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J There Is revealed in the discussion
PROSPECTIVE of the gas problem the need of a

q^S strong, honest city commission with
the full power and duty of securing

LEGISLATION. and publishing the fullest reports
P

I annually of every detail of the re-
^

celpts and expenditures of thes6 quasi-publio monopolies
of light and street car transportation. No one discon-

Kected with thes<} companies seriously doubts the legality
and wisdom of fsuch publicity. The only claim usually

g
heard against i'c is that the time is not yet ripe for it, ^
which simply means that the people are not supposed to

^
be strong enongh to exert their legal rights. The sooner

^
a. test is madf, of this the better. A temporary defeat for

^
the people squarely on this issue will be most fatal ultimatelyfor the victors, developing:, as It certainly will, '

the demand for public ownership of any monopoly of
Situation *nat in private hands is more powerful than
the St- ,e,

1

bill before the Legislature promises this publicity
to the gas companies, which is more important in its

a
tiltimate bearings than even a reduction of twenty-flve
cents in the price, for publicity would furnish a safe

guide for further wise legislation. Senator Cantor and
^

Representative Laimbeer, however, have agreed to embodythis provision, together with public control of the
^

chemical quality as well as the candle power of the gas
a

and the action of the meters, in their otherwise excellent
a

till.
The people, however, will have to be on their watch

a

Rgainst all such dangerous provisions as Assemblyman
a

Dudley has introduced in his bill for a State Gas Comr
mission. After giving such a commission many useful ,d
powers of investigation, and the right to prevent the con- ^

6truction of any new competing plant, this bill reads:
^

"The commissioners shall not give publicity to such in-
^

formation, contracts, agreements, lists or other engagements,if, their judgment, public Interests do not
s

rrqnire it, or the welfare and prosperity of such corc<
yorationn in the State might be thereby Injuriously

v»
«ffected." Yet this commission, by the bill, is to be given ^
legislative and judicial powers to fix a reasonable price

p
of gas, electric light and water in all private plants in

^
the State. In other words, like the Massachusetts Gas

s
and Electric Light Commission, in this particular, which f
is its great and almost fatal weakness, the proposed New
York State commission would be empowered to give prkc-

^
tically legislative and court decisions without levealing (l

the evidence on which it acted. Such anomalous and star

chamber proceedings must be fought to the death. ^

The purpose of Mayor Strong and n

STEALING the Park Board to give the Metropol- ^

^ itan Traction Company a slice of n

union square is in eixect a yiaxi lur a

PUBLIC PARK. the encouragement of manslaughter.
4 Br iP Because this corporation has been n

killing and maiming citizens daily at " Dead Man's £>
Curve " the authorities propose to take a piece of the peo- ti
pie's land and turn it over gratuitously to the offending
company. There is no suggestion that the corporation 0

BhaU spend any of' its own money.except the comparai.ely trivial amount involved in moving the tracks. Upon n

the people the real cost of Remedying the engineering
blunder committed when Dead Man's Curve was planned tl
is to fall. d

The project is absolutely preposterous. There are many n

ways in which the dangerous curve can be done away s

with without mutilation of the park. The tracks could be e

carried for a block down University place, or, if the com- c

pany is determined to cling to the Broadway route, part
of the property at the southwest corner of Broadway and tl
Fourteenth street could be acquired by condemnation s

proceedings and tracks carried diagonally through it. p
This would be expensive to the Traction Company, no f(
doubt, but the people are not to be asked to surrender a

large part of a public park in order that the dividends of
a street railway company may not be diminished.

It is scarcely probable that this wholly indefensible
scheme will survive the publicity it has already received.

The curious complication of the ,' is
INTERNATIONAL Cretan question is no whit nearer so-

^
T-r-»A/-^i lution than it was when the dramaTRAGI- , ,t. ^ g

opened with the sudden and fierce
COMEDY. ebullition of the Greeks a week ago. ^

I There is something almost humorous
in me strut ana Diuster 01 tne powers at tne nrst, in tne

;
curious game of cross-purposes which they have been fr

playing, in the vacillation and uncertainty which have
marked their policy. The threats fulminated against
Greece, in case of their persistence, have mainly evap- u
orated in smoke, and the Greeks have pressed forward
apparently willing to defy a world in arms to gain their d
ends. t.

It is not difficult to see that the Greeks, who, as a ^
race, possess a sagacity worthy of their more distin- u
guished ancestors, are quite cognizant of the deep sym- p
pathy with them on the part of the peoples of Europe. ^
The Governments of England, France and Italy especially.however they may profess a public policy consist- a
ent with the antiquated notion of keeping Turkish dominion"in statu quo," are quite aware of the passionate lr
sentiment of their respective peoples in favor of Greek's tI
ambition in the existing Imbroglio. True, this is largely G1
sentimental, exactly as the wave of public impulse was 0]
which took Lord Byrcn to Greece, and which ultimately
armed Europe to crush the Turks at Navarino. But after
all sentiment is a tremendous factor in politics, once it is th

fully aroused. The statesmen of the parliamentary Governmentsof Europe are quite conscious that they will m

have to reckon with the makers of power in the electorateif they enforce action unfriendly to the aspirations of o,
the Hellenes. m

The Greeks, then, are not taking heavy odds in disregardingthe threats of the powers. The Emperor of Germanyis the only sincerely hostile factor in the complica- ju
xions, 11 ine many conirauiciory anu coiuusing reports
can be analyzed at all. With him wounded vanity, the

pride of the imperial peacock, that he, as one of the great
powers, should be flouted bv the little game-cock of the

ai
Aegean, seems to be the aggravating cause. The Kaiser
has been anxibus to blockade the Piraeus, even, out the

proposition was snubbed by Lord Salisbury.
It is, of course, quite possible that at any moment H

V/UiiU licLS MCUii aw vsu*j <M »,uukCl ICU Vl-HCO-i. U»aj

come concerted action inimical to the Greeks. But this
will occasion much greater surprise throughout the civilizedworld than to see Crete either made autonomous or

handed over to the Hellenic Government. It may ba t"
safely set forth that the action of Russia will determine
le end, or will go farthest in defining the exact policy to
i pursued by the powers. And it is not easy to believe, in C1

te of late sinister rumors, that Russia will take action
hostile to Greek ambition. Of .4 the rowers, she H

J most intimately related to Greece. To ^Ose as a

nemy she will needs violate all the ties of dynasty, n

gion, history and gratitude.

Captain Alfred T. Mahan, who hs

CAPTAIN MAHAN lately been placed on the retired lis

ON NAVA' °Ur navy' *s ^cognized at hoir
and abroad as an expert of the higl

PREPARATION, est authority on naval questions, e

pecially in their relations to nation
olicy. The remarkable book, "Sea Power in History
y which he attracted the attention and admiration
he world a few years since, has been followed by otfti
tudies in the same direction scarcely less pertinent ar

iluminating. The article from his pen in the current i
ue of Harper's Magazine on "Preparedness for Nav
Var" will be read with great Interest, as it enforces tl
resent needs of our own naval system. This subje'
as engaged the practical and theoretical attention
he country for the last ten years to a degree not su

assed by any other public question. What he has wri
en there will be received with the deepest respect.
As a student of naval history. Captain Mahan expanc

he thought that defensive tactics are totally insufficiei
a effective war; that shore batteries and fortification
rith all the subsidiary help of submarine mines, do rii
nswer the ultimate purpose. The object of war is
rhip the enemy ruthlessly and relentlessly, and this ca

nly be achieved by the aggressive policy in strateg
'or example, it is of the utmost importance to have a cil
ke New Tork amply protected by big-gun batteries ar

orpedo beds. But, as a factor in the object of war, thei
gencies have their value mainly because they leai
eets free to seek the enemy at sea and destroy hi
wherever found. In his "Sea Power in History" tl
uthor emphasized the truth that one-half of Great Bri
in's tremendous effectiveness at sea, ever since she flr
ose to prominence as a naval power, lay in her unifor
aring in seeking her foes and never waiting for them.
orcing battle, even at odds. To win battles and crus

he hostile force is the only raison d'etre of war once

? declared. -I - :

In summing up the elements which constitute nav

twns-th in thnsn rplatinns which necnliarlv affect Amer

an needs, the author calls particularly attention to tl
uman factor. So far as officers are concerned, our na\

5 magnificently' equipped. Its personnel cannot be su

assed In the world. But a different story must be told
he enlisted force, on which the fighting power of a w;

hip so largely depends. It is a well known fact that tl
srce* with which our ships would needs be manned in cai

f a sudden war is lamentably deficient in number ar

uality. Captain Mahan propounds it a serious proble
to provide in sufficient numbers upon a sudden call tl

ving agents, without whom the material is worthless
le goes on to say:
"Such men in our day must be especially trained; ar

ot only so, but while training once acquired will not I

rholly forgot.stays by a man for a certain time.
evermeiess cenus constantly to urup on iiuiii mm. j-uj

11 habits, it requires continued practice. Moreover,
ikes quite a long- time to form, in a new recruit, n(

lerely familiarity with the use of a particular weapo:
ut also the habit and working of the military organizf
ion of which he is an individual member."
The author seems to recognize in the American lac

f well-trained working crews for our ships and nurserii
rhence they could be easily drawn one of the cryir
ecessities of our navy. How this can be obviated Y
oes not tell us, except in partial degree by lengthenir
he term of enlistment. He seems to have but little con!

ence in the naval reserve system, except for the use

panning shore batteries, doing torpedo work, and po
ibly serving as crews of commerce destroyers. In tl
ssential work of sea-fighting the regular force aloi
ould be considered.
Captain Mahan's paper is full of interesting sugge

Ions and will be read by the laity as well as by profe
ional naval people. While he does not solve any of tl
roblems he propounds, to have them so clearly set b
ore us Is a most useful fact.

«

As a result of the steel rail war,

A REDUCTIO wftich the highly protected iron ma

ters fell to wrangling and then cu

ting each other's throats, nearly $2<
ABSURDUM. 000,000 worth of business was plac<

on the books of the partners of tl

ite pool In five days' time. Considerably more than
lillion tons of rail were ordered, and of this great aggr
ate 100,000 tons go for export. Only a few weeks ago tl

ry was clamorous that no profit could be insured at le
ran $26 per ton. Yet how eagerly all the manufacturir

entry have sprung into the breach to gobble all the orde:
ossible at anything over the limit of $17. It is author

itively stated that the orders taken under the fallen ra

ill keep the Pittsburg mills running for a year, tl

Western mills for three-quarters of a year, and the Eastei

lills for several months.
It is not to be supposed that the steel magnates a:

oing business for philanthropy, to keep their men fro:

re poorhouse, or even to save their machinery from tl

eterloration of disuse. Having made millions of dolla:

nder a practical trust system, coddled by Governmei

rotection, their eagerness to do business on a basis s

tuch reduced clearly affirms how unnecessary has bee

le system under which they have fattened. Large sal*

t a small profit in a world's market, with no local restri<
on on the free interchange of products, are sure to t

i the near future the basis of American trade. The tllui

ation of the shattered steel rail pool and its results is or

it of many facts which converge with great directness 1

ne conclusion.

Mr. Thurston's failure to have his law partner appointed 1

.0 Federal bench must be quite discouraging to him. He wl
> compelled to try his railway cases before a judge who wl

ake his own decisions.

A Kentucky man brained his father with an axe because I

>Jected to his marriage. Notwithstanding this vigorous trea

ent, there Is going to be a lynching instead of a wedding.

In reply to the Joint note of the Powers, the Greeks will t
stifled in claiming that the suggestions it contains are sadly 01

Joint with the advantage they hold.

Governor Plugree'a campaign against the railroads will be sui
rovlro tho thoorv that lie Is fievpml difFfirpiif kinds of fin A'

chlst.

If ho cored to be accurate, Mr. Davicl B. Hill would have sa

int there is nothing In the future of the Democratic party f<
i!!.

If the Emir of Xupe will but join hands with Liliuokalani, 1
ill be sure to llnd the vaudeville business quite lucrative.

Chicago's warring biscuit companies will sooner or later regr
> loss of the dough they are now squandering.

The presumption Is that the, Turk who Is massacred by
irlstian stands a much better show in the hereafter.

Dr. Depew is not so bad as his enemies would have ur "Wiev
e never stoops to the Scotch dialect story.

n CASEY'S ESTIMATE
s" OF CLEVELAND.

"I see bo th' daily priss," said Casey,
ls backing toward tlie stove and clasping his

hands under his apron, "I seo be th' daily
priss that Grove is comln' back to us

ie waust more. Niver moind lukkin' over th*
7- curtain, man," he went on. The diversion
g_ was caused by Officer Mullen's attempt to

peer out into the driving snow. "Ye're as

safe here as though ye were in the inspfcthor'spockert. The roundsman will
of find plinty av wurruk at the station house

Er the night. Long since it kim undher me

notice that wanst a polisman is taken off
a beat his hilth bekims thruly feminine in

s- its dilllcacy, th' fragility incrasin' as he
al makes the higher grades. Be th' time he

have an inspicthorship he'll not shtir a fut
fr'm th' station house av a wit night unlis3

ct it's in a coopay wid both windnhs shut.\
of "Who 1b this Grove, you were tailing
r_ about?" asked Mullen, returning from the

door and resuming Ills seat by the fire.
"Who's this Grove you were talking about?
Is it Billy Grove, that 'blew the goph' at

is Yonkers?"
^

" 'That blew th' Goof 'at Yonkers,"
s

echoed Casey. "Will ye listen to that
now! 'Tis not chatterin' thieves' slang
that'll make ye a sargint, Jimmy Mullen!

to Naw, 'tis not Billy Grove th' bank robber.
in He's not due f'r eighteen mouths. 'Tis

Grove Cleveland I mane; th' whole wurruks
J" down at Washington. I knew urn will at
y Buffalo, Mullen.th' town they writ th'
id song about.an' I call him Grove fr'm early
3e habit av th' days whin It was: 'Grove, me

re hoy, what wud It be?' an' 'Fr'm th' same
bottle, Emmett,' he'd say.

m
"Manny th' long mile av weary mud I ve

ie mashed with thousands av others as
t- crnzv b<j mesllf ahmit.ln':
St "Grover, Grover, foor years more av Grover.

"He have but a short three weeks comiu'
now, an' in common wld th' other pathinreots who sang an' shouted, I'm dom'd

>h glad 'tis no longer.
it "They say him an' Olney an' Carlisle

au' a mug be th' name av Uhl will

al be slndin' around ca-ards f'r a law

j office openin'. What iver his enlmles may
say av him they can't say Grover's no

good at his thrade. Divll a betther iver
'y hild his thumb In a sission law as he
r_ miscalled the statute to th' coort. Tls a

wondher he is f'r diplomacy, James Mullen.Whin he was a youug man, long beirfore he was Sheriff. I ^new he had the
ie makin' av a winner. He didn't do thim
3e in a rush like me fr'ind Fellows.God kape
^ him.nor did he have th' thrubblesome

habit av talkin' th' arrums off th' jury
m like old man Evarts. Not thus did Grover
re folley his proflssion, Mullen. He was no

> oraytor, nor was he what we iducated min
call a logician. His stren'th lay In bein'
foxy. That was his game, an' see where

l<^ It brings him.
ie "I mind th' case that first lid me to
it repose faltli in his future. Before that I

lukked upon him as th' merest dub av t
lawyer. Big Jim Finucan, an ingineer on

it th' Lake Shore, had his wages ga-arDtnishayed for a foar dollar boord bill. In
n thiin days what wid shpllttin' up cash

^
fare wid the conducthor an' doublln' th'
road, ingineers was riddy money. They
thought no more on their lives than Russell

:k Sage av a five cint piece, an' foor dollars
BS wid a passenger Ingineer was as the brith

on th' pane. But th' ga-arnlshay prociss
filled Finucau with rancor. Fr'm th'

ie round house he heads straight f'r Folsom
ig an' Cleveland's law office, hot as a burnt

boot. Finucan knew both min. an' he
. breaks into th' office widout sindin' In a

ca-ajrd.
K " 'Me pay's b'en tied up,' ne says, 'be
ie Bradley th' boordin' house keeper. I want
ie yiz to show th' criminal where he's wrong.'

" 'How much Is ut?' asks old man Fol-
s

soin.
" 'It's only foor dollars,' says Flnucan;

s_ 'it's not th' money I'm mindin'. I'd ped
le ut whin I lift his cockroachery after our

e. fight over whither Jack or game goes out
first whin Jack's turned, but i overlukked
ut in me haste."
" 'Thin ye owe um th' money,' says old

Folsom.
s- " 'I do, but what av it?' says Finucan;

'I'll pay fifty,' he says, 'to bate him out
av ut.'

^
" 'I'll bate um f'r haalf th' money.' says

Grover, movln' his fate down ft'm th'
ie disk. 'Gev me th' fwinty-foive, Finucan,'
a he says, 'an' ye'er Ase is as good as won.

e_ I'll bate Bradley as aisy as takin' a

dhrink.'ie*
4Go pay ye'er boord bill, Finucan, old

ss Folsom breaks in; 'no llvin' man kin win
th* cause. Don't ye See ye'er on a did

rs ca-ard, Grover?' he says.
i- " 'I'll thry this case mesiif, Oscar,' reteplies Grove. 'Av I wa-ant consultation at

anny tinie I'll notify yiz. Manetime gev
me the pa-apers, Finucan,' he says, 'not for11gittin' th' twinty-foive as an lvidince av

good faith. The case Is set f'r Saturdeh,'
re I see, he says, puttin' th' money in his

m pouch. 'Be at the Magisthret's at 0 o'clock
In th' mornin', an' I'll make a monkey av

ie ye'er frind Bradley,' says he.
S

"No sooner was Finucan out av sight
^ than Grover goes over to th' Justice av the
30 Peace.
n

" 'What's th' full amount, claim an'
costs?' asks Cleveland.

" 'Foor dollars f'r Bradley, three twintyL"folve f'r th' constable, an' me own fees
>e foor.tin.call ut th' aven 'livln dollars,
s- Grbver,' says th' Justice. 'I'll not be

)e ha-ard on ye'er cloint, an' I think th' constablehave fifty clnts over cha'arge annyway.Make it 'livln an' lave ut go ut ]
that.' 1

"Cleveland gev th' Justice th' dough.
to 'Now,' he says, -sind Bradley his foor dolIIln.a T' 1! h.ivn mtrl mo man Siat-nrdali ,

11 to have th' case dismissed.'
"Sure enough, Grover an' Finucan, an'

Finucan's friends was on hand. Bradley
ie had his stuff an' sted away.

t
" 'I now move the coort,' says Cleveland,

'that th' cause be dismissed, th' plaintuff
thrun out, an' th' defendlnt go hince widoutday. 'Tis unwillin' th' robber Bradley <

>e Is to luk a square man in the face,' he
it .says. 1

" "Tis so ordhered,' says the Justice.
" 'Ye'er Honor,' Grover goes on, 'will yea

re now gev me honest frind an' cloint a rnQ_lase on th' gn-arnlshay which is th' Lake
Shore road, so me man kin dhraw his
iiu-aru-earueu wages, ue saj», 111 suuic

havin' be'en tied up be th' civil machinationsav tills land pirate Bradley,' he says.
"I told ,ve. Flnucan, me b'y,' says Clove-

land, as they lift, 'I'd bate th' cuss as alsy
as breakin 'shticks.'

ie "Old Folsom said whin Cleveland shplit
out th' foorteeu he stood to th' good that
a man who cud make two blades av wheat
grow where wgn grew before had a janius
f'r th' law. Th' rif'rince, f'r no doubt
'twas a rif'rence, he med was too fa-ar f'r

a me, but I was wid th' old man In his conclusion.
"Tie a bitther night, Jamesey; will yez

e- jine me In a final bowl before I close np?"
EUGENE TRaOY»

Facts and Follies of the 400,
By Cholly Knickerbocker.

t
ANOTHER week and the ever industrious devil and the al

ways Impecunious dude will be struggling to overcome th
, disadvantages of Lent. These disadvantages are not du

to a tidal wave of religious enthusiasm, as some writers woul
it , have you believe, but to a restriction of opportunity and a lin
A itation of the field of action caused by the exodus of so-calle(

| rn people from New York at the approach of the Lenten seasor

[~u\ ^sVv. The easiest way to establish a reputation for piety is to g'
away from home during the^pious period

$. Then your neighbor can't keep tabs on you
L / 1 devotions, and your sackcloth and ashes ar

fp J $ not subjected to the critical inspection o

.Xyour immediate circle of friends. It is ver;

\ mV much less difficult for a New Yorker to t

\ f M£y^ ) serve Lent in Paris or London or Rome, o

X.T^lSVlf even San Francisco or St. Augustine, thai
ja3\ In New York.

vliS I<nvjSflifiJll n
'^lle ^evil an^ t^le dude are both full;

a [fV aware of this fact, and would be over

\ enjoyed to join the outgoing procession
\ But the former's engagements demand

p\ division of his attention and the latter'

I .(i*) \ 1 Ji f|j|'> \Y purse precludes the possibility of his pres
K ^ mBi<\ euce without the circumference of hi

^001} §im j^\\ *?.) credit. Therefore, we must have thes

uP\ \ ; \ two with us not only through Lent, bu

) > Li always. That they will find amusement

L*/ do not doubt. The less time society con

sumes in nction the more time it has fo
talk. Gossip ascends the throne when en

tertainment abdicates. And gossip is th
Companions in Lent. dude's delight and the devil's diversion.

If Lent does not bring with It the development of at least one social sensation I

will admit that I have misinterpreted the signs.
Owing to the fact that the ladies In charge of the Bradley Martin ball tableau*

a 4.1,^ nlnhiroc n n H tn wlthhnlfl tlia nnmna c\f
nave seen nt to announce tne tines uj. .. . .

the people to be exhibited, speculation is
rife as to the identity of the participants _

In this rehash of the season's most sensatlonalfunction. Much curiosity is expressedas to whether or not Mr. Otho
Cushing Is to be one of the exhibits. Mr. / M
Cushing Is the young gentleman who ap I j -gjZrzs&KT ft
peared as the falconer and startled the enAII
tire assemblage by the versimilitude of his jj
costume to the ancient print from which if
It was copied. The Four Hundred-is a bit I j ^ ® i ."*»
rusty on falconry, and therefore when Mr. i j vt jj (.
Cushing hopped Into the Waldorf ball room , I \ JJ j / f Jj
with a falcon on his arm and apparently \ | \ \\
nothing on his legs there was almost a Vj \ \\ \ JVv' ' H?
panic- \ IV & U

If a place In the tableaux has been as- I\signed to Mr. Cushlng, and I think he Is ^ \\A y-.rworthy not only of a place, but a whole \ I
frame to himself, would respectfully sug- \ 1 I'/ //SL.
gest the addition of a lamp shade, or some- J^JsfiMthing of that sort, to his costume. The/-Mirierlaws governing theatrical performances are V^Tt ^ '
stricter thnn those regulating fancy dress \ pT J f jballs, and the place where the tableaux are W / / I
to be shown is in the police precinct of r IJ ^Captain Chapman, who may recover from I f \
his nervous prostration before next Friday, J I I \
the date of the show. In making this sug- /)
gestlon I am sure that I shall have the ap- [/proval of every person who will take the
trouble to examine the accompanying illus- Two f igures in Costume.
tuition, represents Mr Gushing as he appeared at the Bradley Martin ball and
as ou ave him appear if he is to take part in the tableaux. There is only a
lampshade of difference, but it is necessary.
r-1'Y Yt fadS tllUt ^ave cr°PPed out among the chappies, the funniest is that of

tj

" ' "0U,' ' ^ ^as '^nown *n ^ all Street, in the days of his adolescence, as "Bad
oy 'a die. ibis sobriquet was bestowed upon his because his dabbling in stocks

wont t0 cause much distress to his father

Jv*and that concerns us now. In his h'andsonn

^°of constructed one of tliefinest soda water foun
tains that money could buy. It is full:

W^oV equipped with all the accessories necessai-:

./ "'CyCu ZJj t0 tlie ljusiness ot Irrigating the Sahara ol

X .^O^.schoolgirl thirst, and I am credibly informed

j |othat only cut glass n nd silver are tolerated ir

J I' I f'such a fountain as

3-~||* \J..| would fill with envy tht

proprietor of the most pretentious drug (|l J
When Mr. Gould returns from his / /v r*1"'

dally toil, his first act is to rush to his J l\ \ \M\
soda fountain and refresh himself. / I ] \ / \ | \ \
When people come to visit him, the first [ I \ J \ 1 \ i

thing done to entertain them is to ex- I V \j sg\
plain the mechanism of his favorite toy. , trr*" \
When time hangs heavily on his hands, L ,j \
ne invents syrups, ana wnen nis cniraren 'iHU 1VMH1'
are nervous and Irritable, be sootheB J
them with the song of the syphon. /

So fond is Mr. Gould of his fad that / f A
he will not permit any one else to oper- j \<&&J
ate the machine when he is at home. ' L. irt)ja
His greatest joy is to range his friends
In front of the marble slab and play the *"

?art of a soda water jerker. Xo music The Fizzing Fad of Edwin Gould.
s so sweet to him as the fizz of the fountain,no sight as satisfactory as the foam on the glass, no gratification so keen as the
realizatiou that he has filled each visitor to overflowing. It is a funny fad, and some

vould-be funny people might pretend to so e in its continual dilution a sign of heredity,but I am not of these.
Dudedom is not especially agitated over the approach of the dog show, which will

jpen in Madison Square Garden td-inorrow. There is a natural antipathy existing
between dogs and dudes. They are deadly
"Irnlc WHcn mfl<lamni«pllp fomllPK FidO
little Reggie sulks, and when Reginald reeelvesattention Fido becomes furious. It
often requires the physical Intervention of "J M>Mk
the mistress of the dog to prevent open * "y
hostilities with the dude. Even then peace '

^
*/J^ V

s not restored. There is a ceaseless system L X. ([
of bushwacking on both sides. Reginald {V V^~)\v.V.
takes every chance to kick Fido surrep- / XrK /]
titlously or to tread upon his tail, aud Fido fflf / (I® \ I\I
loses no opportunity to snap at Reginald's I / \i\ t

calves or to tear his trousers when his mis- I T \IV
tress is looking the other way. J I I ^ f
Hence it is that the dude fnrly hates the / V > \ I

dog show. He dotes upon the horse show. / \ \ I I

for the horse is really not in it, but he ; /\ jj j
can't stand the dog and the dog can't stand ft /\ ^1 /
him. Some day there will be a fight to a % J J
finish, and then we shall have fewer dudes
or fewer dogs. It don't matter which. '

Entertainment for to-morrow will be gen- ^
eral but quiet. The Southern Society win

celebrate Washingotn's Birthday as usual
by holding its annual banquet. Hospitality n p- 7
will be open-handed and patriotism will veaaiy iuvais.

overflow. The Metropolitan Club will throw its entire house open to ladies, who will
be permitted to take other ladies, but no men. H. McKay Townibly will entertain Dr.
Depew and some of the members of the V anderbllt family at his country place in
New Jersey, and a dozen or more unpretentious dinners will be given in honor of the
annivcrsay of the birth of the Father of His Country^

SPRING FEVER.
Now Martlus blows bis trumpet
A trifle In advance.

1- His music takes the crumpet
e And makes the baker dance,
e

q Despite the shrill elrocco
L. The organ grinder grinds,
j While blithe and nimble Jocko
u Goes dancing up the blinds.
3 The rumpty-tumpty tummer

Tunes up his tumpty turn,
r And still his wings the plumber
e t_ ^ ...

is piuuimg lor rue pjurn.

y The shanghai rooster's jumping
>- Along the garden bed;
r The farmer's gayly thumping
a The taurine quadruped.

y The crab that's called the hermit
Now grins with fun aglowHesoon will have a permit

a To munch Myrtilla's toe.
s E'en as the spry gymnotus

The poet puts on steam
8 And capers to the lotus
6 That caDers in his dream.
t
j The chippy's cheery chirple

Is heard within the tree;
r The pansy's pensive purple

Goes bumping down the lea.

8 The small boy in Chenango
The circus understands,

While dancing a fandango
Upon his freckled hands.

The cow may have the garget
When fragrant winds are blown;

The goat may be the target
Of brick and cobblestone.

The bard in his pagoda
By rosy fancy led,

Engulfs the "Scotch" and soda
To paint his visions red.

He flutters from his pulpit,
Of songful rapture full,

As sw'ft as o'er the bull pit
Cavorts the brindled bull.

These are the pictures glowing
That in our dreams we see

When March is blithely blowing
His trumpet fancy free.

Although a prescience soulful
Of robin-tootled June,

Our dreams should still be coalful,
To keep the stove in June.

For Spring's all topsy-turvy,
Like Fame's uncertain cup,

That knocks the moral scurvy
Right off the mental pup.

. The myrtled meadow, muttoned
And lambed, sets joy afloat.

' But keep securely buttoned
Your ulster to the throat.

Yea, let the furnace swallow
The coal and rip and tear;

This Spring Is all a hollow
Delusion and a snare.

R. K. MUNKITTRICK

M'MILLAN'S HUMOR.
>, There is humor in McMillan of a flavor

cloying sweet.
i It's perennial, to say the very least.

His suggestions for the cable for the curve

at Fourteenth street.
1 Proved a festive and an acrobatic feast.
He would run the cable straightway, would

McMillan the Grotesque.
* 'Twas a thought that was original and
1 rare.

Right across the rolling bosom of the green
7 so picturesque;
r And to do it he would murder Union
; square.

Oh. McMillan is so funny that his fun Is

very fine;
He's as funny as the monkey on the .*

stick,
! And some day it is quite likely he will

want to run his line
mi 1. 4.1.- ri...4. , nnnn fhn Hnu.
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ble quick.
He would run it through the chapel, he

would run It o'er the houseHe'sa joker from Ills ankles to his hair.
Oh, his humor bursts the buttons from the

bosotn of the blouse,
When the joker gayly jokes of Union

square.

Oh, McMillan! oh, McMillan! he should
cork his fun a while.

For he is so much more lively than the
lark

That he might forget his power and the
eltw dads beguile

Into yielding him the Bronx and Central
Park.

He would cut them Into slices on the rise
and on the fall,

And beside the Obelisk collect the fare-.
And then he might Old Trinity, likewise

the City Hall,
Hack serenely as he'd murder Unios

square.

Oh, McMillan! oh, McMillan! when his airy
fun's on tap

Is a symphony, a vision and a joy.
On the greensward of the fancy he can

flip the flippy-flap
With the lithe and supple graces of a

boy.
But he shouldn't be so funny in his prank-'

some airy flights,
For we're blinded by the coruscating

gln)e
Of the joking of the joker and his star bejewelledtights.
When the joker lightly jokes of Union

square.
R. K. MUNKITTRICK.

The Jesters' Chorus
"I wish I had been born a man," said the

young woman In the course of the controversy.

"Really," said the young man, "I think Adam

Is the only person on record who had that experience.".CincinnatiEnquirer.

"Henry!"
"Yes, Your Excellency."
"I am deeply Interested In the news from

Athens."
"Yes. sire, it is very Interesting news."
"It is, indeed, Henry. If the other nations

will oply keep their hands off we may see Turkeyget a thorough basting by hot Greece.".
Pittsburg Chronicle-Telegraph.
""

Charley," said young Mrs. Torklns, "I hope
you will never again reprove me for being slow

about getting ready to go with you to the
theatre. I'm not go bad as some people."
"What do you mean?"
"I heard you say last night that It took a gentlemannamed COrbett two or three years to get

In a pair of gloves.".Washington Star.

"My precious little"
At this moment the door opened and some one

came into the office.
"W'itb remarkable self-possession the man who

was sitting beside the pretty typewriter girl
proceeded:

"It's precious little money I am collecting
these days, and I need every cent that is comingto me. Please remit the amount of your
indebtedness without delay.'and oblige yours
truly. Got that down? . . . Well, sir, what
can I do for you?".Chicago Tribune.


