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"'while last year 20 per cent of scrip wns

» who some yenrs ago organized the Antl-
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' COAL UP FOR

A QUICK RUN.
Senator Lexow Asks for Help to Probe

This Trust “to the
‘Bottom.”

Duke, Who Makes 4,000,000,000 Cigarettes a

Year, Has *“a

Heap More” -of

Tobacco Stock.

F. B. Thurber, of Anti-Monopoly League Fame, Inflicts

a Long Eulogy of “Combines” on

the Committee.

*“It is the intention of this com-
mittee to investignte the so-called
Conl Trast to-morrow, The charge
has been made that the Conl Com-
bine is the most vicious that exists,
Certain newspapers aay it has raised
the price of coal, and the committees
idesives, in this formal manner, to
pince nt the disposal of such news-
papers as minlke these charges all of
‘its nunthority and its power of anb-
poenn, end it publicly requests that
where they have information re-
‘garding this combine they shall

to twenty-five stockholders or partners;
in the other four twenty-five to forty, and
In the Amerlean Tobacco Company there
are now between two and three thonsand
stockbolders.

‘*What parct of the businesa of the com-
any s transacted In New Jersey?'' asked
Segator Lexow.

“We have our general office there, and
a large amount of leaf tobacca stored
thepe. ™

“How many clerks are in the New
Jersey office?”

“1 really don't know. Secretar
Brown might not know, as I daon’t
think he exercises any jurisdiction

o 8
over the hooks, Auditor W, W. Har-

L

“In 1800 1t pald 10 per ceént; It was 12
i)er cent in 1801, 1502, 1868 and 1804: n
BO5 It was 9 per cent, 'Fnld in eash, and
thare was In addlition 20 per cent sorip
divided among the stockbolders.”

“And have vou a cash surplus?"’

“Yes, In 1805 we aceumulated a cash sur-
plus of $1,400,000." |

d';lh:t the stock on the market fAuctuat.
an

“We lLave nothing to do with that; that
iz done by Wall Street."

“But st obe rlme the stock was quoted
at 117 ‘and seventh months later it was
at 63, a fall of 54 per cent. and notwith-
atandlng  this you pald 0 per cent divi-
dend and accumulated a cash surplus, How
do yon expialn that?”

Doesn't Control the Siock Markeg.

““Wa have nothltig to-do with the stock
market, only that some people may have
s0ld their stock which made It go down.”

‘“Was not the drop Influenced by

& resolution not to pay the dlvidend?”
“No: that was done sfter 3 p. m,, after
the Stock Exchange was closed, mnd the
news was given o the newszpapers, so
that all the stockholders would have the

same chance after reading about It next
morning."”
“Whar proportion of the stoek of the

company is operated In o Wall Btrest?

“1 don't know any more than you do.”

“Don't you speculate in the stock
of your company ™

“I think that is 8 private matter
that whould not be inguired into.
I will say, however, that I have a
heap more of the stocrk now than
I had before,"”

“Isn’t that becarse yon sold when
it wapn at 117, and bought in all yon
conld swhen it was at 632"

“ T dldn't say that,”

The salt against the trust, brought In
XNew Jersey by Miller & Son, was then re-
forrad to, and Mr. Duke sald that the tes.
timany given by Mr. Park, of Park & Til-

when he gavae a long list of canslgpees
whose agreements had been revoked be-
cause they hnd eut prices or had handled
“apposition goods.'" He sald that list
WaH accurate.

Secratary Brown could not tell Assembly-
man Mazet how the stockhplders wera di-
vided ag to common snd preferred stock.

“How o you account for the flue-
tuntion in the stock!"”

“In no other way than as a re-
sult of the attneks on us—the law-
suits in New Jersesy and In Illinois,
the indictments in this city nna
these lrFls]ntlre investigntions.”

“And the petiton of the directors
in passing dividends?"

“y dan‘t%nuw that that had any-
thing to de with it. The directors
are all honest, trathful men."

Senator Lexow then ecalled for Francla
B. Thuarber, and when that entleman
witlked Torward, the enajrman anl

ment to the committee. Mr. Thurber sald
he ald, after unfolding a typewrittea docu-
ment, he sald he was presldent of the
Amerienn  Grocers’ FPublishing Company,
which issue a paper In the Interest of
grocers, and  partiedlarly retallers, He
then proceeded to read his statement. After
glving figures to _prove tbat the rallroad
pool had lesgened frelght rates, he zave
statistles to show that the comsumeg had
been' hepefited by the Ol and Sugar
Trusts. “He atfliled.

From Mr., Thurber's Statement

Tuese [llustrations are but types of many
in tha evolution of industrles, which is the
resnlt of the great farcea befors mentloned
and  which have revohitlonised the entire
economie sjtuation. That therw have besn in-
stances of hardship and Injustice attending
this revolution cannot’ be donbted, but it i=
equally certaln that the total results have
been bepoficial to the public at large ond to
the Interests of the laboring classes sspecinl-
Iy, who, constituta the majority. At some
stages I the evolution thls remark was per-
haps not rene,

The action of these forces was - so rapld
that men were thrown out of employment
faster than wants were created and Indus-

/

place it in the hands of this com-
mittee. »

“We make this request in the |
hrondest semse, and give our
powers, without reservation, to the
end that at no time hereafter can
any clalm bhe made that this com-
mittee failed to probe to the bottom,
The committee will subpoena such
persong ax it is able to Zet hold of,

urgently requests such per-,

as hnve made charges to pro-

¢¢ the proof of the charges. If

~nin proaof is not forthcoming it in

the fault of these persons, apd not
thai of this committee.”

By thus publlely annoupelog the pro-
gramme for to-dag—when the Trust Inves-
tigncibr Committee will end Its lubors so
far as the taking of- testimony goes—Sen-
mtor Lexow _opened the sesslon yesterday,

His manner was sevlous as he Instrocted
the stefibgrapher fo spredd Wis rewmncks
on the record, and be bectme move and
more Imnpressive ns he spoke of probing |
‘g the boltom™ the Coal Trust in the few'
bours  left at the committer's dlappsal,
afd threw the responsibllity for not reachs

" Ing thess depths on otber shoulders than

those of the lawmakera.
A tall) portiv. focid-foedd man ‘who had

| been piting ac a bix hlack ‘clgar—for he|
* wouldn't wr"any},h!sﬁf_: sifioke one of the

S U000 cigarettin - with  which  he
fianfds the country every year—was then
He Iz James B. Duke, |
president of the -American Tobaceo Cons- |
pany. He told of rhe capitnllzation of the!
voimipany, haw it bhad foroisbhed emuloyment |
for matfy more persons, and sald that the |
sompany’s books were all In New Jersey. |
* have n henp more of the stoek |
wiun I ever had hefore,” he ex- !
plained, but when asked if this wans |
becannse he hind sold his gtoek when |
it vwon nt 117—the figure 1t reached
on the maerkef and had bought It

Clargely when it had dropped to 63,

seven monthy later, he did not say.
He declined to answer when asked
if he speculated in the stock, saying
that wis & private matter. Butr the |
wvefusnl was as weighty os an admis-
xion with the committee.

©Alihough he tlilmed’ the company was
not @ mohopoly, I Whs ¥ profitable con-
eern. . On the $12,000,000'0f preferred stock'|
dividends of 8 per ceut are pald: om the |
rest, the £18.000,000 of eommon stock pags
dividends varying from § to 12 per eent;

distritiited ambng the stockholders and the
cagli stirping for 1800 was $1,400.000.

Br hls own rtequest Francis B, Thurber,

4;.-4—.-"—.—.—.—’-. R e I L O e e o o

Monopoly League. was permitted to make
n Starement. It was in the nature of n
glowing edlogy of trusts in genera], based
on My, Thurber's experience as o wholesala
grover. This led to a long, uninteresting
‘discusslon. In which every member of the
comimities, with the exeeption of Senator
Parsons, took papt. Mr. Thurber had n
fiberal supply of oplnlons, but he was some-
.what short on facts.

Attera few other witnesses had been ex-
amined—among them the puditor of the
Cignretta Trust, who admitted that the
New Jersey office of the company was prac-
tleally & nonentity—the commlittes declded
10 rest =0 s to prépare for the battle—its
last—aghinst the eoal barons.,

President Duke on the Stand,

When Mr. Duke topk the stand he sald
the* fot the five original compunles con-
¥ lated S10,000 of oupltal stock was

qaed, which was afterwand fmeredsed to
LB O00000. OFf this the Duke firm and

the Kinney Company, $4.095000, and the
Kimball and the Goodwin companies, $2,-
489,000 each. Authority has been given to
Anefease  the capltalization to  $35,000,000
nnd. elose om to 30,0000 of cartifieates
hiis niready becn issuad.

Of the stock Issued three-fifths ls In
‘common; the rest in preferred. In the orig-
lual fite ‘compaules thers were from fifteen

- 1
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ris, who lins charge of the boolis
here in this clity, goes ta Jersey
sshenever it Is necessanry."

“What does he do swhen he goes

ere ™
4“1 really don't know. He directs
the bookkespers, I suppose, to see
the books are properly kept.”

“Is there puy bookkeeping done
there?”

“Yes; the general ledgern are kept
there: st lenst, mo the nunditor tells
me, and that is my understanding.’

“Isn't the bhookkeeplng of the company
done Here?"

“Well, nll the sales are made from hore,'
DI you hdve a large force of clerks in
New Jersey a month ago?’

“1¢ Can't Know Everything!"

“1 renlly don't know; I ean't know svery-
thing about the muugan:. any maote than
rou can khow evorything that I= going on
in thé Leszlslature.”

“Who can o1l ug?"

“Auditer Harrls, who  Is now In
¥

this
elt

“Of thene one hundred competitora
thnt svere left in the field after the
forming of the company, were any
of them mnnufactaurers of machine-
made clgarettes " .

“Some were.” ‘ i

“Ix It not troe that nearly all were
munXers of - -made gorettes—
‘Back-room’ manufacturers, os they
nre enlled?’

“I never went Into any back rooms
to aec.”

“Didn't yop Eet
clgaratie machines?

“*No; two competitors had the same ma-
chines as we magd," - «

“IHd Fou not acquire ¢ machine that 4id
the work of ﬂfgl hapds®" ] ]

“Yes. -We dlfin’t have the exclusive nse

we ‘paid &  yearly

of this far .u timei
royalty on Ir."

Asked If he had secarsd rthe Ggures
showing ‘the nunber of employes ‘of  the
company now, ag compared With that en-
gaged in the factories before the consoll-
dation, Mr. Duoke sald he had. and pulled
rom his pocket a paper. From this he
read thar the five compnnies hitd 5.850 em-
ployes, as agajnst 9.1 now employed, an

3_hé control-of all the |

e under- |
- | atood Mr. Thurber desired to make a state-

9 |
thet that the Board of Directors passed |

fora mianufacturers’ will refuse as high a
price us they can get for thelr goods, it
will be necessary to sliminate the selfish-
ness normally  existing in the ordipary
buman species?’

The witness joined in the general laugh
which followed this, and answered that it
lpoked very much that way, After recess
Benator Lexow tried to make Mr, Thurher
quallify as a mathematieal expert, withont
much success, and bhe asked agnin for his
definition of A trust. This gave Mr. Thuar-
ber an opportunity to =ay he didn't belleve
either tha sugar or the tobacto company
was a trust. He gald that where trusts
are gullty of abuses, the Leglslature should
remedy them, and he belloved there shounld
ba more pablleity given to the eapitaliza-
tlon of these conecerns,

Audltor Harris. of the Tobacco Trust,
then testified. What he called the “head™
books of the concern, mwennlng the general
ledger. the Journal, the ecash book and
the check book, were kept in the Newnrk
office.

‘““Are thera no general accounts in the
u!ﬁc\g in this ety 1

“‘Have they been” untll recentliy?"’

*'They have been keﬁ\t in Jersey for soma
vears. | made an additlon to the foree In
the Newnrk offioe abont a month ago, when
I sent five men there."

“Are not the trausactions in this
eity first recorded in  the office
here ™

“uyes"

“And transcribed, then, to the
books In the Newark office?”

“rhat's right”

‘“"Have you a tressury in the Newark
oftice?""

“Yes, we lssue checks and pay accounts
for nll business: not alone for that frans-
acted In New Jersev.”

Bookkeeping to Two States.

To Assemblsmen Mazet the witnesg sald
there were twalve men In. the Newnrk
n'-{tlcp and ninety-five In the office In this
city.

THURBER 3AYS: /
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TRUSTS-ARE A-GOODTHING"
AND-THEMONOPOLY-CHERUBS -ECHO.
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BABY'S LIFE HER
ONLY THOUGHT.

Eight-Year-Old Etta Allen
Vainly Tries to Save
Her Sister.

|CLUNG TO HER TOTHELAST

Bravely Fought the Flames and
Was Herself Probably

Fatally Burned.

NEIGHBORS TO THE RESCUE

The Mother Returns and Frantically
Tries to Rush Into the
Flames That Fill the
Room,

While thelr father, a Brooklrn eergeant
of police, was on duty, and while thelr
| mother wuas vislting at the bome of a
slek friend, Mercedes Allen, three years
old, wns burned to death Iast night, and
lier elght-year-old 5I33er. BEtta, in frying to

save the life of the Iittla one recelyed
urns which will probably ecoet her her
life.

Sargeant James Allen, of the Eighth Pre-
cinet, lives fn the first flat at No. 181 Wash-
Ington Tark, Brookiyn. Hls famllyr con-
sisted of his wife and twe chlldren. At

8 o'clock last evening the father weant on
duty as usnal, leaving hiz wife to take
care of the children. He had been gonel
but & short time when the mother was

called away from home at the urgent re-

ORILLED THE WAY
T0 SUDDEN DEATH,

Two Men Killed by the Ex-
plosion of an Old
* Gas Tank.

THEIR LAMPS THE CAUSE,
A Clock Stopped by the Concus«

sion, Registering the Time
of the Accident.

CITY EMPLOYED THE MEN

They Were Sent to the Drawbridge by
the Department of Public
Works 1o Make
Repairs,

Richard MeGee and Thomas Dilmore, sm-
ployes of the Continental Iron Works at
Greenpoint, L. L, lost thelr llves by a gas
explosion ‘yesterday aftarnoon at the draw.
bridge acrosa the Harlem ehlp canal, Twe
Hundred and Twenty-seventh street and
Kingsbridge roeafl. About two Fears mgo
a gas ‘tank was placed on the bridge for
the purposs of keeplng the lamps of the
bridge Hghted when the draw was open
For some reason the lights burned poorly,
and the Depnartment of Pablle Works final-
Iy depided to have the gas tank inspected
and repaired. The two bollermakers, with
Foreman James May, were gmecordingly
gent to the bridze yesterday. The tank
was In the small lron house at the centre
of the bridge, beneath the flooring, and lm

-F. B. Thurber Reading a Eulogy on Trusts to the Lexow Committee.

ford, as to the company having recalled lts
goods wWas a mlstake,

“Whnat is the yearly outpot of tobacco
by your company '’

“We send out, |rrespective of clgars and
elgarettes, 250,000,000 pounids of tobaceo,
of which 140,000,000 pounds is plug and
| SO000,000 poonds is smoklng tobneee.”

*“Hne It inereased since the formation
of that ¢company?"’

“Yes."

Presents of Plug Tobaceco.

“Now, dldo't you glve away o grest
amonnt of plug tobacco in your sMort to
drive your competitors ont of business?"
_¥No; we gave away samples, jubt as any
one does, but there Was very little of it
We made n test in TPhiladelphia to see If
by pgiving away samples we could galn
bustuess, but it was of no nse.”

“You number every package of clgar-
sttes you send out ¥’

“We do.
“8a that, with every package, you ecan

s S
+ -

ONE YEAR’S CIGARETTE CROP, !

Figtres Deduced from the Report of the American Tobacco
Company (the Trust) for 1896.

Clgarettes (In packages of tén each)......

2,500,000,000

IR e

Cigarettes (In packages of twenty €80h ......ieeieasvensanass  1,500,000,000

Total paper clgarettes....... ..

Total output of clgarettes........

Number of times they would girth

Totil MVIAENAS... .. ccnensssansoins
Additdion to SUrPIUB...orueiasnsnnsnsa

Total profits fOr ¥ear.......c....c0

Cigarettes that could be purchased

$100 common SEOCK.. .. voveevvnseis
Output plug tobEcCo.....coveiinnneiin
.Output. smoking tobaceo......v.seuie

Output of all-tobacco clgarettes....cceeciivassissnes ssiernie

Length of cigarettes produced In '86, if placed in line...... 180,121 miles '
Dividend of 29 per cept on $15,000,000 common stock (in-

cluding 9 per cent cash and 20 per cent serip)....ioiseies
Dividends of 8 per cent on §12,000,000 preferred stocK...ieavenss

Profit to Trust on each package of ten cigarattes..... .. .uuue

4,000,000,000
150,000,000

BesssndsiranaEEan

4,150,000,000

the earth........ (E A |

-$6,220,000
960,000

28,180,000
1,400,000

AEsER A mrmssssssEEEASEEEEE

L T R T

$7,550,000
1.82 cents

CHs s WE R R ey des wAR AR .

at rvatall on profits of
s asis sins e anesanss 140,000,000 Mis.

£0,000,000 1bs,

wue
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Incrense of 58 per ¢ent. In the three fac-
tories  where #ll-tobaceo of ties nre
made there are now SO0 employes and 107
machines, whereas the figures nt the time
of thelr acquisition were 805 employes and
4 minchines.!

“How many millions of clgarettes
doeés your company put out each

year?t”

“We turn ount £4,000,000,000 cig-
arettes K(mrln ay agninst 2,000.000,-
MMy at the time of the formation of
the enmpun}’. is figure, I think,
inclmdes hot aper and all-tobneco
clgarettes, hnrl am not positive.

“What number is turned out by
sour competitors?”

“That I do not know."

Asgemblymon Mnzet took up fhe
tioﬁln at this point and to him Mr,
sald t

tike

nes- | 'the

cent dividends,
“What does thecommon stock pay?®’

tell at omce to whom [t was consigued?"

t the preferred stock pald 8 per ;

“Thut 18 not so with all brands, but |t
applies to most of them.'

"\;rm also number your conslgnees, (lon't
yonr”"

“Yes,'

When the president of the trust left tlie
withess chinlr the seeretary, Josiah Brown.
tonk his ploce. He had bhéen made secre-
tary In IS05, and sinee thut thme he lind
| bean to the company’s office in Newark,
N. 1., about thirty times,

“What i& there now, or what was there
thirts days ago?"’

“The compaty’'s general books:"”

“Don’t you know that wvenr bonks are
not_there?’

“No, T don't: T heard tho books were

re.

“When dl@ yoiur see the books there?'
_"It.'wn fn May, 18S06. when I saw them
ast.” .

Mr. Brown was also asked to Identify

the testimony he gave In the Millep sult

" - --II' -"_--‘ p ) ‘ §lis . p.’ : -

iries whlened. Labar, however, sopoa (ol
lowed the example which capltal hng st of
orgunization, and, doring the last decade
the organlzation’ of labor bas progresseid
fasier than that of eapital anil has forped
n-divislon of a larger ghare of the  profits
of Induktry for labor than at any previous
pertod of history. o other woeds, the profite
of capital Have been stoadily decreasing.
while thoge of labor, and especially organiged
Inbor, have steadily incremsed. At oo pre-
vious period would a dollar bay so much of
the necessaries and comforts of life ns nt
present.  While this (s admitted by Intellf-
gent Jaboring meb, many of them contand
that oppoertunitiex for earming 4 dollar have
coustantly diminished and they are now seck-
.- ing by the ndyocacy of shorter hours for lalioe

1o make employment for a larger number

of persons, and 1 belleve that this l8 a

worthy and begeflcent alm. ® & ¢ are

are libor truste os well as capital trusts and

i all the snnals of combination thers are

no greater fllusteations of tyranny than the

attituide of some of the labor erganizations
toward Inborers,

1 msed to think that combinations of enpital
woulil abiregute competitiop, ut experience
hns shown that instend of abrognting comi-
petition, it has elevated that force to a
Igher plane. If ik combination of capltal
in any line tempararily exncis & 1 profis,
immediately capiin]l tows inte that channil,
anotlier combinntion {2 farmed and competl-
tion ensues on a4 seale and operates with an

intensity far hr{quﬂ anything that In possl-
Lle on o emaller scale, reaulting in  the
bréaking down of the combination snd the
decling of the profits to o lnfmom.

Thera are trusts, so called, in oenrly every
heanel of business and there |8 good and bad
in all, but the good so far predomiontes that
sl AgEregations of eapltal shonld be encour-
nged and necompanied by safeguands agaiost
almees, The only ndditipne] safegunrds need-
ed are for stockholders and Investors, whose
{hterestd ure often sacrificed throngh lack of
publielty. So far as the interest of oon-
sumery s concernad, it Is mmply protectad
now; first, by competition, ae I buve shown,
and, second. by the common lew, which, if
Iovoked, will pulllfy dany contract in restralaot

of trade and nnder existing statutes any nn-
reazonable combinutlon (s subject to Indle:-
ment for conspirney. The rlwpninr hostility
to trusts §an  dpe prioclpally to luek of
knowledge of their economic effects, and these
nre graduelly becoming better wo,

When Mr. Thurber had econcluded Sen-
ator Lexow asked him to glve his definition
of a trust.. The witness sald that In the
popular sense It was any combinatlon of

eapital. The Chalrman sald:
“When yon make the argument, which
the. committee allows you to fu.ca on

record] as representing the views of a paper
whieh we s!.l]ilpn!!ud reprogents the Whaole-
sale Grocers' Associntion, which stands
more or less indleated on the record, and
for that reagon we admitted it, do fw a{»
ply it to '’ combloatipn of -capltal or to
the characteristles of such a combinntion ¥

This question was the beginning of a dls-
eugsion that Iasted up (o the hour for
recess and was resumed when the session
wits. comtlnusd., Mr. Thurber contended
that, strong ns the Sugnr Trust was, It
conld be absolutely wrecked by any one
with a capital of $2,000,000, who went Intp
the refinery business, but to support this
position he had no bettar argument than
repeated assertion.
Object of the Anti-Monopoly League,

“Were you not oonnected,” asked Senator
MeCarren, with the Anti-Monopoly Leagne,
“‘111_:-111.:4':15 opposed to the eombination of
capital ¥

“T was: hut the ren] object of that league
wing o gt A ralivoaild commisslon in this
State. The railroads opposed this, but we
wan aftef g seven-years fAght."

“There hins been mnch talk here about
the fAncruating  of stock on. the market.
Do wou view that other than in the Hght

of one gumbler losipg where the  ather
wins?"
Mr. ‘Thurber was somewhat doubtful

about !he proposition, but sald e swould
not aballsh the Stock Exchange, whieh was

a legitimate and necessary form of husi-

ness. Just before recess, Senutor Moel'ar-
ren put this question

“Now, Mp am::i don't you

i } #
v

"y

“Do yon mean to say that the New
York office hns nothi to do with
the purchases and sales over fhe
country **

“They are cnm?lled here and then
sent to Newnrk.”

When Georga J. Whelan, & wholesale
cigar dealer, of Syracuse, was called, Bena-
tor Lexow ftook pains to bring ont the
fact that he had pending & salt agn'nst
the'American Tobacco Company, whieh, he
felt, had Injuored hlm, an t he wasr
esturn.gl“r binszed. He sald he had bnuE_ht
goods from the Trust's competitar, the Na-
tional Clgarette Company, and then had
recelvad n letter from Secrefary Brown,
of the Trust, decllnlng to sgell any more
elgavettes 1o bim. This letter gave no
renson, but he knew It wis because he
bhad purchased from the National company.

He named aseveral others who bad been
dlgeriminated against [n the same man-

ner, and sald thap eyen the accredited
ohibers were not allowed to sell gools to
im, his own brother refusing. He had

bought 25,000 clgarettes from a Clevelnnd
firm at the regular rates, and when ho
tried to get the same amonnt agdin he had
been told he could not buy, ee the Truat
hudh?rtlered ‘that ne mwore clgar=ttes be sald
to m.

Durlng the recital of this witness Mr.
DPuke and Mr, Brown, who had remalned
in the roomi, showed some uneasiness, and
when he had concluded W. W, Fuller, the
counsel for the Trust, asked for and re-
celved permission to put, through the com.
mitiee, some questlons to Mr. Whelan.
They were as follows:

“Are you mot now, nnd have rou not
been for years, an agent of the National
(!ig&mtle Company, unider salary?”

SNo

““When did you come to be?’

“About a year ago."

“Were you when you began your suft?’

“Yes, and I had u right {o be."”

“Weare you not, at that tlme, handling a
franduient Imitation of the Bweest Caporal
migarette "

"I was selllng a cigarette called the
'l}nra.l Bweets, but it was not an imita-

on,'*

Why Anthony Schultz was supoenaed as
o witness wis i mystery to every ane, for
the only material point in his testimony
was that, although a retaller of cignrettes,
the company allowed him a eommikslon of
B8 per cent.

enator Lexow then called for Joseph
Rafaslowitz, and as thers wus no response
the nenographer was rP%uastel to make a
nofe of hiz nbsence, The cbalrman also
#nld that Mr. Johnson, of  the Rubber
Trust, would be axpected to appear to-day
and that all efforts to subpeena the man-
nger of the Liberty Rubber Company at
Setauket, L. L, hnd falled,

The hearlng was then adjéurned.

CUBANS CELEBRATE THE WAR.

Met Last Night at the Lenox Lyceum to the
Number of 1,500,

The Cubans of this city, 1o the number
of 1,500, gathered In Lenox Lyceum last
night to celebrate the second anniversary
of the presept Cuban war with Spaln,

The Lyceum wns gay wilth flags snd
bunting. the Amerfeas and Cuban tlags be-
Ing Intertwlned, To elther side of the
singe were oll palntlngs of Gomexz and
Mneeo.

Pe. J. A. Prias presided and [otroduced

the varlous snenkers.

Telograms of congratulation were® re-
celved from the Cubans of New Orleans,
Tampu and Key West,

1 collectipn  was taken up #after the
meeting, and the money reallzed will be
turned over io the Juntn in this ecliy.

Among the spenkers of the svening ware
Rieards Lanvls, B. Guerrn, D. Fajardo,

ik e

Colonel Michnel Sungully, Henrl Jy Varons

L O

quest of a friend who was dangerously ML

Telllng Etta to take good care of little
Mereedes, she left the house. What hap-
pened thereafter could only be learned
from the incohereént utterances of Etta and

tha teatimony of Mrs. Catherine Perry who
lives in- the flat above. Etta managed fo
gay thiat after her mother bhad gone away
she begin playing with some blocks on the
table, nnd that while she was not losking
Mercedes took the poker and amused ber-
self by digging ln the eoals In the open
rate,
5 A moment later she heard her baby sis-
fer serenm, and turning. saw that the
child’s gown was In flames. Tearlng the
cover from the table, she wrapped It
abour Mercedis, but that, too, caught five.

Attracted by the eries of the little girls,
Mrs. Perry ran downstalrs and found
them both rolllog on the floor, the dresses
of each being ablnze, At the time of Mrs.

5 Eie lgaltlté of other
enante of the house 28 ren  were
E\‘rspped In blankets and carried from the
room, while the firemen, Who were soon on
the scene, extlngulshed the flames which
threatened to destroy the house,

At ambulance from' the  Homeopathlc
Hospital was called, but before {ts artrival
Mercedes had died of her Injurles. Btta
was thlken to the hospital, but her burns
nre so serlous that it ls feared she cannot

ve,
While the firemen were at work the
mother returned, and learning of the trag-
edy endeayvored to force her way Into the
burning roome. It requlred the efforts of
three pollcemen to restrain her. The fa-
ther, ton, summoned from hls desk, creat-
el a pitiful scene, Mra. Allen wns mo pPros-
trateld thnt her conditlon was reportéd as
eritical by the physiclan In attendance,

BIG RAILROAD PROJECT.

A Company Proposes to Build a Bridge
Across the East River and Run Cen-
tral Trains to Brooklyn,

were nlso_ afire.

—

A grand central statlon for the New York
Cantra! Rallroad willbe bullt in Brooklya If
the plans of the New York Counecting Rall-
road Company are carried ont.

This company was organized in 1892, and
proposes to construct n standard gauge
road from 8t. Mary's Park, in the Twenty-
third Ward, to Hast New York and Brook-
Iyn. The rond will pass over the Hast
River on & viaduet, at Flell Gate, snd s
estimated to cost §2,000,000,

The Senate Rallpoad Comimittes yesterday
afterncon gave & hearing on SBenator Ford's
bl extending ontil 1 the time for this
company to begin the construction of its
road, and until 1904 to camplete It,

Oliver W. Barnes, the preslident of the
company, sald the construction of the rond
would allow over 4 milllon people In Brook-
I¥n te bave direct connection with the
trink lines of the eountry and that It
would prove nn important factor In the
development of that portion gf the Greater
New York. He sald It was intended that
the road shounld connect with the New
York Central In the upper part of the elty,
No actlon was taken en the blll.

PAPER MAKERS IN SESSION.

Officers Elected and a Banquet Held in the
Waldorf Ballroom.

The nineteenth annoual mesting of the
Amerlcan Paper Manufacturers' Assocla-
tlon was held at the Hotel Waldorf yes.
terday. It was attended hy paper makers
of all kinds, from all parts of the country.

Hugh J, Chisholm, of Portland, Me., was
elected president. . Parsons, Jr., of
this city waas succeeded ns mecretary by
G, yman. Then a vieepresident for
evelry branch of the trade was elected. W.
#. Whiting, of Holyoke, Mags,, to represent
writing paper interests; J. H. Mahr, of
Philadelphin, bopk: G. (. Sherman, of
Watertown, N, Y. paper for newspapers]
Samuel I'. Troin wm]trp'mg; H, B, Fuiler-
ton, wood pulp; AL @ ‘alne, JIv., fibre, and
J. W. French, of Niles, Mich., honrds.

The duy's sesslop was ocoupled chiefly
with dlsmmslfmsi of t:mim‘ 'chtnn?os n}ud of
the Inws regniaring the lmportation of rage.
Last evening about 275 of the manufae-
turers dined in the Waldorf bhjiroom. 8.
K. Ysanban, of Toklo, Japan, was a specinl
guest, and when Mr. Chisholm referred to
the fact thnt he had just bonght two
paper making plants In thls conitry to bhe
uead [0 Japan there was much appliuse.

Maynr Strong talked nbeut olty govern-
ment and the reformed departments, Rew,
Dir. M. Bavnge discussed the “Effect af
PPaper In Spreading Rellgion;’’ ex-Mayor
Selileren, of Brooklyn, gave his views of
“Greater New York:” Thomas (. Seavch,
of Philndelphla, and Colonel A Thomas
oo epo .

Perry's arrlval the curtalns and portleres | aipg

a small, dark apartment adjoining the en-
glns room.

The two men had lamps with them fo
furnish light. It Is supposed that they
climbed on top of the tunk and drilled a
hole at the top, through which ths gas
eseaped and wae lgnited by the lamps,

The explosion did not make a very loud
report, but the econcusslon was terrible
The door leading into the engine room was
blown from [ts hinges, and the glass in the
window shattered. A clock on the wall,
which fell on the floor, stopped at #:856
o'ciock, thus recording the time of the ex.
loslon. Engineer H. 1. Roffe, and Louls

chnelder the fireman, who were standlig
at the tlme just outslde of the engine
room, ran Into the tank room and found
McGee dend on to% of the tank. Dilmors
wis still allve, aisine bimself on hias

w, he exclalmed: “Oh!" and then fell
back, doad also,

An ambuianes from the Fordham Hos-
pltal was summoned and Dr, Middlestadt
made an exuminatlon, which disclosed that
the skulls of both men had been froctured,
and the armg and legs of bath broken,
Death had probably been almost Instants-
neous. The exploslon forced the top of tha
tank off and the men wera thrown violents
ly ‘agalnst the iron roof, which was only
IaRr I{:ﬁo{:mm tha tmpkorhtheb tank,

- A Wwagon took the bodles
I{lnﬂsbr:dﬁ Siation and the Gomnetz? v::l::
notified. antopsy will be held to-day.
The gas in the tank had been there near-
li two years and It 1s not known whether
the men were natified of this fact. If they
weore It seems |lkely that the aceldent was
due largely to their own ocarelessneas.
Btrangely enough, the engine and machin.
ery used in o ratinlz the drawbridge was
ot damaged In the least by the explasion,

WOMAN CATCHES WOMAN,

The Captured Sister Had a Notion Stock
About Her and Will Ba Tried on a
Charge of Shoplifting. |

Louise Alexander, an amploye of a Twen.
ty-third street dry goods store, mads what
ths pollee of the Tenderloln Precinot eon.
sider an lmporiant capture yesterday.

Just before 8 o'clock Inst evenlng Miss
Alexander saw the woman acting In a sus-
piclous manner at the notlon counter. Sud-
denly the woman plcked np & plece of lace
and slipped It Into u bag. o then left
the store.

Miss Alexander followed the weman until
she miet Pollceman Oleroft at Fifth ave-
nue, And then caused her arrest. At the
statlon house, the prisoner deseribed her
relf as Margaret Wright, single, thirt{q-tm

ears old, a servant. of Morristown, N. J.

ha s of medinm helght, and was richly
dressed.

Miss Wright absdlutely refuses to ane
swer any dquestion. hen gearched &
amall-sized notlon store wig found o h
and It waos evident that other places had
heen vigited, Mlss Alexander [dentifled
one French hat, one jewelled belt, ton
yards of silk ribbon and two plecas of laca
ritching belotiging to her emblovers.

Besldes this in a sk handbag was. found
three fancy leather belts, thres pocket-
hooks, ong veluable piece of jet trimming,
a gllver shoe buttoner, slx sllver hatplns,
two gnld breastplns. two fancy stiekping,
two sof® of gold shirt studs and a sliver
comhbination set of shirt butfons,

Miss Alexander gaid at the station houss
that she s sure that she eansed the wom-
an's arrest ance before about two years
ago. The prisoner will be arralzned in
Jefferson Market Pollce Court this morn.

Ing.
WANT TRANSIT FACILITIES.

Washington Heights Property Owners Have
Found an Association for the Purpose.

An assoclation has been formed by somse
of the cltlzens and property ownors of
Washlngton Heights having for its object
the development of that sectlon of Man-
matian Island lylng between One Hundred
and Tweniy-fifth street and Spiugten Duy-
vil, and extendlng to the city 1lue. The
vowth and lmprovement of this sactipn
s uow humpered, it Is elalmed by the
PrOpETTE OWHBrs, i.n}' the lock of facllities
for raptd and econtlinons commuuleation
with the lower purt of the clty.

A committee ealled bpon the officlals of
the Meteapolltan  Tractlon Company and
the Manhattan Flevated Raliway Compang
to aseertaln as _to whot oxtent the Intter
were willlng tf eo-opernte with them in
thelz affort to senere rapid toansit from dhe
elty llne to tla Hattery,

Cammtercial trayvellers lnvariably provide thegs,
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