
Pages 21 to 28.

SUNI

flARV UcS STORY OF I
Pasres 21 to 28

KIGHT, 1890. BY W. R. HEARST.

THE INSIDE OF HERRMAI
Herrmann, the great magician, who died

on Thursday, had the most remarkable
hands of any man of his generation. He
had devoted many years to the develop¬
ment of every single muscle In the palm
of each hand, with the result that he could
control the tiniest of them as thoroughly
as the ordinary man controls Ills biceps.
His hands were covered with a network

of muscles so perfectly developed that he
was able to make any particular spot take
separate action and do surprising things
on its own account. For instance, he could
make tlie muscle of the ball of his thumb
move by itself as easily as the ordinary
man could move his whole thumb. It was
to these wonderful hands as much as any¬
thing else that lie owed the skill which
enabled him to deceive the quickest eye.
They seemed hardly human. They were

marvels of capaciousness and acquisitive¬
ness. They pickpd up weights without
troubling to catch hold of them.
The development of these muscles was

the result of nearly forty years of Inces¬
sant practice, during which the care of
those hands was the chief object of Herr¬
mann's life. No work or sport which
could in any way harden or distort them
was done. One cannot be a baseball play¬
er and a good magician at the same time.
No amusement which could injure the bal¬
ance of the delicate and Innumerable
nerves of the hands was indulged In.
The hands were naturally suited for the

profession, but the work of perfecting them
was one of infinite toil. The exercises caused
an ache which spread from tlie finger tips
to the shoulders. There are muscles be¬
tween the fingers and around the palm, the
existence of which the ordinary boy does
not suspect, but which the Industrious
young Herrmann was busily engaged In dls\
covering and cultivating.
He would snend all his sna timp nrnr»_

SN'S HAND, SHOWING THE
tising his tripks and his exercises before a

mirror, having in view the almost impossible
achievement of deceiving his own eyes. He
would lock himself in his own room, because
if his neighbors had seen him at his tricks
they would have thought him mad. At last
he ventured to show some of his feats to
the boys, and they believed he was the
devil, for the wonderful hands then worked
with a swiftness which was far beyond the
power of their eyes to follow.
The hands had an appearance rather of

grace than of strength. They were very
white and supple, and the lingers long and
slender. In fact, they did not have large
muscles, for they would have been a hind¬
rance to the practice of magic. The object
had bepn to develop all the muscles of ihe
hand s(> that they would work together in
harmony.
The most prominent characteristic of the

magician's palms was the deveiopment of
the muscles at the bases of the thumb and
forefinger and on the outer side of the palm
at the base of the little finger. They ex¬

tended almost from fingers to wrist.
These muscles enabled Herrmann to hold

objects in his turned down palm while his
hand was stretched out perfectly flat. He
could hold an egg in his palm, and an intel¬
ligent observer, unused to his powers, would
have sworn that it was physically impossi¬
ble for him to do so.

One of his amusing little tricks was to
lay his hand down flat on a coin and pick
it up without changing the position of the
hand. It was, perhaps, even more amusing
when he placed his flat hand on the table
and a coin appeared. This was particular¬
ly pleasing to the young.
The muscles of the palm could also move

things and propel them in a mysterious
way. For instance, a coin laid on his up¬
turned palm he would cause to jump up in
the air by the action of some obscure mus-

PLAY OF MUSCLES, NOT
cle. He had the same power in the muscles
of his wrist, and he would cause a coPn to
move from the fingers to the wrist and
then disappear altogether without any
movement of the hand perceptible to the
ordinary human eye.
One of the most bewildering illustrations

of the power of his hands was the trick
known as the on^-hand pass. It is done
by other magicians, but Herrman was the
most perfect. He would ask a man to
look at the pack of cards and fix one of
them in ills mind. He would then cause
the card to appear at the bottom of the
pack. In order to do this lie had simply
to pick tlie card out of the pack with the
lingers of the hand which held it and place
it at the bottom. But lie had to do it
under the eyes of the other man. He
could do this trick in each hand at the
same time. How he discovered what' card
the man had thought of was another mat¬
ter.
It was a favorite trick of Herrmann, while

the stage was being prepared for some more
pretentious feat, to throw cards over the
audience and catch them. He took a card
between his first and second fingers, and
with a scarcely perceptible motion sent it
dying into the air. It came back to the
same place between the same fingerg. In
this case he brought into play the muscles
between the first and second fingers, which
are not discoverable in the ordinary man.
The tips of his fingers were 110 less per-

fectl.v trained than his wrists and his palms,
He could pick up a cane with his finger tips,
apparently without taking a grip of It at
all. In reality, he had the slightest imagin-
able hold of it, but a man bending over his
hand and examining it closely could not
have understood how lu> held the cane
without glue or some similar device.
Although the appearance of his hand did

not suggest great power, it was there in
reality. He could take a pack of cards be-

DEVELOYED IN THE ORI
tween his fingers and tear it in half. Tbia
is a feat upon which Sandow vaunts him¬
self. but he does it with hands that know/
no ihaglo.
The sensibility of the hands was no less

important to Herrmann than their muse-alar
development. The finger tips, which in all
people are remarkably sensitive, had
reached a marvellous condition in him. He
could count the number of cards in a pack
by merely running his fingers over its edges.
No prickings made In cards by a gambler
could have escaped his notice.
His power of using both hands separately

was very fascinating. Everybody knows
that it is almost Impossible to do two
different but simple things, one with the
left and the other with the right hand.
Yet Herrmann could perform one difficult
trick with his right hand and another
with his left. In private life he could
brush his hair with one hand while he
tied his necktie with the other.
He could also move his fingers separately

in a way that would surprise the ordinary
man. Put the tips of the first, third and
little fingers of each hand together. Bend
the second finger of each hand and press
the knuckles together. Then try to pull
the two third fingers apart without chang¬
ing the position of the others. Unless you
are a prodigy you will find that It Is
utterly Impossible, but that a curious
little pain will run down your forearms.
But Herrmann could do this feat with
ease. The tendons and ligaments of his
hands were flexible in a degree that would
seem almost incredible to an anatomist.

It was one of the claims to fame of the
dead magician that he had brought the
human hands to the highest state of devel¬
opment of which they are capable.

Hrrnnnnn'it Portnnes.
Chevalier Herrmann could coin money

for himself just as easily as he coula pick

D1NARY MAN'S HAND, WHI
gold dollars out of the whiskers of a man
he met on the street. There never was a
magician on the stage who was a greater
money maker, and his earnings up to the
time of his death run a good deal over a
million dollars.
Just before he left New York to go, upon

the road this Fall Herrmann exhibited to
his friend Lawyer Benjamin Steinhardt
what Is known in theatrical parlance as a
"route boolf." This contained the dates of
Ills engagements to appear In different
parts of the country throughout the Win-
ter.

"That," said Herrmann, exhibiting page
after page of theatrical engagements, "rep¬
resents ^100,000. When I return to New
york I will have that much money safe
and sound."
One hundred thousand dollars would be

a fortune to the ordinary man, yet thate Is
the amount of money Herrmann earned al¬
most every Winter. He was a drawing
card wherever there was a town of any
Importance.
He drew larger audiences and got better

prices than the average theatrical exhi¬
bition that goes on the road, and was
undei» comparatively slight expense for
travelling until he bought Mrs. Langtry's
private car, the "La Lee," which he was
using at the time of his death. Herrmann
had no real need for a private car, but he
was a man of luxurious tastes, and he
bought whatever he took a fancy to. That
Is one reason why he did not die a million¬
aire and why, after earning many fortunes,
he left little or no estate. Everybody in
the theatrical business has known that
Herrmann was a big money maker, but
few reaUy knew how large were his earn¬

ings until a year or two ago, when a the¬
atrical manager offered him $50,000 for a
season's engagement. Herrmann declined

CM ENABLED HIM TO CO
this flattering offer, saying he could make
twice that money himself.
Herrmann had always lived luxuriously,

and nothing delighted him more than to
provide the most lavish hospitality for his
friends. Yet, in spite of iiiany expensive
tastes, he rapidly accumulated money so
long as he kept himself free from theatrical
ventures. Ten years ago those who are

Intimately acquainted wtfh his affairs say
that Herrnjaun had $000,000 well invested,
every cent of which he had earned him¬
self. This large fortune is now all gone.
He first purchased the Gaiety Thoatre, on
upper Broadway, and he spent from $00,-
000 to $70,000 In altering it. Experienced
friends warned him that this theatre had
sunk money for every man who had owned
It, but Herrmann Insisted he could make it
a success, and he entirely remodelled the
Interior with the most expensive of fittings.
Then he bought a theatre in Brooklyn.
The next season he became the proprie¬

tor of the Broad Street Theatre. Philadel¬
phia. In all of these theatres Herrmann
lost money. The Philadelphia theatre, as
he afterward stated, cost him $1,000 per
week for fifty weeks. He never flinched,
however, but insisted on maintaining these
theatres, In spite of the advice of his
friends. Before he knew it all his money
was gone, and judgments began to pour in
upon lilaa.
When Herrmann left New York this Fall

arrangements had been concluded to pay
off the last of these obligations, and he!
was eagerly looking forward to this Win¬
ter's work to clear him of debt. Then fro
intended to start In again and build up an¬
other fortune, as he was undoubtedly capa¬
ble of doing had his life been spared.
Financial obligations, however, rested

lightly upon Professor Herrmanii He felt
so certain of again being a rich man that
he lived at a high rate while Daylnir oft

MIS "PALMING" TRICKS.
his debts. The most luxurious surround¬
ings were necessary to his comfort. He
was not hai>py ui>tfI his friends were happy
around him. and he could do no work if
he was fettered by petty trifles. Herrmann
worked so hard and so successfully during
the Winter that his creditors were glad to
see him enjoy himself during the Summer,
and this he never failed to do. He occu¬

pied a large and comfortable house at
Whitestone, surrounded by extensive
grounds.
"This bullet catching trick of Herrmann'*

which kept New Yorkers In wonderment f»i
M long is as simple as A B C."
That is the statement of a "'an w"

years has made a study of magicians and
their miracles.
"In other words, the trick is the same.

Thomas Frost, in his 'History of Magic
Art,' mentions Pinetti as one of the cele¬
brated, men of his time, and then acknowl¬
edged to have no superior. The gun trick
was an invention of pure accident, whlab
arose from a duel.
"Pinetti had two college mates who both

sf them .became officers In the army. They
quarrelled, and provocation to a duel was
the result. Pinetti, then in his youth, for It
was long before he thought of making a

profession of magic, was very fond of both
men, and wanted' no injury to "come to
either.
"This is (be way in which Pinetti went

to work: He pounded in the charge of
powder, but he had two hollow tubes which
he inserted in the pistols. In these tubes
the balls were placed in the presence of
the combatants. The seconds then went
apart, apparently to discuss the termsof the
fight, but really to gecretely withdraw 'he
tubes, leaving nothing in the barrels of the
pistols but the charges or powder. Ti«n
the principals took their positions am! lireu.
But no harm was done. The bullets wero
already (rone.

"A professional man who had struck a

¦treak of hard luck went-to Herrmann for
a loan. He wanted $2,500, and was willing
to secure It with a life insurance policy
for $15,000. Herrmann let' him have the
money and took the policy, as it was purely
a business proposition and not a matter of
friendship. The borro-wer's fortunes fluc¬
tuated from bad to worse, and about a

year after the loan was made he died, leav¬
ing his affairs in a very tangled condition.
"The de*th notice of the man recalled the

circumstances of the loan to Herrmann, and
he hunted up the policy, which he had for¬
gotten entirely. He was on the point of
placing it in the hands of an attorney for
collection.in fact, I believe he had given
It to his lawyer.when he heard that the
dead man's wife was absolutely penniless
and helpless, with several children on her
handij. He instructed the attorney to dis¬
continue proceedings, and the policy was
transferred to the widow with the explana¬
tion that the debt had been canceled be¬
fore her husband's death, and that tie pol¬
icy having been misplaced accounted for
the delay in its return.

Georae Lederer.
"The rabbits that Herrmann used in his

performances were a source of much amuse¬
ment to his friends in various ways. On
more than one occasion the act had to be
cut because the little bunnies had disap¬
peared. Sometimes they turned up again.
more often they didn't.
"One night, in Cincinnati, the rabbit

trick was billed to end the first part of the
entertainment. A confederate had bee ft in
the front of the house during the show
with two little rabbits tucked in his pock¬
ets, to be discovered by the magician when
the proper time calue. Whether he bo-
came unduly attached to the little animals
and did it purposely, or whether it simply
indicated a fit of absent-mindedness, we
never ascertained, but just before Herr¬
mann started iit to do the trick the man
got up from his seat and left the house.
."His departure was not noted by the en¬

tertainer, and he went along with the first
part of the trick with his usual confident
smile. But when he stepped over the foot¬
lights and out into the audience to pull rab¬
bits from a spectator's pocket be saw the
vacant chair. The trick failed and the
laugh was on Herrmann.

James H. Bresfin. Wiff McConneff. flbe Hummef.

At the Gilsey House Herrmann was al¬
ways a welcome visitor and never failed
to astonish and amuse the employes and
guests whenever opportunity offered.

"It was about two years ago that Herr¬
mann was invited to perform for the bene¬
fit of an uptown club at the Standard
Theatre. His performance made the hit
of the evening. After the entertainment
the more prominent of the clubmen in¬
vited the magician to a little supper at
the Gilsey House and at the same time in¬
formed him that he would be presented
with a ring.
"Herrmann felt sure he would be the

owner of another diamond before he went
home that night. Toward the end of the
supper one of the members made a little
speech, \thanklng the guest of the evening
for his valuable services, etc., at the bene¬
fit and hoped he would accept the ring
which would be presented as soon as the
speech was finished. The applause which
followed this speech was the signal for
Herrmann's own colored boy to enter'the
room carrying a big brass gong. Herrmann
at the time said he whs more taken In Up
that joke than he ever had been before."

"I was the unfortunate victim of one of
Herrman's practical jokes. It occurred in
Chicago some five years ngo," said W. A.
McConnell. mannger of Koster & Bial's.
"Previous to going to the theatre he

came to me and told a very pretty tale
about his best confederate having sudden¬
ly left him, and be asked me to take his
place. I agreed, with all the innocent en¬
thusiasm of childhood. Then he loaded
me up.
"In both coat pockets I had a choice col¬

lection of hen fruit. In my inside pocket
was a rabbit, and inside of my vest were
two guinea pigs. About 9 o'clock I went
out to the front and the aisle seat reserved
for me. For the next hour I was kept
pretty busy getting up to let people by me;
but It never struck me that I was up
against a game. The guinea pigs com¬

menced to squeal and the rabbit tried to
gnaw his way out via my breastbone.
"As time went by and he didn't call on

me to do my share of the evening's fun,
I began to get a bit suspicious. I had an
omelette In each pocket, and the little
beasts I had concealed in my clothes were
having a merry time. At last the curtain
went down on the last act, and then I
trembled.

Judge. Leonard Geiarich.
"The most amusing thing I ever heard

about Herrmann was an experience that he
bad in the City of Mexico. There is a law
there that whatever a man finds on the pub¬
lic highway half of its value belongs to
him vlf the owner appears.
"One day while he was playing an en¬

gagement there he was walking with some
friends, when they ran across a Mexican
laborer of the very poorest class. Herr¬
mann thought to have some fun with the
man.
"He told him that If he would pick up a

paving block lyitig by the roadside he would
find $23 under It. The man looked as di¬
rected, an d found the money, but when
Hermann asked for It back there was
trouble.
"But the man kicked. 'Nit,' or Its equiva¬

lent in Mexican, was his reply. 'The law
says that whatever I find I get one-half.
"In vain Herrmann expostulated, bluffed

and threatened. The result was that a mag¬
istrate was appealed to, and he sustained
the peasant. Herrmann was out $10 for
that trick."

Oscar Hammerstein.

"Next to Chauncey M. Depew, Herrmann
probably had more friends all over the
country than any other man," said "Abe"
Ilummel. "I saw him one night in Del-
monleo's cafe make almost a deadly enemy
of a man who two hours later became
friendly with him and continued so ever
arte:*. The stranger was seated at a table
adjoining and facing the magician. Herr¬
mann picked up his glass of wine and ap¬
parently threw it up to the ceiling, directly
over the stranger's head. The stTanger
jumped out of his seat, expecting .the con¬
tents of the glass would fall on him. But
the wine had disappeared in some other
direction. The man was so startled that he
made violent threats against Herrmann for
Insult and attempted assault. I quieted the
man down, when Herrmann approached
him, shook his hand and produced the glass
of wine from his coat tail pocket and drank
It to the strangir's health. He always said
lie would never tell anybody how ho per¬
formed that trick and could not be induced
to perform- it In any place outside of Del-
Bioaico's."

"I once thought Herrmann had made ur»
n very valuable present," said Oscar Han*
mersteln. "The occurrence was two or thr*
years ago at my Columbus Theatre. In H«N
lew, where Herrmann was pla; lng at till
time. I was approached by a larpj
sized man, who began to abus# me terra
bly for trying to steal soms the ap¬
paratus or tricks. The war of Wfepfls Vwa^'ht
Herrmann out from his dressing room. I
explained what had happened, mul he wa«
profuse In his apologies for the way his
servant had talked to me. He was in a
hurry to begin the performance, and sud¬
denly seized the big diamond-studded lock
et which he always wore, broke It from
his chain, and, as I thought, wrapped 11
up tightly in a little piece of paper and
handed It to me, saying: 'Here, Hammer-
stein, here's a little trifle which I hope
you will accept for the manner in which
you have been treated to-night. Keep It
and remember me by ltT* I took the lit¬
tle package to my private office, opened
it, and, instead .(it the locket, found an
old bagage check belonging to some We**
era railroad c^cjaiys "


