
unGjpESRY.
Mrs, Ellen Peck, the Clever¬
est of Confidence Women,

in Her Old Age.
Quietly Living in Brooklyn Off

the Proceeds of Her Many
Robberies.

Millionaires, Lawyers, Business Men
and Criminals Were Among Her

Victims.

MANY INDICTMENTS AGAINST HER.

Police Hold These Over Her Head and By
Their Means Compel Her to Keep

Within the Pale of the
Law.

A gray-haired man with the air of a mili¬
tary veteran, and a small, nedvous, whlte-
haired woman met on Centre street yester¬
day.
"Good morning, Sergeant," said the ner¬

vous little woman, extending her hand.
"Good morm'ng," replied the man with

the military air.
He was Timothy Golden, who was said

to be the shrewdest thief-catcher on In¬
spector Byrnes's staff. The woman was

Mrs. Ellen Peck, alias Mrs. Knight, the
"Confidence Queen," credited with being
the cleverest woman thief In the country.
Sergeant Golden had arrested the woman
scores of times. Her operations, which
never failed to worry the police In Inspector
Byrnes's days, were always left to Ser¬
geant Golden to ferret out. Sergeant Gol¬
den had retired from active service in
J8S9, so the veteran thief and the veteran
thief-catcher talked over their old exper¬
iences in an open, jovial way.
Mrs. Peck has recently been brought to

public attention again by her connection
with Mrs. Elizabeth De La Barre, who ar¬

rested James C. Hart on Broadway and
handed him over to the police, charging
him with stealing $10,000 worth of dia¬
monds from a friend of hers.
The main reason why Mrs. Peck has kept

out of public notice of late has been that
there are twelve indictments still standing
against her. The operations of this woman
are so dangerous that the authorities have
thought best to hold these indictments
over her head as a warning. How Mrs.
Peck has managed to live since her free¬
dom is a puzzling problem to the officials.
It Is thought, however, that she stowed
away a good portion of her unlawful gains,
although she was ever declaring that she
had no funds with which to nay the clam¬
oring lawyers who defended her In her nu¬
merous cases.

Policy Was Her Ruin,
Love of "policy" and hopes of winning

capital prizes caused Mrs. Peck to first wan¬
der into the paths of crime. She first de¬
veloped into a dangerous confidence woman
eighteen years ago. Some of her question¬
able dealings prior to that time had been
brought to the attention of the police, but
they were not serious enough to cause ber
to be watched. In 1878 she suceeded in

swindling B. T. Babbitt, the soap manu¬
facturer, out of $19,000. Since then slie
has engineered swindling schemes in >vhich
prominent business men have been de¬
frauded out of hundreds of thousands of
dollars.
Her next notable victim was Samuel Pin-

gee, a patent medicine man. She mulcted
him out of $2,700. She represented to Pin-
gee that she had a ciofee friend who was
an Intimate of Jay Gould and kept her
posted on all stock fluctuations. The pill
maker was dabbling in stocks at that time
and anxious to grow wealthy rapidly. He
willingly gave Mrs. Peck money for
"points." His investements, which were
made on the strength of these tips, proved
disastrous, and then he found that Jay
Gould was selling the very stocks which
he had been buying.
Her next victim was John D. Grady,

known as "Supers and Slangs," who con¬
ducted an illegitimate brokerage and loan
business. It was thought that Grady could
never be duped, but he succumbed to Mrs.
Peck's arts. He loaned her $2,700, which
he never recovered.
Mrs. Peck bought a $75 ring from John

Bough, No. 22 Liberty street, one day, say¬
ing that she intended to sell it to a friend.
In view of these circumstances, Bough of¬
fered her a commission. She refused to
take this, but said she would return again
for a larger order, and then she would take
advantage of the proffered commission.
She did return, and. with a story that a

lady whom she would meet at a dinner
that night, wanted to buy a pair of dia¬
mond earrings, Bough turned the earrings
over to Mrs. Peck without question. She
had promised to return the earrings or
bring the money the next day. Neither
money nor earrings were ever recovered by
the broker.

Swindled Even Professional*.
Mrs. Peck delighted in outwitting profes¬

sional criminals, and she never failed to
take them in when she once set about it.
Julius Columbani, the notorious forger, fell
Into Mrs. Peck's clutches. He had stolen
a bundle of valuable bonds from the resi¬
dence of a wealthy Staten Island family,
and had told Mrs. Peck about it. She sug¬
gested that he forge tlie original bonds,
give her the bogus papers, and allow her
to sell the entire lot as genuine. He did
this, but Mrs. Peck was clever enough tq
know the good bonds, although he had uot
shown them to her. She retained these,
turned the bad bonds over to the police
and had an officer In waiting at a place
she had appointed to meet Columbani to
formulate the flnal plans for the proposed
sale. He was arrested, and was sentenced
to eighteen years in State prison, and Mrs.
Peck went scott free and still retained the
good bonds.
Mrs. Peck had a fashion og going Insane

every time a case against her was called
for trial. After her counsel had induced
the complainants to sue her In civil courts,
her wits would return to her and she would
leave the asylum to renew her swindling
business.
Under the name of Mrs. Elizabeth

Knight, Mrs. Peck, on September 16, 18S1,
defrauded John H. Johnson, a jeweller, of
No. 15 OBowery, by representing that she
had a large account In a well known New
York bank. She was free in giving refer¬
ences to this bank. It was subsequently
discovered that the Mrs. Knight who had
the account In this bank was an entirely
different person from the purchaser of the
jewelry.
A suit was finally brought by Jeweller

Bough, which threatened Mrs. Peck with
more trouble than she had previously ex-
perinceed with the courts. Some missing
jewelry, which Mrs. Peck had pledged nt
a pawnbroker's shop on the Bowery was
identified by Bough as being his. At the
trial on September 12, 1884, Mrs. Pock
testified that she had bought the jewels
some months before from a man named
George P. Thomas, of Brooklyn. Thomas
went on the stand and corroborated Mrs.
Peck's statement. It was proven, a few
days .later, that he had perpured himself
and in a confession to the police, he said
that Mrs. Peck exerted some supernatural
Influence over him, compelling him to tes-
tify as he did. Though some technicality
Mrs. Peck escaped imprisonment.

One of Her Favorite Trlclcs.
One of Mrs. Peck's favorite v.rays of rais¬

ing money was by mortgaging and remort-
gaging furniture in her home, at No. 307
Putnam avenue, Brooklyn. Her ladylike
appearance and glib tongue aided her In

Miss Leonora O'Reilly Gutting Button Moles.

pulling the wool over the eyes of the loan
agents. At one time she was the defend¬
ant lu twenty-eight civil and criminal
cases.
Champion Blssell, a lawyer at No. 23

East Fourteenth street, was once her cbun-
sel. She obtained $500 from him on a
chattel mortgage on the furniture in her
house. She exhibited a letter purporting to
be signed by her husband, Richard K.
Peck, faying he would aid her in repay¬
ing the lonn. Mr. Peck, who, by the way,
was one of the best known structural en¬

gineers in New York, pronounced the let¬
ter a forgery. Ho claimed the furniture as
his own. Indictments secured by BisseU
still stand against the "Confidence Queen."
Mrs. Peck's first sentence was received

on October 6. 1S85, when she was sent to

prison for four and one-half years. The
crime was the forgery of a bond given
with a mortgage on tha house owned by
her husband in Brooklyn. She obtained
$3,000 on this forged bond from the Mutual
Life Insurance Company, of New York. An
ex-convict, who was a witness in the ease?,
personated Mr. Peck and received tht
money.
Mr. Peck, who was regarded as a man of

the utmost integrity in business circles,
despite his unfortunate marriage, died sev¬
eral years ago. Mrs. Peck Is now about
sixty years old, and, while she has lost
something of her former good looks, still
retaint her same old nervous energy and
keenness of perception in business matters
which she has turned to such profitable ac
count.

FEATHERS AROUND OIL CAN.

That Is Why the Police Thought Mrs. Wel-
don Set Fire to Her House.

Mrs. Catherine Weldon, of No. 456 Pa-
vonia avenue, Jersey City, Is locked up in
the Oakland avenue station house, that
city, on a charge of arson. She had a

preliminary hearing before Judge Douglass
yesterday and was remanded until to-mor¬
row.
Mrs. Weldon owns the house at No. 465

Pavonla avenue, which Is a small frame
one, and occupies the top floor. The first
floor and basement she rents to George
Benaw, who has a wife and one child.

Last Friday night, while Mrs. Weldon was
downstairs with Mrs. Benaw, Are broke out
in her bedroom and was extinguished at
9:05 o'clock. At 11:30 o'clock another fire
was discovered. After it had been put out
the police found an oil can surrounded by
a lot of feathers. This seemed to them a

suspicious circumstance and Mrs. Weldon
was arrested.
She protested her innocence and said it

was an outrage to even suspect her. as the
house was not l'nsured, and if it had been
burned up she would have lost everything
in the world she possessed. She is a
widow, without any children, ami her
neighbors give her a good character.

TO DEFINE A "CORINTHIAN."

Delegate Day's Suggestion to the Yacht
Racing Union.t.ect Year's Council.

An effort Is being made by several dele-
gates of the Yacht Racing Union to have
the definition of a Corinthian yachtsman
altered so as to again admit such well-
known helmsmen as Larry Huntington,
Thomas Ciapham and others to be eligible
to handle the stick in Corinthian races.

Neither of these men have ever received
pay as sailors or for services in handling
a yacht, and it appears reasonable that
the definition should be amended so as to
allow them all the privileges of an ama¬
teur, and by defeating the suggestion of
delegate T. Fleming Day, it would appear
that the union were willing to debar men
whose ability is exactly such as the union
was organized to encourage.
Corinthianism in yachting is that attri¬

bute which represents participation for
sport as distinct from gain, and which also
Involves the acquirement of nautical ex¬

perience through the love of sport, rather
than through necessity or the hope of gain.
It Is consistent with the motive higher
than mercenary found in the ranks of
oflicers of the navy, licensed officers of
the commercial marine, naval architects,
yacht builders, sailmakers and riggers, not¬
withstanding that they secure a liveli¬
hood by following those professions and
trades. No man who loves the sport should
be refused admittance to its contests be¬
cause he has become skilled in handling
through experience and knowledge gained
white in pursuit of a dignified and honest
calling. In this respect, the following
general definition is given:
"No person who has accepted remunera¬

tion for services r«jnd--ed in handling or

serving on a yacht, or who Is a professional
in any other sport shs'l be considered a

Corinthian yachtsman.'"
This definition was not passed upon at

the annual meeting last night but in the
Interest of the sport the council will do
well to consider It.
The Council for next year, which was ap¬

pointed too late for publication in the Jour¬
nal Friday night, consists of "Walter C.
Kerr. Charles P. Tower, F. P. Towle.
Charles T. Pierce and Frank Bowne Jones.
The latter gentleman will act as secretary.

TEACHING THEM TO COOK.

Emanu-EI Sisterhood Society's New Depart¬
ment Is a Great Success.

The officers and members of the Emanu-
EI Sisterhood Society, No. 223 East Sev-

enty-nlnth street, are Jubilant over the
prospects for their now cooking depart¬
ment. There will be classes on Tuesday.
Thursday and Friday mornings of each
week. In plain cookery there will be three
classes.two for young girls of the sewing
schools and one for the members of the
Girls' Friendly Club. Miss Carrie D. Mo-
Comber has charge of the classes.
The Enianu-El Sisterhood is composed of

the women connected with th" Temple
Emanu-EI. Madison avenue and Forty-third
street. There are now six sections of the
Sisterhood, er.ch under the supervision of
a member. Miss Dolly Steiner is in charge
of the sick and needy. Miss Katon in
charge of the sewing classes, Mrs. J. Levy
In charge of the Working Girls' Club. Mrs.
B. Freedman in charge of the kindergarten,
Mrs. Jacques Levy in charge of the Sun¬
day school and Mrs. D. Levintrett in
charge of the cooking school. The Sister-
hood also has an employment bureau,
which has secured positions for 1,000 per-
sons.

ETHICS Or THE

The Twilight Ciub Hears the
Subject Discussed at

a Dinner,

Miss Leonora O'Reilly, One of
the Workers, Presents Some

Facts in a Paper.
Compares the Bargain Hunters with the

Women by Whose Toil They
Are Created.

THEY ARE SLAVES TO THE NEEDLE.

Forced to Make Wrappers at Forty-nins
Cents a Dozen, and Shirt Waists

at Ninety-eight
Qjnts.

The Twilight Cll:b held a meeting last
Thursday evening at the St. Denis Hotel.
This was but the sequel to an elaborate
dinner at which were present over one
hundred guests.
The topic for discussion during the even-

Ing was "The Ethics of the Bargain Coun¬
ter."
An interesting feature ot this discussion

was the papfi" read by Miss Leonora O'Reil¬
ly, of No. 1045 Third avenue. This wai
particularly valuable because of the fact
that Miss O'Reilly is herself a working
girl. It was for this special reason 'hat
she was invited to contribute to the even-
ing's entertainment. The guests included
Mrs. Frederick Nathan, Colonel J. B. >Vilk-
ison, Mr. George L. Record and Mr. Hor¬
ace E. Doming, all of whom were to par¬
ticipate .11 discussing the chosen topic of
the evening. Then Mr. C. F. Wingate, who
<3 the secret?, iy of the club, suggested that
as the persons selected knew about bar-
gain counters only from a certain stand¬
point, it v oulu be well to invite als<j a
woman who herself was a toiler to join
in the evening's entertainment.
"True ethics," Miss O'Reilly 6ald,

"must do away with the bargain coun¬
ter. The truth seldom comes to light."
One of the bargains oftenest run after
by women, she said, was morning
wrappers. These they pay 49 cents
apiece for. Yet other women slave
daily and nightly, perhaps with sick chil-
dren to care for, perhaps 111 themselves,
and receive just 49 cents a dozen for mak¬
ing these wrappers. This slavery net*
women who make shirt waists 98 cents a
dozen. A smart woman can make six
dozen house skirts a week, and thereby
earn $3 to live on. A dollar and a haJf a
day of twelve and a half hours' work Is
what the woman earns who makes men's
ba rgain scarfs.
Miss O'Reilly suggested that there was

a remedy for the horrors attendant upon
the manufacture of bargain counter goods.
This lay in the purchase of union label
goods. The label of the union is placed
on all goo(V>. which may be bought with
the understanding that they are fairly paid
for, and manufactured under conditions
which the union vouches for.
Miss O'Reilly is forewoman in a gentle¬

men's furnishing establishment. She has
held her present position about seven years.
When seen yesterday she was at her work
cutting buttonholes in shirt-bands. She
paused unwillingly when asked to talk
about her views recently read at the Twl-
light Club. "This is my work," she said,
"not journalism."

Where to get is easily answered."At LAMBERT'S, Third Avenue and 58th Streett" When you get there the main and important question
is easily decided, their store is at all times a feast to the eye, but during the holiday season it is especially brilliant and attractive with the display of thousands of

articles appropriate for presents. This is what draws the crowds which constantly throng the store.

The time is too short, now, for argument or urging. If you have delayed purchasing, there is just fourdays and evenings left. " Step lively, please!"
or.well, somebody, your somebody, will be minus a present.

OUR late: offerings for xmas.

THAN
What to Get, or Where to Get St, Aye,

DIAMOND JEWELRY. SOLID GOLDJEWELRY
BRACELETS $7.50 TO $600.00 BRACELETS .. $3.00 TO $50.00
BROOCHES AND PENDANTS. 8.75

DROP EARRINGS 5.00

SCREW 5.00

SOL'lTAIRE RINGS 7.60

CLUSTER 15.00

MARQUISE 25.00

FANCY COMBINATION 7.50

STUDS 2.75

SCARF AND STICK PINS 3.75

SLEEVE BUTTONS 5.00

LOCKETS AND CHARMS 3.75

600.00
800.00

375.00
500.00
375.00
275.00
325.00

175.00
75.00

100.00

WE USB NO INFERIOR DIAMONDS. PER¬

FECT CUT, BRIGHT, SNAPPY STONES ONLY,

SECURELY SET IN BEST HAND SOLID GOLD

MOUNTINGS.

BROOCHES AND PENDANTS.. 2.75

DROP AND SCREW EARRINGS 1.25
INFANTS' AND MISSES'
RINGS 65

LADIES' RINGS 1.00

BOYS' AND GENTS' RINGS.. 1.50

STUDS (SETS OF 3) 1.50
1.00
1.75
1.25
2.50

3.75

6.00

500.00 COLLAR BUTTONS
SLEEVE BUTTONS
LOCKETS AND CHARMS..
NECKLACES
VICTORLV. CHAINS
LORGNETTE CHAINS ....

GENTS' 14 KT. VEST CHAINS 7.50

GENTS' 14 KT. DOUBLE VEST

CHAINS 7.50

35.00
10.00

10.00
10.00
20.00
6.00
2.50
15.00
20.00
10.00
25.00
75.00
00.00

WATCHES.
LADIES' SILVER CHATE¬
LAINE $2.75 TO $10.00

LADIES' SILVER HUNTING... 3.75 " 12.00

LADIES' SILVER BEAUTIFUL
ENAMELLED, ALL COLORS,
WITH PIN TO MATCH 7.50 " 16.00

LADIES SOLID GOLD CHATE¬
LAINE 8.00 " 50.00

LADIES' SOLID GOLD HUNT¬

ING 10.00 " 150.00

LADIES' SOLID GOLD CHATE¬

LAINE. RICHLY ENAM-,
ELLED. ALSO SET WITH

FEARLS. PEARLS AND

DIAMONDS, AND OTHER

CHOICE DESIGNS, WITH

PINS TO MATCH 25.00 " 250.00

WATCHES.
GENTS' SILVER WATCHES. .$5.90 TO $30.00
GENTS' SOLID GOLD
WATCHES 18.00 " 150.00

GENTS' SOLID GOLD FILLED
WATCHES 10.00 " 25.00

BOYS' SILVER WATCHES 8.75 " 15.00
BOYS' SOLID GOLD
WATCHES 18.00 " 60.00

CELEBRATED HOWARD
WATCHES IN EXTRA
HEAVY 14 KT. SOLID GOLD

CASES 48.00 " 125.00
ALL OUR WATCHES ARE THOROUGHLY

TESTED AND REGULATED AND ARE GUAR¬
ANTEED PERFECT TIMEKEEPERS.
The movement is the life of a watch; Its ac¬

curacy makes the watch valuable, Its Inac¬
curacy worthless.
We guarantee all our watches against any

defect in the material and construction.
None of our watches are placed on sale un¬

til thoi*oughly tested and regulated.

OPERA GLASSES, Etc.
PEARL, IN ANY SHADE $3.50 TO $25.00
ALUMINUM 0.00
LEATHER 2.25

GOLD EYEGLASSES AND

SPECS 2.75

CANES AND UMBRELLAS,
WITH GOLD AND SILVER
MOUNTINGS 1.00

30.00
7.50

10.00

CLOCKS.
ONYX $10.00 TO $50.00

DECORATED PORCELAIN... 3.75 " 75.00

MARBLEIZED IRON 3.75 " 25.00

BRONZE 0.00 " 30.00

CUCKOO 5.00 " 50.00

CHOICE NOVELTIES 1.00 " 10.00

Particular attention is called to the fact that the country is flooded with thousands of Diamond Rings, made of low carat gold
and set with the poorest kind of diamond chips. Such goods are not manufactured or sold by us. Good, honest quality, coupled with

lowest manufacturers' prices, has always been our method of doing business.
Our enormous assortment of Watches, Diamonds, Rings, &cmerits the examination of those seeking Holiday Presents. The

prices are " way down," because of low rent and the fact that we sell only for " spot cash. " Our customers get the benefit of a profit
usually charged for bad debts. W e are manufacturers and importers. We have something to suit all sorts of pocketbooks.fatand lean.

Goods delivered by express or registered mail free of char e anywhere in the United States when cash acompanies the order.

ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUES MAILED FREE.
LAMBERT BROS., Manufacturing Jewellers and Importers, Third Avenue, corner 58th Street

OPEN EVENINGS DURING DECEMBER. Cur Establishment is easily accessible by Lexington Ave. and Third Ave. cables,
59th Street Crosstown and Bslt lines, and Tnird Ave, elevated.

WEEK!!
Thai's the Question.


