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 Only Great For-
tuneKeptintact
in This Country

a Cens=
tury.

[

ILLIAM WALDORF AS-
TOR obtruded himself
last week upon the
publle notice of two
eountries by his re-
nunciation of American

‘eitizenship after a long continued
whine of vulgar and silly abuse of his

native country.

The possessor of the greatest fortune
in America, the greatest land owner in
New York City, has become a British

" gubjset and citizen, renouncing all con-
nection with the United States, except
that of deriving &an encrmous income

‘from i{t. He has performed this act of
renunclation, moregver, under ciroum-

stances of peculiar atrocity, which

arouse the disgust of all decent Amerl-
cans, and even of many Englishmen.

Jt 15 but natural that Americans who
slop to think of Astor should at the
Bame time indulge in &n outburst of

“wholesame Indignation.

;5 il Willlam Waldorf Astor is the

“great-grandson of John Jacob Astor,

who was born In a peasant's cottage In

Walldorf, Germany. He emligrated to
this country In 17%, and made the

greatest fortune of his day, & fortune

swhich hes {ncreased at an enormous

BOE comstant rate to the presemt day,
and Is the only one of great size in

o
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America which has been enjoyed by
four succossive generations.
descendant of the Immilgrant has now
turned emigrant. '

Astor's action in becoming an Eng-
lishman was prompted largely by his
desire to evade the payment of per-
sonnl taxes. He came to this country
in Mareh In order to protest against
the assessment of his personal property
at 32,000,000, He resisted the assess-
ment on the ground that he was a resi-
dent of London and not of New York.
He also declared that the assessment
was excessive. After a long wrangle
it was decided that he must pay lis
taxes. Against this' decision he has
appealad.

In the meantimsa hs has become a
British subject, and In the presgnt
state of the law {t seema probable that

he will be able to avold paying any’

personal taxes here, becaiise he can
clearly prove that he has no legal resi-
dence in this country.

feelng that Mr., Astor possesses
$200,000,000 of real property in this
eity, and that for many years He

has enjoyed &n income of At least
$10,000,000 & year, ths assessment
of $3,000,000 seems quite moderate,
He {8 not content, however, with revil-
Ing this ecountry and drawing an Im-

The

mense income from [t, but he declines
to pay its loyw taxes. ¥For a combina-
tion of insult and impudence that can
hardly be beaten.

Mr. Astor 18 now’ an Englishman, and
glories in it. The English do not glory
in him. Having a strong businéss in-
stinct, they will accept him and make
him pay taxes of all kinds, but they
will daspise him. They have plenty of
good men of thelr own, and they do not
feel flattered by the acquisition of an
American ashamed ‘of his birthplace
and forefathers. England, which has
applauded the rise of Disraell and
many another man after a life of flerce
strife and opposition, can have little
sympathy with a cretin whose chlef
grievance {s that newspapers and poll-
ticians have been rude to him.

Astor Is now devoting his whole life
and fortune to securing recognition by
the aristocracy of England. Itis even
sald that he hopes to be made a lord,
but In order to achieve that distinetion
it is necessary for a nobody in England
to spend enormous . sums of money for
publle purposes, and Astor Inherlts
much of the parsimony of hiz family,

Nevertheleas he s spending more and
more every year under tlie spur of so-
cial ambitlion.

The report is again current that he
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will marry Lady Randelph Churchill
She ia one of the most beautiful Amer-
jcan women in England, and undoubt-
adly the cleverest, With her ald Mr.
Astor might achleve the popularity
which he ocan nevetr hope to win by
himself, Against Lady Randolph
neither Americans nor Englishimen
will have any criticisms, She married
one of the most brilllant Englishmen
of his day, and, of course, a good wife
goes where her husband goes, and
holds his opipions. Bhe s now a
widow, !s rather poor, and has great
amblitions for her two sons. Mr. As-
tor's millions would aid her, and ap-
plied to her purposes they would prob-
ably do more good than they have yet
done, 3

Mr. Astor's social campalgn In Eng-
land has not been a brilliant success.
The Prince has declared that he will
not have the ex-American at houses
where he visits, becausa "he bores me
so," It is true that Mr. Astor secures
guany titled pecple at his board, but
that {s not difficult for one of h!s
wedlth. Those: whom he secures’ are
tha least desirable of their class. | They
are the most active in abusing him
behind his back. Lord Sallsbury, Mr.
Balfour, Mr. Chamberlain and the
other big men of England are not yet
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among the chums of Mr. Astor, and
probably never will be.

Mr. Astor’s aection in renouncing
American citlzenship was fitly pre-
ceded by an article in the Pall Mall
Magazine, In which he put forward &
bogus e¢lalm to noble ancestry. His
alleged ancestors included the D'As-
torg family of Francs, one of whose
members, he sald, fled to Germany at
the Revocation of the Edict of Nantes,
The pedlgrees has been ripped to pleces
by an English heraldle authority. The
D'Astorgs were well known In France
down to this century, gnd none of
them ever flad to Germany.

It will be well to recite briefly and
and fn due order those events in the
career 6f William Waldor! Astor, which
logically lead  up to his final develop-
ment as the great international snob—

* the man who declares that the country

which ylelds him an income on §200,-
000,000 is not fit to lve in—the man
who bolsters up his claim to soclal
recognition by a false and forged ped-
igree.

He was born in 1848, the only son of
John Jacoh Astor, who was a grandson
of the original John Jacch, Owing to
the family custom of leaving most of
the property to the oldest son, his
father Inherited the bulk of the Astor

fortune. Willlam Waldorf, being an
only child, recelved his father's enor-
mous fortune absolutely Intact

The yvoung heir to millions was edu-
cated by private tutors, and graduated
from the Columbia College Law School
{n 1871. He hegan to take 'a dllettante
interest in politics and literature, When
he wasg thirty he was elected as a Fe-
publican to the State Senate. He en-
joyed some popularity among the low-
est class of politicians by scattering
his money freely, but he irritated his
asspclates by alrs of soclal superiori-

. 1y. He proved stupld and useless, and

had no standing in the Leglslature.

At the end of his term he thought
thit Ceongress would be a worthler
field for his talents. He ran for what

was considered a safs Republican dis- |

triet, but was defeated by Roswell P.
Flower: He spent his money freely,
but when the people knew him betler
that was not sufflelent to save him.
At this tender age he was already
developing the idea that America was
“no place for a gentleman to live In"
The criticisms of newspapers and poll-
ticlaps, often more frivolous than serl-
ous, filled him with foolish rage.. The
oriticlsms have become serious now.
His wealth procured him the post of
Mintster to Italy, which was probably

The Contras

8t. Louis, Aug 8.
HADS HOW, grandson of the famons
L "Jameg B. Bads, bullder of the mag-
¥ & qpificent bridge that spans the Mis-
Mypj at 8t. Louls, renounces his right
to a millllon-dollar estats, leaves a palatial

- Bome In Lindell Boulevard, the most fash-

_loneble park thoroughfare In St. Louls,
JEnd leads a life of voluntary poverty In
(08¢ of the most wretched quarters of the

.| Howls & soctal reformer, but not of the
Wlﬂe, ostetitations kind so frequently
‘entountered nowadays. He s a friend of

" ‘the poor. Indeed, he ls one of thém. He

helleves that Inherited wealth !s the ecurse
Bf the country, and he will under no elr-
cumstances be tainted by it

. Ha bas teavelled In all lnnds; he has seen
&ll conditions of life; he knows how both
halves of the world live; ves, be knows the
oppililng misery of all the smallést froe-

_ fllocl of poverty-stricken people.

1 For these reasons J. Eads How, In his
‘ofyn humble way, bas set about to do his

T

* and to ghow that poverty 1s mo sin, even
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to his sklll and to hls perseverahce, as
lasting an time Itself.

The Fnds Jettles, that preserve the deep
water passage from the mouth of the Mis-
stsslppl to the Gulf of Mexlco, are another
of his brilllant achlevements which ages
cannot wipe out. They are universally
recognized trlumphs of modern engineering.

These works not only brought to Hads
undying fume, but alse Immense wealth,
much of which, however, he spent among
the people who had alreandy profilted by the
labor of hls hand and brain,

His daughter, J. Eads How's mother,
married Jamea Fioney How, for many
years vice-president of the Wabash Rail-
rosd system &nd B mun of great wealth.

J. Eads How, philanthroplst, reformer
and “‘one of the magses,' was llterslly
born with & allver spoon In his mouth.
That was thirty years igo. He was reared
in luxury. He waa educated at the Bast.
ern colleges and sent nbroad to profit by
the experfence of travel. All s early
surroucdings were calculated to make of
bim a man who could kaow but Jlittle of
the sufferings of the poor and to feel much
lesa for them.

From hls grandfather he Inherited direct-
Iy & small fortnne. From bhls father he in-
herited another fortune. On the denth of
his mother he will inherit, together with his

of the most valuable h-:.lt._ Louis. It Ina

How, Who Renounces His Birthrioht to Live

»

in which he first discovered how the “other fits
half’ lived. It was this mopey that bought It 1s

very conservatlve estimate Indeed to say
that he will come Into possession of §1,000,-
000 when hls mother dles. The correct
figure would be maore like $2,000,000.

But figures matter not for him, for he
wlll not tooch a dollar of this Inlerited
wealth, He has so notifled hls mother and
his brother. He does not conslder that he
Is entitled to It, It Is mot In keeping with
his stupendous love for the poor to aceept
the eprnings of anofher's hand and mipd.

Despite his repeated refusals to have
thrust upon him this splendid fortune, the
young man's relatives still Iosist that he
must take ift. But he is a man of will
power supremie; & man who csonot be
gwerved from his purpose by all the per-
suaslon In the world; & man who will never
relloqulsh his position of right for all the
riehes and all the power and all the glory
In Christendom. -

He has sald “No” finally end with de-
termtoation. He will not have the wealth,
and that must end the question,

Strangely enough, however, J. Eads How
Ias necepted, or rather accepied years ago,
the mopeéy willed to him by his grand-
father. He does not, Indecd, employ 1t for
Ils own good. It ls a trost fund for the

‘poor, It furnishes him the means of fur-

thering his economie. principles. It was
this money that paid for his travels abroad
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S 0= 2 i

i 9 . | e

Fim books whereln he learned of soclal
conditions and possible remedies for hu-
man ills. He does not regard its acecept-
anee as & compromise of his philanthropie
ideas, because the works by which it was
curned are of perpetual benefit to the pub.
e, aud It Iz stll] being used for the pub-
lle good. He never spends a penny of It
for lis personal gratificatlon. It all goes
to the common cauvse,

Here |t might be proper to explain How's
pullosophy, In order to get an understand-
ing of hls actlon In accepting the money
left him by his grandfather, and refusing
tc take the million dollars now offered to
hm by other relatives, :

“Suppose you settle on a plece of
ground,” he says, “In an unoccuplied
coumtry, TIn time it fills up; ¥your
1and becomes valuable, and Foun
grow lmmensely wealthy, Shouldn't
that property still belong to the
community?

“1t was not through the efforts of
your hand and brain that it became
wvalupule, nnd you have mo more
right to bequenth it to others than
they have to mccept It. They hnve
done even loss than you have to
merit or profit by it. You have done
the publie no service; at leasi, the
public will not derive lasting bene-

the goainer by the transaction.'

Phis contains J. Eads How's distinetion
betweer,  inherited weslth sdlely and
wenlth honestly earned by hand'and hraln
and the production of something of endur-
Iig benefit to the public. In the fine dis-
crimisation which J. Ends How thug draws
he {s thus endbled conscientiously to ac-
eept money from hlg grundfather, & philan-
throplst, that he may continue its use for
the public; but he cannot necept the
woalth of others, becinse It might not,
perchange; have bgen the direct outgrowth
of labor, mentn] and physical, and have
produced a lesting publle good.

For nine months now this young man
has been practising his socinl theories, He
left His magnificent hiome, at No. 4170 Lin-
dell Boulevard, and took up gquarters lo
ihe old Missfon Home at the southwest
cornér of Ninth and Wash' streets. The
manslon was and Is still surrounded by
the costilest homes (n St. Lodls
wonldn't find evidence of poverty In that
viclnity 1f you lgoked for It with a =earch-
light. -Brery direction you turh leads to
surface indleations, at least, of great
wedlth.

How different the surropndings of I
Ends How's pregsent abode! It is in the
jeart of what s called “Litthe Hnssin’

because the sepm of thut country, and. too,

“raff of othér forelgn couttries are
Such squdlld quar

.

You*

\Jith the Poor.

ters could not well be Imagined without a
visit to them. The moment you wet In the
relghborhood you are overcome by an aw-
fnl stench. Perhaps, If you are able to
stand it. you can grope your way through
dingv little streets, down alleys and ln_to
back yards. If you know the way wiell
you struggle up dilapldated sfnirways and
find yourself In low, suffocating rooms, one
of whleh Is sometimes occupied by four
and five persons.

1 7. Bada How tnd malle a study of the
quarters of the poor ln all the large cltles
it 1s douobtful if he counid have settled In
the midst of more wretched people than
{hose who are now his nelgbbors—and he
loves his neighbors as himself,

How will not talk about himself., He will

.mot ‘sit for a photograph. He dislikes no-

torlety, When called upon by sn artise
snd 5 reporter for the Sunday Journal he
was courtepus, and showed them through
the building, but of himseif he could not
be got to talk.

Only once would he venture near &
statement of his economlc Ideas, and that
was when he uttered the sentence quoted
in tie foregolng. It was a long sentence,
too, for a taclturn reformer like J. Bads
How. _

How 18 sn interesting study. His fignre
is slizht. He s of medium size and pos
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not considersd of great importance, for
it had been filled by s politician whose
untamed manners contributed much
to the gavety of Europs, While 'in
Italy Mr. Astor wrots two novels,
* “Valentino” and *'Sforza,” on whichibe
bases a claim to be “a man of letters
They are not badly written, but th
are colorless productions, without 1!
or strength or any real excuse for ¢
isting. <
" When Grover Cleveland wes firs
elected to offlca Mr. Astor had to'né
slgn, After his return to his natls
land the American habits of eriticls,
end {rreverence toward grent landlords:
ate ever more deeply into his spul v
In 1590 he went to England, and sinea
then has visited this country only
twice. In conversation with many peir-
sons, English and American, he has
expressed the opinfon that the attmoly
made on rich men and’'on the digpay of
wealth render this country unendar-
able, ’I’“I‘S
Ons of the first things Mr. Astor did
in England was to purchase the Pall
Mall Gazette, an evVening neWwspnper,
which he turned into an aggressively
Tory orgen, advocating the causes of
aristocracy and reaction as far as s
possible in modern England. e
He also founded the Pall Mall Maga~
sino, & publication which, more tha:
anything else, reveals his arrant spo
"bery. ‘Tt is edited by Lord Frederio
Hamllton, brother of the Duks of
Abercorn, who recelves an enormouna
selary and does little, for which he
{a not to be blamed. Among its con-
tributors ars always many titled "ngj\-
sons, whose articles clearly 2re pub-
lished wholly on account of the names
‘of the writern, o
In order to explain Mr. Astor's career
it 1s necessary to refer somewhat ‘to
his domestio affairs. He was married
fn 1878 to Miss Mary Dahlgren Paul,
daghter of James W. Paul, ot Phila-
delphla. She was a very bqaﬁf‘ul
woman. #
At first the Astors lived in London,
in Carlton House Terrace, Later the
Marquis of Lansdowne wished to et
Lansdowne, In Berkeley Square, an fm-
mense residence standing in its 6wn
groundd in the midst of Londom, anA
Mr. Astor took it. No duke h#d &
finer house and Its isolation sults Afr,
Astor's taste for gloomy grandeur,
In 1893 Mr. Astor secursd a splendld
country house, Cliveden, on “* the
Thames, formerly the property of the
Duke of Westminster. Ie paid $1250,-
000 for it. Cliveden I8 situated Insthe
heart of the boating and pleknicking
region of the upper Thames, After:ac~
quiring it Astor had an oppertunity to
1
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