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An Interesting Chat About the Men

Tennis

¥. H. Hovey, the present temnla cham-
ploa, is & born player. Watehing him, one
feels Instinctively that his gnme Is the re-
silt of a special talent, not of laborious
practice. When ha first came Iinto promi-
pence, in 1800, he waa far more brilllant
than st preseat, and proportionately uncer
taln and anrellable. That year at Newport
bes met R. P. Huntington, Jr., In the pre
Umitary round. In company with Valen-
tine Hall, then my doubls partner, 1
wratched most of the match, which waa of
extrems Interest from Huntington's well-
earsed prominence and Hovey's growlnog
reputation,
. Huntington was then at the helght of
‘bl powers, ranking No. 2 that year, a
typleal amli-around player with hardly a
‘weak polnt. Cool, steady and careful and
A great strategist, I think, however, he
was & ltle handicepped by the slowness
y ©f ‘bis movements. A large proportlon of
the spectators, including the writer, had
Bever seen Hovey play before, and en-

4 thusfasm was unbounded over Lls superb

smashing, placlng and display of agliity.
Over and over agalu he would leap high

Who Are Famous in

History.

collegiate champlonship In atnFien. In
1801, ar Saratoga, he wan the singles and
(with H. G. Bizby) donbles cbamplonship
of New York State, He was the tunner-
up at Newport and agaln became Inter-
collegiate champlon In singles, and with
Wrenn won the Iintercollsgiate doubles
chnmplnnsm& In 1892 Hovey succeeded In
taking the ngwood Challenge Cup from
E. L. Hall. He won the West Newton ln-
vitation tournawent and the All Comers at
Newport.

In 1808 ha successfully defended his
clalm to the Longwoeod Cup, divided Arst
bonors 1o the West Newton Invitation
eveat wlth Habart, won with Hobart the
doubleés at Tuxedo and Saratoga and the
natlopal doubles. champlonstip at Chl-
edgo. He was ugaln ruoner-up in the All
Comers, but lost to Wrenn, In 1804 he was
winner of the West Newton and Manches-
ter inviigtion tournaments, but be  fell
befor® Goodbody, the Irish crack, In an
early round of the All Comers. Last vear
he and Hobart defeated Pim and Mahoney
in o doubles matoch at Weat Newton.

SOMETHING ABOUT WRENN,

R. D, Wrenn held the champlonship for
two years before Hovey wrestad It from
bim. He galnsd his title In the second
year he played at Newport, an achlere
ment almost withont parallel, While I do
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F. H. Hovey.

fa the alr and smash the ball so viclously

thitt It would bound far over Huntlngton's'|

bead, sometimes Into the branches of a
tree 8 conaldernble distance back.

Sers Thls lavish expenditure of force proved
*" "disastrous io the end, although nt one time

Hovey led by two sets to oune and five
games to three. Here Huntington made a
weonderful brace, and Hovey, tired out by
hls cver-exertlons, showed 2 complete re
verstl of form, falling In the almplest
strokes; He was unable to win anoother
ganse, Huntington scoring ten stralght wod
. HOVEY'S REMARKABLE FIHST YHAR.
Later In the same season Hovey defeated
Campbell, then the United States cham-

.'-‘r:m Ia the Intercolleglute tournament,

thereby frmly establishing a high standing

©In the teunis world. That year he was

" rmnked Ofth _best of all the players lo
America. lo 1801 his officlal ranking was
“No. & In 1502 1t was No. G, although
he deserved a much higher standing, as
be won the All Comers and presssd

" '‘Clempbell closely for the championship. In- ||

- deed, many good judges thought ha was en-
titied to eecond place, In 1808 he was

o Ruind, in 1504 fourtl, and lest yeur cham-

:

plon and drst.

__For soveral years Hovey gave simllar ex-
tions of uneven|play, but by degrees
pRe grew less marked;, and for the last
or years be has been about as
A8 the avernge expert. Last year
be at last woa the champlonship,
bhad been &0 often almost o - his
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16 Newport tournawent a uniformly
earetul game, devold of most of lis
; ‘sensationdl features, and geinlng

i

d . : m screngih thersby.
.2 ovey's Ot serve s swift and hard to
" Bandle, but the second |s rather easy. Hls

forenand drive is peculipr He I8 the only
er 1 know of who takes the ball before
risen to the full beight of the
This gives Lim en sdvintage over
who wuit untll’ It ls descending,

v 4D
an opponent who the
as

passing runs up on
"'@k'ﬁ:. get;ll.o the bnlm quicker and
. 2 m & higher angle to L .
bis maich with the Waitm;’ cha.en:l:zon.

Neal, at Newport last August, Hove
¢d the latter, wlo lnv:r'uh!l} lerre’s‘

f 4 runnlng start, which asslsts him in
c & Det position before thé return,
with co I etise. On tue other hand,
who walts rather long for his

troke, succumbed to the Westerner bo-

iuse uld return the latter's

he oo
eve out of his Teach. With Hovey [t Is
the whole a good, serviceable stroke,
probably w fiot pay any one
doea nol come naturally 1o

BOME OF HOVET'S STROKES,

Yoy ern d (that 18, his backhand

m.t&qkﬂ. is not

m? it He¢ lobs rarely, but with
i so that Le ocoasionally

\ OpponEnt unaAwares. Ha never

]
s 16b to'profit by the others mis-
lakes, -always lix ap attempt to score

by It
‘His m&"?‘ I8 ‘aluiost ‘unexcelled. On
[

a4 e

ut a Llttle too ‘much

less  severls
‘more placing, : 4

Ha | 4
Rt wovaty wiil 4 able to volley

Pl |
ariiead & ha neldom 1
gu~mn:mu hitgelf with Fgre
I any poaition, which

‘prosent goncration of tennly pliyer
the possible exseption of t.f:%ﬁ."
ous to lis triomph of lsst August,
| successes have been numerous.
A8 before stated, he won the (nter-

be pinyed from beglonlog to end|

and 1|

not consider his best game to be quite as
strong as Hovey's best, his form {8 supe-
rior.. No one in (Hl§ country has a better
or mops praceful styie, snd to my mind
none of the English and Irish experts who
have vislted this country can  compare
with him or with Larned In this respect.
| Botween these two I slounld find It hard
to mmke a choles. Larned's ntyle Is more
brilllsnt and forceful, Wrenn's 18 more
ronnded nod finlshed.

Wrenn is a left-handed player, which
glves him a slight advantage, as his op-
?anenta have of course fewer og]lportunlth‘s
o practlce agalnst players of his pecullar-
Ity than he haw agalpst those of the tisual
vight-handed habit, He s one of the best
generals In' the game, changing his meib-
ods as he finds strong or weak polnta In
his opponent. Ountside of Hovey, he Is, T
think, ns quick with his racquet as any
Ameriean player, and althon ha eannot
run very fast he starts guickly and covers
# good deal of ground.

Ile played In o few tonrnaments dorin
the geason of 101, but it was not unti
1842 that his name began to be wildely
known. Fe upset the caleulatlons of the
tenils praphets and caussd a_ widespread
senantlon by defeating E, L. Hall at Bap
Harbor, just after the latter had gone gul-
Innitly throngh the Nnbant Iaxliation tour-
ney. The latter was held h{ many to be
nown. He upset the caleulntions of the
year to win, not excepting the All Comers,
and Hall's friends were couaflilent that he
would follow up hls success by a greater
one at Newport, Y

HALL'S GOOD OHANCH.

Thelr hopes recelved a severs check
when thelr favorite succumbed to Wrenn
at Bar Harbor, who played the game of
his life up to that time; But for thlas set-

beck 1 think that Hall would have come
yery near to winning the Ail Comers that
year, jmlfl.ns by mTE‘r:mI form he dis
glnyed at Nnhant, diurpolutment.

owever, seemed to unsettles him, and his
ganig st Newport wns weak by comparison,

Wrenn continued bis good work at New-
port by defeating the veieran Knapp, after
the Inttor had won from Chaceo, then known
ns “the Boy Wonder,” This match was one
of the longest on record, and gave Wrenn
an enduring reputation for lasting. The
five sets, the score of one of which reached
]4—12 amd snother 10—8, consumed five
Bours of the bottest X“t of a sultry
August dny. At the end Wrenn was far
fresher than his r:&pnnent, who, howerver,
wiis somewhat p sposed to fatigue from
his previous battle with Chace.

Wrenn reached rg:o semi-final round, and
was then lald low by Hovey, but not before
he bhad given Indications of hlui vAry
neacly In congueror’'s class. The follow-
lng year he won the All Comers, und be-
cume chnmplon through Campbell's defauls,
There Is no gnlnasaylng the fuet that Wrenn
was wonderfully favored by fortune. He
was the only player of the very first class

1u his side of the tournaiment, #and =o
reached the final ronnd without having to
iMeet A foeman worthy of his metall In

the fingls he was lucky enough to catch
Havey on an off day and succeésded in de-
feating him, but I' do not think he was the
latter's equal at that time. »
WHRENN'S BRILLIANT SBASON,

1894 wra Wrenn’s year. Not oaly was he
victor In the Norwood Park {nrvitatlon tounr-
nament with Geodbody, Stevens, Chace and
Larned opposed to him, but he defended
his chamipionship ngainst the Irish invader
In the most impressive style Imaginable.
[ have no hesiiation In statlng that this
was the best gume Wrenn ever dplased,
and bne of the most superd and well-

iseon In thix counn

oun exhibitions of tennls playing over
1f he had pot becn
champion I belisve the chances are good that
he would bave svon thy A) Comers agnly,
and thut 'If he bad el Hovey he would
nve wou the mateh on Its merita.

'

The Classes and
Need an E

Verily these are the days of record-
breaking. Also champlons, world's and
otherwlse. There are g0 many Dew rec-
ordls that It requires a memory better than
most people possess to keep track of them,
And as for the champlons, they flock In
herds and droves. Eyvery day the news-
papers chronicle some new event won and
herald to the public the name of some
champlon for a new distance. What, with
standing starts and fAying starts, paced
and unpaced races, and vulgkr fractlons
of a mlle, til the llst of recomls looks lke
a table of stock guotations, It Is hard work
for the plalh, everyday record-holder to de-
termine whether he s a champlon or not,
and leads him to place mora confidence In
his ablifty to win oot when the raclng sea-
son opens than ln any records that he may
have puot to Lis credit during a previous
season. It Is all very funny, and not at all
to be wondered at, that the old “‘eranks,™
who have felt & degree of pride In keeping
track of the standlog of the prinelpal rac-
log men; have given up In sorrow and dis-
gust. To-day & new record ia made for
fifteen-slxteenths of a mile, paced, and to-
morrow may be anoounced the remarkable
establlshment of a record for the unpaced
elght-ninths. Bo the thing goes on, and us
there does nol seem to be practically any
limit under present regulations, there Is
no telllng where the record-holders will
land, or whether they will not yet be
logt In an Interminable masze of repeating
tractlons that may be carrled out lngdefl-
nitely to the end af eternlty, and leaye the
result still in doubt.

WANDHERING IN A MAZE OF RECORDS.

Of course, this 1s the result of the amm-
bitlon of the manufacturers, who maintain
roclng teams to put records to the eredit of
their wheels. For them the more records
the beiter—It does not so much matter
about the dlstance, But, on the whale,
would It not be better to have n definite
llst of achlevements, that could be clagsed
as records. that would be generally recog:
nlaed as standing for something, and would
represent the relative merlts of rlders und
thelr respective mounts #s the present hap-
hazard, 1ll-regolated plan ean never do? 1
belleve that It would be more satlsfactory
for all concerned.

For n long tlme I have  belleved and
argued that the Racing Board sheuld fiz a
list of distances for which records should
be rldden, and lecave all others to the llst
of “remarkable performances’ or what-
Fever else the manufacturers or ‘the rlders
may choose to call them. With such a
definlie list the relative positlions of record-
holders and competitors would be at once
apparent, and handieapping would be ex-
ceedingly simplified.

THE MILE 15 THE STANDARD.

The mile Is, au® will probably continue
to be, the standard, at least untll the
metrle systém 1s adopted In the Bnglish-
speaking copntries, The mile race Is the
chief event of race meets and the one In
which the greatest Intorest Is nlways mani.
fested, unless some unusunl clfeumstance,

Record Distances
ntirely New

Adjustment.

third mlle, one-half mlle, two-thirds mile
and three-fourths mile. No smaller divls-
lons are, In my opinion, wise, No smaller
divlslons wonld Indleate the superlority of
a rider falrly,

Abhove the mile the lst of distances at
which records conld be made inight be fixed
at two, five, ten, twenty-five, fifty und one
bhundred miles, These are frequent enough
divislons to determine the abllity of the
rond or long distance vider, Thus there
would be twelve definlte records to be
striven for, And as the stort distance roe-
ords are capable of variatlon by the In-
trotinetion of the fiylng start, and all of
the dozen by the employment of pace-mak-
ere, the llat should prove extenslve enoiugh
to aatisfy the most ambltlous rider for
champlonship honors, or the mangfaciurer
most covetons of records to the credit of
his wheel. SuMelent latitude would be al
lowed by the adoption of this gt to suit
the abilitles of every tider, and every rec-
ord broken would represent a definlte
achievement. There would be fewer ree-
ord-holders, but records would count for
more and be better worth etriving for,

A TIMING REFORM IS NEEDED,
And when the lst of record distances

was estalillshed 1 would fayor another In-
novatlon which wounld bave to do with
timing the races. An expert watchmaker
once told me that the wntech had not yet
been made that would acourately spilt see-
onds Into fractlons smaller than fourths.
This may or may not be true, but It affords
the lllnstration of my Idea. The [anovation
which T wonld make wonld be to nse ne
fraction less than one-fourth In timing any
race. Even If & watch conld be made capa-
ble of splitiing the second Into hundredths,
where would be the timer alert enough of
eye or of hand to eatch and record such
a fraction?

How often, after n sharply riden race
ngeinst time or competition on the track,
does one see the timers, watches in hand,
exhibiting the recorded fractlon of a sec-
ond at which the stop was pushed de-
flantly to ench other and then consultlug
and figuring oot an avernge before an-
nouncing the result! Thelr watches do not
split seconds alike, or, If they do, the nerves
that travel between the eye and braln and
between the brain and hand de not act in
unison. Show me the timer who wguld
not make the time of the same race four-
fifths in one Instance and fve-sixths In an-
other and I will show you & rara avis. The
timer Is not to blame, elthier, Try It your-

gelf some time and sce! When judges hon-
estly disugree over the question of which
ridér crosaed the tape first In a finlsh not
remarkably close, I8 it to be expected that
the timer will Invarlably fail to err evea
a halrsbreadth? the quarter second
| were the smallest fraction permissible in
timing a roce, I am sure that results gulte
as nearly accurnte as those nsually record-
ed and far more generally satlsfactor
and less liable to ﬂispute wonld be Rgﬁain i
CLASR RIDERB LIKE TROTTERE.

When these ldens are genernlly adopted,
and 1 belleve that eventually, though per-
baps In a modified form, they will be, It will
be {mqalble to establish olasses ag In horsa
racing and ¢onduet raclng on prinelples

| dluregarded the winhes

BACHELDERS
BUDGET.

Wheahrleq_Win
the First Political
Fight for Right.

And so the Armstrong Bleycle Baggage
bill nnly needs the slgiature of Govertior
Morten to make |t a Inw, BSuch a fght
for {ts pnssage a8 the wheslmsn mads could
Bardly fall to elleit admiration, eves from
the attorney of a raliresd. The result gives
evidence of the marked respect with which
politicians now regard the ‘‘eyclist vote,'
and the few mmhei%;: each honss who

of the whealmen In
thelr dlstricts may hava cause to regret
thelr lack of perception In reallzlng that
the bill wne wanted, not by one reatrictad
olass, but by a class which comprised all
clasges. The wheelmen are clannish In the
extreme when their rights are In perll, and
more than ons candidate for publie office
hzs become aware of this fact. Nevarthe-
less, the extent to which whesalmen dabble
In polltica shonld be limited to those oo-
caslons when 1t Is absolutely necessary for
them to show thelr strength, which Is be-
coming something enormons. Tros It Ia
that all wheelmen do not belong ts the.
L. A, W, but the pollcy followed by the
national eyeling body is regarded by nlne-
tenths of those who are Ildentified with
wheeling. In the Armstrong bill, the wheel-
men contended that they were asking for
that which was just, reasonable and proper,
nnd the victory mo handsomély won re-
fNects groat credit upon those who con-
ducted the eampalgh In such a ecapable
manner, Besldes Messrs, Potter, Armstréng
and Bldwell, the other State Divislon of-
ficlals lent eMelent ald, and now, wih the
bill out of the way, the work of running
the membership ‘up to the 20,000, Agure wil
be prosecuted with renewed energy.
WHY RBRACING WILL GAIN ADDED POPU-
LARITY, %

Raclng Is the brass band of eycling and
every one who rides a wheel takes a cer-
tain amount of Interest in the speed
mierohants, What figures as the news slde
of the recreatlon and sport Is lnvariably
embodled In something that has been done
or is to be done by some one who competes
elther for hls own amusement or for
money. And this is the reason that the
ricing fenturé s made so prominent. The
varlous meets are oc¢caslons for the gather.
ing of riders from all over the dlatrict In
which the partleular tournéy Is held, and
It 1s at these times that one who wants to
see any one of account In the wheel rworld
puts in an appearance. Cycle raclng will
atialn the coming season more popularity
than It has ever enjoyed before, for theres-
son that It has been taken up by two
classes which hitherto baves not lent it
much attention. The Infitidnce of the col.
leges Wil be made eévident In & very short
space of time and eyoling will soon push
#thlatles for popularity in the list of col.
lege competitions, as it has done with the

BICYCLES.

BICYCLES, [

Mloney Back

and the records

make this proposition. %

e et

if Not Satistied.s2

A. G. SPALDING & BROS. have always clalmed,
rove it, that the SPALDING Bicycle is
the Fastest and Eastest Runnin

tion of Mechanical Skill and a %
others. Spalding riders—and therz are thousands of them
—prove this day in and day out. & o & £
To those who have not purchased a bicycle for 1896 we

Bicycle Built, the Perfec-
icycle that can outcoast all

R R U IR T ]

UPON PAYMENT OF YOUR $500 DOWN FORs

WE WILL LET YOU TAKE IT AND ot ot & & & o

TEST IT FOR TEN DAYS

what make.

immaterial o

Uptown Depot :
SPALDING-BIDWELL CO.
29,81, 39 W, 42d S,

Take it on the road or on the track,
test and comga.rc it with all other

g;:t?ngidxlniofa
ot bicyc it is
Asd i af the cod of . that

time it can be shown that any other bicycle is superior to
the SPALDING in these essential features the machine
can be returned and the money will be
We know that we have & o & &% & & & &

THE BEST BICYCLE BUILT

And want to convince you of that fact, ¢ o & & o

A. G. Spalding & Bros.,

cheerfully refunded.

126-130 Nassau Street,

.

STANDARD OF

‘Saddle Comfort

Eighteen years of bicycle building have taught us how bicycle
saddles should be designed and made.
physicians say Columbia saddles

The most eminent
are precisely right.

THE WORLD.

The added pleasure of riding a Columbia bicycle is worth every
dollar of the $100 a Columbia costs.

POPE MANUFACTURING CO., Hartford, Conn.
New York Headguarters, |12 Warren St
Metropolitan Bloycling Co., Boulevard and S0th St
Columbia Riding Academy—Renting—Storage.

g
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Champion Bald at His Editorial Desk.

such as & match race between one or two
well-known riders who have demonstrated
a marked strength at other dlstances, Is
made a feature, It Is the mile race that
the pepple walt for, and It is the mile win-
ner that they stand up in thelr seats to ap-
pland. ‘Why? Because the mlle has been
thelr unit of measurement. The mile is
the basis on which trotiing and running
records are marked, and by which the abll-
ity of horses and locomotlves has always
been reckoned, to say nothlng of bleyele
riders before the present unseemly crazo
for crazy-quilt reconds ‘came It vogue, So,
firgt of all, the Racing Bourd shoull, I be-
lieve, place the saile recobd on thsle Ac-
oepted Jlat. :

Suturdlly It will be necessary to estnb-
Il certaln fractional distinees, bt T Le-

Ueve there ghould be Ho fuove than tive |y
| ot these, us toliows; Onefaurth mite, oue-

that will be mora satisfactory to the pub-
lie and quite as advantageous to the rider.

With regnrd to. paoe-tnking 1 liave al-
rendy expressed myself In the ¢olumns of
the Journal, but allow nie to repeat—he-
ehuse this subjest naturally arises In con-
neotlon. with the other—thnt the Téforms
now belng agitated with reference to pace-
making are sure to hays .o beneficin] result.
The slugle pace-maker, or the race with
yiders put in for the eszpecinl purpbse of
setting the pros, I8 mugh more fair to all
the 'competitors than the introduction  of
any pace-making machine, big or llttls, that
enrries more thun & single rider, Of contre
the manufacturers will continue to - uild
big muchines o long as they sre viluable

elty of them wears off the old, reiiable
gtnndby, the single poee-muker, will be atill
|on ghe. track, and &n Ability of the rider
| will be better siiliced than -1uﬂnf thess
| présent duys of paciug machines. It Jooks
Mistiel o thoogh there wonld be s reform

i ce-making methogds 1his Jli-nr, andj I
Wil be a refarm coordingte wth ]
rs that I have Sugg A T

for adyertlsing puepo but wheén the nov-y

same branch of sport outslde the Instltn-
tlons of learning Soclety, that Intangible
but powerful element, has taken to the
wheel with an accord that hns been nlmost
unanlmons, and as the accredited leaders
of fashion have found pleasure In varled
competitlons among thoss who are incinded
In thelr ranks, the adoption of oycle races
Is sure to assume large proportions. Eyen
now the Cycle Club, of Brooklyn, s con-
dpeting these competitions for its members
and probably wlil hold 8 meet of some pre-

tenslons during the comiog Summer,
A. G. BATCHRLDER.

IN THE WHIRL OF THE WHEEL.
The Loog lsland Wheelmen will glve
i A T g T B
“touring. ‘e ;

on
the

the ov_-__
T 0. BALD.» ths

fourge |

Light in Weight,
Graceful in Design,
Easy in Running.

No praliminary & 1 quired. Cowmp
fonship of your own choosing. The safest cyele
in the world.

Stands Firmly. No Upsetting.

A wheel for ! busiuess, p Wor

Thoroughly tested. Its walue proven.

™ Wolff |
American
High Art Cycles

Establish a New Standard.

In quality ‘of stock, beduty of design, polnts
of eonstruction, anil' elégance of fintsh, our

Ladies’ and Gentlemen’s
Single Models
CANNOT BE EQUALLED.

R.H.WOLFF&CO.(L't'd), Makers

Foot f18th, 117th, |18th St, and E. R.,

NEW YORK.
1 E. 420 st., near 5th ave.
SALESROOMS 4 S5 pin o

Riding Academy, 300 0thare.

GENUINE BICYCLE BARGAE,

GTUN, an Hundred Dollar
w&’h‘:‘zl&mﬂlm steel mbinx. rfﬂmbh
handles, cholee of tires, saddias and € ilgupr-
antecd, incinding 20th Century lamp, eloctric
bell, aitumigum ezolameter, | oy,

convm“ﬁ ONLY 865 AS A LEADER.
The HAMILTON, highoat of bigh grada.
Cotoe and lﬁa‘%“‘l'.ﬁl n‘;rl‘i’bﬂ L‘}&,o_n“_”r’ ol
. " inekie T .
.l'-‘_l";:ﬁrl. E. “"!'.IF'_h!. 075 Sth ave.

Ous door nbave OTth st Heuting Repilring,
X 8 “ng. Opani pvetl

e

RICYCLE—TWHI

hnsigs fue  foot Iaine o
P arens Bicytin.

"m‘:a‘“" of the year
6 sesson wi' . comn 12,

e

young pecpls, middle-aged, and old people alike. |

| B8 MEDICINE FREE BY MAIL.

B

EDDIE CANNON BALD

Bald fa a hard rider, takes desperate
chanesn, and wonld not trmet himself on 4n
inferior wheel, He rides the BARNES be-
canse ha has confidonce in its strength and

ol .
mﬁhMWﬂD CYCLB C€0,, 57 Patie place,
107 B. 125th mt. Bklyn, 1233 ord ave,
The low price of the wheel most in the
public ¢ye 5

E WARWIOKS.

specinl Offer for This Weels,
$100 Puritan Wheels stricily listed $100,
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