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THE INSIDE OF HERRMANN'S HAND, SA1OWING THE PLAY OF MUSGLES,

Hoerrmann, the great wmagleinn,
on_ Thursiday, had the most remarkable
hards of any mnn 6f Hig generdtlon. e
had devoted many yenrs 1o the deévelop-
ment of every single muscle In the palm
of ench hund, with the result that he conld
control the tiniest of them ns thoronzhly
as the ordinary man controls bis Biceps.

His hands were covernd with a notwork
of muzcles so perfectly developed that he
was alhle to moke any particolar spot take
sepnrate netion aud do surprlsing things
on lte own aecount. For fastanes, he conlid
make the moscie of the ball of Wls thawmh

wha died

move by Itself ns enslly ns the ordinnry,

man could move lig whole thumb. It was
10 these wonderful hands ss mbich as agy-
il else that Be vwed the skill widch
ennliled him to decoive the qnickest gyo.
They sesmed hardly hnman, Thery were

minrvels of capaclonsness and acqulpitive:

ness..  They picked up welghts without
troabling to eateh Lold of them.

The developmiedt of (liese museles was

the result of nearly forty years of Inces:

snut practice, durlng which the care of |

those bands was the chief oliject of Hern
mann's lfe. No work or sport which
conld In apy way harden or distort them
was dove, Ooe cannot be a baseball ploy-
et and n good mnglelan nt the sRme thme,
No nmusement which could injure the hils
ance of the delieats and  Iouwmernble
oerves of the hools wus Indnlged in,

The hands were naturally suitevl for the
professlon, hut the work of porfecting 1liem
wis one of lufinlte toll. The sxorcfson ehissd
&n ache swhich spread from the finger tips
1o the shoolders’ There are iuscles b
Eween thie fingers and aronnd the pulm. the
exlitence of which the ordinary boy does:
uol suspeet, but which the Industrious
young Herrmann was buslly engageq In dis.
eovering and ewltivatiog.

e would spend nll his spare fme proe-

AMUSING  ANECDOTES
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f loan. He wanted §2,500, und was willing
to pecure it with a life ingurance polley
for $15,000. Herrmanou let: him have the
money aud took the poliey, as It was purely
& business proposition and not o mntter of
friendship. The borrosver's fortunes fue.
tusited from bad vo worse, and about a
year nfter the lonn was ninde he dled, lepy-
fug hig afdirs In o very tangled condiflon.
~“The desth notlce of the man recalled the
elrenmetances of the loan to Herrmann, did
he hounted up the polley, which be had for-
gotten entirely. He was on the polor of
plucing it in the hands of an ettorney for
mllleetion—ln fact, 1 belleve Le had glven
It to his lawyor—when he heard that the
dead man's wife was abgolutely pennlless
and helpless, with saveral chlldren on ler
handu. He Instructed the attorney to dls-
continue proceedings, nnd the polley wis
transferred to the widow with the expinii-
tlon that the debt bad been cancelled he-
fore her hushand's death, and that t%e pai-
dey having been misplaced uecou::tea zar
the delay l.n lts return,

tlalng bis trigks and hig éxereisps hefore o
wirebr, having {n view the almaosy fmpossible
aolilevement of decelving hls own eyes. He
would jock himeeslf in his own ropm, because

ele. § He bad the same power In the mugeles
of hls wrist, snd hewonld eanse 0 cobit to
move from the fngers o the wrlst and
then  disnppear  altogetlier  without nany

It his nelghbors hnd seen him at bis tricks

movement of the bamd pereeptilile to the

they wonlil have (hought Tilm mod. At Inst lorllluhry Buiin eye,

he ventursd to show some of We Tents ta
the boys, nnd they belleved he was (he
devil, for the wonderfdl hande then workod
with a dwliftpess which was far besong the
power of thetr eyvs to fallow. :
The handg lind an appeicance rathey of
grace than of strengib.  “I'hey Were very
white and sopple; and the dngers lowg wnd
glender. " Tn foet, they dld uot lnve lorge
mugeles, for they would have boen n hlnd-
taues 1o the practicn of ungle, Mhe object

One of the! most bewildering Hustrations
of tha powet of his hands wds the trick
Ruown ‘ns the ons-bnnd poes. Tt Ix idons
by other thuelelang, but Heerman Wwas the
wiost perfect. Me wonid asgk o man  to
ook nt the pack of curds and A% one of
dliem in bis mind, He wonld then canse
the pard o gppear ot the bottom of the
pack, I order to do this he bad simply
tg plek the cand ont of the pack with the
fingors of the haad which held it and plase

lind been o develop 1l the mpeeles of e It nt rhie bottom. (Bnt he Mad to do 1L

Ll 3 that they wonld work togetler in
harmony. ) ]

The wiost prowinent elisracteristic of tha
magicinn's palms wns the development of
thip muscles ot the bases of the thumhb Ilnﬂ
foretfinger nud on the outer slde of the palm
at the base of the lttle finger. Ther ex-
tended almont from flhgers th wiridt,

These moscles cnnhled Hereniann {o hold
obfects In his turned downs palm while his
hand was stretehed ont perfectly fint.. He
conld hold un egx in his palm, and an Intel-
lgent nbserver, untigey to his powers, would
hove aworn that It was physically imposst-
hle for bim to do so.

One of his amusing ltile tricks wog o
Iny hig Wand down flat on o eoln and plek
It up without changing the position,of the
hand, It was, perbaps, @ven more armusing
when he placed his flat hand on the table
and a coln appearcd. This was partiealar.
Iy plensing to the young.

The muscles of the paim eould also move
things and propel thom 1o a mysterions
way. For lnstanee, o cdln Iald on his wp-

mdier  the t-yes of the other moan, He
eoumdd do this trick in each B ot the
anme tme. How he discoversl whit easd
mm man had thought of was snuther mnt-

oy,
Ir was a favarite trick of Herrmann, while
the stige was belng preparved for some more
pretentions feat, to throw onpls over the
nudlenee aud citeh them. He téok & eard
between his first ond second Bngirs, and
with o semrecly pereeptible motion sent it
fiving 1ur the air.
Eame place between thie ssme flugerd, In
this cise he bronught Into play the muscles
butween the first und_n_ee_oud fingers, which
are not discovernhle in the ordinary man.
The tips of bis fingers wers no less por-
foetly tealned than his wrlsts nnd his palms.
Hg conld pick np o cane with Kis finger tips,
apparently withour taking a greip of It ot
Al Inoreality. he bad the sllghtest Lmagin-
fble hold of It, but 0 mun bhendlhg over hls
hand und exnmiving It closely’ conld uot
linve  ulideritond bow he  Held the cane
withont glue or some slmilny device,
Althopgh the appearnnce of his hand dld

It cdme biick to the

move than ope ocenplon the act bad to be
fut becagse the etle bunoies had disap-

the proper time cane.

awd il it purposely, or whether @ slmply
Indleated o fit of absent-mindedness,

mann started 1 to o the trick the nian

{ bits from a spectator's pocket he zaw the
A pmmnlnnnl man who had struck ® vaeant ehatre.
streak of hard luek went-to Herrmann for lpugh wns on Herrmnnn.

turned palm he wonld ‘¢iudge 1o Jumip up In
the uir by the actlon of gome obscurs niis-

ol suggest great power, 1t was there In
reality, He could take n pack of cirds he-

Jamea H. Breslin,

George Lederer,

“The rabbilts that Herrmarn need in his
performanies were o source of much amyse-
ment o his frlends I vdclops ways. - On

peareld.  Bomatimes they tumed og agoin—
mare often they dida't,

“One night, in Clndooatl,  the  mibbit
. triek weas billed to end the first part of thg
*etitertilnnient. A confederate had beel fn
the front of the louse during' the show
with two llttle yabblts ticked i hls pock-
ets, to be Mscovered by the mnglelon when
Whether he ho-
came anduly attached to the litle animals

we
never ascertained, but Just lbefore ITert-
got up fram his seat and leélt the houke.
“His \leparture was oot noted by the en-
tertalner, wnid he went along whtl the fivst
part. of the triek with his usunl confittent
swiile, But when he stepped over the foog-
Hgits nud out into the audlenee to pull eab.

%

At the Gilsey House Herrmunn wes al-
wiys o weleone visitor and never. falled
to #etonlsh and amuse the employes. and
guests whenever apportunlty offered.

It wag about two yenrs ago that Horr-
mann waos invited 1o perform for the bene.
fit of an uptown clob ot the Stnndard
Theatre. s porformince made the hLit
of the eveaing. After the entertainment
the more promlvent of the clubien in-
Flted the ‘magiclan to a lttle @upper at
the Gllsey Monse and atf the same thoe n-
farmed him that bhe wolild be presenied
with n ring,

“"Herrmnun felt sume he would be the
owner of another dinnond heforn le went
lomg that night, Pownrd the end of the
siupper ofse of the wembers made a llttle
spench, whanking the guest of the evening
for his valable services, ete, at the bene-
fit nad hoped he would atcept (hé ring
which would e presented ag soou ps the
gpeeoh winw itished.  The applavse which
followsd this epeech Wwus the  algmtl for
Hervumann'y own, oolored” boy to enmr‘ihs
« toom vareying a big hrass gong. Herrmany
af the thno sobl be wus more tnken fn by
l.hat Jo&n thun-hie ever hag Been beforp."

a1l

The tricke falled and the
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tweon hig fHngers nod fear It dn Half, THA | gold dollns out of the whinkers of b e | phis

18' 8 Peal wfion whivch Sandow ‘vaunes him-

self, ‘but he does It with hamlg that know,

no maglie,

The sensibllity of the hands was oo less
important to Herrmann thay theiv mmsenlsr
development. The finger tips, whieli fu all
people are remackably  mensitive; Ll
redclied n marvellous condition Iy Llm, He:
ropld eount the nnmber of enrds in n puck
by merely running bis fingersiover s odgva.
No prickings made I cirds by a gambler
could hnve eseaped hiz poties.

Hig powor 6f using buth handg saparately
Wik veary faecinating. Tverybody kiows
thit It Is almokt lmpossible to de two |
Hiferent bug slmple things, one with the
lefe and the other with the right hand,
Yeét. Herrmunn conld perform one difleult
tricle with his right  bamd and another
with hia left. In privite (ife he conld
brush his halr with one hnnd while he'
tied his ‘neektle with (he other

He conld nlse move lilg fingers separntely f
Ind way that would surprise the ordinary |
mi,  Put the tips of the first, third and
Httle fingers of each hand together, Bend
the ‘seeond finger of each hand wnd press
the knnekles together, Theii try to pull
the two third fingers apart withont chang-
Ing the position of the othiers, Tnless yon
#re o prodigy you will find that It 18
utterly Impossible, bur that a ecntious
litle paln will run down your forenrms.
But Herrmann could do this fent' with
eist, The tendons and lmaments of ks
hands were flexible In a degrees that would
seem almost ineredible foan anatomist,

It was one of (he clpims to fame of the
dead magiclon 1hat he bad brought the
luman bands to the Highest state of devel-
opment of whieh they sire cppible.

Herrmann's Fortunes,

Chevaller Herymonn cnnld  eolu gmn.er

for himsell just as ensily us he couldl plek

Will MeConnelr,

YT swas the ugfortonnte yvietlm of gpe’ ut
Herrman's practicnl Jokes, 11 occurred In
Chienge some five yesrfi ngo.® sdlg W. AL
Md¢Connaell, mannger of Koster & Blal's,

“Previoug 1o going to the theatee he
came to me nnd tald o vary pretty  tale
nhont s best eonfederate baviog sudden
Iy left him, and be nsked me (o take his
place. T pgreed, with allithe lunseent en-
thuslosm of childhood. Then he londed
e up. ;

“In both coat pockets I had g oholee ¢ol-
lection eof hen fruft, In my luside pocket
was i rabbit, and inslde of my vest were
two, gulnea pigs.  About 9 o'cloek I went
out to the front and the alsle seat reserved
for me. For the next hour 1 was kept
prevty bosy getting ug to lel peaple by mne;
but It never struck me thar I wps up
ngalnst A4 game. The golnea plgs com-
menced to gqoeal and the mbbit trled to
gunw WIS way out vin my Drenstbone,

“As tlme went by and he dide’t eall on
me to do my ‘share of the evenlng's fun,
I began to get a bit suspicious. T hod no
omelette In ench pocket, and the lttle
bensts 1 had concenled In my clothes were
having & merry time. At lust the enrtain
went down on the Inst act, mnd then 1
trembled. 4

I'his

e et on the streetc. There never was #
magician on the stoge who sos i gieater |
money nmker, and hls carinbigs up to the
time of hix death run o good Jebl over &
milon dollare,

| friends.

dnst befope Mo left Now' York o go, upon |

the rond this Fall Herrmann exliibiteit 1o
lls friend Tawyer DBenjoruin Stelnhardt
what i= kiwn in theatrien) pathined gs o
route ook This contalned thé (utes of
engagementd to sppear I
pirts of the country tlronghout the Win-
fer, i

“That,” ssld Herrmanwy, exhitdting page
nfter poge of theatrienl « DRI, e
vedents S100,000.  When I réturn to Newr
York I will have that munchk muno\' Anfe
and sonnd.

“One muudred thousand dollars wonld e
n_fortune o the: ordinary man, vot thow s
' the fimomnt of money Herrmann énrned: al-
most’ évery Winter. He was n dmwlng
cupd wherever there was a town of nuy

| Importance,

He' drew larger andences ond got better
prices than the average thentrienl oxhi.
hitlon that goes on the road, and was
under  comparntively’ wlight expefise for
trweelling wntil he bought Mra. Lhnjfiry's
private ¢ar, the “La’ Lee which e wos
nslug at the time of his dedth, Herrmann

bad wo renl neel for ;lrh'nn-.mr. but he

wos o omnn of Incarlous tastes. and he
Bought whatever he took o faney to. Tt
18 ong renson why e did not dle w millon-
alve wndiwhy, altor ehrnlng guny fortuties,
D lofe Mttle of no dstate. gyveryhody fn
the thedtrieal bosiess hod known that
Herpmann was a bl money uinker, but
few really kuew how lirge were #lg cnen-
ngs uptll o Fenv op two age, when y the-
atrieal munngor offered him SHOM00 for n
senson's ongazement.  Herrmunn deellni

Abe Hummef

“Next to Ohautcey M. Dopew, Haremann
probably bad more frionda il over fhe
rohntry than any other man,® sithl *Albe*
Humvmel, T saw blm one night o Del-
monteo's: cafe make almose a dendly enemy
of a4 man who  two Bours later became
Priendly wih hind gpd contlgued 4 ever
ntrer. The Btronger was seated nt a table
ndjolning and faclng the mpglelan, Herr-
mand pleked up lls glass of wine and ap-
parently theew it up 1o the ulllng directy
oyer the strapger's head, The sironger
Jumped ont of his geat, expeeting the von-
tonte of the glass wonld fall en him. But
the wine tmd disappeared in somo other)
Airpetion.
mude violent threats ngainst Merpman for
Insult and attempted sssanlt, 1 g;{eletesl-thn
wnn down, when Herrmaud' gppronelied

- himy slook his hand and prodoced the slass

of wing fron hls eont tall pocket and drank
It 10 the strange’s healih, He nhvays said
B would never tell anybody how he - PO
formedd that triek and conld not by induced
to perfoime it in iy plage outslde of Del-
Wonlva's ; 15N

differont |

000 o TG I altering It

phia.

The man wes eo startled thnt he™

Ontiering affer, suplng he eould make
twlee that money himself,

Herrtiann had always Hved luxcrionsly,
and nothing delighted hlm more than to
provide the mbst lavish hospitality for his
Yet. In spite of mbny oxpleisive
astes, o rapldly meommalnted oteyr g0
long ax he kept Llmwe'f Ciea from flestrieal
ventures,  Tén years ago  those who e
Intimately wequpinied wieh bls affaled say
Lot Herrmann had $O00,000 well invested,
every eent of whith Ne had enpned Bime
self. This hrge fortunc s now ol gone,

| He firat porechased. the Galety Thontme, on

npper Brondsay, and be spent P 300,.
Expecienim)
felends wartied hlm thine (W14 (healre bid
sunk motey fob évery wan who had awned
it, but Herrmann ludsted he conld miake it
" gueness, Wnd he -catively remoitelial the
futerior with the most expensive of ftrings
Then he bougbht o thearve in Brooklsm.

The noxt senzon he Betame the propele
tor of the DBro#d Steiet Thentie, Philndel-
In' all of these theafres Herrmong
lost uwioney, The Philadelphls thenire) ns
he afterward stated, cost him §1,090 per
week for Aty weeks. He never Onched,
however, but Inglsted on malutaining theso
theatres, lu splte of the advice of s
friendls.  Before he knew jp all bis mouvey
wag gong, and jndgments begon o pour In
npon him.

When Herrmani left New York thig Fall
nreangements nd been covelnded: to puay
off the last of these abllgatlons, mal Lo

Wi eagerly lookluyg forward 1o this Wih-
tor's work to ¢lear bim of Jebt. Then ke
lurendell to stort In geuin anld balld op ay- |
other fortane, as be was uindoubtedly capa-
ble of dolng had hls Hfe bpen spamed

Fluanelnl obligations, however, rested
Hghtly open Professor Bermmand  He foit
s0 ceritlo of agnin belng g rich man thnt

NOT DEVELOVED IN THE ORDINARY MANS HAND, WHICH ENABLED HIM TO LCO HIS “PALMING” TRIGKS ¥ X

his' debts.. The wost luxurlons. surround-
lezs wore neoessary 1o hils  comfort. e
was not happy urtll bis friends wens THpny
nround Lim, and he conld 4o ho work I

he was fercered by petty trifies, Hercmonn
worked do hard nod o successially dudog
the Wintisr thnt his erailitors weve gild
Bee Llm enjor bimself during the Spmmer,

and this he never fulled to do. He Uttt
plvl U large and eomfortuble boike st
Whltestone,” sutrroundod by ﬂ‘uﬁhil#l
gronimily,

“Thl¢ Buliet entching trick of Berrmann's
wileh kept New Yorkers In w undnrrmm)rﬂ!l'
W long is.as slmple s A B 0.

That is the statement of g wman 'w*
yeirs s sinde a study of mugitiany and
Lhely anltgelos,

Thiomus IFrost, tn bis ‘History, of Magle o
At mwentlons Pinelt! s one ur thie eole-
Lrated men of Wis fime, and then aeknowk. |
j edeed to lave no superior. The gua trick
wis ny Inveutlon of pure occldent. whish
arosn from a duel, 1

| “Ploettl bad two colloge mates whos nm‘,
i SE them Denme officers I the ormy, Thq

fquarralléd, awd provecation te a duel was

“Ti' other woels, the trick Is the snmn_. !

21

the result, Pliettl, then in his yooth, for It e
! war long hefore he thought of mpking: o i e
profession of magle, wis very foud of botn he . f
thon, amd wanted wo Iujury to ceme o ._
elther. S {17
YThEs B the way i which Ploettd weng| .',, ‘
1 work: He ponnded ln the chavgs d’ =
powder, bist he had two Rollow tulies witfel ;
he ingerted In the plstole 1n fhese t{lhﬂ _*f_.
| the Lalls woere placed o, the presence of :‘-
the combatatiid, The socouds thon went N
apart, apparenily to dlsouss e termsr the &
flght, but reglly (o gecretaly “'thmtr“!m-
N

}llllﬂ 5. lenving nothing futhe bBugrels of ﬂu
pltole but the clarges of  powder, 0=

the privcipals tonl 1héir ;-uuilmnn g lmn.
Byt 50 barin was done. The bullets m

hie Hved ot n high rate while paying og nlieady gobe,

OF “ HERRMANN * RELATED BY PEOPLE WHO KNEW HIM WELL '

Oscar Hamfrer*atem.

Judge Leonard Geigrich.

“The mosy atousldg thing 1T ever bheald
about Herrmnniwas in experlence thut he
bl In the Gty of Mexton. There Is a law
there that whalever s man finds on the pul-

e bighway il of its valne Lelongs (o

him Af the owner aripears.

“One dny  while e was playing an en-

gugeinent there he was walking wol some

friends, when: they  ran seross n Mexiean

Taborer of the very potrest class, Herrs
mump thought ot have somo for with tle
man,

“Ha (old him thot IT Le would plék wp o
raving Bloek Tymog by (e rondslde be woeld
find §20 ender It. The man lobked as ol

rected, an d Tound the money, but whey
Hermann ashed for L ek therd was
trouble;

“Bat the man kicked. “N1t,' or 'fs wquivu-
lent In Mexlean;, was lis reply. “he; [ow

says that whoevever' T find 1 ger one-halfs

“In valy Merrmubo expostolaped, Bladfed

| And thréntened, The reésult was that 8 mig.

Clstraté ‘was appealed (o, aud be sustained

the pensunt. Herrmann was ofit $10 for
that! triek.t

*1 opop thought Herfmunn bid osnde g
# vory valuabie pedsent.” sald Osear Haow | 0
upersteln “The obrnrrehce woak two or © 1
yeurs B2o ot g Columbing Thentwe, fn Hak © 4
lemy, where Hertnann wos pla. log at 1“ rl
tlme. 1 ayas approscred by a ln ‘_' '.
Elzed man, who ‘hegan to abese tue g 4
Wy for trylng to stoul soms e (b ape
puratins o teicke The war of wands w
Herrtpony oul from kis dressi®g  mam,
expliined what bud hippened, and hs W
profitke In Bis #pologies for the way his
servant had tafked to me. He was @ o
harry 0 beging the perfornunen, wnd -l
denfy selzed the hig dismondstodded ook .'
et which he always wore, broke o m

his ehain, and, as I t_lmuuln. wripped I Ty
up tghtly In a lEle plecs of pagwer
handed It to me, siying: ‘Here, Himing .
steln, here's o drile wifle swhich I hope
you will aoeept for the manuer In which
Fou huve been teeated to-nlght, Keep W 3
cand remember s by 1t 1 wok the M I8
tho package to my private office,
u.m.lmnotmloenc.‘ fonnd um £
nul bagage M to pome Wetlh 13
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