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"A Romance and Tragedy m Real Life

[ lose #100,000,000, or all the money In the world for that maiter, will
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S| HE death on Thesday last of Cornelius Vanderbilt was not
merely the passing ol the chiel o¢ the richest family (n
America, 1t furnished the elimax ¢f u drama of extraor=
dinory human interest, '

The theme of thls drfama i3 the most dielent and
clossies] kpown to the noavelist and the dramatist,

It Is the drama of the rich, stern father, who loves his ghildren
but seeks to enforee his wishis In thele lova affairs; of the son and
heir, who submits to dlamberitance and estrangement in crder to
“marry the woman of his choice, dnd of theé final reconeillation when
the father is on his deathbed.

Phe eireumstances in ihis dx‘um‘i af real life were In many ‘ré=-
spects mure lmpressive and threilllng than they have ever been on
the stage or in flietlon. The father was rich beyend the dreams of
‘avarice, rich to 4 degree that an aulhor would hardly darve to rep-
resent. He was slso more unaccountably vbdurate than any literary
prototype, for no stern rfather of fiction ever objecls to a daughler-
in-law who is rich, beautiful and a leader of soclety. ’

. The son, young Cornelius Vanderbilt, made o greatér sacrifice
wof wealth thail any man has ever been known to make In order to
marry the woman he loved—Miss Grace Wilson. He was: more ob-
‘durate and pncomipromising when he discussed the subject of his
murrigge with his father than we have ever known a son threat-
ned with dizslnheritance to be.

PiThe reconiciiation was not of the eonventional, old-fashloned,

amatic kind.. Tt'was only partinl, and it was.very sorrowful, not

king place in the midst of an admiring group of relatives and

Lmd.s. It came: about after the father knew thnt he was In the

asp of & cruel malady which might strike him dead at any instant.

{ Such are the elements of this drama of real life, which has been

ﬁyﬁeﬂ béfore the people of New York. Ils porsonages occupy the
4Dt conspleuous place In the life of this great metropolis. | Tts
,ﬂ'be:nes- are laid in the most splendid houses of this country. All the
great millionaire families of New Yorlk are more or less directly con-

tune and
{eerned in it; and the Britlsh aristogrooy ls not without persongl in- leet w son of his'own who.should inherit the bulk of hia fortune an
“fevest in it look after the interests of the others. Mr. Vanderbil. ma.rrled Miss

£ Alles Gwyiine, of Clhelnnatl, and they had six children—Willlam H,
| The hera of it, without question, Is Cornell Vanderbiit, AT ’ 1 5
f 2 B R R DL, T Cornelius. Gertrude, Alfrad Gwyune. Gladys and Reginald. The

i His attitude |s that 18 deepl
;. bla ; emotion. ?I;:an ? hi}:ﬂ:‘i,:;M.:Lprie::':;:;y ?’UTT:Q%E”:;’:D;' oldest, Willintn H.. was at first regarded as the principal heir, but
y P wiRLEneS Wouldude e itied whilh st} an: under¥raduate dt Yale. ..

for love, but young Vanderbilt actuslly forldited the principal share .
a0 ~ah ornellus, Jr., val roe %{Ive respon=
¢ o his father's untold millions in order to marry the woman he laved, dhi;t‘;'m ga ‘:“L de;:s.t:;u:v;:; Z:;:: :;:ea:ng th‘:a fact that he

. H :

He :’”ﬂb o0 : gy e would have control of one of the greatest fortunes in the world was
HFather, I am going to marry this girl, and the fnct that T shall constantly Imprmzd upon him, His failier lookﬁd with mt_ls:a.cuon
Vi AASICIEY, s on his progress, for, while the young mAn was nat, hriillant Le
goE ke Lhe elightest differdnte’to me. _ showed -steadiness and strength of chaiacter. What appearld par-
High finaned plays a part only sécondary to love in this drama. tlcularly promising was his love for mechanics, which he has never
1 order ta keep a great fortune lika that of the Vanderbilts to- yur - He has been through a compleia appc.rticeshl In the yards
gether it 1s necessary that the bulk of the property should be under ¢ &le New 'gm.k Central Railroad, and is to-day capable of fitting
_the xtﬂﬂ ‘::I one or at most two men. a wmpletu locomotive together. This inclination to methanies gave
en lfam . Vanderbilt 'digd, in 18586, he deft §10,000,000 gy aesurance that he would take a pgmu_} mmm m c‘he n!hjrs
aplece to each pf his elght =hildven, and the residue to the two old- g great rallroad he was t.o direot. :
:;;. sons, Cornelius: and Willlam K. z*hey reqeivm ln‘, all abbut
JHH%, -ameea. cﬂmaﬁ&s M In-

[Norg d&'range
Ghan Drzmatists
and Nowglists
Are Forquer
Pportraying
£ in Fietion
and on
the Stage.

ing the whole vast family fortune fell. He discharged It with a
devation to duty and a conscientiousness which have never been
surpassed, and which undofibtedly hastened hls death. By his cpn-
servative but wise measures the fortune increased steadily until
at his death his own shdre was eﬂima.ted at from $125,000,000 to $200,-
000,002,

In acgordance with the ramllr policy, Mr. Vanderbilt had to se-
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He graduated from Yale in 1835, and his own family and . the
world expected that he would at once enter upon the caresr whilsh
was to culminate in. his cantrol of the New York Central Rallroad
and a scare of pthers that are connected with i

But Cupld rudely disturbed that carefully laid family and busi-
While at college yoyng Vanderbilt had experienced a
growing attachment to Miss Grice Wilson, the pretty daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Richard T. Wilson: After be left college this feeling
developed radily into ardent lo_'ve. anidl he gpent every moment he
could in the society of his sdored.

His father then warnsd him that hé would never qonsent to his
marriage with Misg Wilson. The &on replied that he loved her, and
that she had all the best gualities that a gzl could have. “There
were various reffons suggested for Cornellus Vanderbllt's uncompro-
mising opposition to Miss Wilson. At this time young Vanderbilt was
ohiy Just twenly-one years old, while Miss Wilion was at least elght
\‘eé.r‘{;;o_!d-zr._ having besn laogoclery many =ensons. At any sate, (he
oldar Vanderbily Insisted thut she was absolutely, gnfitted to he a
wife for his son, Grage went to Europe, and young Vanderbllt abeo
. .nggn; from past ev ema voung Vanderbilt's fate was senled That sealed hig fate. His father sent a friend, ’
from the, moment the Wilsons desiced to admit him to their family house, to Pnrls to urge him to retl.trn. Jput m "ﬂ% %’
cirele;, for “Mrs. Richard T. Wilson ls eonceded to be the ‘greatest did return he was engiged.
matohifnsker inéAmericd. She married her oldeést daughter, May, to  The engagement was announoced on JW 10. and’
ﬁs’ﬂw‘; 3!0 fortune is estimated at $50,000,000, The Goelety fixed for June 18. Vanderbilt partisans remarked Mj]g-

nem-"!n uw Astors, the greatest owners of New York real es- were going to devour thelr prey betore ha eould be- -
3 1!;1 1he redl estate connection. Orme Wusnn married nellug vgmkﬂlilt urged his objections io bﬁrll;l}
‘Astor, daughter of Mrs, William Asion Then Mss wovsly than ever, but '\rlﬂmqut avail.  The
h‘!uemw :w%*mmnrwmm m:uur'n .

Hls wife s a analeon of soclely.

To crown her matchmaking achievements,
proposed to marry her danghter Grace to the ¥
sutlrosd property In Amerlca. Miss Grace Wildsm

B.aring. the New York renreqentntive of the gr{‘q,l b0l sh
firms, but that was broken off, it is said] becauas M- Wi
not meet the financial yiews of the ﬂnncs

proxal of thelr son's atientlons to Mlss Wilson was M
archg' Ball, In February, 186§, when they failed to recogniw
sons. . In August of the same year Mre Ogden Goelet &




