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PROPHECY |S VERIFIED!
PLE MUST OWN THEIR OWN GAS

PLANT!

HE Mutual Gas Company reduced the price of gas yesterday from $1r.10 per thousand cubic feet to 65 cents. The Consolidated, which is a bird of the same feather, made a similar reduction. The reduction is the direct tesult of

the Journal's agitation for a municipal gas plant. The companies say it is the result of a war among themselves, 1f there had been no threat of the city building its own gas works, there would have been no war. The people have
triumphed and gas in Manhattan is nearly fifty cents cheaper, but the city must possess itsowngas works, or the refict will be only temporary. The warring companies will very soon come to an understanding and gas will go

back to its old figure unless there is municipal gas to play policeman to the corporations and keep them from looting the public. Sixty-five cent gas is a great triumph for the Journal and for the people, but the municipal gas plant must
be built, The necessity is greater than ever.—From the Jonrnal of May 2, 1899.

One day after the foregoing was printed in the Journal, the price of gas fell to fifty cents, at which it has remained until now, when it is advanced to the original figure, $1.10, an increase of more than 100 per cent. The
prophecy of the Journal has come to pass. The warring companies have come to an understanding. The people must now pay the robbers until they extricate themselves from the bonds in which they are bound by the companies. The

Journal insists again that there should be a municipal gas plant. It holds that there can be no argument about the proposition. The action of the companies shows that the publio is at the mercy of the corporations, and that the

only way to right and justice

lien in & plant owned and controlled by the people themselves.

L

GAS UP TO $110 AGAIN.

NOW

Only: the. Law Will Hereafter
Put Any Limit to the Press-
ure Upon the Consumer hy
the Various Companies,

Rockefellers  Force the New
Amsterdam to Terms, and It
Agrees to Advance Prices to
Legal Limits on Dec. 1.

“War' Proves That the Only
Permanent Relief from Ex-/|
tortion Is the Journal's Plan
for a Municipal Gas Plant,

The great rate cobiing war betsween. the
New Yotk gis companles ended yestetday.
The price of ges was jomped up nearly
ik Per eent, i

The break svus made by the New Amifer-
dam Gas Cempany, st the hiegd of which is
Anthony N, Brmdy, Avgnst Belmont and a
guore of othier Anponelers:  The Consolldated
Gias CUompany, ownped by the Standnrd Ol
Compony, and the Mmiual Gak Company
Adll Join Io thendvance swhen the directors
meet to-day. The Standarl Gas TAght eom-
pawy, [0 whiel Rossell Bage & the ohlef
taator, will, According to Mr. Hage, lose no
tTme In restoring the old prive.

The following statement, lssued vesterday
by the directors of the New Amsterdam
{ompany, afler a meeting a1/ the offlce of
Auvgust Belmont, at,k No. 120 Brosdway,
sent Consolidatad stock soaring:

la view af  the faot that the ocompany's
oipul has remched the Hmit of its capacity,

i hne besn decided to restore the price of gas

16 the legal maie, comuiencing December 1.

Under the law the companles may charge
fol more than $1.10 a thousand cuble feet
wirill Jasuwasy 1, and after that, unth the
®itd of 1901, not more than $1.05. Thereaf-
tepr the rate shall not e higher than $1i.

Connolldated Meets To-day.

Following the statement of the New Am-
wterdam Company, the anpouncemen was
muade that the Conspildated directors would
mest to-day at the offiee of the Farmers
Loan and . .Trast Company to “eonsider
quarterly dividends.”

When Jemes Sticlman, president of the
WNatlopal City Bank, & director In the Con-
wolldated and the representative of the
Tiockefellers, was asked If the Consolldated
svould advance the prlice of gas, he replled
thit the matter was not nnder consideration

o far ug he knew. He declined to sdy uny-

lng further on the aubject.

After the meeting of the New Amster-
dam direstory, August Belmont was asked
¥or amp explanatlon of the wction of his
company. It will be remembered that when
the war was begun by the Consolidated the
offleinlz of the New Amsterdam not only
mipt the Oonsolldated reduction to 08 ceits
® thousand, bHut went further and made the

rice B0 cents, postng ps ‘"a publle bene-
netor.”

Mr, Belmont decHned to tell why It was
thit bls company sbeuld now jump the
grice op in such an extraordinary man-
neT,

“The officlel statement covem the case,’”
gald he. “The price !s merely advanced to
the e of profli. We have reached the
it of ofr capacliy, and there Is no
necessity for cotitinuing the war further.”

Mr, Sage was In such a pleasant frame
of ming that ke told all about the sltuoa-
tlon. He had undmitted on the previous
day thar bhe had recelved an offer for hls
Btapdard Gas Company stock. He sald

yesterday, that the gentlemen who hnad
mnde the tender had fust sent their rep-
resentative to offer him a check as an
earnest of good falth in the transactlon,
bot that he had decltned to necept the
cheok. not wishing 1o tle himself up uutil
perfectly antlefied that the Rockefellers,

who, he presumed, were behind the offer
for hls stock, and who were, he belleved,
responglble: for the origina]l lowering of
the price for gas. wern acting In good
LHIth with him.

Snge Favors Higher Rates.

He was asked 1f (the Standard would

1 S S Y P TSPV U TS TS

FOR A CITY PLANT.

R R R R R R R s e
SAID THLY CUT RAIES FOR PUBLIC GOOD,
BUT ONLY THE LAW LIMITS PRICES NOW,

What They DID.

What They SAID.

“Phe reductlon Is made by the May 1.—The Consoltdated and Mu-
Mutual Company, whith has alwaya tual Gas Companles cut rates from
been allve to the Interests of lis $1.10 to 63 cents,
custommers, and this ¥ only another May = 3—The  Standard’ Gas Com-

I suappose the peo- pany cat its rate to 85 cents.

Moy 3.—The New Amsterdam Com-
pany made a cut to &) cents.

May b.—Consolldated, Mutual and
Btandard comipanles made a H0-cent
tate where they had to compete with
fhe New Amsterdam.

proof of the fact,
pie are pleased.
“The reduction was broaght
about from = regarcd for the
public welfare,
“The Mutual Company i3 alwaya
first In moves for the public welfare.

BABSARS DS S0 0S BOBAE S OASBBBBBASES

"How long will the reduction lust? Nov, 28.~The warring com-
OL! It may be for years and it may panies, as the Jonrnal pre-
be forever.” WILLIAM 8 PURDY, dicted, nll agreed to put the
General Manager of the Mutun! Gas price vp to §1,10—all the law

Company. nllows.
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and lay mains, the eley can do nothing.
It ls unfortunate that thé Republicans
Fwill have a majority In the Leglelature.
But I have Known majorlties In legislative
-Ibmllea to yield to the majority of & munlc-
palty. -

“Let the people of the clty make thelr
demand so sgtrong that even s Reﬂumicnn
mnjority will bave to -vield. T sghall un-
dertake the task of keeplng the people
fully Informed of the situation in Albany."

Foromer Comptroller Mvers, oie of the
Journnl non-partisun commisslon ehosen to
work In coujunction with cltizens generaky,
sald last nlght: \
"I feel as strongly as ever that the city
should have lte own plant, aod T bhelleve
leglslation to that end should be enacted
nt the comlug sesslon. 1 belleve-a munje-
Ipal” plant wonld glve to_us needoed relleft
and a better lighted elty. New York |e
most ponrly lighted, and the expense is out-
rigecus,

City Neecds the Plani.

“If we bgdl o oeity gas plant the price
woulil be cheapened, and we would have a
city as finely llghted ns any ln the.world.

The present enormous sxpanse wonld he

Hue from its Pennsylvanlas oll flelds l.almln roneerns, (he  gas companies, n-
tide waler necessary to suocessful] 1
4 1o clnred off. This war on May 1, last, tie
get out of the oil business and buy, bis raw | Mitual and Consolldited redueing the price
material Trom’ the Standarml.” He refused,
St Further Cut.
The Standanl Oll Company then nttacked! op the following duy the Néw Amsterdam
him in New York through the Consolldated | !
At the Standard Gag Comipany, with' Russell
R Commnny, The sy e Amereie | Sage at 1ts head, wan forced to follow’ wuit,
L B m{%,!gi 2 ffﬁrg;"]_%dgﬁu flesh | pantes, howsver, charglug.-np to the legal
:f' the Cansol mﬁ' fuF fo 85 centa, and | tRie of $L10 (o consnmeny where there was
o LY the Stanfard te! It was finally redlized that the effort 1o
the Ol 'i.’i\:-m'pluly wix!ﬂf‘lm the mmuniclpal gas Plsut_ would Have
killing, two bird= wit] ¢ gones - It w - e, by
desttable, o6, Sgmost the Baen Bompans. to | the bl waw Itcoduent at. @ e, when the
. ‘to -the f:,j + thus /makers weérTe confronied with, a mass
ellminate’s troublepame competitor. | of Important loglslation and conld not wwell
y ltako up in the right way the plan proposed
L oevéry . . Mr.. pen foreed 10T !
a4t evéry poiut r.. Hrady has been forced | P M e el g s
(Feneral ‘Indpstreial Syndicate; Litnited, ay
gligh corporation, recognized as a part of | walt for the squeeze that the companles
B must svon again pot in operation.
merely a dwmiby o 1n the b Alon' by :
which Mr. Brady. and thf Cudahy brothers [ folly alve, (o the "sltuation.  Bvery . pro-
jhecy made by thls newspaper has come to
the ﬂq 1 was on the Consolidnted secured]
control of the Miutual Gas Oompany, owned | companies would pateh np a peace, and
that-the reduction of the price in gas. wnk
handing over (o them a mejorlty of the
stock, wobld never have nhelnn gha untllntt!:le eity
3 N eampe O
sorption of the Standurd. Comtpany by the.h’d SO ORIt AT THUR O
Rockefellers, for which Mr. Rage I8 the, Lonest competition to sell gny nt 4 resson-
Brady nod the New Amsterddm Com- able price.
pany, it would appear that the gas situa. Aprll Inst,  exd¢ept ¢hiat there exlsts a fine
of the Standard O Trast, organization to enrry through the needed
l placing the matter befora the Legisiature,
NOW IS THE TIME FOR soon 10 meet.
The blll providing for the »sl:ubi!shgnant
The Consolidated fias Company. ot OF S PN PIMEL S S IR oy TNEPT)
rath th L v B emb
er, the Btandard- O Company, seized A% UdcuE e iy hieata:
battle upon ita rivals:ln sapplying gas to In viewlng the action of the New Awmster-
e prople of New York, thon 100 per cent, and ot being assured
that the other comparnies would follow milt
the clty shonld have Its own gus plant. It S8 : Do i ik
baw att “The tlme |5 now ripe for the establizh-
aliacted “the laterest of 'the' whole ment, lu llne with the Journal’s plan, of
Legisinture aud of pridctlenl experts ans | soon be undergoing agaln the process of
theorists il over the countey, tbelng robbed by the Giag Trust
) : ture convenes, In January, I shall ihtro-
that ‘a people’s gas plant was instituted | duce thy' necessary bill. Without pormis-
wus made only after carefnl study and
been ;ﬁn-therml ind poalysed. It was found
that the l]1::«3\1'|\llhm; riee of $1.10 for gue
g

ry
r Lght | augurnted the hattle that has just been de
the blg trust.  Mr. Drady was, invite
; to cents per 1,000 cuble feet.
The Attack on Hrady.
; OluE Gax Comphny ciut & price to 50 centy, and
Gas Company, glgm It pwns, and cnt ‘the ;
prive of gusto 65
Id; Mr. ’F‘lms the matter hae stood, all of the com-
Hoge's. Imm}ﬁn
o ) I8 ?'_'}_* Tork . has ojed | 00 competition.
cheap gas,  ‘In" (qrage
ng%l e S!nad.uf? ag i 0 be carded to the next glgiature, ghice
mpan
sell- ont  to Cotisodidn ot g law, mak
-The h Aren k
SRt Ol et hay SppaTently woR the LiTl, Tt was agreed to let the matfar
fo sell “Wes 5 nles | Lbe ] 208,
e D Loy Ly : work quletly: for the end In view, and to
the 'Btandard Ol Company's system, and
I 1A P v 3 That time has ¢ome nod the Joornal is
are wfﬂed out of the oll bypsiness, . Waile
" peas.. The Jourual sald that the warrlag
by (e Vanderblite, Willlam, H, Vanderbilt
only & temporary matter; that New  York
With the prospect of tlie Immediate nb-
panles that wanted to remain in a fleld of
r;ﬂllhurl#r‘- and a perfeet understanding with
o The situation now ls exaelly as it was in
tlon fn New York (Sity I wel] In the habds
legisiation, and mo tlme need be -lost In
A MUNICIPAL GAS PLANT. N Bihan Nee
and will be introdnced by My, Harburger
upon AN opporiung moment (o WAge §
dam Company in advancing pthe tlee more
in April last the Joutnal was wrging thit
to-day, Mr, Harburger sald:
people, ‘of' (he Municipal Assembly, of thela municlpnl gus plant. The people” will
"Ihe determination of the Journal to gep ““As early as possible after the Leglala-
sion from the Legleluture to lsiue bands
after the fullest Information avallable had
was n glgantie robbery. Practical tests

and examples froin mundeipal plants o
operation showed that the setual oost of
nmnufacturing  gne aod dellverlng it n
the butners was not wore than 'E cents,
and It wos made pladn that If the coni
panles r_-lurfm only o0 cents a thousand
enhle feet there wonkl be a tremendons
profit for them,

There was Introduced inte thé Legisla-
ture—by Mr. Harburger in the Assembly
and by Senntor Thomas F. Doanelly fo the
npfwr honse—a b, r}urppsd_rerl by the Joup-
aul, providing for a elty gas plant for New
York, Tammeany Hall sent s committes |
of twenty-five pf its best members to Al- |
bany to tell the legislators why the people
wauted 8 munleipal s plaot and to en-
lighten tliemn 1 any disputed polnt, This
commitiee qld its Jduty wﬂh_ e

Gns Companles Scored. 20 >

The Journal formed a cowmittes of New
York's most enmdnent cftizens to  disouss
the nmimiclpal ownersiip of gas fnd to

follow the New Amsterdam In the ad-
vance. He veplied that while po meetlng|
had been ealled to conshder the matter,
he was certainly lu faver of lucreasing
the price,

. Sage  pronounced the war of the
Lansolldnled as unboly nnd s “frightful!
Infustiee" ngninst the poor, mennfue, he!
explalned, those who had “‘Invested their
little all” in ghs securlties,

L Gns stock was essily  the'
ln o strong oloslng markel Ses-,
1erday, the advance petring 3§ per cent to'
L | The trausnctlons were lirge,
it wis noted that there were many oy
dery for fractlonn! lote in the sales. !
he gns war o New York
an effort on the an T Anthon
Lo conduct ‘%m eople’s. Grs Company in
flileago with ofl brought from the wil
E.“]"’ by bls own ecompanles, the Indinnt
Pipe Line Compauy and the Manhation O]
Campany.

in this defiance of the
papy he wns {‘-

‘ors, - packing
Had an oll oom

N. Bragy

tandard Ol Com-
dned by the Cudnby Broth-
gy of Clleago. who alyo
i pany koown. as the Codahy
Vompuny.  Mr. Brady and hle agro'lates
wore practically. conipetitors of the Stand-
iy, dpd the anlr really  successfil onie,
slnee the United Srates O Comipaty, he
maly other Lormiditile tival of the-Rtahdard,
l:as mever besn able Lo constryct the plpe

and ' veuture by

roceeded fronn Jovwrunl's-

spunding so much imonés to
Ty, an

conslder the advisability of forming an or-
grulzation of citizens, outsido of ]}g'ﬁ:‘tlrs, )Ln
rrummo the acqoisition of gaw worky by
h%"vlty il d Nlew York,

-Hese gentlemen were Andrew H. Green,
Chniles a"ﬂ Dayton, Louta Wlnd-mul]g. el?:d-
ward M. - Grout, Richard Crokey Colonel
\}llllmn C. Church, Theodore W. Myers,
Charles O'Conor Hennessy, WllHam - B,

Cornelius Van Cott, Peter H.

climlonted, and there would bLe many ad-
vaniages In the plau. By all meang let na
wonlk to the end thot we shall finve a plant
owned by the people.”
The  Demderatle party in the clty Is
coinmifted by its platform to the munieci-
pal-plant, An uneguivocal plank ‘to that
offect was Introduced luto the platform at
the suggestlon of the Journal. Friends of
ut when the Tammauny the plan must be won, ‘It is shown, from
was workifg nt Albany; the dowlnant party, aud a great popular
8 ehmimlttee nvas aronsing demand will bring thls dhowt. .
erest and hope dn the propossd  Having been the firel to Insist that 0
the elty, and Professor Hdward people s ould no louger be robbed by the
of the Chicago University, and ghe movopollsts, the Joornal proposes t3
perts wlho had some fnrwnl‘dvlt the continwe the fight for right until the bu&-
4 inyltation, were whowing legisla. tle Is won. It Is pointed out hy those who
people that gas could be made apd | lave studied the situdtion, ~that the tima
bi) cents At a profit that the Mutual |18 ripe for ur ng the plan onward, and
1solldated companles (the two are |t this work the Journsl has committed
OII;IQ in reality), declded to make n war to|lteslf nareservodly. X
lf?";'&i"ﬁi-‘fiﬁé’:"’&'f}? :h-e ];mm el Hetre lihn _;er-nuiuz!cal histors of the
! Yy " war on ¢ &
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» o i ti 5, 1800—The Journal  editarinl
sud, by the <ame ln m_:uﬁpd the bullilng of a municipal i-.z

plant, ]
trndex section of the

ublesome rivmls conld be' sen )
X JAprtl ﬂ»—mﬁfdiml(. r
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Attacks Them, Drives Them Back,
but Loses 226 of His Men.

(Copyright, 1890, by the New York Journal and Admr.t-iscr.)

ondon, Nov. 23--The total British losses to date
in South Africa, including those sufiered by
General Methuen’s Column to-day, are: Kilied, 286;
wgggded, 1,011; prisoners and missing, 1,089; total,
2’ L] .

(Copyrizht, 1899, by the New York Journal and Advertiser.)
ONDON, Nov. 23—An official dispatch to the War Office, dated
Cape Town, November 23, 10 p. m,, gives the following tele-
gram received from General Lord Methuen at Belmont:

“Attacked the eénemy at daybreak this morning in a strong posi-
| tion. Three ridges carried in succession, the last attack being pre-
pared by shrapnel,

“The infantry behaved splendidly and received support.irom the
al brigade and artillery. The enemy fought with courage and skill.

“Had T attacked later I should have had severe losses. The vic-
! tory was complete.

“Have taken forty prisoners and am burying a good number of
Boers, but I gather that the greater part of the killed and wounded
had been taken away by their comrades.

“I have a large number of horses and cows, and have destroved a
large amount of ammunition. The following are our casualties:

“Third Grenadiers—Xilled, Lieutenant Fryer; dangerously
wounded, Lieutenant Blundell; wounded, Lieutenant-Colonel Crabbe,
Lieutenants Leslie,- Vaughan, Rebow, Russell, Lygon and Cameron.
Kank and File—Killed, 26; wounded, 36; missing, 13.

“First Coldstreams—Wounded, Licutenant Grant.
and File—Killed, 8; wounded, 17; missing, 5.

‘*Second Coldstreams—Killed, Licutenant
Willoughby; wounded, Lieutenant Burton. Rank
Wounded, 6.

“First Scots—Severely wounded, Major Hon. D. Hamilton,
Lieutenants Bulkeley  and Alexander. Rank and File—Killed, 9;
wounded, 34. ;

“First Northumberland Fusileers — Killed, Captain
Eagar and Lieutenant Brine; dangerously wounded, Major Dashwood,
Lieutenant Festing, Captain Sapte and Lieutenant Fishbourne. Rank
and,P‘ilc.—-Ki!led. 12; wounded, 32.

“Second Yorkshires—Rank and file wounded. 3

“Second Northumberlands—Severely wounded, Captain
Freeland and Lieutenant Barton, )
. “B-ﬁgadi_cr—(}meral Fetherstonhaugh is severely wounded.
“Total officers and men killed, 59: wounded, 149: missing, 18."
Although Lord Methuen reports a complete British victory at

nav

Rank

Hop. Claude!
and  File—

Belmont, there-is a_ good deal of copment tonight on account of his
LY < et v - R
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‘only are possible at General Joubert's intentions.
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The Bloody Disttict .in South Africa. >q
The battle between Lord Methuen's fiying column and'thq-ﬁéim oc- 1+
curred near Belmont, twenty miles nbrth of the Orange River and sixty :
miles south of Kimberley, In:Natal the Boers surround Ladysmith, Co-

lenso and Estcourt, are attacking Weston and threaten Plefermaritzburg, t

General Buller has left Cape Town for Natal, - SOCERERN TR e -; .

Boers Bar His Way to Kimberley-at ' Belmont -and He § |
R R R e O e R s

-Lieut.~Genetal Right Hon. Lord Methuen, K.G.V.0., C.B., G.A.C. .

The commander of the flying column, bound for the rellef of Kim-
berley, that won a battle yesterday at fearful cost. This column s made
up of the regiments of the greateat distinctlon in the British infantry, the
household gurards of tha Queen.,

heavy losses and his failure to pursue and capture many of the Boers:

It is evident that the victory is similar to those at Glencoe and
Elandslaagte, where the Bnitish ¢aptured the Boer position, only to
have the enemy come back in greater numbers.

Lord Methuen was popularly expected to sweep triumphantly on
to Kimberley, carrying everything before him. This severe fight, in
which the finest regiments of the British Armv—the Coldstreams, the
Grenadiers and the Scots—were: pitted against a smaller force of irreg-
ular- Boer tronf)a, has not resulted exactly as consolingly as was ex-
pect’cd‘

Although. no doubt, General Methuen rightly claims the victory,
his dispatch saying that, if he had waited longer before attacking, his
losses would have been very heavy, has not an assuring ring.

Ome certainty is that the advance to Kimberley temporarily has
been checked, but the British have the stronger force, and will, of
course, eventually go on.

Sltuation Serious in Natal.

Meantime the situation in Natal is not so satisfactory. Reinforce-
ments have been there more than a week and no advance has yet been
made. General Buller leit Cape Town yesterday to hasten there ahd
brace things up. The Boers have 17,000 British besieged at Lady-
smith, Estcourt and the Mooi River, and still have enough men left to
advance determinedly southward toward Pietermaritzburg. Guesses
It may be that he
is fooling each of the three besieged forces into believing that he has
the entire Boer army in front of them, whereas he has only left a few
and is taking the main army to attack the British near the sea.

On the other hand, the British fear he has many more troops
than they counted on. Whatever his intentions, he is playing a deep,
brilliant game. To have paralyzed the British advance the moment it
began: to have cut the relieving column into three parts, and to have
compelled each to stand intrenched on the deiensive, cut off from its
base, leaving the latter (Pietermaritzburg) almost at the mercy of the
foe, is an achievement which must alwavs be remembered to General
Joubert's credit. S

BRITAIN'S BEST TROOPS
IN BATTLE OF BELMONT.

ORD METHURN'E foree for the reffef | Guards and the Scots Guards. These thrse
of Kimberley, according to dispatohes|regimenis ars known as the Foot Guuiis,
received a few days ago, consistx of abobl|and to them belongs the honor of protecting
four thousand men. It inclides the fower |ihe Queen. They are to the infautry what
of the Britlah infantry. Atmong lis officers iihe Household Cavalty ace to the mounied
is some of the Wucst blood In the Queen’s | troops. =4 ol
service, The disnatchen desorfhing the battle men.
The, Lrignde containe battallina. of 1ha | tfon e presence In Methnen's command of .
fauous Coldstream Guards, the. Greondler ' the First aud Second North rland Fusi-




