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BOW deftly simple, how archly pious, yet how

inexpressiblybeautiful were our cunning lit-- j
tie essays .on Becky Sharp last week! If

Thackeray could have dropped into New York from
the celestial regions how amazed would he have
been at the majestic attitude which most of u's
dared to assume. And how he would have chuck ,ed
in his sleeves. He would have seen critics dt/'ng
their best to explain away poor Becky's mora',' defects(and Becky had very few original hou is in
"Vanity Fair" (for the benefit of young peop / who
are allowed to go unmolested to see "The Giij from
Maxim's;" who are permitted to'discuss "J > Paradise"at the dinner table, and whose grie ,'or the
fate of poor Zaza is ascribed to a "sy pathetic,
nature."

Thackeray would have wondered whe^e on earth
he was, He would have set to work t< inalyze his
paradise of contradictions, and he w aid'have becomegreenly jealous of Shakespea- ,, who is allowedto be as rude as he likes. 1 ecause nobody
dares to say a word. I can imaging 'hackeray re-

uiumiuKt "fi. i suppose iiiey > am receive '

Adam and Eve in New York, be -wise the mother >

of us ail didn't carry a marriage > rtiflcate In the
pocket of her fig leaf apron. Arid how aghast a
they must be at the almost f^mderlo'n loose- y
ness of King Solomon! 1 / i^itively treiubie t
to think what they would o ts M Fotiphjr. t
Probably they would preten Alnit the criy reason \
she took possession of Josei h"s coat-of-raany-coior* o
was to cut it op into a ra'zy quilt for Mr. Poti- ^

phar's bedsteojt." j:
Poor Beckj-i- She hers -.If wojild have, had » cii: vvulsionof mirth at the pfetty little tributes 1 < I

her character, mostly written in this ingenuous S
strain: "Becky Sharp was no lady. Miss Sipvsp (>
was an extremely u.;r.ghty person. She ^oemqd ;)
to love 'ots of gentlemen, and fate overt' oi? t
her at l*st. No self-respecting person can like s
Becky Sharp. She was invented by Mr. Thackeray, a
who wrote Tendonitis' and1 'Esmond.' Mr. Thack- t
Pro XT 1-is TYtV n«a T~» 11 > c? ATicjc T nTon" T t*-

as human as M 'Hair-Restorer Ayer." 1:
The best of it all was that we seemed to imagine 11

that nt body had read "Vanity Fair," and that
Thackeray was some novelty just appearing in the a

pages of Sc'timer. Imagine explaining. Becky at "

this stage of the game to the extent of a couple of
columns' Just think of trying to whitewash a s
character that will live forever as one of the most s

-daringly clever, inimitably reckless and gorgeously
humorous types ever created by pen and ink. J'
(Please It t me smile for a moment. Thanks so a
much! I feel better.) w

Mr. Winter, in a lordly three-volume tribute, M

opined that Mrs. Fiske had given "a great im- 11

personation of intrinsic wickedness, fraught w!th '1

the obvious and perfectly conventional moral "

that evil is hideous and is predestined to ulti- ®'
mate failure." No, you don't, Willie. Nay, nay.
Becky was not a failure, in the way that she looked ^

upon failure. At the beginning of "Vanity Fair" fa

Becky was a pauper. At the end of "Vanity "

Fair" Becky was far more comfortably situated ,u
as far as the goods of this world go. Vice is
not always predestined to failure.unfortunately. la
Book at the horrible people who are rich and
happy. Look at yourself, Willie, and look at me, ei

both of us good, but poor. .. J \ ll(
heThere is nothing funnier than New York
II]when it does a moral cau-eau. So much that

Is palpably improper is allowed to pass that posi- ^tively you feel as though you were surrounded
;l(.by Pecksniffs when it comes to turning up your W(nose at Becky Sharp. The discovery of Becky ^with Ste.vne by Rawdon Crawley never even

disturbed us when we read it in the novel. But J
because it was staged a few of us professed to "'

believe that it was too realistic. I suppose this ""
is due to the fact that what you learu in the ,H

company of others is more awe-inspiring than 011

what you learn in the religious obscurity of your 111flibrary.But this is humbug and rank hypocrisy.
If you can stand the routing of Becky in a novel I
you can certainly stand It on the stage, where hoi
it was shown more cheaply, more conveutionalls Nh,
and loss satisfactorily. hoi

I suppose that if "Vanity Fair" were written we
to-day. and published for the first time in New voi
York, it would re reviewed as "unpleasant," and 11
dismissed in a paragraph. "This Tlpiokeray."' tial
tlwtjr would Mj-, "ijilsrht iuyKt»_ uxiiiiU'-hlv i$vali
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cones. We confess to a feeling of nausea at
he-, hopeless cynic'sm of the book. Give us
Anthony Hope, and our little, tin idol, Rudyard
Cipling. Where is our Kipling, our virile Kiping?"But, you see, "Yauity Fair" has been
iccepted as a classic, and we can't go back on It.
t is no use struggling and spurning. Every
Title, of course, knew this, but still.well, you
ee,- there was Becky supping with Lord Steyne,he decayed old rake, confronted suddenly by the
ision of her own injured husband! Of course

ill*. TjaTie^loTi MitcVioll woe *
. iuk-cu iu utilize tnis

ncldent. That It attracted undue attention was
imply because "Becky Sharp" as a play is stulid,dull and lifeless, and nothing occurred onhe stage of the Fifth Avenue to interest us
mtll that luckless scene took place. I saw airst-nigliter.one of the most inveterate theatre;oersin New York.sleeping soundly through twocts. His head nodded peaceful; his breath is- 1
aled musically from his lips. He was the pic- #
ure of comfortable lethargy. He woke up at J.he third act. It had life in it.wicked life.but
t was the life that Thackeray pictured.
"If we were," says "Vanity Fair," "to give a full
ceount of her proceedings during a couple of
ears that followed after the Curzon street eatasroplio,there might be some reason to say that |his book was improper. The actions of very w
ain, heartless, pleasure-seeking people are veryften improper (as are many of yours, my friend th
dth the grave face and spotless reputation.that cu
s merely by the way); and what are those of a an

aau without faith.or love.or characterV" 'u
tear eld Montreal with its cry of "Degenerate!"
itjll, there is no reason why we should take our 111
no from the provinces. Not long ago that lordly ea
it outre, Paterson, N. J., objected strenuously f'1
o ihe appearance of Scotchmen in kilts, but eu
urelv New York is not going to throw stones
t. (lie Highland laddies. These are little con- Hi:
roversies that merely add to the gayety of na- an
ions. Probably if Becky Sharp had taken the
rouble to secure a moral, respectable; family-*re;ide divorce from Itawdou Crawley, giving him
he custody of the child and the right to marry
gain. Montreal would have cried "Regenerate!"
istead of "Degenerate!" But you can't bringj-i- .>-*
.aoijn.ii u^-n»-uuie wuiioiu ruining them. Beckyliarp's morals lacked the saving grace of longkilts, but Thackeray made them, and you can't
nild Dewey flounces around them without iniringtheir symmetry. Thackeray had the courseof his convictions. He didn't ask you to
eep over Becky. He didn't ruin an incomparable
'ork by causing her at the critical moment to
y out, "My sainted mother!" and instantly be">mea paragon of virtue. That is what our
lodern novelists would have done.in order to
st their story "accepted." You weep your noses
id, my little ladies, at Camille, who dies, and at
aza, whose heart -is "in the right place," beusethese ladies, both as' tainted as poor Becky,
ere both lacking in humor and managed to eiinglethemselves in your sympathies. If Becky
id indulged in a picturesque death scene in the
st act. in which, as the sinner, she forgave
erybody for everything (sinners are so gen-
ous and forgiving!), and catching her child to
>r bosom had covered 'him with the brine of
r eyes, Montreal would haVe said: "How beauful!"and our moralists would have said: "What
salutary lesson!" As a matter of fact, Becky
>arp teaches 110 lesson. She was wicked 011
count of innate cussedness, and you might as
11 put a coat of whitewash oti Topsy as bu
s little lady, with the negress-moral. jip
Becky Sharp was no lady. We knew it before tori
> went to the theatre. Characters can't go into tire
e playhouse evil and come out good. The thea- fur

isn't a dyeing establishment, into which you b'rlf
ter black and come out white. It is rather too mci
ich to expect that for .$2 you can get the devils yflctlpn changed into angels of the stage.
t is a great mistake to dramatize -popular Bol
ikv. They all .lose by the transaction. Becky The
arp lost none of her immorality, but her jollity, less
good humor, her art, her sarcasm, her graces, is a

re :)f] sacrificed. The stage Becky Sharp is a rigb
y tame cat. The real-one was a wonder. all
hit if Thackeray dropped down from the coles- hv
regions, wouldn't lie have some fun? xn
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MORE EASE i
By Miss Je

T is easy to see tliat life on the stnee hreerls n

love of luxury, though not always of refinement.Ladies who sit on gilt chairs in Louis
e Fifteenth rooms and drink out of empty Sevres
ps do not care to go home to plain piue wood
id weak tea. Ladies who come on three times
a plav to say, "Where is papa?" "I think I am
crop," ami "Now my end is accomplished." weagtwo hundred dollars' worth of fine clothing to

cli weighty sentence, naturally rebel at thess imishirt waist and serge of those who have never
mlated the example of the Queen of Shebn.
When a man wears red heels to his shoes, uses a
imond snuff box and spends his time in plaster
d cardboard palaces, as a natural consequence

SOMETIMES COMPANIES STRIKE A TOWN WHE1!
FLORIDA WATER,

fpols Ilia nrnroi- cnlioro ic, n-,,, WolrWfAo.

a. RJcii dishes, large flashing rings, gowns that
the eye with their trimmings and trappings,

lined eoats, strong perfumes, soft cushions,
;ht lights and much noise.these are the require
its of' the poor actor. 1
ow, for Three, or perhaps four months, he gets

His simple wants are satisfied by Delmonico, i
dt and the other caterers to exacting stomachs,
poor actress is kept fairly happy by the fault- 1
Jewellers and florists, and even if her grammar s

ill wrong she knows that her gowns are all
it. She drives in the Park and goes through %
the small but expensive routine, that is trodden i
those so breezily christened "the push." i
fact, for three or four months she lives up 1

s'hat fcar«lileu)s am. ami. tfccilgi? til.ri? UTtt i

^OR ACTORS.
ssie Wood.
who would scoff at them, remember they are HER
ideals, aud therefore very satisfactory to attain.
But in her life there is one crumpled rose leaf.

alas! how crumpled.
It 's the per'od of on^-night stauds.
You will never meet an actress and seldom an

actor who doe? not murmur sadly at this. Sometimesa callow actor, anxious to acquire Bohemianism.owns to iiking the journeys. But he outgrows
it. It is without exception condemned as a horrible
imposition.torture, the quintessence of discomfort.the reason of gray hairs, wr'nkles. drink, divorceand immorality.
Now, it seems to me horribly unjust that "actors

and actresses should have to go on one-night
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;E THERE 13 NO THREE HOURS OF

stands.or in one-night §£ands, or one-night standing.or whatever is the right term. ' It seetus to
me that, bred to luxury as they are, working as
hard as they do, and asking for nothing bdt seal
skin jackets, diamonds, roses, applause, electric
[>t*iis ana porcelain bath tubs, it >s perfectly (*ruei
to seiul them every year to a 'Siberia where they
nav not even tint] fresh mushrooms or linen sheets.
Oh, the bitter injustice of condemning an actress

to a circle of towns where there is.no manicure
hnn nn '

..... ...... ,i..u nu iiraiij k<juu ijuii-uuus.
I don't sec any reason why this torture shou'd

to on, and why these bitter exneditions should be
nade to W'ahoo and Cedar Rapids. What does
iVnhoo or Cedar Rapids know of luxury? How
ijthtly it estimates these sybarites who upset
heir ifilt-edced habits to come and amuse them.
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What docs it give them fc*'return for this almos
ascetic life that is forceu upon the sufferini
travellers? Bad cooking, close quarters.perhaps
temperance hotel, sometimes-(thiilk of that).n<
amusements, perhaps.In short. notillnS desirabL
but their salaries.
Xow. why should these curled .darlings sen

to Wahoo and Cedar Rapids? Why should®-'
Wahoo and Cedar Rapids come to them?
As the mountain came .to Mahomet, let the one

night stand come to the actor.
Here, unctuous manager, you. who make s<

inueh money out of this hard-working race, let m<
take your fine broadcloth lapel between my inkj
finger and thumb, and thus bottonholing you, ,tel
you how to transact your business. So manj
good people write and tell me how to do my work
and so many actresses and actors give me the
proper directions for dramatic criticism, that 1
am really glad to be able to reciprocate.

I would suggest that tickets of admission shoult
ho iasima nrl+h <.. iC._i-.j-j. ..v, v», r.1Vu uiiinaj laic mciuueu, to tnest
Western theatre-goers. If they would taste thf
sweets of theatre-going let them also taste the
grit and cinders of travelling. Let special ex
peditions be run from Peoria. Lincoln, etc.. tc
New York theatres, and thus the amusement ol
an Americanized French farce would be'mixed
with the experience and polish of travel. But i1
doesn't matter whether the country people would
like it or not, or whether the managers think the
enterprise good or not. It is of the actors and
actresses that I am thinking, and it is for them
that something ought to be done, and done quickly.in regard to this horrible outrage, the onenightstand.
Why should they ever leave Broadway.dear

Broadway, where they are so happy? They a^k
so little; they only ask that that little should ba
thick and rich. It is so cruel to send them to
these Devil's Islands, where there are no luxuries
and diversions: where they cannot smell the Waldorfcooking, or get a Slianley lobster, for months.
Their lives are hard enough. Every actress of

minor reputation has at least twelve other actresseswishing for her demise.I've been told this
.and tlie a'rduous study involved in speaking three
paragraphs' and wearing six gowns is very exhausting.'

Something ought to be done about the one-night

TH IS EVERY EVENING ENGENDERS LUXURIOUSTASTES. *

stand business. It has whitened many a golden
lock and is the crumpled rose leaf of professional

life. JESSIE WOOD.
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FOR THIS WEEK.

Most of to-morrow's vaudeville includes new
matfer or celebrities new to the music hall pro-
gramme. J be opening in a maze of glory of \\ eber
& Fields'g and Ivoster & Bial's. with a wide range
of new material, tun* led to the massing of strong
bills at all the other houses.
At Proctor's Twenty-third Street Theatre Canaille

iTSrvW®*, who has forsworn comic ODera this
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t season, makes her metropolitan debut. She will
? appear in a change of costumes, and her selections
i will* embrace the best successes of her career. In
o. addition are Charles Leonard Fletcher and Dorothy
e Ngvilte, in a laughable travesty; Jerome and Alexis,

the frog and the lizard; Fox and Foxie, Lewis and
t Blakely, Quiglev brothers and a score of other att"tractive features. The concert to-day will be continuousfrom 2:30 till lOuKT p. in., with Patrice,
Fred Niblo, Giacinta Delia Rocea, McCale and
Daniels, Maginel-Mullini Trio, Johnson and Murphy

5 and others.
5 The bill at the uptown Proetor continuous theatre,the Pleasure Palace, completely covers all1 the requirements of a standard vaudeville entertainment.The leaders are Will M. Cressy and
Blanche Dayne, in "Grasping an Opportunity,"

^ James P. Dolan and Ida Lenharr, In "A HightonedBurglar;" Maginel-Mulllni Trio, Johnson and
I Murphy, Adele Purvis Onri, Newhouse and Woodwardand many more. To-day's continuous con,cert, from 2:30 till 10:30 p. m., will have James
Thornton, Favor and Sinclair, Dan McCarthy,
Todd-Jtidge family, Jessie Millar and others.
At Huber's Fourteenth Street Museum Sergeant

Bill Anthony, of the United States Marine Corps,
who was aboard the Maine when she was blown
up in Havana Harbor, will make his first publicI appearance since the expiration of his term of
enlistment. Others in the bill will be Frank Cottonand Amelia Hill.
The nrofirramme for the ttopIt of TTnr+ltr

mon's Harlem Music Hall is headed by Pauline
Hall. Others to appear are Canfield and Carlton.
Wilpier Vincent and company and Snyder and
Buckley. The performance will close with a little
circus. Leo Morris will introduce his educated
ponies. Among the many novel and highly eppre1dated Improvements is the smoking compartment
In the rear of the orchestra floor.
At Tony Pastor's Theatre the attractions for the

coming week are Lynch and Jewell, the Blondells,Mile. Marguerite. Jess Dandy and a host of other
stars, including the Grant sisters.
At Koster & Dial's Music Hall a concert will be

given to-night,- at which Miss Ada Colley and a
host of other celebrities will appear.
The Sunday evening's Aerial Magnolia Grove

bill atop of the New York presents Kitty Loftus,Maggie Cline, Beaumont sisters, Hawaiian Queens,Polk and Kollins, Christine Blessing, Stuart sisters,Imro Fox, Mr. and Mrs. Beque and Edna
Collins. To these will be added to the perform- *

ance to-morrow the Eight Mascottes, a group of
hilarity dancei^ famous abroad and especially Importedfor the Grove.
The Eden Musee has proven a veritable Eden for "

the multitude of strangers now In the city. The
cinematograph views are changed every week and
the evening concerts are of the usual high order.
Manager Rice's "Pops" on the stage of the CasinoTheatre to-night will include Herr Von

Schneider's "Mirror Vitae," sensationally realizing
the Ober Ammergau "Passion riay;" Mons. ana
Mme. Beque, Miss Etta Stetson. Baroness Vou
Zeiber, William Pruettc, "Bob" Vernon. William
Gould. C-harles O. Bassett. "Mignon" Ella Chapman,Joseph Van der Bergh, Victor Barraugh, Ruth
White and Jack Raphael.
At Keith's the selections for next week are of

the usual high order. The house is enjoying great
popularity and the auditorium is packed at every
performance.
At the St- Nicholas Garden a special orchestral

concert will be given to-night, and for Monday
'the bill is replete with strong attractions.

Richard Mansfield begins his annual engagement
at the Garden TliPHtiv> on \nvcmluir on «mk "C»-

rano do Bergerac."
Fred Williams, stage director of the Lyceum Theatre.is rehearsing Bradley A- Frost'^ new farce,

"Jonah a::d the Whale."
Rehearsals have begun already for the performanceof "The White Squadron," which will take

place at the Metropolitan Opera House in Admiral
Dewey's honor on Saturday evening. October 1.
Admiral Dewey has accepted the invitation to be
present. HghMurray Hill Theatre reopens for thi season on

September 25. with "In Mlxzoura."
Germania Theatre will be reopened on September

'2# lindpr th*» miiiinp-pinoiil- aP < Ai

I>ie Meist^rsinger," wjiieh will bo given for the
first time ia English in America b\ the Castle
Square Opera Company at the American Theatre
oil Monday, October 2, is in rehearsal. I * 1
"We-uns of Tennessee" will be revived at the

American Theatre for one week begiuniug September2A


