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How many Americans know that a pas-
eioa play, far more real and much deeper
In intensity and sincere in motive than
that of Oberammergau, is enacted every

year, but by persons who have citizenship
with us, under the Stars and Stripes?
How many people realize that men who

may some day be American lawmakers,
each Lenten season willingly bear ponder¬
ous crosses along roadways strewn with
broken sitones and cheerfully receive buffet¬

ing* and spittings in the face, and at last
are lifted up with a crown of thorns on

the head and are nailed to the cross to

suffer and bleed, often even unto death,
as did the Savlouj of mankind.

During Holy or Passion Week, the last
week previous to Easter Sunday, the Ameri¬
can passion play is performed in six to ten
different localities in Southern Colorado,
and throughout New Mexico. Years ago
the drama was acted in twice as many
localities in (Colorado, Texas and New
Mexico, but the influence of the Roman
Catholic Church and the Protestant mis¬
sionaries has been brought to bear against
the passion play to such a degree that in
these days the scenes in the travail of
Jesus Christ are enacted only in localities
distant from the beaten parths of travellers
and remote from civilization and the eyes
of priest or missionary.
The actors are half Spanish descendants

of the ancient Aztecs, the remanants of
the people whom Coronado and his troops
came to conquer in 1540. Their sturdy red-
skinned ancestors learned from the Fran¬
ciscan monks the lessons of Christianity,
and, animated by a like zeal that moved the
peasants of Oberammergau long years ago
to subject themselves once a year as a

pious duty to the agony and humility of
their lord, they establisned the passion
play in the New World. The Indian con¬

verts to the Church became in time a

jort of religious organization separate from
others of their race, who refused to aban¬
don their Indian beliefs. The converts
and their descendants have been known for
three hundred years as the Penitentes, the
full name being "Los Hermanos Penitents"
(the penitent brothers), a3 given by the
Franciscan fathers.

BANISHED BY THE PAIJ3 FACE.
A half century ago the penitents wore

junibQred by thousands, but the influx of
tvhlte people into the Territories, the ad¬
vance of civilization and the rapid progress
of the pale faces nowadays, have been
Inimical to the fanaticism of the penitent
brothers, who are now reckoned but a

few hundred. The locality where the peni¬
tents are still strongest is about the little
adobe village of Taos, on the northern hem
of New Mexico. There are very few white
people In that region to be Inquisitive or

to object. Nor are there railroads or stage
coaches to carry tourists and sightseers
to the scene of the religious frenzy.
Taos and its valley are hidden away

among the Itocky Mountains, seventy miles
from the nearest white settlement and ac¬
cessible by rough roads through treacherous
canyons. The number of penitents in and
about Taos is 500, and they enact the
passion play exactly as the traditions of
their half savage forefathers have taught
them. El Verde Valley, in which Taos is
situated, gives one a very clear Idea of the
kind of civilization that the Spanish con¬
querors of the Southwest saw when they
came across the Rio Graude.
The valley and the old town are a bit

of the American Middle Ages dropped
down in the mountain fastnesses. There
are rude, clumsy one-story adobe and stone
houses, built several centuries ago. A nar¬
row roadway winds down the hillside
through a struggling community, no build-
lug has been done there for several genera¬
tions, the old mission church (the "Mor¬
ada ) stands as it did two hundred years
ayo, the cattlo and sheep graze on the
hills the same a.T in the days of Cortex,
and the sole language in the village is a
cutious jaVgon of Spanish and Indian. Dur¬
ing the Lenten season the penitents have
daily services.
They are not the mo.,, upright and con¬

scientious people during a good part of the
year, but they have been told from time
Immemorial that the more Intense their
observance of the fast and their endurance
of physical suffering, like their Master, the

better luck they will have with their flocks
and herds and crops, and the more likely
will be their chance to inherit the kingdom
of heaven.
So every day during Lent the penitents

meet In secret at the "Morada" find join In
self-abnegation and In visiting pain upon
one another. One day they will whip one

another, on another day they go to El'Cal-
vario (the Calvary), a little hill away from
the town, where they coat their bodies
with ashes, and all the time call In lamen¬
tations for a witness to their sense of sin¬
fulness. For several days at a time they
go without food, and they spend whole
nights in tearful prayer.

FANATICISM GROWN RAMPANT.

When Holy Week comes the intensity of
the observation Increases and many peni¬
tents join in the fanaticism. Every after¬
noon and evening the penitent brothers
march in single file from the crazy old
adobe church in El Calvario. In the day¬
time they wear black hoods to conceal
their faces. All of their customs are not
known, and not one of the participants
may be Induced to speak on the subject.
They have much mummery and silent acts

of devotion. They have been seen to thrust
cactus Into one another's naked backs un¬

til the flesh swelled out of all proportion
with inflammation caused by thousands of
nettles under the skin. They have been
known to crawl on all-fours, like a lizard,
oyer hill and vale for miles at a time to

prove the humility that possessed them.
Self-lashing with short whips, similar to

cats-o'-nine-tails, Is common, and reliable
residents of Taos tell of young men they
haye known who have died from exhaus¬
tion and loss of blood during too zealous
flagellations.
The Lenten observances by the fanatical

penitents culminate on Good Friday. On
that day nothing of the acts and services
of the brothers Is in secret. At early dawn
the little cracked bell on the "Morada," or

church, discordantly calls the people of
Taos to worship.
Every one In the place and the surround¬

ing country is there on that day, if not
again for a whole year. There are prayers
and lamentations for an hour or two. The
"Hermano" (the Mayor) names the ones
who have been chosen to be the Jesus
Christ, the Peter, Pontltfe Pilate, Mary,
Martha, and so on, for acting that day the
scene In the life and suffering of the Mas-
ter. Murmurlugs at the choice of perform¬
ers are common, for there is keen rivalry
to perform the principal parts In the
drama. Notwithstatiding the dreadful agony
and the possibility of death in the per¬
sonation, many penitents are annually
most desirous of beiug the Christ.
To have been the counterfeit of the

Saviour during several years, even though
it may have left painful, life-long wounds,
Is the most sublime service, In the eyes of
the people of any little community where
the penitentes are supreme. During the
morning hours the preparations are made,
the anuual passion play In the afternoon,
and Taos Is livelier than at any time In the
whole twelve months.

BEGINNING OF THE CEREMONIES.
At 2 o'clock the church bells ring and the

population of the valley gathers about the
"Morada." A procession, headed by the
"Hermano" and the most devout members
of the brotherhood, who are generally- chief
actors in the passion play, starts slowly
on foot for El Calvario. All are barefoot
and many are naked from the hips up. The
spectators follow' silently at a respectful
distance.
Half-way out to the hillock, which Is

known in Taos as El Calvario, the proces¬
sion halts at a tumble-down adobe house.
While the "Plpero" blows a shrill, pene¬
trating air on a flute, the man who Is acting
the part of the Saviour comes forth. His
only garment Is a quantity of cotton sheet¬
ing or muslin that hangs flowing from his
shoulders and waist, as Is represented in
the pictures of Christ in Bible and Church
histories. About the forehead of the man
Is bound a wreath of cactus thorns. The
thorns have been pressed deep Into the
flesh, from which tiny streams of blood
trickle down his bronzed face ana over his
black beard.
In a moment a cross of Inge timbers that

would break the back of many men. is
laid upou the man's .Moulders. He grap¬
ples tight hold of it, anC, bending low un¬
der the crushing weight, -'tarts on. The
plpero changes the tune on his flute and
the procession, with the mimic Christ near
the head, moves on. It Is a warm day in
the semi-tropic valley, and the perspira¬
tion miugles with the blood from the thorns
on the head of the chief actor and runs
down his half nude body. Th" man pants
and gasps at times, but never looks up or
speaks. On the way, a pathway of broken
stones has been made and the most de¬
vout penitentes walk over these with bare-
feet and never flinch. The counterfeit

Christ is spit upon by any and all the pro¬
cession. Little boys and girls run ahead
that they may more deliberately spit in his
face and to throw stones upon his bending
form.
AVhen El Calvario is reached the great,

clumsy cross is laid upon the ground, the
actor of Christ is seized and thrown upon
it. The assemblage joins in a chorus of
song, while several penitentes lash the
man's arms, bands and legs to the timbers
with cords and cowhide. The bonds are
made as tight as the big muscular ranch¬
men can draw them. The ligaments sink
Into the flesh and even cut so that blood
runs out. The arms and legs become blue
and then black under the awful binding,
but not so much as a sigh escapes the lips
of the actor. He repeats in a mixed dialect
of Spanish and Indian the words uttered
by Christ at the true Calvary and bids hla
brothers to spare him not.

suffering' ON THE CROSS.
When all Is ready a dozen men lift the

cross and its human burden and, carrying
it to an excavation near at hand, they drop
the base in the earth. The hole Is quickly
filled and the penitentes gather about the
foot of the cross with uplifted faces. The
women weep and the children look on
dumfounded. Some of the men mock and
jeer the man on the cross, others throw
clods of sunbaked earth at him and still,
otliefs, feeling that they must have some
part in the physical agony of the after¬
noon, call upon the multitude to lash and
beat them. The invitation is never in vain,
as there are strong arms and hands ever

glad to lay the lash on the backs of the
fanatics and to provide lots of cactus to
apply to the swollen and bleeding flesh.
In several localities in Colorado and

Mexico It was the practice to literally nail
the hands of the acting Christ to the tim¬
ber of the cross, but the Catholic priests
of this generation put a stop to that.
There is no doubt that people have died
from tortures of the passion play. Only
two years ago the Government Indian
agent in the San Rita Mountains reported
several deaths among the penitents be¬
cause of poisoning by the cactus thorns
and the dreadful lashing the men had en¬
dured in the hour of their fanaticism,
the penitentes believe that no death Is so
exalted as that caused by participation in
the action of -the .travail of the Lord.
After the first half hour of noise and

flagellation about the cross at El Calvario
the excitement dies away. The crucified
man, whose arms and legs are now black
under the bonds, must be suffering inde¬
scribable pain, but he only exclaims oc¬
casionally in anguish, "Peace! Peace!
Peace!" while the penitentes who have
had no part in the self-abnegation and
punishment prostrate themselves silently
about the cross. A motion of the hand
from the piper and the spectators bow
their bared heads iu reverential attitude.

ONLY MOANS AND SOBS HEARD.
Save for the hysterical sobbing, moaning

and suppressed sobs of the women, there
is not now a sound. The weird pathos of
the scene Is indescribable. The clear, mel¬
low afternoon sun of that region pours
down. The picture of that great rude
cross, bearing a semi-nude, bloodstained,
agonized man stretched upon It, the groups
of barefooted, weeping, dishevelled men
and women all about, the solitude of the
rugged barren hills, backed by mountalus
towering in lonely sublimity, Is one that
will long abide with even the most prosaic
or hardened onlooker.
As the sun slowly descends behind the

loftiest mountain peaks and the first shad¬
ows of twilight are thrown across the val¬
ley of El Verde, the piper rises to his
feet, and, blowing a long, harsh air upon
his flute, leads a procession of the people
back to the village. Some twenty of the
leading penitentes remain behind, and
when the spectators and others have gone
away they lift the cross from the earth
and lower its burden. The cords of cow¬
hide are removed and the pseudo Christ,
who is now probably unconscious from
long and dreadful bondage, is lifted from
the timbers.
Then, foHowlug the narrative of the

scenes on Calvary, the body of the actor
is wrapped about with a mass of white
fabric aiid is carried to a dug-out cave
in the hillside near at hand. Several wom¬
en who have beer, appointed to personate
the Marys and the Marthas follow some
distance behind," all the time violently
weeping and lamenting.
In the cave the bleeding and tortured

body of the chief actor is nursed to
strength. If the man Is of endurance and
rugged physical strength he wilJ probably
be ready to go home to Uls family In the
evening, conscious of having made ample
atonement for long years of sin and hav¬
ing earned a reputation that numerous
men In Taos have coveted raeuy years.
If hi3 wounds heal ^nd his inflamed and
lacerated back resumes its norm l condi¬
tion he will be the central figui at the
big dance that Is always given the
Monday nlglit following Easter. wife
will be the most envied woma: all
Taos, and he will be pointed ou the
youth of the village for many ong
month as the biggest man In the ci

A CRUCIFIXION OF TH
IORSES MADE OVER.

ome of the Tricks of Dealers to Re¬
store Brief Youth to Aged

Equines.

The bolstering of ancient horses has be-
jme almost an art. An expert in this
ractice can take the most decrepit street
lr wreck, and in a short time so alter his
ppqarance that the careless buyer would
insider him a bargain at a fairly good
jure.
The tricks employed to gain the ends of
le owner of the time-worn horse are as
iimerous as they are cruel.
One of the most recent and Ingenious in-
jntions of the unscrupulous is a treatment
>r tilling out the eyes, which, as a rule,
:e sunk far back in the head. This opera-
oil consists in cutting an opening in each
>tic, iu which the nozzle of a small air
jllows is inserted. Wind is then gentlyjmped into and around the organ, puffingout and giving it the appearance of a
>rse in perfect condition. Of course, like
1 other "fake" remedies, the apparently.neticial results last for a limited time
lly, after which the normal conditions re-
irn.
Another and favorite method of im-
¦ovement is the injection of a large dose' whiskey into the animal, a hypodermic.ringe being employed to pump the in-
gorator lntovtlie beast to be disposed of.
¦veral secret compounds are also employed
r various unscrupulous traders. In fact,
ere are many injections compoundedhich contain a limited amount of the Are
youth. Then the broken down animal is
ten fed on alcoholic essence of oats, whileell moistened hay will fill out an emacl-ed frame in short 'order. Add to theseireful grooming and clipping, and judlci-
is exercise, an,d it doesn't take long to.ing about a complete metamorphosis,iiere are tricks in all trades, undoubtedly,jt in none are there more than In thathorse dealing.Dave 13. Herrlugton, of Fleetwood fame,id to ti Journal reporter: "One of the
eatest difficulties I have to contend withcircumventing the efforts of the sharpsho try to palm off 011 me apparentlymnd animals to train. As a matter of
ct, these animals are 'bolstered' for the
me being, and I am supposed to receive
em in first-class condition. Then, when
e effects of their stimulants have wornf, the owners propose to come to me and
targe me with not properly caring forielr animals and thereby ruining theirinstitutions."

A LIGHTED GUN.
ere's a Queer Invention That Will En¬

able You to Shoot Accurately
in the Dark.

JIN JIPRIL
JOKEWHO SOI
ft.nd This ShoWs Jlov

Careless NeW 1

Business
in l

The shades of night are no longer a pro-
ction to game from the powers of the
ortsman. An English Nimrod has invent-
a luminous sight for use in a bad light,
tiny incandescent lamp, fed from a

igle storage battery concealed in the gun
ack, is mounted within a shield at the
uzzle of the gun, and a faint ray of light
lculated to indicate the position of its
urce, is exposed in the direction of the
ooter's eye, and this is sufficient to en-ile him to obtain the required alignmentith the back sight and with the target,it animate or inanimate.
Theispecial application of the sight is for
me shooting at night and for naval ser-
2e, such, for instance, as the illumination
a machine gun used against torpedo at-cks during the night. For the .after pur¬se it has been adopted in tha Englishyy.

It hrji often been said that the average
New Yorker cheerfully signs any petition
that is handed to him without reading it.
The Sunday Journal has found this to be

entirely true.
On April Fool's day.last Wednesday.a

Journal reporter started out with a peti¬
tion to the "L" railroad managers. This
document began lb the usual phraseology:
"Whereas," etc., and went 011 to recite the
well-known fact that the Ninth avenue "L"
trains do not run all night. The petition
further set forth the statement that this
neglect to operate trains all night was a
serious injury to the tradesmen along the
avenue aud particularly to tri£ butchers,
marketmen and others who go to business
in the early morning hours.
Then, right in the middle of the petition,

came this paragraph:
"If you cannot grant this request, we

shall insist upon your taking measures to
have the West Side bluchers, marketmen,
night porters and night'watchmen confined
in the penitentiary, that they may no

longer be subjected to the inconvenience
and unnecessary expense they now suffer,
and we furthermore Insist upon absolutely
clear weather and pure politics along the
line of said Ninth avenue elevated road."
Now, of course, this paragraph, of non¬

sense in the middle of this solemn petition
would have astonished anybody who read
it. Nobody who read the petition would
have signed it with such an absurdity in it.
And yet the Journal reporter succeeded

in getting ninety-one names signed to this
very petition in a very few hours. As a
matter of fact, not. one single person took
the trouble to read it.
The petition might just as well have been

a declaration of war against China, or a
petition to re-establish slavery, or any¬
thing else. Nobody bothered to find out
what it was all about, aud without ques¬
tion all cheerfully put their signatures to
this absurd document.
Among the signatures attached to the pe¬

tition are those of men whose reputation
for shrewdness and oareful aotior . almost
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Men jlre
iigning Petitions.
bial among their associates. First
was Abraham Gruber. Now "Abe"

r, as people best know hiui, is a keen
ian, a manipulator of affairs after
atl: method and a wlieelhorse-of tlie
machine in New York City. Just
happens to be the part of wisdom

;n of that ilk to exercise the great-
re regarding their actions', but Mr.
., after apparently giving the peti-
ie closest scrutiny, signed it with a
la, saying with emphasis that he was
y in favor of it. Had a clause de-
ng the Raines bill been in place of
e he failed to read, his indorsement
have been just as hearty, for his

nee would have been just as blissful,
ge It. Simpson, the lawyer, also
himself an advocate of imprisonment
nfortunate night-workers numbered
the Ninth avenue L patrons. So did

¦n S. Blake, who used to be a Civil
> and is supposed to know that any
ent ought to be read before it is

ael Heman Dowd, of the Twelfth
ent, would never sign checks in his
g business as he did that plea. But
mature is on the .petition.
ds of people who were asked to
he document read it carefully, or
1 to do so. and then regretfully said
could not indorse it because they
lot patrons of the Ninth avenue road.
safe to say that had the petition

1 to the Broadway cable line, a the
of improvement of service, enough

ares of men well known in com-
1 circles could have been secured to
the document a fairly 'epresentative
Chamber of Commerce members,

aps, if the petition nad contained
x clause. Mr. Piatt might have in-
Governor McKinley; Mayor Strong

hus pleaded for the abolition of fea-
ig; Theodore Roosevelt have wished
power to Chief Conlin, or Chauneey
;pew given an indorsement of his
;e brand of champagne.
ie Washing-on market district, ho

ever, the very people referred to In tha
petition enthusiastically signed the docu¬
ment that urged their own imprisonment.They hailed the opportunity with joy, and,seeming to read the pleas set forth, grew
more and more earnest as they continued
to read.
These are some of the leaders among the

market men whose names appear on tho
petition: George Bower, John Syms, John
Sennett. Joseph H. Higgins. John McDer-
mott, Edward Davis. Anthony L. Ruppel,
Johnson & Brother, Ernest Fischer, George
Blackburn, Charles Schick. C. C. Egbert,
Joseph Schmitt, A. F. Ridder. Louis Balil,
John F. Chander, Arthur T. Bliss.
Every story is supposed to have a uioml

of sonie sort, but this one contains two.
The first is that the present service on the
Ninth avenue road is unsatisfactory. Th#
second points to the fact that it isn't safe
to sign a petition with reading it on tb»
first of April or any other day.

THE BIRTH OF A P*""*

Whan the Oyster Is Badly Kled i

Produces a Preciot...
Jewel.

When an oyster feels something tickling
his skin he does not.ind-ed, he obvlouslr
cannot.procecj to scratch the spot and
apply counter-ir^iHlon, as a quadruped or
a biped would. Tie only course left to a
inollusk in such e plight is to fence ot.
his enemy with a layer or two of mother-
p'-pearl. more sci<" ciflcally known under
the term of "nacr In consequence of this
many things happt.i inside the shell, among
them pretty frequently the birth of a pearl.

It should be 'inown, however, to start
with, that ip the shell-bearlng-molluska
have the power of secreting cajcite, whlca
is a form of carbonate of lime, from tha
outer layer of cells which forms the cuticle
or skin >f their soft, not to say sloppy,
bodies. In this way they build up their
shells.
The linj*' s^retion wheh they give off is

laid in extremely thin, semi-transparent
films, and this is just the reason why tbo
"nacre" is so beautifully Iridescent, fo.*
very thin films uave the property of pro¬
ducing what art^ scientifically known as

"nterference" ejects and breaking orQl.
nary light up in to the colo;-s 0f Speo.
trum.
Now, if some tiny foreign bo-'y, 6uch at

a grain of sand, a "diatom," or even xminute shrimp or other crnstactan happen*to find its way inside the mantic borderof the oyster, it sets up a good deal o>.'
irritation, and in self-deface tlw pow
oyster is obliged to cover up the intrude
by a layer of nacre. So around the laytof sand, we will say, the inollusk &oes oj»
depositing thin layers of nacre one afte;
the other, like the skins of au onion, until
the point of irritation is completely eu>
cysted and a pearl has been formed. Till*
process is carried out, or attempted to bo
carried out, whatever the intruder ma;be, so that little fish have been seen in¬
cased in pearl within the bivalve's shell.
The Chinese, who never mm to neglect

an opportunity to improve upon nature,have long taken advantage of this "hab!:
to artificially induce the growth of pear'.:
by filling up the oyster with all kind-
of irritating things. Ordinary pear-shappearls are excited by means of a t
H-shaped piece of wire thrust into the r
tie border, but it is not uueomuMV
Insert little metallic Images of the^
god Bxidh," and subsequently obtain
of the same in pearl. These are iuu<
ued as charms. The finest Oriental
are those found within the mantU
oyster close to the Hps ot the
a the soft parts near to the htug


