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Jules Verns, the greatest of all fmagina-
tive writers, has just finished another mar-
velloug romance: In “*Propeller Island' the
fnmons Frenchman's latest, 'anu, nerhaps,
greatest work, he makes liberal use of the
yast fortines of our American multi-mii-
lionaires. The conceplion of “Propeller Isl-
and' in many respects Is oot unlike Jules
Verne's masterplece, “Tweanty Thotisand
Leagnes Under the Sea.™

Thls faland of the Verncsque fancy ls a
floating \lsland at sea, made to order for
pleasure-secking - Amerienn  billionaires,
Plaln, every-day millonaires, of whom the
woods in Ameriea nre so full, would not
guftice for so glgantle an undertaking,
which regoired $500,000,000 of capital, di-
yided into 500 ghaves of $1,000,000 esch.

An ordinary Isiand, stuck fast to mother
earth, would mot do- for thesa sybarlije
novelty-hunters, so thoy got together the
best englpeering brains of Ameries and de-
manded an apiiticlal fgland that could be
shiftinl about fom polnt lo. polnt s de-
sired, just as the desert Arab can fold up
his tent und alink away silently to some
other spot., =

The beaity of this wss that whenever,
for ims' regson—leat, cold, storms, ennul,
ora de';szra for adventure and new Bcengs—
the Ilnhabitants wished to moye Away, all
they Lad to do wis to netify the engineers,
and the lsland would guickly get up stealn
gnd go bounding over the waves with toe
ease, 1 not lue apee-.} and grace, of
transatiantic liger, A4 6 4

Phe engloeers it upon the Ingenlous
Iﬂen'ot a hoge propeller fsland, which was
fn reality a aizancle vessc -city, opernted
on sclentific prinpiples, wnd suctessfully
defylng nll knowa forces of nature as usu-
ally applied to things that flont. Only by
reason of the wonderful meechanieal
tchlevemu'nts of the nloeteenth eentury
wis this fDoating fsland realized. Tts eap-
Ital was Blllion Clty, sn appropriale naine,
becnuse only men of the Gould, Vanderbilt
and Astor clags conll afford te eajoy its
brlvl]eggs. The elyeumferpuce af this
wultl-milonnires Ttopla was ahont eleven
miles—fve miles long wed thres wiles wide.

HOW THE ISLAND WAS MADE

Slx yeurs pefore the Hme when the story
beglns 'u‘u meflonn codpany, ander the
title of the *“Btandard Island Company,"
hod been oreanized, with a capital of $500,-
000,000 fn o shaves of §1,000,000, for the
constrnetion “of an areifiviad Isliod which
ghall effer to the mabobs of fhe United
States all the advaniages, comforts wml
plenktires Hot attending fixed resldence on
ghore. The shaves arve speedlly placed, so
puierons In America are the hmmense for-
tones gmasded by rillroad deals and bank-
tnz operations by strlking ol and deéaling
4n piekled pork, says Jules Verye, it
tukos Tour yeas to buwld the island. The
island is sometimes called “Stondard Tsl-
and' and sometimes CPropeller Istand.”

TL I8 tow I order to glve tae detnils of
thie worderful maellnet; whileld ennbled
the Islsud to dlneys peh out the .nost

plenzang spots on the Paslfic Qees. and to

mave self from ene 7:rt of ihe earcth
to aoother.

Standard Island s on Islond of Stoel
plates, @l the strength of the hull is in
proportion to the swelght which it Is In.
teudod to earry, It is compased of 270,000

Csepabitc Gompnrtiicnts, cash of these be-
¢ng T1 feel Bigh and 804 feet long and

Propellet Island Hatbor and Ihstallation
of Telephonhic Cable to America

fogether by bolts and vivets, udltlmately
form an oval island four miles long and
three nilles wide, with acircumference of
eleven miles. The hull Is Immersed to a
deptl of thirty feet and rises twenty-one
feet above the water line. The yvolume of
Btangdnrd  Island amounts to a  total of
16,000,000,000 cuble feet, and the displace-
ment to about fhree-fifths of the wvolume,
or 8,000,000,000 cuble foot.

All below the water llue is ¢oversd with
a preparation *long valnly songht for by
sHlp owners which prevents bamacles, cte,,
from fnslening themselves to the hull. In-
cldentally we are informed that the fo-
ventor of this preparation retired from
business as n billlonalire, §

The foundation of the Island fz fully se-
cured against any mishap, the steel hull
being throughont stropgthened by poonder-
ous erossbesms, amd the grentest possible
care belng taken In rivetlng ohd holting,

Speciul docks have, to be provided to
make the constructlon of this hinmense vey-
sel possible. Por Lhls purpose the Standard
Island Company buys all the land on Made-
lelne. Hay, in Lower Callfornin, and thore
the work i3 carried to suocesstnl comple-
tlon uwder the superyision of the famons
Willlam Terson, who unfortunately dled
shortly after seeing the strocture afloal.
Ever after Madeleing Bay serves s o refuge
for Standard Island. There subkequently
all the repalrs nre made,

The steel foundatlon—the hull, so to
#pcak—is covered with a deep layer of
rleh earth, -except that portlon reserved
for the clty. This stratum suffices for am-
nle lawns, flower and vegetable gardens,
mendows and s fow small groves. It dues
not seem wdvisable to try to ralse bheoves
and the Hke on this right tight little Para-
dlse, slnce areangements have been made
for regular supplies of fresh meat, bnt enre
ia taken to insure-a plentlful bome supply
of milk, eggs and poultry.

ALL THE COMFORTS OF HOME.

Three-fourths of the ground of Propeller
Talanfi—I. e., about elght square mlles—Is
glven over to gardening or transformed into
Inwns, The latter are resplendent in deop-
est emernld green all the year round,

while the gardens produce vegetables and
frolt of almost incredibie size. These re-
sults are partly due to “electroculture'’—
1. e, to the promotion of giowth by the
application  of ‘electiienl  currents.  Of
course, meney 18 no object when the aim
15 to migtain the teputation of Propéller
Island ag “the Jowel of the Pacitie Ocean,”

The capltal, Blillon Clty, covers shout
one-fifth of the “deck,” or abouf two sguore
miles, nud bas o clegumference of over
five miles, It forms an opval, divided into
halves by o contral street—Pirst ovenue.
Arvone vnd f8 an observatory and al the

other end vises the Imposag Cily Hall, or !

Court Heuse. The latter contnlts the of-
fices for the heads of tue varlous depart-
ments df the lsland goyernment.

After the epmpletion of the wmetallie
fonudsation, Lollifings rizs os I by mogic
alopg the Hnes markod out for strécts and
avenies—naguiticent as wellgs pla dwall.
Injz houses; retail stores, chuvehes and tem-
olegy but no sky-scraping tencwrénts of
fywonty-geven stories, Toebullding material
14 Nght and strdng—mostly alvminem, slce
that meitl fa Incorrodible anu gaven thmes
Hghtor than fon. In edmblnatlon with the
metils eemont bBlocks are usen, aud some-
fimes aley hollow gzless bloeks, bouad to-

gether, by very thip layers of mortar, so|

thar thpse who wish may lve ina verttable
glnss honge.
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because his spring of life, wonad up in 'Hli:l muy be espected from it

ong ago, bas roo down, aud there 18 oo
Lelp for it
Of course, to insure safoty while-roaming

over the vast expanse of thy Pacifie, means |

of defence cannot bBeoverlooked. A troop
#f fifty soldlers, under the comimand of
Golinel Stewart, Heeps falthful guard.
This militln, recelves high pay. In fact, a
privats on the island gets siore than a
colpnel in Burope.

The police are oot strong In numbers.
Why should they be, in this sbode of
pedce and prder? No ong ean settle down
dn the island without permission of the au-
thoritles. Day and nlght vigilast Custom
Hoyge offlcers patrol the *consts.” En-
trance ls possible only &t the hurbors. 12
any resident happens to transgress, justlee
overtakes Tlm swiftly, and at the first
oppertunity be find himself cast on more
unhospituble shores, never again to return
to glorfous Btandard lsland,

ARRIVAL OF SUPPLY STEAMERS.

The island has two harbors, one on each
slile—Larbanrd Harbor and Starbeard Har-
tior. These harbors belpg on epposite sides,
an lnterrupton of communication with the
outside world la slmply lmpossible. 1L the
weather makes landing lu ohe harbor lm-
possible, the other may be e:.-t?rcd in
safety. L

It Is in these harbors that the necessary
supplics a=e landed--conl oil by special
stedimers, flour, wite, beer, spirits, tea,
soffee, chocolate, spliecs, canuad goods, eto.;
algo: catfle, Bheep and hogs from  the
Amerlean markets—in short, apything and
everyililng, which even the most fastidione
gourmet may desire, Likewise dry goods
and notions, and all those things cn which
the henrt of dode pr =oclely quecn are sol
arrive at rogulur fntervals, in bewildering
varlety, All gobds are bought threugh the
midilemen on Propeller Tsland, and the
prives ave naturally very stoep.

Tho question may be fsked: How ean
gteamers ply regularly between the Amevl-
ean cozst and this island with propellers,
waich moves in any direction, and Is here
torday aud twenty miles away to-morrow?
The answer is very simple: The changes
of losition are in styiel adherence to a
programme mappied out by the Supreme
Connell, who are goldedt by the gdvice of
the meteorologists. The lsland's course i8
pver that paret of the Paclfic within which
are found the most charming groups of
islands, and whers there 18 almost no
chunge In temperature.

Hence Callstus Munbar eonld rightly
sny: “"Winiér? Don't know ir.”

Propeller Island moves only Detwoen
45 degrees oporth latltude and 36 de-
grees south  latitude, an aren of
about 1,400 gea miles. But even If the
supply steamers are not Informed of the
whereabonts of the floating paradise, they
can easily find it _

It ls quite natoral that these Billion
City arlstoerats should wish to be inde-
pendent of all the rest of the ‘weorld,
Therefore, in order that they may nol have
to use any of the twenty-five cables of the
Eastern HExtenslon Australin and China
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So. to the electriclans 1s
delegated the task of pro-
viding s sultable means of
propulsion. Of coorse they
solve.  The plants sufice
to set In motlon dynnmnos
of almost unllmited power.
These dynames drive an lm-
menge system of propellers
pluced near the two har-
bore.  Bach plant develops
5,000,000 horse power, the
hundreds of bollers being
hented with fuel In the
shape of petroleum bricks,
which take up less room
than eoal, but deyelop far
more beat than the latter.
Tle greatest speed of Stand-
ard Island, with an expendl-
ture of 10,000,000 horse f
power, 'Is eight” miles an .}
hour.

The most tremeadous -
waves, the flercest storms,
have no effect on the Island.
There Is no motion to pzo-
duce seagickness, and -there
13 # falnt vibsatlon, dye to
the rotatlon of the screw
propeliers. With a -sharp
nrow, 200 feet in length, at
cither end, the Island cuts
through the waves without
diffeulty and without  no-
tleealile shock,

f conrse the eléctric en.
ergy. developed by the dy-
npuos serves other purposes
algo. It llumines eity, park
and “country,'"” aud filla the
lghthouses with fountalns
of lght which food the
waters for miles dAround,
thus making colllslon, abso-
Iilely lmpossible. The dy.
nimos fiarnlsh the braneh
cutrents. applled . to “tele-
graphle; telephotie, telauto-
graphle and tolephionhd pur
poses, and supply electricity
for prlvate houses, stores,
ete.  They feed the arti
ficlsl moons of 5,000 candia
power eapch.

A DISMAYL END AT LAST,

This, then, Is the world's
elghith wonder, thal ‘masterd
plece of Luman Intellect—-an
nchlevement worthy of the
twentieth century. Strange
are the adventutes ol the
Inhabitants of Standard Isl-
and, and strunge is the en-
tastrophe which destroys
tliis abodo of splendor.

It comes about in this way:
The Governor of the Isiand
has died. Now, thongh the
Propeller Island Is meant to
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In the Machine Room at Fropeliet Island.

be an isle of pence, party ;
latred somehow vises In the bhreasts of
these children of the twentleth century.
Twi cligues nominate different candidates,
At first the competition is & decorous one,

but very soon the waves of party hatred
run high, and Billien Clty is threatened
with clvil war,

But the unexpected happenm Eaeh of
the warrlug factlons takes possession of
one of the harbors, and consequentiy of on
of the monster motors. One party wnmg
to go to New Zealand, and the other to
the Sandwich Islands, 8o It happens that
the machines operate ln oppogite directlons.
Slowly the Islond beglns to turn around its
own axls; then foster—faster—faster! Cen-
trifugal force puts ln lts: work by loosen-
ing the structure, and g terrifle tormado,
hnppening to have business In that loeallty
at that time, makes destrnetion complets,

The clty of the bllllonalres gocs to pleces,
is drredeemably lost, but the author klndly
permits the peor vich folks to escape with
their lves. “Propeller Island” is ungues-
tiotiably one of Jules Verne's best produe-

isiand from the Sea.

whole property, all the Inhabitants, hows
ever rich, belng only renters, Novorthe-
less, pothing is omitted whioh 1§ fnetssary
to the comfort of thesa immensely rieh
Americans—a class alongside of whonl the
soveralgns of Europe and the nabobs of
Indin play only a npm:niurr." role.

F'rom  the very beginnlng the ventfire
proves profitable. Honses and apartmenis
are rented 4l fabulous prices, sometimes
reaching nearly $LO00,000, competition be-
Ing brisk boeanse of the mnmber of families
able to gpend so mupeb annually for such
luzurlous homes. From  thiz source alone
the company makes a fair proft. So it Is

anpazent that the eaplial of thie |sland fully] ;

deserves Its pnme of Billlon City,

After the first familles there arrlve sev-
eral hundeed new frlm!fleﬁ. who pay &8
yervly rent of from $20,000 to $40,000, ana

who lave to Ge content with more modest |
Aurepuilings. The rest of the popalation

congists-of teachers, comwmission merchants,
emppoyes and domestles; foreighers are
rre, and no permission iz given dliem to
seffle down ‘shywhere on the fsinnd.
AN IDEAL CITY.
Mhe number of lpteyers bilhg sndll, luw-

#ulls are almost noheard of.  Dielors being

even wmive scnrce thiun Inwyer:, ihe death
vitke falla-to o vidlewlously fow fgare. But
then, It must not be forzotten that every
Inhubitant posscsses & full Enowliedge . of
his  constltption—aof bils  lnoner musenlar
forco, meassured with the dynamometer: of
his lung vapaelty, detosmined by means of
the spirometer; of the condition of Lis
Leart; ns showd by thy yelhygainéter, and
of his geunial vitallty, weosrded on o {he
magnooler, -

The elly ls no salbons, fafds or reston-
rants, no fast sef, uwo drankaregds.

The city furnishes elecfric Onergy, Hzhr,
mechamienl power, lLeat, coinpressed alr,
thinmed air, coll elr, Lydeaulle power, and
forwards puenmatic telegrams pnd  iele
phone messpges very prompily.

I anybody dles on this Islend, shielded
from all climatie Inclenieneiss anl guagled

Obmpaniy—16,000 wmiles long—several bun-
dred lavge buoys are distributed over ths
area usnally travelled Ly Standard Island.
Cubles connect the buoys to each other and
with Madeleine Bay. On spproaching one
of these buoys the eables are connected
with the aparatus in the observatory and
exnct in formatlon w3 to the positlan and
prospective movements of the Island la
telegraphed- fo the representative of the
comipiny at Madelelhe Bay., Thus it Is
m;xﬂu- explnlned low sepply a]_;f;-s nlways
frrive on sehedule time.

EXORMOUS DYNAMOS AND PROPHLLERS.
A large quantity of sweer water is used
for a variety of purppses in this ocean
maridlse, It is obtuined by condensation In
two pinnts near the harbors, Thenes It s
miped to the bulldings and Delow the felis,
toe he uged ror 41l efllnunry purposes and to
be seattered Hke min ever the vegoration

whetevier needed.  And this’ water 18 nop

only sweet, but also Qistliled, electralized,
atd thepefore puret thas the purest spring
water, of which one drop may contuln 15;-
FEPOUL000: mierohos.,

It dernlns to explatn how the istand
moyes: from plice to [dace.  Speed Is no
oufBet, gilnce the wonster flont bhos six
menths! thoe o whiell o poass over an
wren Tholted by the Iacitudes adbove meu-
tloned and the. 1010 th 145th degver of
longitade. The S{andard Islnnders don't
eare to mulkte more thinn twenty to twenty-
five milés I twenty-four hours. It has
been suggested thut this-speed can bo st
tulned by providing o permaogent  cable
counecting ali polnts of the elrouft, 0 cable
of “hastin,® an Indian  fibre of great
strength and so! lght as to fOoat on ibe
surfoce of the waler; this ecable to be car-
rled over irige dinms drlreE| by steam,
drawiog the lsland along, elther backward
op forward, But the Ipbotn love of free-
dom, $0 strong in all Americans, rebolled
agalnst e idea of béing token In tow
nnder any gulse. 1

Electricity, the sonl of the ubiverse, bas
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broad. Thase ‘compartments, held fiewmly [ Toe Staedard Tsiud Company owns the |agulust utthek from microbes, [t I simply
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‘made such prograss thal olmost anytiog The

Final Destruction of Propeller Island Rrglors

i L }

Py 1 . =

<

R i
b i e




