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THE WEATHER.

Oftlelal forccasts for to-day indleate that It
will be fule and cooler.

There |s so much original sin abroad
it would seem ‘that we should have a
few original sermons on the subject.

Instead of burying thelr differences
at the grave of Jefferson those Dem-
ooratlo pllgrims seem to have exhumed
+& fresh supply of trouble.
+i s Comptrollier Roberts, so It would ap-
% pear, 18 golng to enforce the Clvil Ser-

“wiee law on Commissioner Lyman be-
cause the latter will not permit Rob-
erts to select the Buffalo drink chape-
rons, What a go-as-you-pleasze elvil
gervice reformar Mr. Roberts lal

While the administration was en-

gaged in its struggle with the measles

L the free silver Democrats down in
Alabama slipped In and carrled the

“ % @ay for thelr gubernitorial candidate,
This wlll give Secrctary Herbert the
countarpart of that unpleasant job Bec-
retary Carlisle had down in Kentucky.

Since appes! 18 to be mada to the
| Bullling Department to enforce the
" Raines law by arresting proprietors of
bogus hotels, the Excise Board might
be asked to enforce the bullding law
By getting after owners of fire-trap
ténements. It's all a little {rregular, of
eourse, but one guod turn desarves

;. .another.

Missourli Democrats have declared
“Sllver Dick™ Bland the favorite*soh
of the State, and will present his name
to the Chivago Conventlon as that of
& candidate for the Democrdtle Pres-
ldential nomination. This i8 fiattering
to Mr. Bland, but not profitable. It
would have been vastly more to his
purpose had such Missourl Democrats
as lived in his Cwngres!ﬂlonnl district
voted for him In 1834 instead of sulking

« &t home and allowing & music teacher
to be eleciad to Congress in his stead.
*What does it profit a man to Jos= 2
45,000 Congressional job and be made &
favorite son without. salary or per-
quisites?

Governor Bradley irascibly declares
. he will go to St. Louls bent upon do-
- Ing all he ean to defeat McKinley.

This because McKinley's emissaries In-
L ¥aded Kentucky and prevented Brad-
~ ley's” securing a unanimous mdorse-
- ment as favorite son, though they
. eguld not prevent his sseuring a magjor-
- ity of the delegation. Though Brad-
~_déy'S prominence in patlonal polities i

©  Cplirely factitious, spring from a blun-|

{der and resultant schism In the Ken-

 tucky Democrdcy, his Influénce among

Bouthern Republicans is wids, Tt may

- be doubted whether In hurting him

‘Just enough to enrsge and not enough

» to kil him the McKinleyites have not

| mads a tnetical mistake which may
' ipmve fatal.

. .. ANOTHER RIGHTEOUS PLATT.

| Senator Platt, of Connectlcut, evident-

" Iy has mo fear that any legislation

| which {t may please the worshiptul
© Congress of these Unlted Statfes to ac-
~ complish will be regarded by the peo-

© ' ple as impertinent, oppressive or {di-

" Tuesday he offered & bill making

e . o Eullty of a misdemeancr and punish-
" shie with heavy fine, prolonged Impris-
\* ‘enmeént, or both, any person “wha shall
" “knowingly be a party to the trans-

 mission by telephone, telegraph, mail

. orexpress or otherwise, from one State

| or Territory Into apother, of any gam-
‘bling bet, or report of such bet, or the
odds quoted on sny race, prize fight
_or other event, or who shall knowingly
“recefve or transmit such reports.”

It 15 usual st the time of Presidential

-, campplgns for newspapers to furnish

thelr readers with a rough way of es-
timatlng the probable outcome by
~printing the odds which shrewd bettors
in alfferent oitles are offering and tak-
ing on the respective candidates.
“Should Senator Platvs: blll becoms a
~law the jalls would yawn for the cor-
Trespondents and telegraph editors who
‘handled the depraving reports and the
~ wicked proprietors who dispatehed into

'_:,' . adjacent States by mall or express

newspapers containing them. Yester-

-+ Aday, for example, great bundles of the

¥, Journal were sent fhto New Jersey and

.+ other nelghborlng commonwealtha con-

. talning the story of Aldermasn Olcott's

~ .+ YJoss of uis vota for one year in a

_ wager based upon Alderman Dwyers

abllity to kiss a blushing bride, A
_~ score of people concerned in handling
__ this item and tha papers containing
It might be fined aund Impriscned for
- thus debauching publle virtus with an
secount of a gambling event,

Wiitt is the matter with the Platts
anyway? The Néw Yorker haw given
U8 a law which makes the sale of mg‘

w

&t certaln hours a diré offence unless
the sgeller have somewhere about his
premises slesping accommodations for
ten people—an enactment which re-
minds us of the logle of the Mad Hat-
ter in “Allce’s Adventures”—whlle the
Connecticut Platt s golng to detract
from the gayety of natlona by refusing
to lat us read In November next how
as a result of an election bet Bimon
Pefferton, of Wahoo, Kan., cannot trim
his whiskers for four yesars,

Mr. Platt’'s Albany tools have at least
succeeded In leglslating up the valus of
the Democratic gubernatorial nomina-
tlon.

THE SILVER DEMOCRATS.
In his communication to yesterday's

Journal Mr. Juliug Chambers did not
In any material degree overestimate
the probability of the capture of the
Chicago Conventlon by the sliver ele-
ment in the Democracy. The one thing
really surprising in the situation is
that the Administration Demoecrats
were g0 long in discovering that, while
they were enjoving the complimentary
attention of the press and making
cheertul, 4 rather vague, propheciesa
of the complete discomfiiure of the
“free silver eranks," the laiter have
been systematically gathering In the
delegates,

For the present situation, which ger-
tainly involves grave danger of a seri-
ous schism in the Democratic party;
if not indeed an aotusl bolt from the
convention, extremists of both factions
are to blame, although the adherents
of the Administration polley—which is
in effect gold monometalllsm—are the
more 8o, They have failed to compre-
hend the extent of the sllver sentl-
ment, and have In many States re-
fused contemptuously to combat it with
argument or political effort, belleving
it a passing whim, which would dis-
appear with better c¢rops. A case in
point: To-day the Btate Convention of
Misdouri Is in sesslon to select dele
gates to the Chicago Convenfion. The
Indications are that lta volce will be
strongly for free sllyer, and, as one of
the earllest conventlons' In the middle
Wesat, It will exert considerable influ-
ence upon the Democrats of surround-
-!n'g States. Yet when the primarles
were held in St. Louls anly 5,000 votes
were cast, the free sllver candldates
belng overwhelmingly elected, though
it i= probable that in St. Louls, as
In other large citles, the so-called
sound-money element 3 In the actusal
majority. The Republle says the sound-
money Democrats purposely refrained
from making & contest. Why? If they
were in the majority would it not hava
been well to show It? If in the minor«
ity, have they any right to combat tha
cardinal Democratic principle of ma-
Jority rule? A llke attitude was as-
sumed by the sound-money men of
Illinols when “Buck” Hinrlchsen sum-
moned the famous free silver Demo-
cratie convention in IHinois. How lit=
tle good they dld for their causs by
holding contemptuously aloof Is Indi-
cafed Ly Benstor Palmer's reluctant
admission now that the Illinols dele-
gation of forty-elght in the National
Convention will be for free sllver.

This has been the prime error of the
Administration Democrats. To con-
stantly assert their numegieal superi-
ority and deseribe thelr opponents as
an insignificant handful of “cranks,”
while evading every opportunity to test
thelr strength, has been thelr uniform
polley in elmost every State. It is a
policy which naturally has nalfther won
them many converts, nor even alded
to hold thelr own rank and file en-
thuslastically together, -

Mr. Hanna regards Quay and PIatt
as mere children In politics. Doubtless
he thinks that Florida trlp was due o
an attack of the politlcal colie.

THEATRICAL INDECENCY.

A New York mapager was on Mon-
day arraigned for exhibiting at a popu-
lar place of amusement a so-calied
theatrical entertalnment, which thé
complaint described as “lewd, Indecent,
obscene, filthy and scandulo That
s was so the Journual testified hefore
the complaint was made, and any fur-
ther reference to the character of the
“ghow" Is unnecessary in print. It will
either be modified or removed now that
the law has come to the reseue of de-
ceney. But there are two clrcumstances
brought to light in the matter that apre
worth 2 moment's reflection, It packed
the manager's house with a crowd of
both sexes, which in great part may
be adequately described In the terms
of the complaint as mors “lewd, I1n-
decent, obscene and fiithy” than the
stages exhlbition Itsslf; fon while onse
exhibition was mutely suggestive and
only plctorially salacious, the other
was as avowedly and .demonstrably
brutal as any riotous horde of satyrs
could be. All the baser elements of hu-
man character in the floating popula-
tion of a vast city found the expression
of it lewd desires In this show and
rushed to It with cheeks aflame and
jaded pulses newly awakensd by the
promlse of it. ~When, on Tussday
night, the performance under police
survelllance omlitted the only particu-
lars of Impudicity that made it pig-
uant, this audlence pf unhaltered boys
and senlle veterans crisd “Shame,” and
snorted its disgust at having its appe-
tite interfersd with. ANl th(s appears

L

ager, who promptly threw himself on
the license of hlgh art, employed an
esthetie lawyer and braced himeself to
defend the “beautiful” and advertise
his house at the same time.

The moral of all this is as plain as a
plkestaff, There are wvagabond ele-
ments in the rear ranks of the publie
ftself, nc less than (n the “horsed
courlers” of amusement, that will not
bear exhibition in 2 clean community.
Fllth haa to ba hidden by a strong
hand, whether it claim the Immunity
of a. publle dunghill or only gibbers
behind the screen of prostituted art.

In ecase Mr. Tillman failz in his ef-
fort 1o electrocute the Democracy at
Chicago he will turn on his full boltage
and try the current In the Populist
party.

THE BRIDGE LEASE.
The truth of the saying “What 18

everybody's business s nobody's busl-
ness" finds new demonstration In the
smoeoth pourse In the Senate of the bill
to authdrize the leasing of the tracks
on the Brookliyn Bridge to the elevated
rallroad companles of New York and
Brooklyn. That measure was quietly
reported yesterday by the Senate com-
mittee having 1t In charge.

Grave criticism upon “this bill has
been given publle expresslon. It has
been urged that for an enormously
valuable concession the lessees are to
be charged an absurdly Iinadequate
rental; that there is doubt of the abil-
ity of the Bridge structure to stand
the incessant pounding of “L" englnes;
that, except for Brooklynites living
along the line of the elevated roads,
the contemplated plan will be an ac-
turl inconvenience; that two fares are
to be exacted and np provision Is made
for future reduction of fares, and that
the taxpayers are not adeguately pro-
tected in that part of the blll which
preseribes how thie necessary extenslon
of the bridge shall be pald for. Yet
it does not appear that formal and
determined effort has bésn made to
bring thess objections properly before
the Legislature.

FPublic memory Is short In New York,
and many may have forgotten that
the Brocklyn Bridge was orlginally
begun as & private, money-making en-
terprise. Supposing that plan had been
adhered to. Imagine that the Incompe-
tence and blindness of the original pos-
sessors of this enormously valuable
franchise had not enabled the people
to regaln thelr own. Would the paih-
way be free to-day? Would tha fare
on the cars be down to three cents?
Would not rather the original charges
be exacted and stock waterad and
books juggled to give them apparent
Justification?

By a plece of unparalleled good for-
tune the people secured ownership of
the most tﬂweﬂvﬂl highway in the
United States to-day. It would be
eriminal folly for them to glve any
part of It up.

Some of the net results of the Ralnes
law manifested Tueaday last were
these;

Lockport elected a Democratie Mayor
by 28 mafority. Last Fall {t was Re-
publican by 0.

Watkins elected two Democratic
Trustess. Last Fall it was solidly Re-
publican.

Nerth Tonawanda went solidly Dem-
oeratie.

To students of polities thease be sig-
niftoant faets, but as Indieative of the
Impreasive and effective work for tem-
perance and morality accomplished by
this famous act they are as nothing in
comparigon with the news that, spurred
on by Ralnes, “Sflver Dollar" Smith
and other gentry of his sort have
bought sparingly of furniture and
stared “hotels.” 3

The history of the famous Duke of
Cambridge Stradivarius violin, the
theft of which from the late Professor
Jean Bott caused his death through
chagrin and worry, when It comes to
be written, will read morg like an
imaginative romance, such as the
“Moonstone,” than a recital of a serles
of actual happenings. The future ous-
todlan of the famous fiddle, If it still
exists intact, will doubtlless lock it In
a safe deposit vault and never play
upon It except when guarded by a
corps of pollcemen. Even so charm-
ing an instrument as the violln can
be transformed Into @ white elephant
by the cupidity of man.

The intelligent tarlff system by which
we Americans protect the dignity of
American labor and ralse needed reve-
nue has seldom offerad a more amusing
problem for solution than that with
which the New TYork authoritles
wrestled yesterday. 8hall holy water
be admitted free or not? Deputy Col-
lector Estabrook thought it should pay
a duty of ten per cent. Special Depu-
ty Naval Offlcer Gurley, however,
opined it was natural spring water and
should come in free. The Collector
finally agreed with the 8. D. N, 0. and
the holy water of Hurope entered

‘America untaxed.

Thoss people who wonder at the
splendid persistency of the Cuban rev-
olutionists will find 'an explanation of

thet of texation. The Cuban ls taxed
by Spain before he is born and aftap
he is dead. At no time {s there an in-

‘termission of taxatlon. Fallure to pay

the tax on the dead'is followed by ruth-
less despollation of graves, as bodles
on which the grave tax Is unpald are
unceremoniousiy pemoved from the

> heve been counted on by the man-[all, that there are revolutions in Cuba. | |

it in but one aspect of the situation—|

cemetery. It Is not s wonderful, after |

All About the
Coronation of the Czar.

Berliu, March 25.—After three weeks of
cabllng, lettar-wtiting, docoment-furnish-
ing, ball-offering, wire and red tape-pulling
and submlssion to all manner of personal
ingulries I have at last secured for your

speclal correspondents a  sulte of rooms
in Moscow that fronts the prineipal
thoroughfnre leading to the Eremlin, the
old stronghold of puluces, churches, forts
and towers where the coronation of Nich-
olag and his Czarina wlll take place on
May 14.

His Majfesty the White Caar desires and
commands that all good cltizens of Rus-
sln shall heartlly enjor themselves on the
occasion when the greatest honors of Ortho.
dox Christendom are conferred upon him
und his lovely wife. The stern Prince Gov-
ertior, Grand Duke Sergiug, will therefore
not Interfere with the pleasant game of
fleecing visitors to Moscow on this mo-
mentous opportunity that comes only once
or twice In a llfetime,

Moscow, In respect to hotels, Is worse
off than Brooklyn, far worse, and the Gov-
ernment's command that all respectuble
quarters shall be roserved for the use of
royulty and persons of distinctlon has
brought on a crisls which has led the sly
Moscowlites to the adoptlon of the following
resolution: 3

First—All hotel and Iodglng house mocommona-
tiona must ba gecnreed for one month from May
1 to Juse 1. No exceptions for efther large
or amall epartments,

Bacond—TRates for bonrd and Jodging will be
trebled, but no bonrd will be furnished, exoept
coffes and rolls in the morning, ot an extrs
charge treble the ordinary.

Third—All von-Bussinns, except visiting roy-
nlty, must apply for dntlons to
(that Indiridual being a hardened ocourleér, who
hos asguired a large fortune and no end of abil-
Ity to flvecs In conduoting the Vanderbiits and
other moneyed arlstoorats over the Continent)

That these onerous rules will be strictly
and palafully adberad to, I gather from
lettors recelved from erery Moscow hotol
keeper. The pald courler has also written
Indorslog the above and stipulating the fol-
lowing terms:

Two parlors and two bedrooms; the

first on the coronatiom routs, from

May 1 to June 1 (not obtainnble for

lesser poriod) 0,000 roubley
Hall bedroom, ditte ditto....,.., vs 000 roubley
Small bedroom o the rear, seat ut

WEDROW. ol aad LT R A Y T «» BOD roubles

Nota Bene.—*Sllver’” routles (worth 70
cents In our money), none of the dirty Rus-
slan paper. Another note snys that one-
third of the price must be deposited one
month In advance,

While this mey not frighten rlch tour-
lsta, there are other clrcumstances con-
nected with the coronation and the vlalt
to Moscow at the present time that may
serve a8 n warnlng even to the most ad-
venturously incllned. It goes without say-
Lug that no Hebrews will be admitted to
Holy Russia on this supréme occaslon, and
that passport regulations will be more
rigidly enforced than ever; but these are
side lasues. Forelgn travellers must also
bring eertificates from & maglstrate testify-
ing to thelr good charncter and thelr peace-
fol Intemtions, these documents to be In-
dorsed by thelr Minlster In 8t. Petorsburg.
Furthermore, It 18 required that they fie-
nish the Russian police with fAlve photo-
graphs of themselyes, which are to be de-
poslted ln so many “‘rogues’ gallerles' at
the frontler, at Moscow, at Ht. Petersburg
dnd with thé diferont rullvsay companies.
|. Though I mmn ashamed to own It, 1 must
confess to hnving my picunre taken esf’-
dlally for the Museovite pollce, acceptance
of older photogruphs having been rofusad
for lack of up-to-detencss. I huve Ukewlse
sccamulated haif n crook full of dosuizents.
receipts, extracts from law books, leftera
und cartificates sinece 1 begnh reckonlung on
the probubllity of witnesslug the corona-
tlon, our Minlster In St. Petershurg, the
| Hon. Clifton R. Breckinrldge, and J. B.
Jackson, Charge @'Affaires in Berlin, lend.
Ing thelr valunble asslstance (o the kindest
and most hearty style.

After explaining these matters to my
tonrist countrymen I think I have done
my doty toward them when I add the
information thet Moscow s a dirty, and,
consequently, most uvnhealthy place In
Snmmer, and that the natlves there pride
themselves ‘on nnderstanding none but
thely own batbarle Innguage. Without a
courler a traveller is logt complately.

T#e officlal programme of the festivi-
ties was only declded upon a few days
ago, and a4 copy has been furnlshed me by
the Moscow Governor. The ceremonles
begin on May 6 and inst for tweniy days.
On the 6th Thelr Majesties arrlye in
the coronatlon town and take up thelr resl-
dence at the Petrowsky Palace; on the
Tth nnd Bth the Uzar's birthday I8 celes
brated; on the Oth occurs the triomphal
efitry of Thelr Majestles Into Moscow, with
the Te Deum ln the Cathedral of Uspensky,
and In the eyvening the Cxur snd Cyzarina
retire for three days to the Alexandrinsky
Palace; on the 10th Is the grand reception
of Ambassndors and diplomats dn the
throne room of the Kremlin; from the 11th
to the 18th the imperial couple will travel
from one sanctuary to another suying
prayers, and there will be a review of the
Body Guards, the blesslng of the Ozar's
standard in the Kremlln, the procession
of the crown jJewels, and In the ovening
of the 13th the entrance of Thelr Majestles
Into the Kremlin a the roaring of can-
non, atter which all true Russlans are ex-
pected to epend half the night In prayer;
the 14th Is coronatlon day, the evetlng
belng devoted to a banquet In the Gtano-
witja Palace; from the 14th to the 26th
there will be grand llluminations, dinners
and balls to the nobles of all countries,
ineluding & ball and concert at the German
and ‘Austrlan Embassys, the celebration of
the Empresz's birthday on the 25th, and on
the 26th Thelr Malestles leave Moscow.

There will be hardly a breathing epell
for Thelr Majestles and the poor corréspond-
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LITERARY SHOP-TALE.

Mr. F. Hopkinsuﬁ-\;i-ti Is interastiag and
nearly always amusing lon whatver NHe tells
us§, whether it be an artist's lfe In some
pleturssque corner of the world, o !:lm:.:ﬂe
sketeh of an old mountalneer making
friends with a low-down dog and the
squlrreln In the woods, or a4 study In Irish
ke “Tom Grogan."

"“Tom Grogan,'"” published by Houghton,
Mittin & Co., uand llnsteated by Reln-
hart, 1a & gtory of “pluck and grit" in the
person of & sturdy Irish widow, left alone
early In her career with a fumily aud her
husband’'s buslness on her hands, How she
brought up the one and brought the other
through many viclgsitudes of wind and

weather, fire, fight with “the Union,"
Btaten  Island  politice (which are
merely touched "upon—n rich fald for

him who ecares’ to probe), I8 charmingly
told by Mr. Smlth. There ls the wsual
shurp’ |lttle street Arith, with the Bowety
faoeent and the heart in the right place,
who ecan nelther be cajoled or threatened,
whom we have all grown to love: there 18
Just enough of a love story, halr-breadth
escapes, thrilllng rescues and attempted
murder to supply the action, and through
it ail the wldow moves with sturdy frame
and unfilnching ¢ourage. In the end the
villain dles properly as a villaln should,
or s otherwlse disposed of, the lovers clasp
hands under the drifting apple blossoms,
with the widow's blessing, aod the our
taln drops on ““Tom Grogan'' and her falth-
ful adherents in peaceful possession of her
contracts, her little portlon of Staten Isl-
and, and the reader's best wishos.

But what is the matterwith Mr. Reinhart'
frontisplece? Lathers, one of the villains,
18 supposed to be cowerlng before the

fist: gently In his face, to be sure, but any
man who would cowet before that placid
figure—a figure that might belong to o Puri-
tan malilen looking dreamily out to sea for
an absent loyer—would cower before the
tamest kind of a biuff, Mr. Relubart's
figure and his arm do not agres. Again,
in the iHusteation, “'m givin® It to ye
straight, Dan,” the figure, face, attlitude,
all are perfect but the shaking fist ddes
not shake. Kven when a gentle avtlst
shitles & fist there onght to be some force
1n It

A Plash of Snmmer,” by Mrs. W. K.
Olivord (Appleton's Town and Country Ld-
brury), 18 one of those good old fashioned
tales over which you've wept In  your
youhger days, or, 1t you do not belong to
the weeplug sex, your eyes have kuown
that “‘susplelons molsture.” Ol fashloned,
with just a touch, a gllmmering of the
new, for Katherine, who tries to go back
to duty and & brutal husband, finds it too
much for her and ends ber puthetic life
in & friendly pool, where, as the watera
meet above her bead, It “seemed to her
thut her Jover's arms closed round her
forever."

“Thoe story of a slmple woman's Iife,"”
Mrs. Clifford calls it, and It 15 slmply told,
with none of the heroles, anaiytics, Intro-
spectics, or even moral, that we are aceus-
tomed to look for; indeed, the author states
in her brief preface that '‘the story is
a #toty mnd nothing else, and does not
in any wuy belong to recent controversind
disousslon,’” whloh is a rellef to begin with,
It 18 a sfory that could Huppen In Eng-
lnod, where the scene Is luld, or at leust
could have, before the recent “revelt of
the daughtérs'™ that hes been making so
maeh stly over theére, but would be quite
Impogsible In this land of the free, whare
liberty and mhote are drawn ln with the firsy
breath of the sons &nd daughters of evon
the forelgn-barn. A story of a gefitle gich
with a bleak chlldbood, who grows up
tn: the depressing atmosphere of & wilcked
old wuelg, is married against her will, Id
her teens, to her uncle's family lawyer,
whom she hates and who detests her, but
who hns an eye to her uncle's money,
which he supposes the young woman will
inherit, aud who makes her life miserable
when he finds himself disappointed. The
“Flash of Bummer' comes in Hutherine's
gombre llfe when ehe has fled from hber
lawyer-husband's persecutions, pod I« of
courge, the herithge of love and the right
mian i the wrong time and place, It Is o
pithetie story, slmply told, and, for weep-
Ing purposes qulie as effectlvye us “Ian
MacLapen."

“A Woman of Sense'” and “A Halr Pow-
der Plot" are two lttle plays In. Henne
quin's Oolloguial Huglsh fnto French se-
‘rles (press of Willlam R, Jenkins, New
York), deslgned by Mr, Hennoquin for the
stuuent's trandlation from Engllkh Into
French. Any one who has wrestled with
the memmnr’phn_au_ of English collogquial-
Isms Into French colloquinlisma will appre-
clgte the helpful notes of Mr. Hennequin,
which wlll teach him, for Instance, how to
put “headed for mowhere in partieular”
into “n'ayant aucun but definl,'* which he
would not be upt to discover for himsolf
at a first glance.

Now, when to recognlze or not to recognize
the Cuban struggle Is a buming question,
with a President—of Mr. Cleveland's pro-
portlons—banging in the balance, anything
relating to the Island is of more or less In-
terest. Ratmundo Cabrera's “Cubn and the
Cubans' (published by the Levytype Com-
peny, Phbiladelphin), Is a book extremely
popular In Cuba and among Cubans, It
presents the situation of affalrs ln that un-
happy Island—a *“pear] In the mire," Signor
Cabrera calls It, from the Cuban's point of
Niew—a sltnation, If Blgnor Cabrern faithe
fully portrays It, so full of Injustice, of
archale stupldity on the part of Cuba's gov-
eruors a8 to warrant the bigody rebelllons
which have formed mo large a part of its
history, “All the evil It possesses,” says the
author, “which s no small matter, Is tha
regult of its Spanlsh colonizntion, and the
ittle or almost nothing which It has of good
Is what it ssslmilates spontansously from
the American atmosphere;"” a rather strong
statement, which he sets nbout to prove.

Ag to sanlthry affalrs in Havana, Oubresd
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Prince de Ségan,
The Alcibiades of France.

Boson de Talleyrand-Perlgord, Prince de
Bugnn, eldest son of the Due de Sagnng
Valencay, Talleprand and of Derigord, 1s
the most consplengus figure In the great
world of Parls and the arblter of all ele-
ganees of the French metropolis, The very
type of the Freonch dandy, #dnd a worthy
repregsentative of the great Talleyrand, In
50 far as wit and sayoir-falre are concerned,
be s, in splte of his sixiy years, still one
of the youngest men In Parls, and hls hand- |
same, rellned, clever face and suow-wh't
curls are to be seen In every place whe
pleasure Is the goddess worshipped, fru
the race course at Auvteull, whers he .
the all-comtraillng spivit, to the smart Ciub
de la Ruoe Iloyule, looking cut odto the
Place do la Concorde, and where he has
established his hesdquarters a8 the pre-
glding genlus of the Institution sioce he
parted from his wife, whom he describes
as “tant solt pea vulgalre,"” A compliment
which she returns by asserting that he ig
‘T'egolsm en personnel"

There ara few men of more strangely
gomplex character ‘then the Princs de
Sagan. According to some people, he ls
everything that !s ohlvalrons, chie and &
grand selgneur, while there are many oth-
ers who are equally posltive in their asser-
tlons that be 18 a man of the mosi ques-
tlonable Yonor, who derives a goodly por-
tlon of his resources from foreign million<
alrea, who fee him for pllotlng them about
und for Introducing them Into the salons of
the gireat world and the boudolrs of the
halt world, and who, moreover, credlt him
with recelving large convmlsslons firom the
various Parlslan tradesmen, to whom he

Jbrings customers.

It is to Do feared that both his friends
and his enemies are rlght, and that he ls
an almest unlgue mixture of good and bad,
of eblvalry and—waell, let 1f be called the
reveras—of high principle and absence of
peloeiplo, Thus he wnae cartalnly eble,
clilvalrous and grand selgneur when ho Jeft
hls wife In the manner that he did, It
erally shaking off from lls feet the dust of
ber establishment and calllng upon the en-
tire household to wiiness that he carried
away nothing save the cane In his hand,
belng unwilling to sofl himsell with money
aoguired by the frauds of his wife's father,
That gentleman, as {8 well known, com-
niltted suicide on the very morning of the
day when hils trial was to fommence for
forging Government stamps on Army sup-
plies, which he had contracted to furaish
gnd which the officlal examiners would
never have permitted to pass,

Altliongh the Prince hus many times been
fn tersible straits for money, yet it must
be said in Wls honor that he has persisient-
iy declined his wife's proffers of asslstance,
the only time when he copsented to hald
any lntercourse with her havlng been when
hig eldest eon, Oount Helle de Talleyrand,
was under indictment for fraud, and would
haye probably been sentenced to a term
&t pennl servitude had not the FPrincess
ylelded to her busband's demands that she
ghould step forward and furnish teo her
badly treathd first orn the money nesded
to compromlsp’ the oriminal proceedings
against im.

%-:1 the otlier hand, it 18 fmpossible to
deny that the Prinee de Sagnn Is constantly
seen in public with a class of people whose
very appearance, lat alone thelr mAnners,
must offend his sense of dellcacy and re-
finsment ut every turn, and for his assocla-
Hon with whom no other exciige or reason
ean be found than that they are pecunirily
useful to him., Hs Is the leador of & band
of men nnmberlng about one hundred and
ity all of them bearing, ke ', S0I08
of the most lllustrious pames lo Francs,
all of them rulned fnanelally, and having
no avowdble means of lvellhood.

Yot they practienlly lead muscullne fash-
fon, who constitute the cream of what
is known fs “‘lo Paris galant, wlo launch
the fnmous demi-mondalnes and who muke
and unmake professionsl benutles I 8o
clety, Do they propounce any little bour-
geoisle a5 benutiful, original and In every
way chorming, at once the press will take
up the cue, glve volce to the sentlments
whileh they have expressed, and for 4 time
you will scarcely open & Parislan paper
without secing effusive paragraphs about
“La belle Madsme X, until the poor
woman's hend 18 quite turned, The whole
thing generally terminates fn dlsgrnce or
sulolde, the falr ope elther jolnlng the
dem|-monduines, so A8 to retain the no-
torlety which bas pow become more of a
necessity thun s luxury to her, or else
bléwing out her bralns.

There dre scores of such tragedies that
could be recorded, und some of them bhave
furlshed the theme to novallets s well
as playwrights, the Prince de Bagan, be-
ing oftep nickunmed the “Prince d'Auree,”
after his protdtype In one of the most
popular and successful dramns that have
been produced on the Parlsian stage In
recent Vents. Sometimes, tooy it Is not
& woman, but 4 man, who ls the victim.

A case In polnt Is that of Pall Avernay,
who bas Just committed sulclde, because
after Delng taken up by the “Prince
d'Auree” and his titled associates;, he had
been dropped by them, aud could not bear
the thoukht of exlsting any longer with-
out seelng his name alongsifle of thelrs
in the press record of “Le Paris galant.”
He was hy birth a Hebrew, the son of a
very rich fnerchant, and up to the thme
that he happened, to c¢ross the path of the
Pringe was perfectly content with his Jot
and twith the remarkubly pretty damsel
whom he bad pérsuaded to share his bache-
lor establishment. ;

It was the lndy who attrncted the at-
tentlon of the Frince, and Inatead of Aver-
nay's tesenting the Prince's publicly pro-
fessed mdmiration for his belle amle, he
was delighted therewith, sluce It not only
gave the falr ome n fresh value In his
own eyes, but nlse opened up to him the
possibility of becoming & member of the
Prince’s entonrage by means of the lady.
‘This was what took place. He becnmeé a
temporary member of the coterle known
as “Paris galant," and for the sake of his

belle amie and Incidentally of the ey
was tolerated for 4 spell by the Fﬁu

Matters Quaint and Queel
in English Chutches.

London, April 4—The other day when one
of the grentest men In Pugland was talke
Ing about the slngular pugnaclty and eagern.
oess for war of us Anieérleans, I sald:
"Well, where do you find anything differ
ent? Ien't all Huropé on the edge of war,
and has not all Christendom tuken to wallks
itig nround with a chip on Its ghouldery’
He admitted that this was true and thuat
the twenty years' pesce which was first serls
susly broken by the Japanese last year
might be long In heallng {ts wounds. “Do
fou pot think we are hastenlng toward the
ong-expected and tertible Huropean war?”
L nsked. I had not BEwrope in my mind
when I was speaking of your country," sald
be, “but I agree with you as to Europe. I
do not know whether the hot weather of
midsummer will precipitate a European
war or whether It will be put off untll hext
year, but 1t js evidently drawing nearet and
nearsr, As to England, I will tell you thisy
If we get out of our present troubles (a
Venezuels, Bgypl and Cenirdl Africa withe
out & great war on our hands we shall ba
& very forfunate people.

On the day after thls conversation I no-

tlced the words “‘A Great European War*t
In an advertisemoent column of the Dally
Telegraph and read what followed. It was
an advertlsement inserted by the sect ealled
the Second Adventists, who have figured
out that Christ's second coming was due in
each year that has passed sluce I was a
very lttle shaver and first felt a curieslty
#.hst‘ led to my attending one of thelr meets
Ings. The notice reads as follows:
A great Enropean war, and, perhups, invasiog
of Britaln may be sxpected next year, 1897, und
the formation In 1508 of nn allled confederacy
of Ten Kingdoms (tbe ten-horued wild beast of
Danlel, vil,, 24), viz., France, Britain (possibly
without Ireland and Its colonles), Spain, Italy,
Austiin, Greece, Hgypt, Syrla, Turkey, and the
Balkan States—in fuct, all the countries of
Onenar's originel Roman Emplre. Then they wil)
appoint Napoleon (g pe King of Mucedonty (the
Littls Horn of Dianlal, vit. and vill.), whe will
re-enatt the < seser of Alexander the Grent, and
subdue B democratie revolution Grepcs, Turkey
and Syria (thus plucking up threa horns), aod
hlmselt beoome King of Syria by 1001, and nf-
orward  be recilled to Europe and be made
Demovrotie Bmperar of the Ten Kingdomd for
thréa and o half yoars from 1004 untll the bat-
tle of Armagedson fn Passorer Woek, 1908, Ad-
dresnon on Chese siibjects will be glven by several
ministers fo the Lirill Holl, Dromley, Keot, on
Apcll b and 6, and {o Losser Queen's Hall, Lang-
ham place, London, on April 23 snd 20, ewch
day at 11 . m. and 8 o m. sod Top, m.

The next advertisen-ent was of the samas
order, saying that N. poleon as King of
Syrla may be expectéd seven yenrs from
Good Fridny to make a <oven years' coves
nant with the Jews In Jerusalem from Passe
over Day, April 4, 1001, to Aprll 18, 1008,
“bore than three hundred e cpositors In
their bodks on Danlel conslder that these
#even years of the future Jewis | covenant
will be the last seven years of he nge or
dispensation, and will end witl the per-
sonnl descent of Christ at Jer: salem, to
commencs the millennium of 1,00 0 years.,"
I copy this preclse snd lmportu it Infors
mation in the hope that it may star ‘le thoss
who have not been fooled as man v times
Is I have on ground foor Informatlo 1 ng te
the exact date of the laat day.

I the meantime the solld old chure b of
England goes Ita way dolng to-day | ust
what it hes done for hundreds of yeaps, ¢ ad
arranging to continue dolng the sume thi g
for hundreds of years to come. Yesterdn v,
for Instance, twenty-one poor widows wei
to the Church of Bt Bartholomew-the
Great, In “the clty," and, marchlng 1o the
lttle shut-in, glodmy churchyuard behind the
churell, ench ans ploked np & slxpenny
plece from a tombstope from which evary
year for ages twenty-one such women hava
pleked up slxpences in the same fashion.
The origin of the custom Is shronded In
obscurity, and It has been kept up (with
great difficulty) only beoause it 1s 4 custom,
Far, far back In the past, (t Is sald a de
vout widow left n fund for defraying the
cost of this annuul gift of the segreand.
one of slxpences, to be pleked from her
tombstone, and to be followed In the church
with the further gift of a bun and two
shillinga to ench worthy widow. The good
old soul feared, perhnps, that a mere Elx-
pence eich wonld not stir so many widows
to come, so she added & hot cross bun and
two slilllings, or, as time went on, the
chureh folk added these, as slxpences grew
leas and less temptlng and npcommon. No
one knows dnythlng more than that thae
custom dates from time lmmemorial, and |
has been kept, it 18 belleved, In u.nb;okm!
contlnuity. No one knows who the widow
was, or what stone her ashes now
mingle with the dirt. It Is agreed that
the ‘glxpences ware to be pioked from a |
gt stone' In the churehyard, but the
Identlty of the stome became moss grown, |
Iike all the rest connected with the queer
custom, and #p for mnny years the
ghurchwardens led the widows the rounda
of the yard, to each stone in Its turn, In
otler to muke sure of once Ina while visite
Ing the right onme. _Next, the bequest
money ran out, or got mired with other
moneys or spent in other ways, and then
the maintenance of the custom depended
upon the genercsity of Individuals In the
ohurch or the parish.  Nino years ago a
righ Mr. Butterwprth- Invested enough
money to keep up the custom “forever'
and the church wardens thought It time to
determine upon o fixed stone to ba used
in the ceremony 88 long ns It lasts. Reads
ors of this MHttle chapter of history—es.
peclally those who have been to England—
will remiark: “Just like Bngland! Nothing
changes thers, No custom 18 sulfered to
die' It will interest such confident wise-
acres to know that of all the nuumiberless
odd ancient *‘doings” willed to continue
foreyer by the plous of the past In the
old orlginal London, this Is to-day the lag/
gurvl pepresentative.

gy g JULIAN RALPH.
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