
BLIND A LIFETIME,
SHE SEESjT LAST.

In Her Fiftieth Year Miss
Helen Beers Has Sight

Given to Her,

With the First Gleam of Light
She Views a Human Face

with Wonder.

Educated and Accomplished, but Must
Go to School Again to Teach

Her New Sense

LONGS TO WALK IN THE OPEN AIR

Objects All Strange and Marvellous, and
Color Undistinguishable.Could Not

Tell What a Chair Was, Ex¬
cept by the Touch.

Bridgeport, Conn., Dec. 11..In one of the
white and green houses which, nestling
amid the hills of Western Connecticut,
make*up the hamlet of eBrkshire, a white-
haired man. bent by the weight of more

than eighty years, sat alone last njght
waiting for the home-coming of his child.
He gazed fixedly «rut of the widow by which
lie sat, but the mellow moonlight that
clothed the scene without In softest colors
did not hold his admiration.. A thick film
/that had covered his eyes from childhood
shut out the- pretty picture and left the
solitary watcher in blank darkness.
"Yes, I am lonely," he said, "but Helen

is coming home in a few days and then I
shall have a great deal to keep me busy.
Now that she can see there will be much
for her to tell. It makes me very happy to
think that Helen can see. Hpw strange the
world must seem to her. Just to think j-he
has lived iu 't for nearly fifty years with¬
out knowing what it looks like. Now she
can see everything for herself and tell me

how it will be for one who has been blind
a lifetime to suddenly get their sight."
While this old man waited and won¬

dered, a woman sat in the home of a

friend here in Bridgeport, some twenty
miles away, marvelling! at the strange-
shape of a chair. It was so different from
what her mental picture of this familiar

object had been that she smiled at the
contemplation. This woman, who, during
the forty-nine years since her birth, has
been totally blind, can now see as well as

any of those about her.
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UnnKhter Blind, but Accomplished.
Helen- Be«;rs inherited the physical de¬

fect which Ms robbed her of sight for so

long a time. Her father, Abraham Boers,
a well-to-do resident of Berkshire, has been
blind all of his life. When ho was eighteen
years old he was taken to New York and
an operation for cataracts in both of his
eyes was performed. It was unsuccessful,
lie not only did not gain his sight, but
lost the power which lie had possessed
before of distinguishing light from dark¬
ness. Despite his biTndness, Abraham
Beers loved and married.
When it was found that his little daugh¬

ter, Helen, had been born without sight
he remembered the failure of the oculists
to relieve his blindness, and declared that
they should not tamper with his daughter's
eyes. He sent her when she grew to be
old enough, to the Perkins Institute for
the Blind, at Boston. She learned to read
raised letters with remarkable alertness,
became an accomplished pianist,' ami could
find her way about, without the aid of a

guiding hand. She was an unusually apt
pupil, aud received an education which
many a young woman in possession of
this rarest of the senses might well envy.
When she completed her course at school

sh< returned to her home at Berkshire
and added much to its happiness. Years
passed, and death closed the eyes of her
who had seen for both father and daughicr.
Then Helen, now a grown woman, be¬
came the mainstay of her old father. She
cared for liim with all the tenderness and
yet with all of the authority of one who
did not lack the faculty of sight.

I'mlersoem an Operation.
Not long ago she came to Bridgeport to

visit a friend, Mrs. W. L. Goodman. Dr.
F. M. Wilson, an oculist, who lives in the
same neighborhood, heard of her case and
look an Interest in it. Finally Miss Beers
decided that she would undergo an opera¬
tion under Dr. Wilson's supervision at the
Bridgeport Hospital. The operation for the
removal of a cataract from the eye Is not
tinusual, but it is seldom that any one
should be allowed to remain a victim of
cataracts for fifty years without so much
as seeking relief.
Over two weeks ago the operation in

Miss Beers's case was performed. Both of
the cataracts were removed at one time,
which was of itself an exceptionally trying
ordeal. When the delicate Instruments
lifted the Aim from one of her eyes she
cried:
"Oh, look at those bars; aren't tliey

queer?"
The lirst object that she had ever seen in

her life was before her, the iron bars
which sustained the glass roof of the oper¬
ating room in the Bridgeport Hospital.
She could distinguish them and she knew
what they were. As soon as the cataracts
had been removed strong bandages which
entirely excluded light were applied. These
were not removed until a few days ago.
In the meantime .Miss Beers, who is of an

extremely, nervous temperament, has suf¬
fered from other physical troubles and this
lias had a tendency to retard the healing
of her eyes. One of them has been giving
her considerable trouble, but Dr. Wilson
has strong hopes of overcoming the diffi¬
culty. Her sight in one eye is unquestion¬
ably restored and there is strong proba-
bilitv that both of the organs will be use¬
ful.

All Wonderfnl and New.
"Just to think," said Miss Beers las,t

night, "I must learn to read again, must
memorize my A I? C's once more. Letters
are very strange to the sight. My sense of
touch is very acute and I read so rapidly
that way that 1 fear 1 shall never become
quite reconciled to the change. And that
chair! Look at it. I had no idea a chair
was like that. The landscape? Oh, yes;
wjiat little they have let me see of the
landscape is very beautiful. But I haven't
seen much yet. My eyes have been band-
aged most of the time. I am so anxious
to be allowed to go out of doors and walk
about and examine everything that I see
with my hands. I want to harmonize the
sensations of sight and touch. It is very
remarkable. The colors are particularly
fascinating.
"I never could realize, when I was blind,

what color could be. When I was a child
1 could tell when It was night and when
it was day, but I soon even lost that per¬
ception. Things that 1 have been handling
and knowing by touch I cannot recognize
at all by sight. And then I never knew
wh»t a human face wan like until 1 looked
up Into that of I)r. Wilson at the hospital
when the tirst gleam of light flashed into
my eyes. I have not been able to gain an
iden of perspective yet. That is, J be¬
lieve, telling the distance objects are from
you. But I suppose it will all come to me
in time."
Miss Beers is a woman of more than ordi¬

nary intelligence. Her blindness has not
prevented her from being a hard student.
The lack of the sense of sight has served
to render more keen ana more sensitive
all of the other faculties. Her piano play¬
ing has been the admiration of all who
have heard her, and she lias done a great
deal of reading.
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OUT TO-MORROW, <

Langerman and His Latest Accuser, May Stern.
The girl'a brother, Max, complained 1 o Recorder Goff of having found his six¬

teen-year-old sister in the apartments of the man whose narrow escape from a ten-
years sentence on the charge made by Jtarbara Anb will be remembered. The girl
lias since confessed and told how she became acquainted with Langerman througli
his typewriter. On the Recorder's advice, Stern laid the facts before the District-At¬
torney. but the family now declare their disinclination to prosecute. The Gerry
Society claims that it cannot take up the case because the girl Is over sixteen
years old. Langerman declines to discuss the matter,

V

Giving Sight to Miss Helen Beers.
Born blind, at the age of forty-nine years she has her eyes operated

upon, and can now see.' Things which she could name by feeling them look
to her now very different from the mental picture that she had formed. She
hopes soon to be able to walk out and study nature and colors. The first

_ human ..face -she. ever -saw -was that ef the surgeon who operated trpon her.

JURY DROVE JUDGE OUT.!
While They Were Coesidering Their Verdict

Justice McCarthy Moved into
the Corridor.

The serious lack of room In the City Hall
building for the accommodation of the
courts caused City Court Justice John H.
McCarthy, his clerks and court officers and
litigants to vacate the courtroom and loiter
In the corridors of tba bujldlng for nearly
an hour yesterday. In order that a jury
might get a chance to deliberate In the
case of Simon Feist, who brought suit
against Mrs. Mabel Warren for rent al¬
leged to be due him.
There are only two small jury rooms In

the building, and there are four courts
constantly In session. Sometimes the trial
of a case does not take so long as the de¬
liberation of the jury, and in consequence
the Jury rooms are often occupied when
another jury is ready to retire. That was

the case yesterday.
The Judge objected to the jury using the

Governors' room, as has been often done
heretofore, as complaint has been mfcde
about It.

IS
Sixteen-Year-Old May Stern

Added to His List of .

Accusers,

Her Brother, Max, Tells Recorder
Goff of Her Unhappy

Fate.

Tempted to Shoot When He Found
Her, with Other Women, in Lan-

germap's Flat.

GERRY SOCIETY WILL NOT ACT.

Claims It Cannot Because of May's Age, and
the Family Declines to Prosecute Be¬

cause of the Publicity.Accused
Man Declines to Talk.

A ten years' sojourn In prison that "Wal¬
ter Lothair Stanley Langerman escaped by
the grace of Barbara Aub's mysterious con¬

fession of perjury last year may still be¬
come that Individual's portion in the near

future, unless the susceptibility of fem¬
inine nature again operates to shield him
from the processes of justice.
Twice witliln a year has Langerman,

lawyer's clerk, collector and man about
town, been thrust before the public eye
upon the complaint of women.

The first time was when Barbara Aub
accused him of an offence of which a jury
convicted him, and the penalty of which
he escaped through the woman's strange
after-confession of perjury, which confes¬
sion she subsequently withdrew. Again,
not so long ago, Langerman was accused
by a Mrs. Merle of robbing her of $50.
Mrs. Merle, for some reason, failed to press
the charge In court.
Several days ago Max Stern, a young

business man of Forty-second street, ap¬
peared before Recorder Goff and asked his
advice conceruliu; the proper steps to take
to secure the punishment of Langerman.
He told' the Recorder a pitiful story in
which figured his sister, May Stern, a girl
barely past her sixteenth birthday, who
lives with her widowed mother and two
sisters at No. 22 East One Hundred and
Sixth' street. The Recorder heard Mr.
Stern's story and referred him to the Dis¬
trict-Attorney's office, where Stern repeat¬
ed It to Assistant District-Attorney George
Gordon Battle. Later he made a statement
to an official of the Gerry Society, but as

his sister Is over sixteen years of age the

society could not take cognizance of the

complaint.
Mr. Stern was In a state of nervous ex¬

citement when he called at Recorder Go.ff's
office, and ns he told his story, tears trickled
down his cheeks and bis voice quivered
and broke with emotion.

Max Stern's Story.
"My sister, May," said he, "is but a

few months over sixteen, She had always
been a good girl, living at home with our

mother, one younger brother and our two
older sisters in a flat at No. 22 AVest One
Hundred and Sixth street. She was never

out at night, and never In the company of
young men. A few months ago she met
at a reception some young women who
introduced her to another girl, a typewriter
in Waiter L. S. Langerman's office, at No.
114 Nassau street. She became friendly
with this girl, and without the knowledge
of any of our family used to go to the
oflice to meet her. My sister is pretty and
unsophisticated. Langerman saw her at
his office one day, and, my sister says, sub¬
sequently told his typewriter to bring her
to his apartments at No. 123 West Twen¬
ty-seventh street. She says she went
there, met Langerman and his friends, and,
her senses dazzled by the elegance of the
surroundings and the gayety of the com¬

pany, she went again and again.
"I found out what was going on after a

time, and went to Langerman's place and
accused him. He denied his guilt flatly.

"I learned another time that my sister
was probably at the flat and followed her
there. A friend was with me. When the
door opened Langerman stood before us

smoking a cigarette. We could see two or
three women lounging about in the room.
One of them was my sister. I would have
killed the man. but I thought of my wife
and those dependent upon me, and restrain¬
ed myself.
"We took my sister home, and the next

day she ran away. We could hear nothing
of her for days. But we found her by
accident last week, and took her home
again. There she made a full confession of
the facts I have stated. I only hope the
law provides a punishment commensurate
with the villainy of this man Langerinau.
Shooting Is too good for him."

LaiiK«riuiin'N Rooms.
The friend who accompanied Mr. Stern

to Langerman's flat, said the place bore a
resemblance to an Eastern harem. The
women there were attired in loose, fanci¬
ful dresses, and the air was heavy with
the perfume of Turkish tobacco.
Assistant District-Attorney Battle said

yesterday that he had taken no steps look¬
ing to Langerman's indictment as yet. and
that the ease was in such status that he
could not, with propriety, discuss it.
At the Gerry Society headquarters it was

said that Mr. Stern had been there, but
that the fact of his sister's being over
sixteen years of age precluded the society's
taking any action in the matter.
Mr. Stern had stated, in telling his story

to Recorder Goff and Mr. Battle, that
Langerman, after he first formed his sis¬
ter's acquaintance, had gone to the Board
of Health records and looked up the exact
date of her birth before offering her his
attentions.
"He is quite foxy enough to have done

that very thing." said Superintendent
Jenkins, of the Gerry Society. "We had
a complaint some months ago that Langer¬
man was entertaining numbers of young
girls in his apartments, in West Twenty-
seventh street, and w(. have kept a careful
watch upon him. He is careful to keep
beyond the reach of this society, it seems."
May Stern is the prettiest girl in the

"Park block" of East One Hundred and
Sixth street, She has a profusion of
Wavy black dark eyes, a figure that
combines ti» wlender grace of girlhood and

the rounded curves of early womanhood,
ripe red Hps and two lines of flashing white
teeth. At present the wayward and re-
pentent girl is stopping with her married
brother. Max, and his wife. Her mother,
an elderly widow, is almost prostrated with
grief, and her handsome elder sister. Miss
Carrie, soon to be married, is overcome
with shame at the disgrace that have come
upon the petted child of the family.
.'We will not prosecute this wicked man

Langerman," said the old mother last
night. "Let some of the others whose
daughters have suffered do so If they like.
I do not want any publicity and I do not
want my daughter's name' to be coupled
with that of such a woman as Barbara
Aub. May will not be seventeen for some
months yet. Thank heaven we have got
her back to her own people again. I can
control her actions after tnis, I think.
"My son wanted to send Langerman to

prison, but I will not consent that my
child's misfortune shall be brought into
the courts."
Recorder Goff would express no opinion

concerning the probable outcome of the
case. The only significant thing the Re¬
corder would say was: "But sixteen years
is not the limit of the age of consent. The
law makes it eighteen years."
Walter Lothalr Stanley Langerman does

not seem any more perturbed over the
prospects of his indictment than he did
the other day, when Mrs. Merle accused
him of stealing $50 from her pocketbook.
"I do not care to discuss the affair," said

he. "I know nothing of any effort being
made to indict me."
"Do you know May Stern, and did she

visit your apartments?"
"I have nothing to say 011 that subject."
"Did her brother threaten to shoot you

when he found his sister in your rooms ?"
"I have nothing to say."

NEW LOCAL CONSUL.
General M. Bolet-Peraza Chosen to Repre¬

sent the Grealer Republic of
Central America.

General X. Bolet-Perazn, who was sent
to this country from Venezuela 111 1889
as Minister Plenipotentiary, to confer with
Secretary of State Blaine in regard to the
Guiana controversy with Great Britain,
has been notified that the Greater Republic
of Central America has appointed him Con-
sul-General to this city. The Greater
Republic consists of Salvador, Honduras
and Nicaragua.
General Bolet-Peraza is one of the most

prominent 01' the South Americans in tnis
city, and is a leading member of the Span¬
ish-American Literary Society and the Cir-

culo Colon Cervantes. He Is also an hon¬
orary member of the Union League Club.
His family Is one of the most distinguished
In Venezuela, of which country he Is n
native. He represented Venezuela In the
IV.n-Amerlcan Congress, held In Washing¬
ton. While In Washington as Minister from
Venezuela, General Bolet-Peraza became a
warm friend of James G. Ulalne.
DRENCHED THE CAMERA MAN.

New No7zle Demonstrated I's Action, to the

Disgust of the Photographer.
Two hundred people wr.telied the ex¬

perimental operation of the Doyle patent
nozzle, on board the fire boat Xew Yorker
at the Castle Garden pier yesterday after¬
noon. Incidentally an amateur photograph¬
er, who wanted to take a picture of the
nozzle in action, was drenched from head
to foot..

It was claimed for the new nozzle that
It would throw a direct stream and a pow¬
erful spray at the game time. The nozzle
used was one inch and a half in diameter,
and In some respects It was not unlike
the ball nozzle now in use. About nine
Inches from the end is a bulb, perforated
with small holes, and by means of valves
the entire force of the stream could be
made to pass In an enormous spray
through the perforated bulb, the spray
playing at any angle, the man holding the
hose, desired. A direct stream and the
spray could also be obtained simultane¬
ously, and the inventor claims that a lire
can thus be fought at close range.
Captain Kyan, of the New York fire en¬

gine repair shops, said the acceptance of
the new nozzle is problematical.
MIns Kelly IJieil AVlitle SlngiiiR.
Duluth. Minn., I>ee. 11..Miss Mae Kelly,

prominent In musical and social circles of Du¬
luth, died su<l<lenly last night of heart failure.
She hud roluuteered her assistance at u con¬
cert given at a church fair, and she had sung
the opening bars of "He Giveth His Beloved
Sleep," when, she fell backward dead.

Garbage Contract Signed.
The Brooklyn garbage contract, which was

awarded to the Brooklyn Sanitary Company,
was signed yesterday by Commissioners Willis
and Emery. The contract Is to last for live
years and the amount to be paid is $600,000.

Tiffany & Co.
will keep their establish¬
ment open in the evening
from Monday, the 14th
inst., until Christmas.

UNION SQUARE,
NEW YORK.

MATE'S BOOM
SCARES PIATT.

t Steadily Grows as the Fos¬
ter Child of the/ Anti-

Machine Men.

Fhe Tioga Chieftain Regards the
Enemy s Move as Only a

Big Joke.

v/lay Lend Himself to a Rebuke for the
New Aspirant and the Union

League Club.

V1R. CHOATE COVETS THE PLACE.

Committees and Lawyers by the Score Pre¬
paring to Lay Siege to the Legisla¬

ture in Behalf of Mr.
Piatt's Foe.

Joseph H. Choate is dally growing largo*
l8 an obstacle In Mr. Piatt's path to tho
United States Senate. Launched ten days
igo, his boom has steadily increased, despite
he sneers of the machine Republicans. The
ictlou of the Union League Club on Thurs-
Choate Is certain to «be the signal for Sim¬
la r indorsement by Republican clubs
throughout the State.
Mr. Choate declared to inquirers yester-

lay that he does not disapprove of the ef¬
forts to elect him' Senator and that if the
jflorts meet with success he will gladly ac¬

cept the place. Mr. Choate's candidacy and
the Union League's action are the tirst guuS
iu the new fight against Piatt.
All of Mr. Piatt's efforts to secure "har¬

mony" among New York Republicans ha've
gone for naught. All of the negotiations;
between Cornelius N. Bliss and Mr. l'lnte
tending to the same^object are off. If Mr.
Piatt Is elected Senator It will be because
lie has forced the Legislature to ciwose
tilm after that body has had an opportunity
of selecting Mr. Choate.

\V. 1). Guthrie, who proposed tne resolu¬
tions indorsing Mr. Choate. said In bis
speech to the 600 club members present at
Thursday night's meeting that if the 1 nion
League adooted the resolution the Union
League of Brooklyn and a hundred other
Republican clubs would do the same. The
Union League will appoint a committee
of fifty to wait on the Legislature and uriie
it to elect Choate. Other clubs will follow
suit, and the prospect is that before the
Legislature acts It will have been visited
by at least 500 of the most reputable law¬
yers of the State. Petitions asking for
Choate are now circulating.
Aside from the significance attached 1o

the Union I.eague'3 action, because of its
position as the most influential Republican
club in the State, there is added signifi¬
cance in the fact that General Horace Por¬
ter, fresh from conferences with Messrs.
Mckinley and Hanna, presided at the mcet-

"\Vhen the subject of Mr. Choate'g
dac.v was broached to him several we« ks
ago by Me.ssi's. Brookfield find
lie siiiil i

,"I am in no sense a candidate. I tliii .<

an,] have always thought public position
should seek the man. if Republicans t.n.ik
I could serve ihe State in the Senate nid
elected me, I should tfladly take the place.
If Republicans wish to use my name in this
connection. you liiay rest assured 1 suall
write no letters of decliuation "

Mr. Piatt declined last night to discuss
the Union League's action

______

The ancient story-tellers, no doubt, be¬
lieved the infant Hercules inherited h $
wonderful snake-strangling powers from his
father, but modern science shows that a

baby's strength depends largely on the
mother's health at the time the baby 13
born.

, ,To bestow a strong and rugged constitu¬
tion on her little one, a prospective moth'-r
should fortify her own health and strength
with Dr. Pierce's Favorite Prescription. It
is the most wonderful health builder ever
devised for women. It imparts elasticity
and endurance to the special organism,
and gives power and tone to the entire
constitution.

.Taken earlv during the expectant period,
it enables her to meet her time of trial with
a strong body and cheerful mind. It short¬
ens confinement; relieves labor of ali its
danger and most of its pain, and promotes
the secretion of healthy nourishment for
the child.
There is no other medicine equal to it in

nerve-building power. It is the only rem¬

edy of its kind prepared by a regular-
lv graduated, experienced physician No
woman should risk her health by resort-
ing to any preparation compounded by a

mere nurse or other unscientific, unedu¬
cated person.
Women would save themselves and their

families from much unnecessary sickness
by obtaining and reading a copy of D:.
Pierce's free book. "The People's Common
Sense Medical Adviser," a thousand-page
volume, explaining human physiology in
clear and interesting language, and giv:ng
many suggestions and receipts for home-
treatment of common ailments; with o\tr
three hundred illustrations and colored
plates. It will be sent absolutely free on

receipt of twenty-one cents in one-cent
stamps to pav the cost of mailing only.
Address, World's Dispensary Medical As-
sociation, No. 663 Main Street, Buffalo, N \.
If a handsome cloth-bound embossed bind¬
ing is desired, send ten cents extra, (thirty-
one cents in all) to pay the additional
expense of this handsome cover.

ONE HONEST MAN
Dear Editor: Please Inform your readers that

If witte-n to confidentially I will mall In a sealed
letter the plan pursued DV Which I was per¬manently restored to health and manly rip >r
after years of Buffering f r un Iservous Weakness,
night losses, and weak, shrunken parts.

I have 110 scheme to extort money from anv
cne. I was robbed and swindled by quacks until 1
nearly lost faith in mankind, but thank heaven,
I am now well, vigorous and strong, and anxloua
to make this certain means of cure known to all.
Having nothing to sell or send C. O, D., I want

nomoncv. Address, JAMES A. HARRIS,
224. Delray, Mich.

We wish
that everybody icnew the valued llootli's
"Elyomei" I'ocUet lnliater for
coughs, coifs, bronchitis and asthma.
Costs $1.00 at druggists, or at

R. T. BOOTH, 23 East 20th St., N. Y.

Wanted.An idea
vour i'leas; they may bring you wealth. Wr
JOHN WEPliKHBCKN A: CO.. IM>t. F.I. Pat-
A1 to-novn Washington, P.O.. fortbeii Sl.SOOprJ offer and new list of 1,000 Invention* wanted


