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PRACTICAL JOKES 3

Mr fIz{'rﬂP:y Wntes of Many
Funny Exploits and Jis

| - 0dd Exparim‘lues‘]‘lere; and
There Around the Town.

%

Hammersteln's big Olympla swas thronged |

the other evialyg. when 1. strolled’ In,
Not & seat was.ta be hdd at the Olympla
thot night. Wihil apvaiting for the curtal
to go up I npused myself at the expense
of p part of ihe audlence standing about
“Hats oft!” I shouted as from afar off.
A bundred hots were doffed. ! '

“Everybody sit down!! T next enlled in

a volee which, I gatbeéred from tle ex-.|

pregslons ol the faces of thoge noar byl
came from the stage. Instantly the bal-

cony tlers responded. All sat Jown but
ofie man who hugged the brass ralls, and
who, doobtless, thought thut to surrender |

his ‘positicn: for a moment meant & su-
preme effort to recover it i

“The gentlemun standlng up will sit
down!” I called agaln. He moved about
unonsily. J

“8it down!" I commandedl perempforily,
wiille the cpoavd around bim nrged him. to
obey. He stood his ground. ;

By thls tlme the commotion had at-
trocted the poatrons of the boxes und the
upper ‘tiers, I8 a volée loud endugh to be
heard in any part of the Immense the-
atre I cried: _

“John, go up o the second tier, and
tell that man with the whlte overcoat to
git down!" 2

“Say, do you hear that up there? If yon
don't sit down, I'll go up there and put you
out!" He sat down instantly, amid the
laughter of the audlence. ¥le wis an ob-
stinate subject, but 1 mastered bl :

A GAS PIPR THAT TALKS, <) [

An unused gas plpe lends to the walting-
Toom of the “L'* road statlon at One Hun-
dred aud Thirty-fifth ktreet and Blghth
avenue, It huas served as o medlum for
great amusement to the numerous rond
patrons, who fréquently may be seen there
on stormy nights, after leaving the trains,
taking up the warfath of the generous red-
hot stove preparatofy to seitlig out for
thél':'h‘nmu n%ms{sd_'tnwn_l L i .d

fhe lnnocent o nl flren hns a
ilhtp&r. I bave ha z_nu?; a pnm-, folliwy
ﬁn\r_ ng at It till one would think the

wer lobes of hig lnngs must be rent, 'The
Hluslon is very easily carried out with
the ald of u confederate, who of.mmi the

?ﬁ‘nnce with. an observatlon which rund

@ this:
- “Do you know, Mr. Hartley, that this
plge_ is connepted with a ‘teleploue wire
which runs over the top of this statlon?
We have isoo thilt you can

e vered sl up
g_:ﬂmdy Here by tapping oo’ this| pipe.

¥y confederate, by way of illusiration,
then lightly taps the pipe. The test is
plain salllng for me,

I have often Itvoked the #1d of thnt
leasaut-faced young opecator at the stn-
o lnn , Collins.,  An amusing Inel-

w
of rl
ago

| K I
ch one Ward proved the butt
my lenle h'np#;neé' only
weeks . Ward Is an extrn gn
Bloecker satreet.
jogter at the  “chopper”

He had Jusii] R

while he at-

L 10 the 3 the walting-room.
& many othors Be wanted fo bear the
telep Ha X siartly st the
pipe and plucod his ene close np to it

abicod ﬁ’gwg:;- IPHL wisl Lo bl iy,

. ""Yes.  Hello, Dickson! Hello, hello,
hﬁiln: CWell, Is that you I!Iebfpn? Walt o
minpte," il

Tlfm’: asiile to those present he remarked:
“Well, upon my word, If thia thing hap-
peael o Dundeed years ago we would have
il Been hnuﬁ'et_l."

Resuming lils conversation with the su
posed IMokson, he observed: “Say, Dick-
gon, I'Hl be down at 12 ofclock. 1 ean
hnrdly. belleve my senses that I om talk-
{og wilth you. It's over an old gas plpe
bere I am talking,”

Then the poor fellow glued his ear to
the pipe,. and held his overcoat lapel to
s ear, 'so thut no sound  could escape.
*Bay, Ward, ¢an' you henr me?” eame the
vileas Yes: T oiin recogulie your volee.'
“Say,  Wiard, what thme is (127 “BElght
@'elock,” ““What time will you be down?"
e ve o'eloek.'”  ‘"What?" “"Twelve
o'clodk,” echoed Ward, I can never reslst
the remptation to' warry my vietim, so In
f volee almost inandible, I aollpd: “Hello,
Wunl., what thwe did you say you would

be dofins’ :
a'cloek,' shouted Ward.

"“Twalve

T ean't Lisar you.'.

“Twelve o'cloek:” shrieked Ward, and
he rapped an thé plpe, as I to restore to
thi wires some dormiunt voltale energy.
O enn't Chear you, I called  agaln,
H8penk loulpr' {

*welye o' clock, twelve o'clock,’ Tho yon
Henr that? Tgeclv-pl” hundered Warag,
He hind grown hoarse from shouting.

0, gus. I ‘wodersiand,” sald the s
poseil Tekson.
twalve, (Goowd

“Clood-by, "™
Dlekson,'' 5 e

An amiging: ¢limax to the Ward eplsods
happened the next nlght thal Ward wns
assigned to the station. He had not bheen
&L dutp the joke Yer, Operatpr Coliins
was miueh alitmed when he heanl from
hils dtiner office *a lond pounding: in' the
waltiog room. He rushed out to learn (e
eanse of the onusudl nolse. Thers he De-
Beld poor Ward belaboring the gas pipe
with o polker, shoutiilg between the blows:
“Hellp, Diekson!™ A

(FUN WITH A TAILOR,

I, Landstedt siaves his tallot ghap with
the 1tthe Dbuttany store of L. Caumont, on
Willintit strect, neir Beckman., If le ever
(knew ofcventrilogoism before, he had, up
to thewt I'enteral hils stote one day last
weik, quite forgotten it 1

“Lomdstedt ™ 1 enlled from the roof. His
faoe pesnmed 5 very serious Took, and Le
Ustened attentively, as It doubting that he
benpd Nis name callid, /

“Lungdstedr, eame up bem_., I want youn
o mensure me, for n sult of elothest

“Where are you?' L& replled, breaking
the storn nspect of bls expressive face.

SHape on the rodf. Cowme up here.”
*“AlL elghi,'" and he donned big eont and
hat ond started ont In quest of his sup-
pl:»;;jl g;u!hmmte,r. % 5

“Hey! Go bnck nnd get yonn role and
thpe,” the volee cautloned him, having obe
served, that De left them belilnd, !

Zle inoghingly pheyed, then hurried out,
entered! the hall around. the cortor aml ns.
cended tho stairs to, the severnl flodrs of
the bullding. He lm't{shwl blgh aud low,
bt his custamer falled to naterialze,

After -a fruitless senrch In the  atores
next door, He retnroed dn disgust o his
?:nr{; wlnledl, ou;;n.wmg hl"{:a abpnt to en-

T finswered to hlg supposed to ror:

‘What? © Yes, Mr._l!{_umlntﬂm. eg Just
fune- up to see you'' AL this polet De e
il @ dpor and heard me call back n

Lo wlll Jook for you at
-,bﬂ"\“, ; '
sild Ward.  “I'll be there,

.

(wpice from. the stove

Y AT

ear to the cracks In
the wall, in the menn-
while rupplnqu the |
partition, ** L ofn i -

tede!™  eame the
pipe  runnlng along
the colling. Hea
thooght' he had. ag
last loeated the
sonrep of the sound,
and thereupon Bound-
el over the counters
ot the open end,
where one or two
Jomnts bad been  ree

moved,

“Hey!" yelled Lund-
atedt lostlly.  “Cpme
down and show your-
solfl" while he smil-
ed In o way that
seemed |t say: Al
list 1I've got him!™

“I'm on the testh foor,” came back the
reply.

" rtiess he doesn’t hear me,"” remarkeéd
Lutdstedt to those In the srore, forgeiting
that thers were not ond-hall of ten storvies
In the bullding.

“Likely,” I observed. “Yob had’ better
answor lowder,” adding, as from the pipe:
“What d you say ¥’

“Come down., What 18 your
Where Is your office?’

“Did you speak to me®' I called In the

nuinber?

up- | faintest tone.

“Yes: § ean't tell where you are.. 1 am

willing to go to your offlee he replied,
wi&}r’f all the energy he could nfford to part
wi d A

A REAL SPRAKING TTUBE.

Mr. F. N. Punger Is the owner of a hotel
benring his name on upper Lenox avinue,
His place hag bepn the scene of many Indl-
crons eplsodis, ‘whereln the geuinl Frad
figured a8 the Inciter of mischicf.

Fred Is a4 gremt favorite among hia
friends, dnd takes and gives o joks with
becoming  grace. He determined to get
aquiare on certaln frlends o n way that
wouldl lenve no doubt as to who was fhe
most pradtienl in perperrating a Joke. Ho
onie Hatarday evetilng lie sajd to wie:  “Say,
Mr, Hartley, cowme gver to my plage. [
want 10 get oven on sofme Jokers who have
beed malking life a borden o me" T eone

sented, on conditlon thnt, I dseovercd, he |

wonld, guarantee me Toll lmmunity frob
thi attacks of the viethns.

“You aee,'  he eald, "1 bhave put In a
spenkite tube leading Lo the wpper foors. 1
want ¥on to rin my party up aziinst it
and make them thing they are thlking to
sowge one.” It g0 happens that this is one
of the easfest of all my explolis, for |t ve-
(slves the yse of that volea resembling the
gonoil we hear over, n telephone. I stood
guietly smaking and chatting with a
friend nenr the mbe, when i lond eall is-
sued  apporently from  the inbe. Bunger
Immediately respomiled and  called  boek:
YWhat do yon want?’ 1 !

“1g Fmak Horn there?” came the voloe
froni the tube. Mp, Horn "bit" withi algeri-
ty, and, golng over to the tube, orfed ont:

“Yog: hore I nm!" [

“Who s thore with you?' Horre gnve the
namea of Creger, Stone, Huarkins, Nélson,
Hogers, Mertens; Halups,  Shuopson, Ditle
nul Morris, o , ] _

*Yery well. Now, we are going toglve a
guiet little card paciy, and we. wasl you
all to come up. _
You eomp np right nway,"” piped thi voice
froao, the fube. -

SAN riglel” he eorleds andiof We went.
“Ih3 volee wos heand. Int e tooam;
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FRICA has been pleturesquely nomed
M the “Dark Continent," but It might
now Dbe more afpropriately called
the “Bloody Cuntitent.” A fow yesrs
ago It was dark in the sense that Eunrope-
ans knew Httle about i, Siunce ther bave
shed thelr light upon Hs remolest places it
has bheen turned into a land of bloody
sivife and turmoll from end 1o end.
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a stole afvay, ]
| $teeet 1 heard loud peals of langhter, which
seomed to Jeave no donbr that Fred hag
got square om hls friends.
MISS A CASE OF PINTS.”
Jolin Bettram I8 (ke proprietor of the
Wlg ‘entertalnment hall at the corner of

- Thers I8
hils place.

Areannm,

k}lnm, fnd

zaod. Petitonle
omL. W

hut from scross the

vt and Brooklyn avenue, Brook<
a telephone eonngcted with

I had just comeluded an enters
oiven by 11110 Brivura Conngll
i

By any side wére Joseph Carey,

the almic: James MeKornan, the popuolar

ery Irank Harrigan, Harrison and
Mays

nnd

= the vietim

Hello, Bertram]"”
“hiolio!'

LLJ S ) B I e .
beda " Jaquiredl the volee.

wis Wwollen sle habo?' vinred B ‘ =

: oo There isjone peril of the sea which avery

the mariner - dreads,
o [Toaskcy, e

s

wns the guest of
Honor al a pleasant repnst given by lis

Hunter, the banjo
pther lesser llghts. kiuown i
igher elngs of vandeville talent. T re-
d iy toast’ loto an explolt,and poor
' malled o volee from the tele.

responded Bertram I
\tiniect, ab Do entered the

“No, no, no, nol Waltl T don't know
who it 18§’ said Bertram, =

ALl rlglit; send it over right awayl’ re-
Iferpted the woiee. Ohanging ihe voice, s
if “Central” had Interrupted, 1 caled:
“Are you -Lhrongh#" J

“No, Central, don't cut us off! TWall,
Glve me (hat man agaln. Hollol'

“Ring off!" came the tone of Centrak

“Ach, — 1t, Centrall
way!" and he bapzed the receiver against
‘the will with a force that must have ai-
voreed the sensitive little dinphragm from
it magnet. -

A loud roar of pent-up langhter greeted
tiis last ebullition of aunger andd he sheep-
{shly withdrew, after belng informed that
he was only another vietim added to my
long st C. A HARTLEY,

88 West 104th st

TWO GREAT ICEEERGS.

s =TT ¥
One/of Them thentlyl Seen Was Ten
Miles Long and the Other Ovar
Nineteen Miles in Extent.

welally o

‘heeause,

AT

It'a always the

A pumbar of bleoeds outhreaks, of such
A chamcter as to [nterest oven Americans
unconcerned  with Huropean peliey, help
ta enll atitentlon at this moment o the per-
petunl condition of Afwen, It is hardly to
be doubted that this eotiditlon will ocon-
tinue until all the warllke races of Afriea.
are externninated or redieed to the condl-
tion of hopeless subjection.

Thete are three grént reglons of Africa
whlch are of supreme lnterest st this mo-
ment.  They are the Beyptian Soudan,
Abyssinia snd South Afriea. To the first
two places belong the distinetlon that Eg-
ropedns have suffeéred thore about as muoch
na the natives,

A strong  Egyptian  ezpedition, under
Britsh officers, hus started down the XHe
th attempt 1o reclalm the #oudan from the
Mahdi, who rules in abselute despotism at
Kharioum. The dervishes and Muhometan

Desert  tribes  who
mointain the Mabhdl's
power, belleve that

he is the direct rep-
resentative of Mahom-
et, and-In fighting for
bim MHes thelr - only
hope of heaven. The
Sondan Is & vast Te-
glon Jylng to the
south of Bgypt,
baunded on the EHast
by the Bed Sea, and

OW GOING ON IN UNHAPPY AFRIGA.

losing 1tself In the Sahara De-ert on the
West,

The Sondanese tribes are a mixture of
Afriean and Amab blood. They fight with

a recklessness whic hean only come of &
yearning for the hereafter, and look Into

& giun barrel as eslmly as into & hHorse's
month. Thonsands of English and Egyp-
tlans were killed in the last Sondsuese
campaign, only to bhe miserably defented
In the end. General Gordon, who had &
genins for handling native races, was
Eillod when Ebartonm was captured, and
aome of the men most experienced in Af-
ricnn affals were lucky to escape with
thelr lives, The Malull's power I8 pow in=
crenigsed and contralized, and trouble fow
the British expedition is certain.

Southeast of the Soudan les the fme
mense rezlon which inclodes the Itallam
calony of Brythrea and the BEmpire of
Abyeeinia, which the Itallans are attempt-
Ing 1o annex with disastrous resuids to
themsalves.

King Menelek, the de facto Emperor of

Abyssinin has inflicted defeat after defeat

on the Italians. In the Inst great reserve

in which the Ttalians suffered the numbes
of kllled Is reported to have been T.,000.

Menelek had previonsly behaved with: groat

mignnminity toward the Ttalinns He is
suld to be o good Christian, and his coun-

try has been Olrlstian and civillzed In &

rough way sines the earllest centories of -
¢he church, He only seeks to retaln the!
centril part of lls own land, ledving an
immense colony on the Red Sex to the

TtnHans, but to which he has a better right
than they. But *the national henor'” of .
Ituly reguires that the war be pressed.

While @ British expedition s goltg down
the Nle to the Soudnn, 4 Belglan exr=*"
tion from the Congo Free State.  uich has °
an outlet on the West conkt of africn, has
started for the same reglon. This expedls
tion has been reinforced by Honssas, na-
tive troops from the British colony of
Bagos, also on the west const, The Bels’
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O 1 e
of wesselz, They are
most common durlng
{he six monthe begln-
nitig with March or
April, though the cap-
tuln of ¢ vessel which
cate Inte this port
lnst week reported =
parrow  esoape from
oue on the way Dbe-
tween New York and
Liverpool. The num-
ber of vessels each
1 yeuar posted as ‘dost
with &il on board" ls
probably greater from this cause than any
other, for when an ship crashes ioto a
herg the chances are that she will sink
Hefore there 18 8 éhance for any bouts
to bo lowered.
These¢  feebergs, when they siart on
thelr conrse from the polar reglons, stand
150 to 200 feet above the water, While o

nuhmarged nrt is often from 1,100 to
et Pn thickne Though these

1400

masses of lce nre often les in extent
when they start for the warmer waters
townrd the equator, they, ns & rple, are
soon broken up by celiislons with each
otlier and by ergslon.

Two gleat bergs have recently been
In' the South Paeltie, whiclh unre ({mub
among fhe inrgest on record., ne

BE£n
iy

WRS

reported by the Brltish slilp t_'u[dtnghnml:.
which passed nbout 200 bergs, one of them
belng tep mies In lenpgth, 'The  Cotty

Burk, sapother English ablp, salled for
unineteon miles along a berg. By the nction
of the waves It wss cur ot the water's
eilge Intn coves nnd caverns of o bedutiful
blue color, And 4 portion. of It, while It
wak being observed, broke off and thrued
hottom upward, showing Its subinerged
purt corved Into the most fantastio de-
signs by the setion of the water.

"hls smme vessel, the Cutty Bark, which
trades between Londgn and Australia, had
i exeitlng  experiopre  lust  Bepiember.
She was 4) deg sonth latitude, mnd 2
ez, eust, when she encounterad 4 vust
crowd of Imb::r{,',s In o thick tﬂ‘ﬂ nnd
whien  the fog Wied, she found hberselfl
Hterglly  kurrounded. . It eame on fOREY
ngnin, and at smoon the ship pearly ran
Into o beig. dend ahead. b

“You conld hear the sea breaking over
and thronzh them,"” wroge the captaln,
“hut eould not see them untll yon were
close’ on - them. Somethues we henrd re-
wirts 1Hke big guns, abd then rumbilngs
ike thunder.” Afier groping thelr way
throtigh the erowd the Cut
s0W A ponssage,  whick, when the f
1fted, was fouwd to he about n' thousin
foert wide, and throogh it they suoceeded

In making thelr escape.
d be possible to multiply In-

L wo

dedultely snch  experlences. hot  here s
one tint swill IMusrrate wiinl 1arvors those
frrespunsthle monsters of the sen  renlly
are;  The John Cobke, of Lendondersy

i sontharn iceberg belt, ¥ :
Et?:ndx: mgmu;ra‘l : !:y?'ucrgne rt‘;htf,ht' W:wa
il 'h wldenly HiL B} -

e,

e i
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Bark’s men |

glans “are probably now fAghtng I the
beart of -Africa.
Tke brutallzing occmpation of the BEnro
peins In Afrl —
them bum- PETTR L1 T T —
ment of one another. The whole world dv
lately teen reading aboul ote ilnstrat!
of thils fact.
A body of Englishmen, supposed to
the plek of the ploneers of thelr race 1
Africa, belng chlefly officers and wen of the
military police of the British South Afriea
Company. has made a murderous rald into
the Transvanl, one of the few colonles In
Afrien that have any claim to respsota-
bllity, It 1s sald that the Boers . are
pretty hlgh handed with the natives, buk
the fact that there are so many of the
intter left In the Transvasl after so long
a perlod of colonlzntion 18 In itself a tribs
ute to their masters. . g
These Englishmen started out cheerfully
with machine guns and other arms to enter
the tercitory of o forelgn nnd friendly state
nnd slaughter the peaceful snd unoffending
people.  Hyen the severe defeat they ree
célyed dld not mnke them realize that they
had done wrong. Thelr African experience
bad destroyed thelr moral senge. )
It must uot be supposed that the defeat
of Jameson's riafders and their snlpment: to
BEugland has ended the trouble la the more
civlilzed parts of ‘South Afrion. 'There iy
Intense and warllke hostllity between the
English ‘and the Dutch elements In Capt
Colony, the Orange Free '‘State and tha
Transvarl.  Cable. reports eay that both
sides nre preparing to fight. There 18 o'
wauys an abundanee of armed men in thr
places. The: ceports nlso say that Ger
oflicery are helping the Boers apd wil
mauy has promlsed them mate _ald ..
a possible struzgle with the F ish
Besldes this possiblilty of & genersl cone
flagratlon in South Africa, 'nere I8 soms
bard actual fighting there. he M e
bave risen again in the Britlsh South
Afrlca Company's territtry.  They killed
seven white men nenr Baluwayo, and sines
then a mnch larger nunber of the natives
have been killed, o
The Matabeles nre a brave, strong and
fieree race, allled to toe Lulus, who fought
so hard before the devastuting Britlsh o=
filnence swept over and beyond thelr comps
try. The Matabeles wers mowed down In
thousands hy Dr Jameson and bis troopers
and wmnchine guns before thelr lund was'
finnlly conguewd for the Britlsh Bouth
Afrlea Comvany., The remnant of them
will possibly make a hard fight now.
Another elemient of trouble lisg in the
Delngot Bap sitoation. Under a ty
Fugland has the ficst rvight to :
this' portion of Portuguese East Africa, 12
it should be eoffered for =ale. It llea bes
tween the¢ Transvasl and the ocean, and
Its “pogsession would enable the British to
sutround the Boers, The German Emperor,
It is belleved, is prepared 1o resist by
force this advapce of the Britleh,
To the north of Portuguess East Afric.
is German Enst Africn. Dr, Foters, the
Iate administrator of that tercltory, Is
now being irled in Berlin for cruelties to
the nuntives, He honged men and women
for petty thefs, L
In the Indlan Ocean, off the m}w
of Afried, s the great lsland of Madagas-
car, which the French have just conguered
after o campaizn very dendly (o them-.
solves. ~Lately the natives revolted and
severnl of its oconpants. e ;
A punitlve military expedition Ilu’h

East Africa, R
The British sre now otenpring Asknn

in the interlor of Africa, bebind the Golgh

Const Coleny, and hold King Prempeh a

prizoner, B -
The French bave occupied |

Timbuctu,
wapital of Eastern Soudan, a myster'

v

|elty Hitherto known to us chlefly or
ﬁ AT .,‘.:m_-. or
e P

IJ. 1

-~

burned & religlons mission house gnd killed '

Aone its work near Mombass In Britlsh



