of his good
clothes—Is even grestor than that of hia
ragged connterpart of Chatham Square. Yn
the ¢lubs he becomes a man of note be-
cause he spends so much of his time nt
the front window and knows the names,
private histories &nd personal tralts of
ail the other members. He Is fraquently
made the clalrman of {(He House Commit-
tee, In which eapaclty he has been. known
—to his eredit be !t mald—to render ef-
folent pervice. Tndeed, If 1t wers pot for
bls known tendeney to get his breakfast
from the steward without paying for It
and smuggle himself in, an onbldden
guest, at overy publle ar private dinher
given within the elubhouse, he would renlly
becotme In thiz enpucity a distinetly usefnl
member ‘of the commukity, for a good
louse committéeman Is one of the very
rakgst of rare metrapolitan birds.

But the loafer of this clnss seldom de-
votes his euergies excluslvely to the wel-
fare of his ¢lub, beeanse he s busy gly-
Ing advice to its indlyidun] ‘members. He
will sit for hours In the ariisrs’ atpdlos,
smoking thelr elgars, drinking thefr whis-
key and telling them how to paft, In the
evening he dropa in at the stage door to
see hls friend, the actor, gand bave &
drink with him in his dresslug reom.
While he 1s drinking he gives hlm soms
advice about hiz aciing and tells hlm that
the getting of the first act Is “‘extidmely
rotten,”

And the actor, who h2a been suiking all
e evening: because his manager, wha
really kuows & good deal about aciing, has
glven him a few quiet hints; determines to

‘avall himself of the loafer's kindly coun-

so0l, while the snager fnecepts wilh meek-
ness and bowed head hils eritlelsm of the
scenery that won for the scent palnter ®
spontanecus curtaln enll the first night it
was placed on view,”

On hig way to the stage door the leafer
panses 4 moment to say a few words of
flattery to the pretty sonbrette, who [
Just enough of n fool to possess the making
of a gooll actress, and before he leaves her
he bas swelled her head to such & degree as
to muke hier nnbearable ang fultly deserving
of the two weeks' nptlee served on her by
her long-suffering manager a fow days
later.

The loafer has, by this time, dotie o falrly
good diy's work, but he s not content. He
returts to hlg club and Instantly falls opon
hiz acquulntance, the Lght youtg news-
peper mun, who, hoving worked hard =H
day, I8 enjoying a Welsh ravebit and a mug
of ale.

“You're making that newspuper of yours
too high-toned,” says the loafer, with nn
omlnous wag of the head. *“The gang don't
read it any more, 1 dbn't bear It tilked
about half as twuch as T did six months ngo,

Who the deuce enres for all that lopg-winded.

stuff about books and music and all that
sortof thing? Whiy, I saw o long artichk: abon
gome fellow nnwed Kipllug not long ago.
I tell yoit mobody ever Nenrd of Him before,
There's plenty of good materlal bobhbitg up
every day, and {f you llke T'l do & coluinn of
it and eall It “Town Tulk,’ or “The Club-
man's Corner,’ or som#thing of that sort.
And don't you forget It, but T'll make g
column that'll knock the town silly. 0 m an

old newspaper man myself, you know, and

used] to contribite to the “Mnn Abbut
Town' In the Stur. That was the brighiest

and wittlest department that was ever pub-

lished In o New York newspnper, and I
wrote pretty near helf of it.”

Thesa words sluk deep into the henrt
of the credulons journalist, for the mere
fact that they were uttered by a lonfer
hax the snme influence with him that it
bas with the neilst, the actor, the mangger,
tlhie soubtette—that they bave, for that
matier, with almost any one except the
plain, hard-headed mun of buslness, >

The troth is that there nre two distinet
classes In this country, desplte the frevi-
lent theory that we are all free and equal,
Thers are pecple who work, and people
who don't, and in this busy land the lasc
named haye very little to do excepl give
gdvice, Bt the advice of an Idler, It mat-
ters pnot whether that idler be a silly, almi-
less womuan of soclety or a lodging house
vagrant, s absolutely worthlesg to any per-
son ot serlous purpose. The opinlon of o

awirker; however, alwiys possesses o Gertain

value, It mutters pot whether 1t be ud-
vanced by the busy, keen-witted million-
aire, panker or merchant, or the grimy
miner it the pit's mouth,

There 18 no one In this country who does

ﬁut better quatiied to give )g RO TS

artlst, a .fouﬂuu!ag or un actor than the
vafers whose in nsnen is a0

JAMES L. FO
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Weather Probabilitics :
winde inereasing in Yoree, alightly warmer.

Fair in the morning, snow or rain in the meniﬂg. easterly

MR. HAWKINS BREAK.
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m prohibited from COOKING or
2 doing WASHING in their rooms.

4 By Order of the Prop.
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This slgn, numerously displayed In the
corriflors of & swell uptown “hbtel, where
such warning had never befere been ex-
ploited, Imparted a sudden shock to the
overwronght nerves of young Mr. Hawkins,
thongh he was expecting something of the
kind. He blushed gulltlly and muttered
to himeelf:

“They've gone and done It efter all,
more 8 cent brenkfasts’

And the wretehed gentleman groaned
aloud 1a the angulsh &f Wiz spleit,

“T knew thowe Clovefont Farm satsages
world betray us sooner or later,” Mr. How-
kins added «lsmally, as ho hastened back
to the room to consult with Mrs. Hawkins,

They were but recently merriod, and m
the Mt glad outburst of enthusinsm over
the blissful state in which he found hilm-
gelf, Mr. Hawking had tnken a $40 per
week sulte, withour meals, in the aforesald
swell botel. THut hlz salary wns hardly
equul to the finencial steain ocensionad by
the mnumierous expensive efceterns, so at
the end of a few, wheks the couple Legan
to hedge, s It were. !

s business kept him at the office until
midnlght or later, and, ts a notural ge-
quence, the Hnwkinses remained 1o bed
untll noon o t!.ter By thls diplomatle stroke

No

they elnded
breakfnst at the
hotel, but there

was a gl more
expensive lunch-
eon that might
answer for (he
matutinal meal
staring Mr. Haw-
Lking In the fnce.
DMnner they felt
constenined to
ke L order not |
to forfeit the|
ronm  fritnchlse,
and, Deslides, it
was absoltely
ngeessary to @p-

Elpren Eggal!!
penr ut table onte a day or no one would
Efiow they even llved In the swell hotel:

On a dark and storiny nlght well fitted
for the evil deed, Mr. Hawklns smuggled a

does mot offend me In the least, T assure
vou,”

Hut the obllging gentleman ¢ld rvpnrﬁ nt
the offlee. The proprietor called up next
day to personsily Invostigate the complalnt
of Mr. Huiwkina, and found that diplomatic

| gentlemnan frying & large pantil of snusages

on the gas stove.

The Hawkinges wonld quit the hotel this
very day, but e has had the room papered
to minteh her edmplexion, and they cannot
well leave on that account,

CHARLES DRYDEN.

PRIVATE THEATRICALS.

“And how did your amateur theatricals
go off 1" asked the girl In thewelvetr hat.

“Beaurifully," =ald the girl In the cor.
duroy frock, “er—of conrge they were not
quile professional, you Know.'

“Ohy I'm sure they were much more
original than thar,” said the givl In the vel-
ver hat, T was slmply dylng to come, tut
I lhod soch a beadache.”

“Why, your sister said It was a sore
throat,” suld the girl In the corduzoy
frock, suspiclously.

“Both, dear,” sald the girl In the ve?
vet hat, hastily, *“she dldn‘t walt to jis-
ten fo all my symptoms. But do tell me
all about It"

“Y ghall, In the first place, we had such
8 Hme selecting a4 play. You see. every-
body wanted a star part; I sald nothlng
at all myself. The manager s engaged to
my sister, andl I knew he wouldn't dare
t3 glve e a subordlunte part. Oh, and
my gown"— -

“Yea, but how dld you finally artnnge
it alout the play?”

“0h, we declded to 't eacli one rearrauge
hla or her own part, then we fonnd that
we had taken so long In selecting a play
taul we had only tlne for two or thres re-
hearsdls. Aw for my gown, it"—

N, whnat kind of a part dld they give
Therese "

“She was to be the mald, but she sald she
wonldn't blasken her fuce to please any-
bedy. Everybody took sides, and the
whole thing was about to go to pleces
when a brilllant Idea occurfed to me; I told
her thet she eould make it a French maid

| it she Hked."

gas stoye Into the sulte, concealed beneath

the folds of hip mackiutosh.
other arm he earrled a paper bag contaln-
Ing eleven egge—the grocer had robbed him
—and 1n the cavernons pockets of Mr, Haw-
kins's appare]l lurked divers ecooking mnten-
glls, provisions and some butter 1o which
to fry the eggs. The paper bug he placed
on the ooter window ledge, fourth foor
front, and the family went to bed drenming
of a cory, Inexpensiva littla brenkfast In
thelr own room nt noon the next day.

But encly In the morning n blizzard raged
alang the avenue, seeking what It might de.
vour. The paper bng on the windowsill
withstood the onslaught untll nearlty noon,
whien Its feeble strength gave way, and—
and, woll, the eleven eggs exploded with
dire, aaflron-hued resolis on Lthe white mar-
ble stoop of the swell avenue hotel. Thafiks
to the power of the
wind, which wafted
the~eggs out aof
thelr trus courss,
the Hawkinses es:
caped susplelon.
“INy saUsEges ex-

C‘IQY'

/i

" plode ke  that
when they fall
from a window?’
Mrs. Hawkins
asked _tm dis-
cournged accents,

The Climas. _
*No, ludeed." replied Mr. Hawkings, learn-

eflly. *“That's a splendid idea. We'll try
some of the Clovefoot Farm. They're de-
lelong, Can you codl sausages?”

Mrs. Hawking enid of eotirse she oould,
and that nizht the husband smuggled In a
package of the Juicy links.

ST think we bed better stop up sl the
orieks in the doors and transoms to prevent
the fumes from escaping Into the hall’"
suid Mr, Hawklius next morning.

“So do 1" =nld Mres. Hawkins,

“Rut you must remove the swppnges 'be-
fore the chambermald comed In."'

ll“.luq"'

“ghe might think we've been trring to
asphiyxinte oursclves.”

“Wihiat, with fried sausages?' said Mrs:
Hawkins. And they both hinghed mereily.

The breakfast wos W deliclous’ Hitle uf-
fulr, with codoa and buns supplementury
to the sausnges, and the Huwkinses figured
the entirs cost of the menl ut elght cents,
Fot & week the couple révelled In sausages,
with an oceasional sllee of pungent, but
suceulent, bacon. Then the gullty con-
science of Mr., Hawking fmpetled him to
spring a hluff on the gentleman who roouterd
direetly above. They met in the hall, woul
Mawkins, assuming an expression of f{o-
fonse disgust, eaid:

“gir, haven't you notieced n besstly odor
af cooking somewhere In this part of the
house?!

YWhy, no, teplied the gentleman. I
haven't noticed it, but I'll report at the
offler and hinve them Investignte.'

“Please do not go to that trouble,” has-

Under thej

“The only trouble
was that the audisnos
didn't seem to recog-
wigo Bim.”

“Good: and did she '

“She dli et the first relhearsal, asha
she
the
and she

but
wanted to wéar a lot of jewelry, so
changed o a German peasant dress;

digloet wns too herd, however,
finally did It as a Japanese girl.”

“And did she make a success?”

“Sie thinks so, 8he was nbout to go on
the stage in that dress and with a palr of
high heeled slippems. T told her, while we
were In the wings, how badly they looked
and she actually kept everybody walting
while ghie weint all over town to get a palr
of Jopaoege shoes. Yes, and the others
all aetnd as I It was my fauit for putting
the idea into her hend! ©Obh, my gown
was''—

“Yes, and bow did the leading man get
along "

“ph, very well, excapt that he was so
frighiened that he persplred so that hig
mustiche would keep coming off: he did
the third aet without it. Saidl that a cou-
ple of hiurs were supposed to elapse be-
tween the gecond snd third acts, anyhow,
and that wonld have been long enough for
tlie hero to go to the barber and havs It off.
Qlever of Wim, wasn't it? The only trouble
was thit the audlence didn't seem fo recog-
nize  him without the mustache, and
seemed to think that the herolne was mur-
rying apother man.'

“People ars so stupld, aren't they? 1
nuderstand that Maud took the part of an
old womnn, How'—

“Yeu; she was the hero's mother, and she
difl it In & white frock with blue rib-
bong and her hatr bralded down her back,
and the audience laughed 8o that the man-
nger had to go before the eurtnin and an-
nounee that the hero was only an adopted
gon, fiyhow. It did sesm hard to me that
pcﬂple were not willlng for Maud to look
young once ln her life, But I must tell
yon about my gown; it"—

“ON, do tell me, had you & large Andl-
ancn " e

“\.’erfy; we gave all our friends tickets,
you know. The odd thing was that all of
us notleed so many of our ememies In tha
front scats”
O, well,
bow, s0"'—

“yes, and I dldn’t care who saw me
that night. My gowan was the lovellest
thing you ever saw. Such a fit, and in-
deed it ought to have been, for the dress-
miker nlmost made it on me 1 was B0
exhnusted from belng ficted that I milssed
two of the three rehearsals, but that
dldn't really ‘matter, for I took a lot of
lessons In  elocutlon,
dressed to perfection on the evening of
tiia performance, top, I could see thar I
made an lmpresslon as soon as I stepped
on the stage.'’

“You must let me sep your phtographs:
of course, you hnd some tsken In your

it was a ‘charity affalr, any-

dress, I'm sure you mide n great suc-
E&S_ﬂ."

“I—1 ‘should have, but for one little
thing."

“f don't spe what that could h:v& been,
when your dress"—

tily excluimed Mr. Hawkine, who saw it
| he had mindsé a horrible break, 'Tha woilor

L [
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o1 couldn’t remember a single wnrﬂ of |
my partlt .mam ARMSTRONG.

and had my haly

Gaught in the
Metropohtan wmn

“Did I ever tell you BIN Wlmeler's gond
Joke on Joe West?' remarked the Western
jman.  “Ne? Well, Wheeler thought it the

funniest thing he ever heard of, and the
firat time he reinted the story it took nearly
an hour, the laughter choked him so,

“1 was with a party of prospeclors that
hnd enmped on a bend of the Glla in
Southern Arlgona, when one evening BHI
Wheeler rgde over from Peter's Ranch to
tell oo the Joke on Joe West.- The cow-
puncher was simply bubblng  over with
merrlment, and we hed to glve him a paic
of drinks hefore be econld proceed.

“ “This here West rldles up to the ratech
and allows be enn gubdue any henst what
wore a elneh," Mr. Wheeler observed, and
then  plungeq Into a At of langhter fit to
strangle him. '"“No cow pony what ever
bucked kin make me ent dust: so trot ont a
rip-snorter apd watch me humble him bad.™
The hands was workin® with some wicked
buckers, and when Pete Bmith rode up on
his little buckskin benst Joe West remarks
that there Is lis meat. SEmlth lovites West
to tnke a catitet, secln’ he knows #9 much
about Lorses, and politely tnrns the burks
skin pony over to him.* '

“Here the humorous Wheeler had an-
other attack of laughter, but the joke was
evidently so good that we walted patient-
Iy," the Western mnn explainéd. 'Then
Wheelar continned:

* “That pony steod llke he was asleap
when Joe Wast first straddles him, und Joe
Ilnughs scoirnful. Then he gives the critier
a dlg with his spurs, and the pony turis
loose a sideshow all on Lls own netount.
He reared, bucked und enpvorted iike a
ghost dancer, with West a hangin' on
despernte, and then; all at once, the pony
took the DI aud bolted.

* ‘Pirat, he wakes a stenlght shoot for &
hundred yards, and then stops ‘guick.
That's where the fuony Joke comes in.
West, he keeps on golng, and after whirllug
twice hit the solld esrth In a heap. When
we renched Im," continued Wheeler
In 8 seream of merriment, "West's neck is
broke and he dles without knowing 182"

The black and white cat that makgs her
home o the County Court House should
hove a gold medal for berple econduet in
saving lives. Janltnr Patrick Kane ls ber
reputed owner. Bhe s sleck-conted apd
well-fed, but not at nll amlable. This
snturning econditlon of temperauient was
brought sbout, it I8 sald, by her diet. It
ls slleged that Tabby knows a [ot about
numerous afdayits In divorce proceedings
‘that have mysteriously Qdisappearad; Jan-
ftor Kane says the car ‘Is an epicure, and
only devours legal manuscripts that con-
taln rich and spicy matter.

A allort time ago the Eteam ‘plpes by
which the court house s heated gof oup of
order and it became necessary to  build
a fire in the Mrnace o the bagement. The
furnace had not been uzed for a long time
and the dvor stood open. The eourt honse
eat had sgelectied the Interlor g5 o coxy and
eomfortable lowe, Bhe Nhad established
herself there without Janitor Kune's
knowledge  or consent. ;

He gtarted to Lidld the  fire, ﬂ'!ll![ hnd
Just lgnited a pile of kindllngs when the
cnt rushel up and feaped through the blaze
Info the firance. The janitor jumped back
in’ pmazément. In & nioment the ent re-
AppeiToed; with a ltfle spotted kitten in hor

__mn-uth Bha dropped it on the floor and
‘hurried back Into the flery Imcrlﬁr, ngain

returnlng with ‘a Eliten, Four Infanp tab-
bles were carried out In thla way., Then
the Junitor on examination found ‘that
all of the kittens had been saved.

The life-saver was well singefdl, her eye-
luwhes were goné and her ears were hils-
tersl.  But ghe was n herolne just the
eame, and ghe now has a comfortable box
fllled with straw Iin ome corner of the
basement,

The ralling of the brldge creakad an the
prisoner leaned hls mammoth ‘rotundity
agiinat 1. “Me lud," be wheezed, I
‘aven’t hanythink to say agin the bossifer's
rharge of belng drunk, but hit's the Gord's
truth that I 'nven't swigged a blessed drop
for six months,.™

“Not touched lguor for slx months, eh?"

1 beg your parding, me Ind,” bhe gurgled
“T didn't say as "ow I ‘adn’t teehed Hekers
T sed 1 "ado’t swigged s drop, me Ind.”

“Oh, den‘'t ‘me lud' me” snapped the
Magiutrate. *“What are vou—a Britlsher?
What's your ynme, snywuy " L

“Me name ls ¥nry Orkilns, mhe—yonp
wuship, and I'm a Henglishman,™

“Well, Henry, I shiouldn't have thought It
What's your busitiess?” i

“Your wuship, T'm n beer himprover,'t
enid the prisomer, shifting his bulk from
ong leg to another, *“hund hit's wot you
might cdll a purfeshun by hocoldent. Has
you gee, I'm orful full of *ahit, Hover in
the hold keutvy T was o hunder hut-elor
on board a P. and Ho, steamer to Hinly,
but I got that blessed fat that I couldn’t
atnnd the 'eat, 8o 1 hemlgrated to this ‘prn
kentry, The very fust berth thut I ROt Wias
In p brewery o openin’ of ‘op bales. Thise
dolys after I'd got mwe berth I started to
take a4 short cut across o plank hover n
vat that was arf fall of beer, when, strollie
me bugly, hif the bloomin® plank dda't
break, and hin with & splawsh I fell into
the beer. Well, hafter I'd hollered bloody
murder for' arf an bour the boss come
halong and pulled me hout with a derrlok
Your wuahlp, hit'a the gorspel truth, I wag
that bloemin', blazin' boozy from my beap
bawth that 1 didn't know my weskit from
& door-knoh.”

“Whoen I was called hup to the Cap+
th's  horfis on  Satnrday,” continued
the prisoner, ‘T went In all of a
tremble, lolke one of them ‘ere jelly flah,
doncherno,. When I got hinside the norfs
there wns no one there but the Boss. ‘I'm
afrald,’” ses "e, ‘thut you're too' fat for gouw
Job, and 'm a-goln® ta glve you Hdnothern
I'm n-going to pay you twenty dollnre &
week to go and, fall*into thut there same
vat of beer hevery Saturday bevenink.'

""Whint for?" asked the Magistrate, 1

“Your wnship,” suld  the  prisoner,
“from wot I ‘ears aid from wot I kuows,
stow my bloomin® hopfics If the s@loons
keopers Athan got that ‘ere beor didn't
doubly their horders. Seems as 'ow hit "ad
ao much body to 11"

_ “8g youw've heen dein' the tumble aot
once 4 week over since, eh¥' o

*“Yes, your wuship, and Pve been hintoxl-
cated most of the folme—wot you might
cull a habsorption grmnk, donchernoed™”

“Well, yon might, Henry,” sald the Mag-
tsgrite, with a snifle, “but T should eall It
A slx monthis' soak. Flye dollarg, Henry.™

Good Prospects,
[5t. Loois Post-Dispatob.]
Cloveland, Onrlidle & Wilson s o law firm will
ot bo nble to serve the éorposhtions so well as
| they lnve served them in thelr affivinl enpaoity
nt Washington, though ihey are m«sﬂm .
pm; pul ol udtppmﬁm m y




