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PASSION Y.

The Apnual Crueifixion Ceremopies of
the New [Mexieo Ipdians and
the Religious Frenzy
~of Holy Week.

¥low many Americans koow that = pas-
eton play, (far more renl and much deeper
I Lrtensity und In motive than
that of Obersmuniergan, Is enscted every
year, but by persons wiho have cltizenship
with'us, dnder the Stirs and Birlpes?

Alhtere

How wany peeple roallze that men who
:nﬂ;'.sum-) day be Americon lnwmakers,
enel Lenten genson willlngly bear ponder-
ous crossees aglone roadways strewn  with
broken stones and cheerfully recelve buffel-
Liga and splitings In the faee, and at ladt
are (ifted bp with a erown of thomns on
the hend #nd are nalled to the crods to
suffer and bleed, often even unto death,
as dbd the Saviouy of mankingd,

Daring Holy: or IPassion Week, the last
week previous to Haster Sunday, the Amerl-
cofth pussion play L performed in gix to ten
diffarent 'Ofﬂutli;ﬁ In Southern Colorado,
und throughont New Mexico. Years ago
the drmma was acted in twice a8 many
logallttes 10 Colomda, Texas ahd New
Mexlen, but the Influence of the Roman
Cathiolle Chureb and the Profestant mis-
sionaries has been brought to bear agalnst

the pussion play 10 snch a degree that In

ihese ddays the scenes In the travall of
Jeéaus Chrigt are onacted only 1n localities
dleragt from the bedten parths of travellers
and wemote from clvilizatlon and the eyes
of priest or wlsslonary,

The aclors are bhalf Spanish descendants
of the anclent Astees, the remanants of
thie people whom Coronade and hls troops
eame to conguer In 10640, Thelr sturdy red-
sliinned ancestors loarned fiom the Trean-
clacan | monks the legsons of OChristlanity,
and, anlmgted by o ke zeal that moved the
peasants of Oberammergaw long yesrs ago
to stbjecl theniselves once 4 year s a
pious duty to the agony snd Uumillty of
thelr lord, they establlsned the passion
play fn the New World. The Indlan con-
veris to the Chuoreh betame In tlme a
sort of religiond organlzation separate from
others of thelr race, who refosed to abun-
doun  thefr Indlin  belfefs. The converts
umf thelr deseendants hiove been k-nmrn for
threee bundred years as the Penitentes, the
fill name belng “Los Hermanes Penltents’
ithe peafitent  brochers), 4% glven by the
¥iitithsean fothers. ,

BANISHED BY PUE PALR TACE.

A half cettury ago the ponltents were
auuvared by thousandy, but (6 Infinx of
whilte people luto the Tercitories, the -
vinee of vivillzaton und rhoe mpid progress
of. the pale faces nowndays, have been
Intmical to the fannticlsin of the penitent
brothers;, who are now recdkoned put a
few Lundresd. The locality where tho pend.
tenls are stlll strengest Is about the fittle
‘wdobe village of Toosi ou the sorthein bhem
of New Mexieo., There aca very fow white
people dn thot reglion tw be Luquislttye or
fo ‘abjeet. Nor wre thete rafivonds or atage
conchies to carry tourlsts Aud slghtscers
to the scene of the rellglous frenzy.

Taos and fs' valley awe hidden away
fnong the Rooky Mounptaing, seventy mlles
Trom the nearest wiilte settlement sud ae-
cesslble by rough rosds through treacherons
canyons, The number of penltents ln and
about Taps Is OO0, anmd they ebuet the
pussion play exactly as the tepditions of
thelr half savage forefathers hive tanght
them, El Verde Valley, in wlleh Taos is
Hituated, gives one a vory plmr'idm' ol the
kind' bf clvillzation that the Spunish oou-
gquarors of the Bouthwest sauw when they
cume deross the Rio Grande [ 4 1

The valley and the ol town are a bit
‘of the American Middle Ages' dropped
down ln the mountnin fastnesses. Thers
are rude, clumsy ouestory ndobe and stone
houses, bullt severs! centuries ago. A i
i rowdway winds down the hillside
througl & struggllng compinnity, no bulld-
Ing hug been dotia there for severiil genera-
ticus, the old mission ehureh (the “Mop-
adi”) stadids ys It &d two hundrved yeurs
ago, the eattlo nwd shoep gruze on the
Lills the snwe g5 in the days of Cortuez,
#and the sole Jangunge lu the village is o
ertlous Jubzon of Spanisa and Todiun, Dir-
ing tho Leuten gepson the penlleuts have
daliy servipes
(Bhes dre ot 06 G uprlghit and eons
stleatious people duriuy o good pavt of the
year, 1

better luck they will have with thelr flocks
and herds and crops, amd the more likely
will ‘be their chance to inherlt the Kingdom
of heaven.

S0 every day durlng Lent the penitents
meet in secret nt the :'Momt‘la" Iand Jolu In
sell-ahnegation and in visitlog pain upon
nug another, One day they will whip one
another, on another day they go to T Oal-
vario (the Calvary), a ilitle Wl away from
the town, where they ocont their bodies
with ashes, and nll the time enll o lamen-
tations for a wliness to thelr sense of sln-
fulness. For several days at a time they
go without food, and they spend whaole
nighis in tenrful prayer.

FANATICISM GROWN MAMPANT,

When Holy Week comes the Intensity of
the abservation Incrcases and many peni-
terts Join In the fanaglclsm. Bvery affer-

ueon and evening the penitent brothers
march in single file from the erazy old
ndobe church in El Calvarie. In the day-

tlme they wear black hoods to conceal
thelr faces. All of their customis dre not
known, and not one of the participanis

cesslon,
that they may more dellberately spit in his
face aod to throw stones upon his bending
form,

pin

uf the actor.
of Spanish and Indian the words uitersd
hy Christ at the true Calvary and blds his
brothers (o spure him not.

Chyist 18 aptt upon by any and &ll the pro-
Little boys and glvls run ahead

When El Calvario is reached the great,

clumsy cross is laid upen the groumd, the

actor of Christ Is selzed and tlhrvown upoen
The assemblage jolns Io & clords of
song, while several penitentes lash the
man's aris, bands dnd legs to the timbera
with cords and cowllde, The bLonds are

mude as tiglit as the big muscular ranch-
men can drasy them.
Into the flesh and even cut so that blood
runs out,
and then black under the awful binding,

The Hgnments sink
The arms snd legs become blue

but tot g0 much a8 a sigh escapes the lips
He repoats o a mixed. dinlecy

SUPFERING N THE CROSS,
When all 18 ready a dopen men 11t the

oross and its human bupden and, earrying
It to an excnvetion nepr at band they drop
the buse In the earth,
flled ‘and the penlténtes gather about the
foot of the cross wiih upliftell faces. The
Cwouen weep dnd the elifldren look on
dumfonded. Some gf the men mock gnd

The hole ls qulekly

may be induced to speak on the subfect.
They have much mummery and silent acts
of devatlon, They bave been seen to thrust
cactos Into oné another's naked backs un-
til the flesh swelled out of 4l proportion
with infininmation eaused by thousdnds of

| Chirist, the Peter. Pontifs Pilate, Mary,

o but thiey bave beew told from time
that 3Bk more Inteuse tholr| ®PC

nettles under the skin. They have been
known to crawl on all-fours, ke a llzard,
over Will and vale for miles at a time to
prove the humility that possessed them.
Self-lnshing with short whips, similar to
cats-o'-nine-tails, (I8 eommon, and reilahle
resitlents of Taos tell of young men they
bave known who have dled from exhiaus.
tion and loss of blood durlng too zenlous
Adgellations,

The Lenten observances by the fanatlcal

penitents culniluate on Good Frlday. On
that day nothing of the acts and serylees
of tlie hrothers Is in seeret, At early dawn
the little eracked bell on the “Mortda,” or
chureh, dlscordantly calls the people of
Taom to worship.

Every oue [n the place and the surround-
ing eountry is there on that day, if not
ngain for 0 whole year. There are prayers
and Inmentations for an hour or two. The
“Hermano' (the Mayor) nomes the ones
who have been chosen to be the Jesus

Martha, awd so on, for actlug that day the
seone ln the Hfe and suferiug of the Mas-
ter. Murmuriogs ot the cholee of perforn-
ers are eomwon, for there 18 keen rivalry
to perform the prineipal parts In  the
dramn. Notwithstanding the dreadful agouy
and the posaibility of death Io the per-
sonation, many penitents are annoally
most deslrous of being the Christ.

To have been' the counterfelt of the
Havidur duriug severdl years, even thongh
It may bave left pdinful, lfe-long wounnds,
la the most sublime servico, In the eyes of
the people of any lttle community where
the petitentes are supreme. During  the
mornltiy Mowrs the preparations age wade,
the nnuual pagsion play 1o the aftermoon,
and ‘Maos Is Mveller) than at any time in the
whole twolve months.

BEGINNING OF THE CHREMONIES.

At 2 o'nlock the ebaveh bells ring and the
poputation of the valley: gathers about the
“Morads." A provession, headed by the
“Hormano' and the most devout members
of the brotherliood, who are generall lef
actors In the paksion play, sta alowly
on foot for El Calvarlo. All are linrefoot
and many ara nuked from the Lips up, The
speorators follow! silently at o respectful
digtanee,

Half-way out to the hillock, wilch Is
known i Taos as 1! Calvario, the proces-
glon halts st o tnmblelown adobe house.
‘While the “Plpero” blows a shrill, pene-
teating air on & flute, the mun who is acting
the part of the Savionr comes forth. Hls
only garment 1s a quantity of wolton slicet-
ing or mupsiin thet hangs flowing from his
shouldera und walst, as I8 prepresented I
the pletures of Chiist in Blble and Cliurch
histories.  About the forebend of the man
I8 bound » wrenth of dacius thirms. The
thorns huve been pressed deep Into the
fesl. from whicl tiny streaws of blopd
trickle dewn Wis bronzed fice and over hls
black beard.

In & moment & cross of huge Hmbers that
would  breal te buck of wnny men, is
hild upon the i's <honlders. Ic grop-
ples: tight hold of ity and, bending low wj-
der the crushing welght, <tarts on. The
pero, changes the tune on his fite ingd
the procession, with the wimle Ohrlst neay
the head, moves on. T8 u warm day In
the semi-trople valley, and the persplra-
tion miugles with' the blood from the fhiorns

caslonully io  angulsh,

body
strength. If the wau ls of enduvuiide apd
rugged physleal strength e will probably
be ready to go home to Uls fawily in the
evenlug, coustious of having mude wmply
utoncwent, for long years of &ty and IHav-
Ing  eavoed u reputation thnt Wimerons
men a0 Ungs. Have cuveled myny  yenrs.
If hiw swounds Lieal :
Agecrnted) back resum

Jeer the man on' the crogs, others ihrow

ottiers, feoltid Nl ey it huve some
part in the physieal agony of the after-
noon, call wpon the multitude to Jash and
beat them. The Invitarlon is never in vain,
uf thers are strong arms and hands ever
giad to lay the lnsh on fhe backs of the
fanatics nnd to provide lots of ¢lctus to

apply to the swollen and bleedlng Acsh,

In meveral locallfled (0 Colotiado and

Mexloo It was the pructice to lterally nall
thie hands of the acting Christ to the tim-
ber of the cross, but the Catholle priests
of this generatlon put a stop 1o thet.
There 18 mo doubt that people have died
from tortures of the passion play. Only
two years ago the Government
agent In the Bun Ritn Mounthlne reported
several deaths among the penltents be-
cause of polsoning by the eactos thorns
and the drendful Inshing the men bid ep-
dured In the bhour of their funaticlsm.

Tnillan

the penltentes belleve that no denth Is so

exalted as that caused by particlpation in

the aection of the travall of the Loid.
After the first balf hour of uolse nnd

fngellation about the cross at B Calvarle
the exeltement dies awiy, The crncifled
man, wlhose arius and legs are now black
under the bonds, wust be saffering inde

seribable patn, but he only exclaims oc-
“Teacel  Peges!
Pencpi”

from the piper and the speetators lLow

thelr bured heads lu reverentinl attitude.

ONLY, MOANE AND S0DS HEARD,
Save for the Lysteriogl £obblog, moaning

and suppressed sobs of the women, there
s
the seene ls indescribabile. The clear, mel-

not now a sotnd. The welrd pathos of

low aftertioon sun of thot region pours
dowa, The pleture of that grest rule

cross, beaviug a seml-nude, bloodstined,
agonizod moen stretehed upon i, the groups
of biarefouted, 7
and wenien all abolt, the solitade of the
rugged barven fillls, Lackel by mountuius
towerlig In lonely sublimity, 's- one that
will Jong ablide with oven the most prosale
or hardened onlogker.

weeping, dishevellod  men

As the sun glowly desconds belind {lie

loftlest wountaln peaks aud the fHrst alil-
ows of twillght ave thvown soross {he yal-
Loy of Bl Veble, ‘the plpar wses 1o lis

feat, dnd, blowing a long, havsh ale upon

s flite, ledds a processlon of the people
back to the villuge, Some twenty of the
leadlug  penltentes
when the spectators and others have goue
away they Hft the ervoss from the ofvih
and lower {ts burden. The cords of ¢ow-
Lide are rewoyed aud the phendo Ul vlst,

remaln hehind, aod

who 1§ now proliably unconsclous Crom

long nud dieadful bondege, is lfied frem

the thmbers.
Then, followlug the narrative of the

scenes on Unlvary, the Lody of e seilsr
is wrapped about with a wass of white
fubrle and Is catdied to a dug-out cave
a the hillside near at band, Seversl wom-
en who bave been appointed to personnte
the Marys aud the Marthas follow sowe
distanes  behingd,* ait
weeplng and inmenting.

the time violently

lo the cave the bleeding ond tortured
of tiw chief actor I8 oursed to

ud his Brdloedl and
Ha norm ' condi-

on ihe head of the chilef nctar and runs | tion Be will be the cenbeal fgm v the
down Lis half nnde body. The man pants|blg dance that s always giver . tlie
3 gn ' L - up or (Monday night followice Easter, wite:
the

clods of sunbuked eavth st bim and st

while the penitentes who have!
hd mo part In the self-ibueghtion and
nunishment prosteite thewselves silently
about ‘the cross. A motlon of 'the hung

AY. ' |

A GRUCIFD'(ION OF THE PRESENT D
AN APR
ITR A SOUND MORAL
find This Shows Now
Careless New York:
Business Men Are

in Signing Petitions.

HORSES MADE OVER.

Some of the Tricks of Dealers to' Re-
store Briuf\‘Ynu‘th to Aged
Equines.

The bolstering of anclent horses hns be-
eomie flmost un art. An expert in this
practice can tuke the most decrepit street
cur wreck, nnd In 4 short time so alter his
appéarance that the, careless buyer would
conslder him o bargaln at a fatrly good
figure,

The tricks employed to gain the ewds. of:
the owner of fhe time-worn hovse ‘are as
nnmerons as they nre croel

COue of the most recent and logenfons ln-
ventipns of the unscrupulous’is o trestment
For filling out the eyes, which, a5 u rule,
are suule far back In the hend. This operat
Lion conslsts In cuttlng an openlog i eack
optie, It whigh the uozzle of o sioall {Iifr
bellows is fnserted.  Wind ia then gently
imnmud_ Into and around the organ, puffing

L oout amd glviog It the appesrance of a
horse In porfect condition. OF course, ke
all other “fake” remedies, the ulppnm-.ﬂr
beneticinl results lost for n Huwilted  thne
only, ufter syhic
turn.

Another nnd favdrite mwethod pf (e
proveinent {8 the lnjection of n large dose
of whiskey Inito the anlmpl, & Yypodermic
syringe belng employed to pump  the dn-
vigoritor intoslie beast to be disposed of,
Beverul seerel compounids nre also employed
lJ}y various unseropnions traders. Ty foot
there | e  wnny  Infections lmml:-bund!!ri-
wlileh eontain o Hmlted smount of the five
of youth, Then the broken down ppimud is
offen fed on aleoliplic eseenve of onts, while
well molstened hay Wlll il out an emoel-
nted frawe In short 'order. Add éﬂ those
earefil groomiug and ellpping, and judiei-
ons exervise, and It doesn't ke long o
bring abont n ecomplete metnmorphosis.
There are trleks In all teades, undoubtediy,
h]}zt fi none nre there more than In that
of horse denllug,

Diive B. Herrlngton, of Flestwood fiue,
sild to a Jourodl reporter: “One of the
greatest difficulties T have to contend with
5 t'lh:m:n’entiIlF the efforts of the sharps
who twey to paim off on o :mpn:'uulj-‘_v
sound anlmals to traln,  As o matter of
Tnet, these animnls are ‘bolstersd’ Tor the
thne beiug, and 1 am en{mnswl to récelve
them In firstelngs conditlon,  Then, when
tho elfects of thelr stlmninnts have sworn
off. the swiefs propose to cofme 1o nie and
aharge me with pot properly earing for
thelr anlmals and thereby rolning  thelp
constitutlong,*

A LIGHTED GUN.

Here's a Queer lnvention That Will En-
able You to /Shoot Accurately
in the Dark.

The shades of nlght are o longer-a pros
tection to game from [he powers of the
sporismsn. An Ruglish Nimrod has juvent-
el d lmmlnous sght for use in a bad light,
A tiny nepndeseent lamp, fed from @
single storpze hattery concenled fa the gun
stock, ls mounted within o shield at the
muzzle of the gun, and o nint ray of Heht
taleulsted o indlente the postilon of itz
souren, I8 expoeed In the dirvection of the
shopter's eye, nnd this Is sutlelent ta en-
able Him fo ghialn the required alignment

m%e_t..

Ith the back stght and with the
}‘fa Lt anlminte oﬂna Tinnate.
Hﬂ-{. o

- Thoi specinl ap fon of tlio slght i
game: :gootlns at nlght and ]
f-ngl.:'smh.'--mr. e . 4% thi "‘-'fnm

the normal couditions re-
. v

pvheat Ut was A1l ALOGL AUl withint ques:

JOKE

It bes often been edld that the average|
New “Yorker choorfully signs any petition |
that Is handed to Lim without peading It

The Sunday Journal his found this to be
entirely trie,

On April Fuol's duy—Iiast Wellnesiay—a
Joaorual reporter stortod ofit with n petl-
(tlon ito the “L™ rallroud manngers. This
document began It the usunl ph¥asesiogy:
“Whereas,” ete., and went of o recite the
wall-kngwn fact that the Nioth avenue “L"
trains do =net o all nlght. The petition
further set forth the smement that this
ueglect to eperate trains all night was o
serious Infory to the tradesmen wlong the
aveuue and partlenlosiy to tad butehers;
morketmen and others who go to hpsiness
In the early womning hours.

Then, right io.the middle of the petition,
came this payagraph:

If you cubnot grant this regoest, we
shall insist upon your tiking mensites to
Lave the Woest Side buygebers, murketion,
night porters and night witelimen confine]
in, the penftentlney, thnt they way no
lotger be sablectéd to the Tueouvenleniee
and nooecessury expenss they now suffer,
and we furthérmore Jnslst 2pon absolutely
olenr weather and pure polities dlung the
line of suld Ninth avenue clevnted rond.”

Now, of course, this paragraph of non-
senge In the middle of this solenn petition |
wonld bave astonished anybody who rend
It. Nobody who read the petition wounld
have signed Jtowith suéh an absoedity n it

And yet the Journal reporter, sneesoded
in getting nluety-one names signed to this
very petition iu a very, few hours, As'a
matter of fact, not one single person took
the trouble to vend 1L i

The petltion might Juat ns well haye been
A decluration of wat agalnst Clina, or a
petition’ to re-establish slayers, or any-
thing clse. Noliody botherad 1o find ont

tlon ‘all

[, FOOL

proverbinl’ amoeng thelr assockites, Plrst
of all was Abrfilinia Gruber. Now  “Abe”
Grybiet, as plople boet kvow him, Is 1 keen
pofittclan, o munipulater of affuirs sfter
the Platt moethod and a wheelliorse of the
Plitt viuchiye In New York City. Just
noew it bappens o be the part of wisdem
for wen of that Uik (o eserclse the grext-
est cure regarding thelr actions,  but Mr.
Gruber, after appnreutly giving the' peti-
tien the closest serutloy, stgoed 18 with a
Heurish, saylng with emphasis thal he was
hotrtily In ifuvor of 1t Hul' 4 clanse ‘de-
naunding the Raines Bl been in place of
the one he falled’ to gead, Lls indorseraont
waould have been Just a¥ learty, for his
lgtoranee wounld have been just as blissful.

George 1L Slmpsan, the lawyer, also
wrote hlmsell an advocate of lmprisanment
for uuforiunste mght-workers nombeyisd
ataeng the Nigth ayelue i patrops:  So dii
Stephen 8o Blake, who ased to be a Qvl)
Justieer und s supposed to know “that usy
document ought to Be road before it s
signed,

Colanel  Henan Dowd, of the Twelfth
Restment, wonld never zlgn checks fo his
Uatlking business as he did that plen.- But
hls dgunture is ob the petitfon

Seores of perople who were asked to
mlgn the dovuizent read it carefnlly, or
sepmed to doso, and then regretfully sald
they  could nop iudorse [t Decsuse they
were not patrobs of the Ninth avenue pong),

it is safe to say that bad the petition
relnted: to. the Broadway eable llne, "5 fhe
matter ‘of improvement of servies,. snough
signntpres of mwen well kuown v eofi-
merekal eireles conld lmve been spoured ‘Lo
nake the doomsent a filely sepfesetitative
list of Chumber of Commeres membeca.

Perbups, If the peritipn nnd  contained
suoh o clunse, Mr. Pintt milght have hv
dorsed Governor MeKjuley; Mayor Strong

mntt,

milnofe sbrimp or other

fve thus: yledded for (e wholition of fea-

cheerfully put thel

it kT

slgpntuies to

arinkiug: Theodor: Rosevel
more gowes o Chlet Conin

ever, the very peaple reforred to

)
In .
petition centhnsastically signed mdﬂﬁ T

ment that o thelr own % 1
They hulled the opportunity » Azrlhﬂ :
seemlng to rend the pleas setr forth,

mone ';ind more earnest as they continued

Lo rea o Ld
These are some of the leaders among the

miurket men whose names appear on

Edwawl Dnvis, Anthony. L

Jalitson & Brother, Hrnest Figcher,

Biackburn, (herles Sohjek. C. L

Joseph Schmitt, A. F. Ridder. Louls ¢

Jolin F, Chundeér, Arthur T, Bilss 3
Every story Is snp 1 to have a

of some. surt, but this one cohtains :

The first is'that the present service on tis

Ninth avenue rond Is ansatisfictors. The

gecond points to the Tact that t len't

tn sign a petitlon with rending It on

first of April or sny other diy.

THEBIRTH OF A Fr=»

When the wled

Oyster |5 Badly
Producesa Preciol, .
Jewel

When an opster feels soruething tlokling
Lls skin he does not—indeed, he obviousiv
cannot—protécd to scratel the spit and
Apply counter-irAzstion, #s a quadmped or
a blped would, The only course Jeft to
moliesk In such o plight 1s to fenea
his enemy with o Iayer or two of mother
o -peard, wore selr (ifeally koown onder
the termy of “Tacr In consequence hfﬁlb »

petition: Geo Dower, John Syms, .
Hennett, J:'Nu"ll‘:ﬁie H. Higginy, 3% "
George

4

X

mony things huppe . Inside the sbell, among

them pretty frequoently the birth of ‘& pal‘ﬁ; :
Tt shoull "be “inown, however, to sturt

with, tHAt Al the shell-bearing-mollusks

lave the power of secretiiig ewlclte, whics

e

1§ 0 forin of eprbonate of Mime, fromy the

outer lnyer of ¢éls which forms the eutfcle
or skin of thelr s0ft; not to siy sloppy,
bodles, Tn thls way tiey pulld up ‘
ehells, y
Inid: in extramely thin, somi-tian
filios; and this 18 just the rexson; 1
“nnere’ 8 so  beautifoily dridescent, fos
very thin flwg liave the property ut re-
duelng what are sclentifically knowa ay
“nterference” efieets and breaking g
uiiey light up luto the coloss if the spec
trim. ; o
Now, If some tiny forelgn body, sueh ag
& graln of sand, a “dlgem.” or oven '
eﬂﬂamu hapnet

o ifind s way fuslde the niantle
of the orster, It seth up 8 good deal
irritation, mnd In  sclf-defauve the .
oypeter 18 obilged to cover up the Iote
sl
a

by u layer tiere, 8o aroun
of sand, we wil say, the moﬂu‘ﬂm
depositing 1hin layers of naere
i'.g(: mr:m-', m;c-lu::.- ali;lns. ’ut nu
the polnt. of irritation 'is ]
q'su.!t] and a poarl has heén mfom:a g
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