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A New
/

the Senate In explaining that the purpose
of this Government Is to be friendly with
nil nations, and that any formal written
alliance would be injudicious.

Too Startling- to Talk; About.
An ambassador of a nation friendly to

France, "stipulating that ids name be not
used said: "I shall- wait awhile before,- i
sigree to be quoted on tbi.s news, which jsj
certainly of a startling character. It may
Ik- true, although I hardly think that there
1s proof of an alliance in the courtly expressionsof fount von Buelow. or in the
visit of the Emperor of Germany to the
daughter of a Vanderhilt.
"Yon must remember that the'Kaiser

promised to visit his grandmother some
time before tbo war broke.out in the Transvaal.The Haider's sympathy and that of
Ills people were with the Boers. He sulked.
He was afraid to visit England, as it would
have -irritated his people. The British
Queen could not afford that such a. visit be
postponed, which fact rhe Kaiser kn -sr.
The ('ount von Buelow, then fixed the priee
of this friendly visit, and it was prepaid
in Samoa aad in Togoland. t

'
*

The Kaiser is always spectas-nlar
ami inelodraiiiatlc. By goingto EngJanilhe practically announces that
1... !,«« inmlp tin nil in nee with Knir-i
land. He goes further, visits the]
))nche«s M Kn rl boroun'h. mill eeyittinlyproduces the Impression that
there is some new eause of intimate;
relationship between Germany.
Knglnnd and the United States, as
atl 'three nations were represented
at Blenheim.
" "Whether that' new relationship exists or t
not. we" 'iiusr take into account the fact'
tit.it op the "eve of the Kaiser's departure'
for England 'all of ths semi-official Qermuii
papers announced that there would Ite tiO;
political significance in his visit to London.
Thfit. however, might have been a part of'
the (liplon:nticnuivciuent. i
"As to the indications tlint the United;

States is in this scheme, it may be true,
"htit T doub' thai this country will make,
engagements which would necessarily es-.
1-J-aiige simh friends a* Russia and Francis
If the'Unit->d States had not yet received
Iter share of Samoa, I might be inclined to'
believe that it was entering into a new!
compact. Having gained its point in Sa-
ntoftv and its there has been 110 refusal to
agree to its demand for an open door in
China. I can- see nothing which can be
gained by the United Stajes making a foreignalliance."
M. lli iebuilt I have read the dispatch

which t's alleged to have been sent to,the
New York Journal br the Count Von Buelow.and have noticed with interest the
conclusions which the 'New York Journal
seems to draw from the visit paid by the
Emperor of .Germany to the Dupe and
Duchess of Maryborough.a conclusion
which Is drawn by the Journal 'n these
headlines: "The New Anglo-Saxon Drei"bund.Germany. England and America."

I have nothing to say about the alleged
significance of the visit, but if the grace-
nn eourres.v saown oy rue i\.iuser towaru
Clie American born Ducihess or Marlborough
Ij» of *uoh high significance, bow is it that
the New York Journal drsrws no conclusionswhatever from the declaration made
Friday in the French Parliament by M.
Dele-awe. Minister of Foreign Affairs, in
reference to the recent conclusion of the
commercial agreement between France and
the United States?
M, Deleasse closed his femarks with the

"following words: ''This agreement will give'
fl fresh Impetus to the commerce of the
two peoples Who are united by history and
similarity of political institutions, and cau
never cease to be so save by misunderstandingof their evident interests.
These words of the Minister of Foreign

AfTairs of France were spoken in the French
Parliament, and ar.e certainly an emphaticdeclaration of the friendly reelings of the
French Republic toward the sister republicof the United States. I have stated it before.and can only express surprise that so
little notice has been given to the offlc'al
utterances of the French Minister of ForeignAffairs, while such great significance
is attached to the visit of the Kaiser t.o
Blenheim Castle.'

As it Russian Sees It.
Compte Cassia], tlie Russian Ain-'

bnssndor.I can only say this, that I find
nothing extraordinary in the Visit of the.Emperor of Germany to a high personalityof English society, a peer of the realm, tnei
Duke of Marlborough, and to his wife, the'
Duchess of Marlborough. From what Ijhave heard the Duchess of Marlborough is|
a very charming lady, and there can lie.
nothing surprising in a social visit of this1
k'nd. It seems to me. however, to he ex- !
Treinelr difficult to draw the conclusionthat this event has any political slgnillcaaoh.This Is not the first t'ime that the
Emperor of Germany has made such a visit
to high nersonages in Europe, and It will
not be the Inst time. I presume that the
German Emperor knows the Duke of Marlborough,has met him in s.>ciety and has
paid him naturally tills grnr-efni attention.
Jn passing I may say that the relations betweenRussia and the United States are of
the ino6t friendly character."

Senator Morgan'* Views.
Senator Morgan, of Alabama, forme?

Chairman of tlio Committee on Foreign Relations:
"I do not ciT-e to discuss the reasons

whichmay have induced the Kaiser to
visit the Duchess of Marlborough, nor the
probabilitv of any drelbnnd t<> which Gteat
Britain. Germany and the United States
may be possible parties. I will say, how-
ever, that the United States have no occa- jion for making any combination of a 1jjolltlcal soft or character with German^#rd Great Britain which would, give thej<
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(From "Black and White.")
Game of "Ring Around the I

Latin nations of the earth cause to suspect 1
our friendship or our lixed determination
always to treat them with generosity and|
kindness, and to respond to the many acts
of national courtesy they have exhibited
toward us." i
Senator Morgan pointed o'lt in the course

of a most interesting conversation that it
AVits rlie Latin races that controlled the;
greater part of the Western Hemisphere.
Outside of the T'nited States rtud Canada,
they were the people, he.said, w ho dominatedthe eontinent. It was the Latin races r

that threw off the yoke of Spain, set tip the 1
Republic of Mexico, gradually wrested CentralAmerica from the Spaniards, overthrew
the monarchy in Brazil and cur up the
whole of South America into republics patternedafter the great republic of the An-
gin-Saxons of the t'nited States.

It ought not. Senator Morgan said, to be
the policy of this Government to offend
these Latin people whose trade we wanted, (
and who were friendly to us, and in all
they did sought to emulate the example we
had set for them.

Sees \o Alliance. (
Representative Sereno E. Payne,

oft 'New York, said: "I am glad that my
country mis me gooa win ul iur w;noci. i

should much prefer it that "way thau to
incur his enmity. At the same time I uh
not believe anything that has been done
Indicates, the existence of a so-called dreibundor an alliance under any form or
name." J
Representative RnnUhead. of Ala- ,

bam a. candidate for minority leader of the
House, said: "I must confess I do not see
anything of great import in the visit of j]
the .German Emperor to the 'Amejican
Duchess.' I look upon it as ail expression
of his good will toward the 1 nited States t
more than anything else, and this is cer- v
tainly.a condition to be desired. I do not ,

believe it justifies the suspicion of Anglo- 11

Saxon alliance. I am not prepared to be- f
lleve that even this Administration, which (Jhas done and will probably continue to do
many strange things, proposes to enter
into an alliance of any kind with Great t
Britain and Germany." > s

1 cannot conceive that any American administrationwould lie willing to become a e

party to the miserable diplomacy of Eu- I
rop \ with all its intrigues. Its subterfuges
and its hypoerioy. Such a proposition
would ho a jug-handled arrangement with
the advantages all on the side of the con- c
Tiliar.t-.il Iinii-ni-a Ttin.-a n.HT-nva. ronrnlt UnliT

the development of our trade: they would
nor aid in promoting our commerce. Their
ouly.-objeet would lie to secure our physical E
help, they having heroine convinced that f
we are a powerful nation without limits
as to the degree of power of wihieii we are
c.ipdble. They would not help us physically 2
if we needed it. We never shall need it, j]
an I any such proposition would tend only
to- put us in4 the position where we would
pull the chestnuts out of the tire for the 1
European powers. I do not believe the
existence of any such alliance, for It would «,

wreck any party that would suggest It,
much less endeavored to carry it our. ?

Rivals in Commerce. I
We are ad industrial and a commercial t

nation. We will always be. Then must P
there, always be a marked rivalry between
us arid 'Germany and Great Britain, two ,of our most prominent rivals. \o alliance
could stop our search for trade. This ^
rivalry will continue forever, and my t
strong hope is that It will continue to bo j
a friendly rivalry.

If the Emperor's visit is Intended to £
show his'good will toward this country it 1
will do much to wipe out the impressions j
that have been created recently by cer-
tain acts committed In Germany. That, cf 4

itself, will be productive of good. Be- e
yond that there is no significance in his t
visit to the Doehe'ss of Marlborough.
Representative Swanton, of Virginia

.There can never -be an alliance between t
England, Germany and the United States, i
for these nations nr hitter rivals of one tanother in tlm world of trade and commerce.Each is working energetically for s

the expansion of her trade. However '1
irremuv tne wennan inmporor may show
himself to be. Germany will be none the
less one of our greatest rivals, for she is t
one of the big industrial nations of the
earth. *

Ucprescntn tive \ewland*. of Xe- 8
vacl*.I fail to see how the visit of the i
German Emperor to a denaturalized Ameri- vcan woman can be construed as a mark of
- nodal friendship toward the United 0
States. Still it may be. but if It is. what i
does it matter? Germany and the United nStates are rivals in .the same field, looking '

seriously for the world's commerce. Noth-
In.g that can l>e done will abate that rival- t
ry. T dg not take any stock In the Idea of
an alliance. It is against the sentiments is
exf the American people. I

KAISER NOW I
AT SANDRINGHAM. j°t

JTV I
Windsor, Bug;, Not. 25..Thousands of S

pp<>l»Ie lined the route from the Castle to 'jthe station to-day to bid farewell to the !4
Emperor and Empress of Germany, who
left for Sand-ringti.ini to visit the Princess n
if Wales. There was tui affectionate part- vj*ng ut the Castle between the Qfueen and ],lier imperial .visitors. t
Erfudon. Nov. 25..The Princess of Wales t

and the Duke of York met the Emperor v
1ml Empre-si of Germany at Wolferton s
Station, asnd they immediately drove to e
Sanilxinghdtm,. The most elaborate precau- v
dons were taken to guard the route from
the station to Sandringham, a distance of
"riree miles. Policemen were stationed at «

nervy yard. E
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KITCHENER REPORTS
KHAUFA KILLED.

Dervishes Routed Comi~j--* :ru l\ A _
pitfitJiy,' wild ivieiriy

Siain.

DTHERS. SURRENDER,

Dsman Digna Escapes from
the British, but They Hope

to Capture Him.

Cairo, Nov. 25..Lord Cromer, the British
linister here, has received the following
Jspatch from General Kitchener:
"Wlugate's force came up with the KhaIfa'sforce seven iniies southeast of Godid
nd attacked it. After a sharp fight he
ook the Khalifa's position. The Khalifa,
rho was surrounded by a bodyguard of
Cmirs, was killed, and all the principal
hnlrs were killed or captured except OslanDigna, who escaped.""
The Dervishes were defeated utterly;
heir whole camp was taken and thousand's
urrendered. Many women, children and
attle also fell into the hands of the AngloIgyptianforce.
Kitchener Describes the Figrht.

General Kitchener sends this story of the
onflict:
'"YVlngate's Arab scouts located the KbaIfa'sposition at Omdebrikns. Our force

narched from Gedil in the moonlight and
requently had to cut its way through, the
msh. It arrived before dawn on rising
;round overlooking the camp, which was
lidden in the trees. We heard their drums
nd horns before dawn, and, at 5:15, the
lervishes attacked.
"Our guns opened tire and soon the action

leeanie general. Half an hour later the
rhole line advanced and swept through the
lervish position for two miles or more, till
he camp was reached. The mounted troops
ursued and captured most of the fugitives.
"The Khalifa, with most of his men and
he Emir bodyguard, made a gallant stand.
Lmong the Emirs killed were the Khalifa's
wo brothers and the Mahdl's son. Osmau
)igna left immediately after the firing beranand probably is concealed somewhere
n the vicinity. I hope eventually to get
llm. We took the entire Dervish camp.
HI the Dervishes not killed surrendered. I
annot speak too highly of the excellent belaviorof the troops and their endurance
luring the long, tedious marches preceding!
he final action. From 4 o'clock in the
norning of November 111 till 5 o'clock in
he morning of November 124 they marched
ixty miles and fought two decisive actions.
I"he Soudan now may be declared open."
If the Khalifa referred to as having been ]

;llled in battle is Abdullah el Taishi, the
;reat chieftain of the Soudan, who has
;iven so much trouble to the British, it <

nav be said that the power of the Der-
ishes is completely crushed. He was one
f the three khalifas, or heads of leading
trab tribes, who in 1882 helped the famous
dahdl to overthrow the government of
Egypt in the Eastern Soudan and establish
he despotism of the Mahdi in its place.Abdullah, however, has been reported:illcd on several occasions, though the retortssubsequently have been denied. It
rag the followers of Abdullah woo took the
lost prominent part In the annihilation of
leneral Hleks's army, and before his death
he Mahdi nominated Abdullah as his sueessor.Consequently the tribe of Abdullah,
he warlike and tyrannical Baggaras, ruled
he Egyptian Soudan with a rod of iron. «

Unco 1885, when the Mahdi died, Abdullah
ins been known as his successor. He re-jluced the power of the two other khalifas]1
xii uijiuv ms xui>- supii-iut jii rue rvouaan.
lie was only about fifty years old. with
coffee colored complexion, and his face

cas much marked by smallpox. He had n|
ring and, prominent nose and wore a short
curd. according to the 'Moslem custom.
Vhen lie first came Into prominence he was
ery thin, but of late years he had grown
rout. He was a man of tremendous en-
rgy and common sense, although he was
incducated.

Chance of a Lifetime, $25 Overcoat,
itin lined, JP.99. Cameron's, 207 Flatbush are.,irooklyii.
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WAR HYSTERICS
AROUSE DISGUST.

Britain Shows Signs o1
Reaction from UnreasoningEuthusiasm.

PRESS NOW SATIRICAL.

Even the' Queen's Chocolate
Christmas Present Does Not

Escape Censure.

London, Nov. 25..Among the seriousminded,conservative English people there
is a growing feeling of disgust at the spread
of the "namby-pambyism" which finds an

excuse in the war.

The hysterical outbreak which has ensuedsince "Tommy Atkins" and his offi?t-r
became a full-fledged society craze has alreadybeen the subject of satirical articles
in the better class of British publications,
and now all signs point to a reaction from
that unreasoning enthusiasm which is responsiblefor so many undignified antics.
Never were the old English army officers

so aghast as when they read of the Queen's
decision to send a box of chocolate to each
man in the field as a Christmas present.
Compared with her simple speeches at her
farewells to the troops this announcement
appeared as a sudden descent from the sublimeto the ridiculous.
On top of this came the heroic accounts

of Correspondent Churchill fightiug battles
and commanding troops, and regular officerspoured in letters to the papers protestingagainst this.

Cliiircliill Not Belittled.
Though not belittling Churchill's personal

bravery in the Tirah campaign, an officer
was obliged to tell Churchill that his help
was not needed to command a company.
Other Instances of this young ex-officer's

readiness to interfere have been "printed
since the glowing accounts of the armored
train affair.
While it is pointed out that he does not

deserve good treatment from the Boers,
having violated the usages of war, the re),|0i-Qlooca ic .nntrnsO
I'"" «» U * V » - «*v

withthe alleged actions of the French and
Germans, who. It is claimed, during the
war of 1870, shot all non-combatants found
carrying arms.
The big West End caterers are busy shippinghundreds of cases of champagne and

pate do foi gras to the regimental messes
in South Africa, and society women are

working feverishly, making plum puddings
for these unfortunates. Many of the puddingscontain costly jewelry, tie pins, rings
and other mementoes from adoring womankind.
Lady Colin Campbell has made 110 fewer

than 106 plum puddings for the Dublin
Fusiliers, and several puddings have been
sent to Winston Churchill, addressed to
Pretoria.
Motive* of Many Are Mercenary.
Though the majority of such efforts are

doubtless prompted by genuine patriotism
and a desire to alleviate the sufferings of
the soldiers, the charitable movement is
taken advantage of by notorious self-advertisers,botli social anil mercantile.
Woiuei, who have not hoe 11 received in

society, in spiie of the efforts of years,
have been untiring in their endeavors to
get publicity for their particular scheme
to raise money or articles to send out to
South Africa.

'

Incidentally, It is announced that the
I)uke of Abercprn has ordered for the field
Ked 'Cross three hundred dozen of Messrs.
So-and-So's handkerchiefs, "which are famousfor their softness and delicate texture,"
etc.. and every theatrical press agent: in
the country is reaping harvests by obtaininggratuitous advertisements from hitherto
unheard of actors and actresses who are
willing to recite a war poem or^do a turn
to help the war funds.
This, of course, scarcely applies to the

few leaders of the profession who originatedthe idea of an American quota of
charity, a movement which culminated in
M>.0 Umti-ii Pnituv'si cafp chnntnnf. thnnell
the latter "lias not escaped criticism.

London Times Takes the Lead.
The Times set the 'example by giving it

a meagre and uncomplimentary report in
its news columns, and since then several
society anff other papers have referred
satirically to the excesses which marked
the tipping and other methods employed at
the entertainment to raise funds.
The amount of advertising some of the

theatrical uonenitios have secured Is not
excused even by the presence of royalties.
Many prominent members of the American
colony here freely express in private conversationtheir disappointment and strouger
feelings at the proceedings of this performance.
Joseph II. 'Choate, the United States Ambassador.was placed in an awkward positionby finding, upon his arrival here, that

he was. apparently, actively associated
with the cliantant's management.
One individual was officially discountenancedby the Embassy, ana the same

was the case with several others wlro,
though known In the London papers as
Americans, are not claimed as such by the
various Ambassadors or are not received lu
New York society.
On the other hand, the hospital ship

Princess of Wales, fitted out at the instigationof and with the personal supervision
of the member of the royal faintly after
whom she was named, was done quietly
and is now ready to sail. A great part of
the cost was borne by the Princess' own
pocket, but its complete control Is given to
the Army Medical Department.

KITCHENER WANTED
TO FIGHT THE BOERS.

London, Nov. 25..Mainly About People is
authority for the statement that Genernl
Kitchener, before leaving England recently,
made a strenuous attempt to obtain the
supreme command In South Africa, bait was

refused on account of his junior rank and
Lack of knowledge of South African conditions.
A Cabinet Minister is quoted as saying

relative to General Kitchener's request:
"Why, when he got to Pretoria the man

might actually /send Kruger's head to
Madame Tus.vaud's."

Colombian Revolution Stumped Out.
Dr. Luis Cuervo Marquez, Secretary of the ColombianI.egatiiii at Washington, has received a

message from the Minister of Foreign Affairs informinghim that "the revolution is totally stamped
Dut."
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A British Anmore
These are the novel machines

spite of the disasters which have at
derailed near Esteourt less than a f
Churchill, was captured.

Large Accessions to Free 5
Cut Off from Gen

LOXDON, Not. 25..The gravest news
from Cape Town to-day comes from
the northern part of the colony,

where, it is now evident, numbers of
Dutch farmers have risen aval joined the
invading Free State forces in the Herschell
and Barkl.v-East districts.
A dispatch from Queenstown, Cape

Colony, General Gatacre's headquarters,
announces that "400 colonial rebels, Includingan ex-Maslstrate of Barklv-East.
have joined the enemy" at the latter place,
and that the whole force is reported to be
marching on IKmlrocht, whence it can

operate and possibly intercept General
Gatacre's advance to reoec.upy Stormberg
Junction, a strategic point from which
General Gatacre can get In direct touch,
through the railroad, with General French
at Naauw Poort, and thu^_ with the British
base at Do Aar.
Another dispatch says that refugees arrivingfrom Queenstown assert that Ladygreyhas been occupied, by the colon In ^

farmers, and that it is feared there that
there is a general movement in favor of
the Boers.
Further dispatches from Belmont, confirmingthe treacherous use by the Boers

of the white flag, are arousing indignation.The troops engaged ire Complainingbitterly, and it is feared the result
will be a refusal to give the I'oers q> artcr.

Accuse Iloers of Treachery.
An incident similar to the one which

occurred at the battle of Glencoe, when
an officer was shot by a wounded Boer, is
reported by tiro London Times' correspondentat Belmont, who says that LieutenantBlundell, of the Grenadier Guards,
was ihot by a wounded Boer whom lie
was tending.
Such statements appear incredible, but

they are now confirmed, officially, by the
protest of General Methuen, who has sent
a message to the Boer commander, saying:
"1 must auk you to warn your

wounded not to shoot our officers. I
must warn you not to use dum-dum
hullets. or use the flair of trace
treacherously. Such action is cowWh
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knowledge, to play the piano at

It stands as the last and mc
construction of a satisfactory su

AS an article
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expression,
player and vary \
the double deligh
ducing it. A pei

The Pianola has " possibili
It is the only piano-player whic

Emil sauer says;
4

can freely say that tl
pleasure than I ha"v

so-called treats of pianistI advantages offered by the i
(and the endorsements it ha
musical critics make it w<

every one.
The Pianola brings into us«

now lying idle.. It makes every
and master of a repertory whicl
both ancient and modern, the lat
variety of both song and dance n

and gladly shown to the merely
purchasers. If unable to call, s

THE £OLIAN COMPAQ

~CH ARE A
OININGTh

:d Train Ready for Recoftfic
of war which have become so popular
tended their persistent use. It was on
ortnight ago, and thp majority of its co:

t
'

Waters' Force Reported an

eral French.Ladysmith, 1
River Forces Still Penned.
arilly in tlie extreme, and I cannot
countenance it."
Ail accounts confirm the splendid charging

of tne British infantry, the Scots Guurds
entering the tight with drums heating and
fifes playing.
The second ridge was the strongest position.The Boers there were sheltered behindramparts of bowlders. Nevertheless

the Guards advanced steadily, many of
them coolly smoking.
E. F. Kir'glit, a war correspondent, who

went to Havana during the Spanish-Americanwar, was wounded in the arm by a
dum-dum bullet.
The hospital train arrived at Grange

R'ver In the nick of time from Gape Town,
lintl xxroa cunt Doln.ont 'I'lio t..oi.. ? <,

atructed on the corridor system, with beds
ranged in tiers on either side. On its returnto Orange River with the wounded, it
was found that a number of them were
able to walk, but there were many stretcher
cases.
The troops in camp lined the route front

the station to the hospital. The wounded
were cheerful, and as they limped along,
supported by medical orderlies, exchanged
chaff with soldiers In the crowd..

"Loot'1 Was In Hi* Leg.
"Got any loot?" asked a soldier,
"i'es," was the grim reply from the

naalmed man, "in my blooming leg.-'
Several military .experts question the wisdomof General Methuen's nttack on the

Boers near Belmont until reinforced by
more cavalry, as the lack of the latter arm
enabled the Itoers to make a fairly orderly
retreat, and it is expected they will soon he
heard of again.
There is much discussion now as to

Whetiter General Methuen intends to march
direct to Kimberiey or double round and
cut off t'oe Free Staters, who have Invaded
the Oolesberu and Burghersdorp districts
and. driving them on Generals Gatacre and
French, itifl'ct a crushing defeat on them.
The general opinion, however, is that, lie

will proceed north and attack the Boers
at Modder River, thus relieving Kimberiey.There is much anxiety now its to the fate
of Mafeking, ir. view of the latest and somewhatdespondent advices. It was rumored
In the Glasgow Stock Exchange to-day that
Mafeking had surrendered, but the War
Office Officials declare they have nothingconfirmatory or otherwise.
In the meanwhile, the news from Natal

is not encouraging. Estcourt and the Mool

i Piano there shouli
lays any piano. A

m A /%.

"'S new piano-player enables an;
any time.
>st perfect result of years of
bstitute for the human perform!

in the Musical Courier say:
revolutionize the whole ;

> tempo, and tone-colori
vith his musicianship and
t of hearing an artistic r

4petual fund of refined pie
ties" which have gained for it i
h has been endorsed by musici:
'It is really wonderful. I
le Pianola gives me more
e had from thousands of
ic effort/' The practical
Pianola to all music-lovers
ls received frcm the great
Drthv the investigation ot

; thousands of pianos which are

member of the family a player
i includes the musical classics,
est popular airs, and an endless
lusic. Pianolas always on view,
curious as well as to intending

i r 11.
ena ror pampnier.
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)issance in Natal
with the British in South Africa in
e of these trains which the Boers
mpliment of' men, including Winston

d General Gatacre May Be
Estcourt and Mooi.

River canip arc boili hard pressed and it
scents almost a joke to regard the garrisons
as forming part of the relief force for
Radysinith.

umiraiuu iiuui i irmno, uiurn niurs-
(lay. gives advices from south of Ladysmithto the effect that General Joubert,
tlie same morning, shelled Estcourt camp,but without response. The inhabitants of
the town were reported to be leaving.
The dispatch from Pretoria also indicate*

that news of the battle of Belmont has
reached Pretoria, as it says, "Heavy flghtIiin-is reported south of Kimberley to-day
between the Free Staters and a supposedBritish relief force from the Orange River."

Fighting at Willow (frange.
The foregoing dispatch does not refer to

the British attack on the Boer position at
Willow Grange, outside of Estcourt, tho
previous day, which wap reported by tho
English newspaper correspondents. The at|tack is said to have been a surprise, and,
although the British retired on Estcourt,
they did not do so until they had bayonetedeighty Boers and captured all their
equipment and a number of horses.
A big gun posted in position, the capture

of which appears to have been the British,
objective, was found to have been removedThestori- is thus circumstantial, though no
official confirmation Is yet forthcoming.
An official statement was Issued at Durbanyesterday that there were ho Boers

sotith of the. Mooi River. The Boers, however.as shown in recent dispatches, are
rapidly closing round the Mooi River camp.
An armored train and mounted patrols
which reconnoitred the country around on
Wednesday reported seeing but few of the
enemy.
Yet the following day the Boerfc were

found in strong force in two directions
near by. This shows the extreme mobility
of the Boer forces.
Two Boers have surrendered to the Britishat Nottingham Road Station, south of

the Mooi River, and there are reports that
the Boer forces are starving, which, it is
said, explains their raiding farms.
Nunfbers of loyal Natal farmers have

taken the field in response to the mobilizationof the rifle associations, and are now
doing splendid scouting work. Two of
these volunteer patrols checked the Bopi's
uear Mooi River. The Government has
realized the value of their services and
yesterday authorized the raising of a
mounted corps of farmers to check Boer
raiding.
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