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Public Records Show a Conspiracy
to Defeat tlie Project for the

Establishment of the Ad
irondaek Reserve.

PRIVATE INTERESTS SERVED.

m Commissioner Basselin and His Dummy
OHiciai Associates Vote to Convey

(be Cream of the Forest Land
to the Everton Company.

A PUBLIC TRUST BETRAYED.

The Real Iment of a State Statute Is to Permit
Favored Lumbermen to Secure Miles

cf State Virgin Forest from the
Park in Exc:.nnge for Worthless
ILanus vviiica iney liavo

Dcnadcd of Timber.

{by telegraph to the herald.]
Alsxxz. IJ. Y., Jan. C, 1891..A cyolono through an

Eayptiau burryiag ground could not havo rattled
dry bonos moro effectually than did tho Hkuald's
first gnu is exposing tho shortcomings of tho
State Forest Commission, its utter worthlessness
and tho absolute hecessity for tho removal of
Theodore B. UasseUn, its most active Commissioner.
Tho second gan will be even more offeosivo.
It has already been shown that a groat conspiracy

exists among the North Woods Lumbermen by
ivhich they hope to prevent the establishment of
an Adirondack State park. Thoy have tied up
all the virgin forest land owned by psivatoparties in a very ingenious and successful
mannor. They saw with great oonstnrnation that
the Adirondack park idoa grow more and more

popular. They saw also that the best informed
legislators of the State wore gradually becoming
a unit in the belief that in order to preserve the
water supply or tae state, prevent its territory
from being devasted by great storms and its climatefrom deteriorating to the detriment of public
health and the declin.i of agriculture, it was necessaryto take immediate steps to preserve those
noble guardians of the public weal, the grand old
trees of the Adirondack forests.

THE COMMISSION AT FAULT.

Gradually public sentiment has been crystallzing
in favor of a magnificent preserve, to be owned and
managed by the State, for the safety and good of
its territory and the health and recreation of its
citizens. While the Legislature was not then ready
to see this idea carried out at once to the extent it
ought to be, the popular demand that something be
immediately done to protect the forest resulted live
years a£o in the passage of a law creating the ForestCommission. The law was all right, but the
selection of Commissioners was all wrong. For
four years they did nothing; in the last year the
evidence is strong that their influence has been in
the favor of certain lumbermen whi'o seek to destroyivbat the commission is sworn to protect,

k The HtBAiiD has already published proof itt the
| form of a certificate of incorporation showing that

one of the Commissioners, Mr. Theodore B. Buseelin,Is now a stockholder and trustee in the
Beaver Elver Lumber Company, which is devastatinga section of territory the most beautiful and
valuable in the whole Adirondack preserve.

LTJMBEBMEN WIDK AWAKE.
As soon as they became convinced that a great

State j>ark might be formed the lumbermen began
to hustle. The whole Adirondack region contains
a little less than four million acres, of which less
than elgnt Hundred thousand aores are now owned
by the State. The lumbermen began to devise a

j)lau whereby they not only could tie up the privatelauds so that they could continue to cut down
the tree*, but might also actually obtain possession
of State lands, nearly every rod of which is coveredwith virgin l'orest in which they fairly ache to
bury the axe. As I showed yesterday the private
lands have been tied up by the filing of contracts
to cut large amounts of lumber every year for flf-

t teen or twenty years. The only way for the State
to obtain these private lands for a park preserve at
ft fair value would be to exerclsa the right of eminentdomain. This it cannot now do without first
making good these lumber contracts, which amount
to an enormous sum.so great that the conspiratorsdo not believe that the taxpayers of the State
will favor the establishment of a State park at
such a cost, or the Legislature dare to pass a taw
for that purpo.se.

It was not necessary in this part of the conspiracyto obtain ihe favor of any of the State officials.although the plot must hare been known to
the Forest Commission, aud they took no step to
make it public or to throw the slightest obstacle in
tho way of iti consummation. They even did
worae.thoy spread far aud near thi> idea that a

State park wai to ba formed. Xhe land whioh
would have coma to the State for non-payment of
taxes was consequently bid ia by speculators, and
the State this year got not one aore, when usually
at such sales thousands of acres revert to it.

STEALING STATE LANDS.
It was necessary In the second part of the conspiracyfor the lumbermen to use a member of

Assembly and tho forest Commission to pull their
nliestnuts out of tha fire. They wanted the virgin
forest lands owned Dy tha State, and it is very clear
how they went about getting them. It is the old,
old story of legislative manipulation, tuo passage
of an apparently good, but really an infamous,
law, and the securing of the favor of a State commissionon whose recommendation the success of
tuo scheme under tfce law, to a great extent, depended.The first s.ep taken b) the lumber conspiratorswas iu the Legislature of 1887. Floyd
Hadley, who, in this case, at least, misrepresented
Franklin county, introduced a bill entitled "An act
to amend the Forest Commission act of 1885 and
for the preservation of the forest." (iod save the
mark 1
This bill became chapter 475 of the Laws of 1S87

without the Governor's signature. After reciting
that tne forest presarve shall be forever kept as
wild forest land and shall not be sold or leased to
any person or corporation, which was the will of
the people as expressed in the act forming the ForestCommission, the lumber conspirators then introducedan amendment saying:."It shall be lawfuland the Comptroller shall have the power to
sell and convoy sepat^te parcels or tracts on the
the timber thereon tu such person or persons or
cor. or&tions, such parcels or tracts being bounded
on every side b; lands not owned by the t>tate,
upon the recommendation of tlie Forest Commis-

i»K«um »IIU 1IIU »UIHJ u» »u«5 anuiuo) uoueral.such separate tracts or parcels may be exchungedby tiie Comptroller for lands that lie adJoiningtracts of the forest proserve upon the recommendationof the Korost Commision and the advice
of the Attorney General. The values of ihe said
Saudis so oxchanged must be first appraised by
ttlirue 'dlolntereMted' appraisers, sworn to fairly and
£aitU>ullv Appraise tlie value of said land." The
t*o appraisers are to select a third appraiser after
(hey are appointed by the County Judge of the
county iu which the lands are situatod, the appraisers'salaries to be paid by the party proposing
the exchange. They ou^ht to be well paid as the
. cheine has turned out.

tuuill COAXKD 1:7 HADLET.
Such was Mr. Hadiey's bil«. Hy dint of great log

roiling he maoagod t9 it through the Legislature.And unu of the first "disinterested" apjfctwserswho iuraod up two years iator when the

NEW YORK HERALE
cheme was worked by the Everton Lumber Companywas Mr. Floyd J. Hadiey.
Of course such a bill could not get through the

Legislature without bouio plausible excuse. I
remember that, as tho Meeaij) legislative correspondent,I asked Mr. Hadley to explain the bill.
He said )t was iu tho interest of the State in that it
would result iu the exchange of small detached
portions of State land for valuable tracts of
private land adjoining State holdings, and 'vould
thus consolidate the State property iu th-j Adirondack*aud make it easier and less expensive to lay
out and secure a State park. I trusted Mr. liauley
then, and so did many lovers of the woods, who
Toted for his bill. Legislators of this tort were
very much influenced by the attitude of the
Forest Commission. The Commissioners said not
one word against the bill, although they must and
did know its real object and intent This is clear
from a resolution which the Commission passed
when persons who wore not friends of CommissionerBasselin made applications for exchange of
land under the provisions of the lumber conspirators-Hadleylaw.
Now let us se who were allowed to take advantageof this law in the attempt to secure magnificent

State lorest lands in exchange tor lands teat tno
lumbermen have stripped of timber. They were
tlie verv men, including Henry D. Patton, whose
same appears with Forest Commissioner Basselin'a
in tha certificate of incorporat on of the Beaver
Kiver Lumber Company as stockholder and trustcn.
To show how o .ident it is that Commissioner

Basselln was first led on by Patton & Co.- it is only
necessary to examine the records chronologically.
It' is very easy to show how, step by step, be was
first given capital to work his Beaver P.iver district
by Patton ti Co., then shown the possibilities of
several other companies and then asked to favor an
outrageous exchange of land proposed by Patton's
lCverton company, to which he, after refusing tho
application of dozens and dozens of others, acceded.If this is not a case that demands the attentionof the Legislature there never was one in
tho State.

POOIII.Y CONCEALED FAVORITISM.
Immediately after the passage of tiie Hadley law

applications for exchange of lands in xhe Adirondackregion began to pour in upon tho Comptroller..One of tho first applications was from H.
It. Woodruff, of Duace, Franklin county. He ie n
farmer and wanted to consolidate his farm lands.
lie was not one 01 mo lavorue jumoernten, auu
when the Comptroller sent his application to the
Forest Commission the roply that camo back was
that the exchange could not bo recommended.
Tho next application came from John Kurd, enclosinga plan showing what ho wanted of State
lands in township 14, one of the most beautifulaud valuable In the whole Ad roodack region,
and what lauds he offered in exchange, with the
statement that he would pay as high as $3 an aero
difference for the State land in township 14.
This was three years ago. lloyd Hadley,
an appraiser, has just recommended that the
Kvarton company be given these very same lands
at an averago price of $>1 18 an acre. 'Ihey are

worth, according to the best information obtainablein .State departments caring for publio lands,
fully $& an aero, and the statement is made that at
a recent sale of private lands in the same vicinity
$10 an acre was asked and readily paid.

APPX.ICA1IOJJH EEf'USED.
Mr. Ilurd is a lumberman, but evidently not a

favorite with tho Forest Commission. When his
application was forwarded to tho commission on
July -3, lb87, this reply was received:

Statk of New York, )
Tub forkst comjussiox, \

Albany, July 1!s, 1887. )
To the ConpraoLtrr. or th.k Statk oy .New Vout:.
Sik.Your lotter of the 25th with the proposition

SIOOOU Illi W0SCU»U||0 nvo.v, m» t. tuo VI .>. ^ »'

township Great Tract I, .VlcUomba purcuase, lor curtain
Stats lands tu the Si. t# and of township 14. adjoining,duly received. I'll reply would call your attention to
the following resolution, which was unanimously
adopted at a meeting of the commission held June in,
lb»V '"{bat. ia the opinion of this commission, it is inexpedientto soil any Stato lands, and that tho Commissionershoreby express their entire disapproval jf tbe
sale of any State lands, as provided for in chapter 47(> of
the i.awa of lMriT, commonly known as tho Hatiley bill:
Vours respectfully, ABNlili L. TRAIN. Secretar}.
Similar applications for exchange of" lands under

tbe Hadley bill were made to tlie Comptroller by
Cantwell, Badger Cantwell, of Malone; Frederick
U. Builard, of Glens Falls, and others. Inconsequenceof the unswir received by the Comptroller
from tbe Forest Commission on Mr. Hum's applicationthis formal reply was sent to all applicants:.

State op Nbw York. Comptroller's Office, )
Albany, Ju'y 29, 1887. )

Sir.The sale or exchange of small do ached parcels of
Stato lands iu the forest proserve is authorized by chapter475 of the l.aws of 1887, but said law ts practically inoperative,as tho Forest Commission now declines to
recommend any such tale or exchange. Your applicationhas been bled in this department, so that if saies or

exchanges be rnaae under tbe provisions of said law it
will receive proper consideration in its older, in which
case you will be duly notified. Respectfully yours,

Z. WESTliKOOK, Deputy Comptroller.
Mr. Hurd is still waiting, as are all the others,

except the Everton Lumber Company, the presidentof which is a partner with Forest Commis!sioner Basselin in tho Beaver Kiver Lumber com,pany and whose interests are identical with his
and* against the State park. The Forest Comtnia!sion still declines to formally repeal its resolution
of June 10, 18t57, disapproving of the Hadley law,
although it has favored the Everton Lumber Comjpany's application, and the Comptroller is still BendingWord t<i all other applicants that^the law is
practically Inoperative.

BASSELIN'S WORK SHOWS.
Let us consider how it was that the Everton LumberCoiupatiy could secure such great advantage

under the Hadley bill front a commission, that had
denounced that law right after its passage. The
denouncement was made, as we have seen, by a
funLnHnn nf (ha xnmtnioalnn r,oa««,1 .Tnna tfl 1 ««7

and for almost three years all of the many applicationfor tue exchange of private for State lands
were refused. During this time the plans of the
conspirators were maturing.

'l'he records of the Secretary of State's office
show that on April 12 Henry 1). Patton, Creorgo K
Dodge and David H. Patton incorporated the liverton.Lumber Company with a capital ol $su,000.
Mr. Patton made no application under the Hadley
actio obtain State Jaud until August 1, 1 <J0. Now
notice that on August 14, one ween later, Forest
Commissioner Basselin formed ihe Beaver River
Lumber Company, with Heury Patton as president,
About this time there was a good deal of smelling
around the Comptroller's office to see what whs
thought there of an exchange of forest lands. Nd
direot statement was made and the Comptroller repliedthat he first wanted to imow what State lands
were wanted and what lands were oll'tred in exchangetherefor. He was very much tniprised on
September 22, one month after Commissioner BasBelinhad gono into the lumber deal with Mr. Pattonin the Boaver Hirer Company, to receive noti

thut thrt f'.ntn miAuinn >i«rl vntoH tn

grant ilr. P*tton, of the Evertou Company, an exchangeof lands which lor nearly three years had
been denied to everybody else.

'IHJt COMMISSION'S CHANGE 05" BASK,
Hero is the official correspondence on this subject:.

State op New York, Fores? Commission, t
Albany, Is. y., Sopt. 22, lbao. JHod. Edward Wemfle, ConiptroUer. Albany:.

8iK--Enclosed are copies of applications* made to the
Format Commission by the Evervon Lumber Company for
the exchange of lana.s us specified therein under the provisionsof chapter ao. 475 of tue i.awa of IrtnV. At a
meeting of tue 1 orest Commission held September 18,
lnwi, it was voted that this commission recommend an

exchange of land with the Kverton Lumber Company in
accordance with the terms of the application of said companyunder date of August 7 and 20. loW, provided that
in eifectiug such exchange the State shall acquire legal
title to »t least twenty-six thousund acres in return tor
twelve thousand acres, the title to which the State Is
ashed to convey to the said Kverton Lumber Company.
Respectfully yourB, AhNEK L. TRAIN, Secretary.

CAUTIOUS COMPTROLLER WIMPLE.
It was noue of the Comptroller's business, much

as he might be astonisii«d by the Forest Commissionso suddenly changing front, and- all he could
do was to send the letter of the commiss.on and
the application of the Evertou company to the AttorneyGeneral. He didn't propose, moreover, to
take any more responsibility than was necessary
in this evident scheme to grab State lands, and so
his letter referring the whole matter to the AttorneyGeneral was very carefully written.' It was
couched in this language:.

State of Ni:w York, Comptroller's Office, )
Albany, Oct. 1, ISjo. j

Hon. Charles F. Tasor. Attorney sioneral:.
Deah Sir.Enclosed herewith please hnd the applicationof the Kverton Lumber Company for an exchangoof lands in the forest preserve, together with a coinrnu-

nication from the forest 0'.>ninii»>-ion recommendingthat such exchange ho made, all of which are referred to
iu, »>» »» >"» it is vne wish

of suit) company, which pays tho expanses of appraisal,that all its lands ollerod in exchange siiould be appiaUed
prior to the selection of any of its lands by the .Suite.

we intarpret tho provisions of cU^pter475 of tliei.uws
of lfc>>*7. under which the said application is made, it
properly devolves upon your department to procure ihe
required appraisal* and also to puss on the title of the
lands to be received in enebanice. After such appraisaland subsequent selection «f the lauds by this uepait-
uient the company will submit to you for examination its
abstract of title to such respective lands. ttespectfuily
yours, EDWaKO Wfc.Mri.ti, Comptroller.
Mr. Tabor did not jjropose to be implicated in any

way in this scheme, and he was very careful to
simply follow out the law, the real object of tbe
passage of which was nuvr upparent. He turned
the whole matter o>er to an Albany lawyer, whose
only duty it was to go betora the judges of the
counties in which the sought after Statu lands were
located and secure the appointment of the three
appraisers.

THE EVEHTON* GRAB.
It is perhaps unnecessary to say that Commie-

sioner Ba'sseiin's partner iu tho Beaver Rivur Com-
pany, Jlr. Patton, has selected for the Everton
Lumber Company to gobble dp the most valuable
and beautiful part of tho Adirondack region owned
u) iuu ciltld. xiu \imy auji-uia acres or
the best forest lands owned by the State, from
which to skim the cream in the shape of 12,000
acres of extra choice lauds, for which ho orfers
c6,3>J!) acres of almost absolutely worthless land,
from which the State cau nelect 26,000 acres. 1'he
rccorumoimr.tion of the F.-rost Commission that
2ti,o0o acre-s be required for 12,000 while Coxy should
not deceivo anybody. It would be very strange if
the Everton Lumber Company or any oompany
would not be perfectly willing to give fifty acres of
denuded forest land for one acre untouched by tho
woodman's axe. '1 he provision of the Forest Commissionwag tho poorest sort of a blind.

I shall have more to say hereafter of the relative
value of the State virgin' forest lands sought to be
grabbed through the connivance of tho Forest
Commission and the lands offerod by the Everton
Eutiibor Company after they have boon stripped
and denuded or tho merchantable timber.
Tho appointment of the appraisers, the value put

on the State and privato land, both of whioh they
appraised, and their signed report made last week,
condemning the one which the iuuiber company is
after and praising the other which the lumber
company wants to aet rid of. will provide another
very interesting chapter in the Hxiu.xj> expose of
the Adirondack conspiracy.

), WEDNESDAY, JANUAR

PUBLIC NEEDS
POINTED OUT.

Governor Hill's Annual Message Informing
the Legislature What

the State Requires.
DEMAND FOR AN ENUMERATION

Reform in Methods of Taxation to Secure
an Equitable Division of the

Burden Between Personal
Properly and Realty.

RAPID TRANSIT FOR NEW YORK.

Compulsory Arbitration for itoo Settlement oi

Disputes EelWfeu Corporations and
Their Employes and Regulation

of Private Detectives.

PROTEST AGAINST THE FORCE BILL.

Albany, Jan. 6, 1891..Governor Hill sent in his
annual message to tlie Legislature to-day. It reads
as follows

Statr of New York, )
Executive Chambkb, Albany, Juu. (J, 18S1. j

to the lh ilf-laluiuc:
In entering upon the seventh and last year of

my service as cnief executive of the Stute, I will
not affect to conceal my Rratiiicat on at tho fact
ttiat for the first time duriuir tho past seven years
the popular bianch of tho Legislature) U in political
accord with the executive.

I congratulate you and tho people of the State
that notwithstanding the existence of an unfair
and unjust apportionment the popular voice lias
at last fouuil expression in the selection of one
house, of the Legislature which is in harmony with
tlie sentiments of a majority of tho people.
While it is true that one body alone cannot

enact the legislation demanded by the public initerests, yet it is believ d tha* the potent influence
o! the rccent popular verdict is such that the
whole Legislature will now bo inclined to respect
the popular wishes which have been so emphaticallymanifested and heretofore so long disregarded.
The measures which the people require are well

understood. Foremost among thmi is the propositionfor an enumeration of the inhabitants of the
State in conformity with the express requirements
of the constitution.

AN ENUMERATION PKHAXBED.
An enumeration is necessary for the purpose of

basing thereon a reapportionment of the Senate
and Assembly districts. The federal census of
lfciSu, defective as it is generally believed to be,
demonstrates clearly tho injustice of the jreseut
apportionment. That apportionment was based on
an enumeration talren fifteen years ago, and since
then the population of the btate, according to the
federal bureau's count, baa increased more than
l,aou,(M,0. Nearly one-tourth of the inhabitants of
the State havo b»en denied just representation by
the Legislature's persistent refusal to authorize a
new enumeration. The federal figures show, innathuv in that llinro hinlun in ( 1, .

last lifteen years radical changes in the relative
number of inhabitants in various localities
of the State. Iu the cities of New York
and Brooklyn the increase of population
is at least £00,000, while moet of the
other cities of the Sttte have grown proportionately.Yet b5,000 people in St. Lawrence county
are represented in \he Assembly by three members,while nearly eiguteen times as many in New
York, and ten times as many in Brooklyn, continue
under the present apportionment to be representedby only eigh; and four times as
many membera respectively. Under a fair
apportionment, based ou - an accurate enumeration,Mew York would be entitled to
thirty-three or tbirty.-fo.ur members of Assembly
instead of twenty-lour and Kings comity would
have seventeen member? instead of twelve. In theSenatethe section of the State below the Harlem
liiver would be represented by fourteen Senators
instead of eloven. It is a flagrant wrong loiisjer to
deny a fair representation to cities which pay more
than half ot the State taxes.
Tcere need not be another census, but a simple

enumeration of the inhabitants is all that is desirableand all tUat the constitution absolutely requires.it seems to bo now generally conceded, no

previous years, that u collection of statistics,
other than a simple enumeration, would be a uselesswaste of fjubiic auuoy and a wholly unneces,sary procedure. The people desire and expect at
this time a simple enumeration, and thai is all.
They have protested in unmistakable terms
against the political injustice involvod in the oontinuanceof the present inequitable apportionment
of the bee ate ana Assembly districts, and they doisire to see the wrong speedily righted in the most
inexpensive and simplest manner permitted by the
constitution.
The duty of the Legislature i» p^ain. It should

provide for the taking of an enumeration, to the
end that a fair and just apportionment may toilow
in due time, 'lhat duty cannot be neglected or
evaded without the violation of the official oaths
of those who perpetrate the wrong. It should be
faithfully perrormed regardless of political or
other irrelevant considerations.

A JUbT AND SEASONABLE EXCISE LAW.
The necessity tor a revision of existing excise

laws has been repeatedly demonstrated. It was in
1857.over thirty years ago.when the present partialor imperfect general excise law now in force
was enacted. Since that date our population has
enormously increased, so that it is now about twoithirds greater than theu, and with this increasing
populali n, tending more and more to concentrationin our large cities and populous towns and
villages, inevitable and decided chauges have
come in the conditions under which the excise
laws 'xiu8> be administered. Numerous innovationshave been wrought in the oustoms as well a3
the opinions of the people during that long periou.
Restraints and regulations then enforceable are
not now effective or sufficient. Many restrictions
and methods of procedure then adopted are not
now desirable. Provisions theu applicable ara not
now appropriate or suited to large bodies of our
most industrious and respectable citizens.
me rerneay is piaiu, una was concisriy stated

several years ago by one of my distinguished predecessors'iu the following language: "What is
needed is to substitute for all existing laws on the
subje.ct a carefully prepared statute, reasonable in
its limitations ami restraints, clear and explic t iu
all its provisions, aud, above all, Comple;e in itself,to be uniformly, steadily and constantly onforced."
The provisions of such a general law should bo

fair, plain and concise and so framed as to be capableof being easily understood, especially by those
who are expected to obey it and who are so largely
affected by its privileges and penalties.

It is believed that the people are opposed to oppressivesumptuary laws, aud iu the contsmplatod
revision the aim should be to afford tlio individual
citizen the largest liberty consistent with good
order aud the public safety, while at the same timo
not offending the moral sense of the community,
but seeking 10 ui.tigate and suppress the conceded
evils of intemperance.

THE PROHIBITION AMENDMENT.
Two Legislatures having passed the prohibition

amendment, it must now be submitted to the peopleagreeably to the provisions of the constitution,
it is the clear duty of the Legislature to provide
lor its submission. It is immaterial whether tho
amendment itself was wisely or unwisely passed
by previous Legislatures, or whether it would meet
the appro* 1 of the present Legislature if th©
question was presented to it on its original merits,
'ilio good faith r propriety of its passage in other
years cannot bo properly considered now.

It is believed that after a careful investigation
of the questi us of law and propriety involved, to
\»hich your attention in invited, it will be apparent
mm uuuuiuuiu logismuuij js uosn-acio as woii a*

absolutely required, and that the most feasible and
wisest course to be pursued is the speedy enactmentot a proper law containing the necessary provis,ons for the due submission of the amendment
at the next annual ejection.

THE JUDIlIAHY AMIiNDHKST.
Two Legislatures having duly passed an amendmentto tho judiciary article of the constitution

providing for the election of additional justices of
the Supreme Court, it will bo tho duty of the presentLegislature to provide by suitable legislation
for its submission to the people.
The last Legislature passed an act for that purpose,but it proved defective aud failed to receive

Executive approval after the final adjournment of
the Legislature, anil hence another act baeomes
necessary at this time.

BEFOBil IN MKTIJODg OF TAXATION.
The subject of taxation, always an intorestine

aud important quostion, is one demanding your
earnest attention, especially at this time.
The condition of the agricultural interests of tho

State, which are closely allied wi(U its general
prosperity and largely affected by any system of
taxation, may appropriately be taken :nto considerationin determining what changes in present
methods are most desirable.

ihouglitful observers who have made the subjectsof toxation and values their careful study for
many years estimate that the value of the personal
property of our State nearly equals tile value of

Y 7, 1891.TKIPLE SHEETltsreal estate. This view is largely cor firmed by
the repented statements of our State Assessors and
is further partially corroborate.! by the records of
our clerks' offices and surrogates' courts as we'l «s
other accessible information. If, however, this estimateshall seem to bo exaggerate I, it may at least
be safely asserted that the value of per.-o al i rot>
erty exceeds seventy per cent of the value of real
estate, and that such tact would be amply estab-
lished under a proper system of taxation.
Tet tne assessment rolls of the State under exist-

leg laws make a very d il'ereat exhibit. According
to tho present assessment, the qualiraUou of
which was fixed in October last, the personal
property In the State is valued at only $385,329,131,
while the real estate is valued at $3,298,323,481, the
personal property thus being assessed at only
about one-eighth as much as tho real estate.
The manner in which assessments are to be made

is fixed by the lievised Statutes, which provide
that the taxable personal property ownod by a
person shall be taxed at its full value "after de-
ducting the just debts owing by him."
This latter provision has existed without change

or amendment ever since its first enactment iu
1828, although its utility'has often been seriously
questioned. Every effort at modification has been
stoutly and successfully resisted, notwithstandingit has been repeatedly proved that its existence
furnishes the avenue through which personal
property substantially escapes all taxation.
The facility with which taxation is evaded under

the opportunities afforded by this clause furnishes
a strong argument for its repeal.
Bcal estate now bears about eighty-nine per cent

of our direct Stato taxation, and the injustice of
this situation is so apparent that it is believed the
Legislature cannot longer refuse to provide some
relief.
The present system of taxation is regarded not

only as inequitable, but as inconsistent.
While it permits the amount of the indebtedness

of an owner of personal proporty to be deducted
from his assessment, uo such reduotion is permittedto tho i.wner of real estate, even though his
indebtedness may ba represented by a mortgage),
judgment, encumbrance or other specific lien upon
such real estate. It is difficult to defend so unreasonableund unfair a proposition. The effect of
thi3 situation is that the statute iu theory autuorizesor permits a double taxation.

I believe In the just and equitablo doctrine that
real aud personal property should bo placed upon
an tiqual footing lor all purposes of taxulion.
Whatever rule is adopted should be applied

without unjust discrimination. Either the questionof indebtedness should be eliminated entirely
from the maiter of taxation of jiroperty, or else ail
taxable property should be treated alike in respect
to such indebtedness.

If. however, the Legislature, in its wisdom, shall
hesitate to adopt the radical changes hereinbefore
outlined, another method of reaching personal
property for the purpose or taxation may be found
in the plan of a graduated probate and succession
tax upon the personal property of decodenti.

MAKllIAGK AND DIVORCE.
The Legislature at its last session passed an act

(chapter 205 of the Laws of lHiHi) authorizing tho
Governor, by and with the advice and consent of
the Senate, to appoint three commissioners to pro|mote uniformity of legislation in the Duitwrl states
on certain subjocts, particularly the laws relating
to marriage and divorce; and in pursuance thereof
threo abie and well known lawyers.viz., iuenryit.
Boekman and William L. Snyder, of New York, and
Irving Browne, of Albany, were duly »p'pointed and confirmed, who are now engagedin the discharge or their important duties,
and are expected to make a preliminary report
to the Legislature at its present session embody-
1U(|=«»i. UVl.OlU IU uu 1

desirable to facilitate tho excellont objects sought j
to be accomplished. I bespeak for tlieir report *

that cartful study wbicli the character of ihe sub- t
ject justly demands. c

IMPROVEMENT Cj COUNXBT ItOADS. I
I renew my previous recommendations with ref- t

erenee to tho improvement of couutry roads. f
Whili the suggestions upon this subject made ia s

my annual message a year ago seemed to meet
popuiar approval very generally throughout tho
btiitp, they were misapprehended by some persons, c
who appeared to have Inferred that tho plan, as t
presented, involved the assumption by the state of
control over tho highways or tho heavy bonding of c
founties for the construction of new roads and
improvements. 8
Ko such implication was intended to be convoyed p

in the recommendations. Tho plan suggested In- 1
volved merely tho construction at State expense e
and under State aupervision of two highways run:ning transversely through each oounty, intersect:ins: ia about the middle of the oounty or at its v
principal place, and so connected a? to form a t
network of well built roads through the State. It n
was not intended tha: the Stato should assume t
greater reai>onsibility than this, but it was be- r
lieved that to this extent the matter of road imjprovement was one of State importance.adding a
largely to the wealth and attractiveness of the a
State, as it would, by bringing agricultural lands S
into easier and closer access to the towns, en- fc
hancing the value of rural property and at- d
trading, especially in the summer months,
large numbers of strangers to the State, b
X am as much opposed as any one ii
call be to the assumption by tne State r
of any unnecessary powers or responsibilities, but
the initiative of so great an undertaking as the a
systematic and scientific improvement cf our high- 0
ways must be taken by the State, or no genuine n
A1HI iOtWlili V>t» n fttVUiUyilOUUU. 1UU OOSt £
Individual efforts must necessarily be local and d
spasmodic. c

BAPID TRANSIT IS SSW T0H2. jr
The Dead of legislative action to facilitate the

acquirement of means of rapid transit iu tho ci*y r
| of New York becomes more imperative each year. t
Such action cannot longer be deferred without r
seriously retarding the city's growth ana pros- a
parity. f
As to the general nature of the legislation re- k

quired there is now practically no controversy, gSuch differences as have heretofore existed were t
substantially reconciled at the last session of the n
Legislature. A rapid transit bill failed of enact- fc
mem at that session solely becauss the majority of
onr brauch of the Legislature rut used to accept in \
the measure the salutary principle of homo rule in
the appointment of a commission. It is to be o
hoped that no such shortsighted impulse will a
again be the means of depriving the people of New
York from much needed facilities for local transit. n
In a matter so distinctly of local ot ncsrn and im- ii
portr.iice as the laying out of transit routes and the
supervision of transit methods the local auttiori- t
ties, by themselves or officers of their seleo- r<
tion, should be invested with the control c
and responsibility, l'o deny thom that right is to s
deny self-government to the chioi' city of the
Ktate. Much aa the poople of .New York desire t
rapid transit, they do not desire it, in my opinion, s
as the price for the surrender of the principle of a,
homo rule. Thsir earnest devotion to the main-
tenance oI this principle was maniiested during pthe controversy over the so-called World's Fail' bill d
last spring, and compelled fin,illy its recognition ],
by the Legislature, although the desperate effort to y
defeat that principle provoked aua prolonged an r
uiuuiiuiiaiv uuuiett wuiva cojceaemy lost .New
York the World's Fair, in view of recent evonts,
h< wever, it is not believed that any further serious fi
opposition to this principle will now be mani- v
tested.

THE INTEKKSTh OF LABOJ>. f
During the labor diiliouHies aria ug out of tho <3

strike of certain of the emp.oyes of tho New YorK c
Central and Hudson River Ka;lroad company last >
summer, there were developed two defects or omissionsiu ihe statutes of our State to which the
careful attention of the Legislature is directed, t\
one relating to the arbitration of labor disputes,
and the other concerning the employment of privatedetectivrs.
The statute creatina the Board of Arbitration and

Mediation, which provides for the amicable adjust- a
incut of labor controversies, contemplates that tha v
functions of the Board Bhali only be invoked by jthe voluntury action of both of the parties to ^
tho dispute. Hither party may decline to ac- v
cept tho intervention of the Board, and for 1
such refusal there is no remedy or penalty a
prescribed. The theory of tne statute seems .
to be that tho State simply creates a fair and im- c)
partial standing tribunal which is always at baud, j,
and to which tne parties 10 a labor controversy aro r
at liberty, without any expense to themselves, to t
voluntarily submit their differences for amicable ,

adjustment; but no method of compelling such £
submission is provided.
Tlnn is probably ail that can be accomplished by j,

legislation to facilitate the arbitration 01 such con- ]j
troversies as between individuals; but as between s
corporations and their employes it is believed to pbo possible as well as feasible to enlarge the scope c
of the existing statute by making such arbitrations a
compulsory. c
Corporations are the creatures of the law, and

their management and actions, as well as the conductand re.atione of their employes, can, to a Urge
extent, be regulated by statute, and the enforce-
ment of arbitration practically controlled thereby. Jihe desirability of compulsory arbitration in
such casos, if the same can be successfully secured.
is a subject which invites discussion, and is worthy "

of your careful atteution.
PKiYATIC DETECTIVES.

' U

There is no express statute in our State which Jprohibiis or re^Uiates the employment of private *.
detectives during labor strikes. Ou such occaBionsemployers, whether they are corporations or ^lndiTiduals. have a lawful ripht under oxisting
laws to employ "Pinkerton's detectives," or any 0

otuer detectives, persons or organizations, even 0

though armed, uniformed and organized, and no *.
matter whore their residence may be to assist in the
preservation, protection and keeping possession of 0

their property; and this right is not affected by 11

the l'act that neither the State authorities nor rl

local officials have any direct control over the ^
actions of such detectives. This in the law, and ®:
thu desirability of its modification is the question ,suggested. j ^

ii. is anegeu w»v experience nas aciuonstratsa
that the use of the services of such detective* at "

such time* becomes naturally a source of irritaiiou
and inevitably provokes violence and disturbance "

which otherwise would not occur. It is true that
such detectives are liable like all other persons for r<

any imraction of the law, including unnecessary
violence, which they may commit, but being gen- J*orally strangers and uniformed tuo difficulty of "

their ldentihcation and detection where disturb- "f
ances oecur usually operate to defeat justice and
renders their employment more odious to the peo- a]

pie. it is contended by many good citizens that
the protection of property and the preservation
pf the peace in such emergencies may al- L
way* more safely be intrusted to the constable, w
the policeman, tip Sheriff or other public official, rt
aud if these instruments prove inadequate, then ft
the reputable citizens constituting tiie uusoe comi- ei
tatus of t e oouuty, and ultimately to the military ai
if necessary, rather than that resort should be had is
to an organized, armed, uniformed, unofficial body si
of non-res.dents. Private detective organizations di
are comparatively modern institutions, and it is

WITH SUPPLEMENT.
urged with much force that In the absence of «
istmg laws upon the subject it is the true provin
as well as the duty of the Sta'.e, through its Leg
lature, either to prohibit ttie employment or to C
liue the functions, regulate the duties and restri
the powers of such organizations.
In framing such a remedial statute care shon

be exorcised not to unnecessarily infringe upc
the Inherent vightu of citizens and property ow
era, but while rel aying the people from the alius
now complained of, the just i rerotratives of s
classes should be recosmlzed an ! rt-spectcd.

OCNTESTRD RLSCTION*.
I had the honor at the last session of the Leg!

lature to suggest, in a special message, an ameu
meut to our constitution thereby the determin
tion of contest d elections of members of tl
Legislature miyht be vested in the cour
rather than in tho Legislature itself, at
I recommended, further. such action 1
the Legislature as would be J.kely
bring the subjeot to the attention of Congres
with a view to securing ultimately a similar amem
ment to the federal constitution. Such a transfi
ut jurisdiction I believe had not been previous
suggested by any public officer in the Unite
States, and whether on account of tho novelty
the suegestii n or a disapproval of it, tho rocor
Lijtiuuutiuu icujiiweu uuwieu uyuu at me aujouri
me lit of the Legislature. At the timo it was toad
however, it was generally supported by the publ
press, and since then the idea, so far as it relate
to mombers of Congress, has received tho strot
Indorsement of the distinguished Speaker of 11
Federal House of Representatives in a magazii
article published during the past summer.
I renew my suggestion for tho passage of a coi

surrent resolution submitting to the peoplo a
amendment to tho State constitution which wi
confer upon the courts tho exclusive authority t
lecide the elections of members of tho Legislature
Dur State would do well also in taking tlio lead I
arinj about a similar change iu the federal const
:utiou. Contests for legislativo offices would thei
mder »uch a modified system of adjudication, t
upon tho same plane with contests for other office
certiiicate of election would entitle the holder 1

etain his scat in the Legislature until ousted b
;ho judgment of a competent court, I do not fet
:hat the judiciary would be influenced by partisa
notlves, and the uet result wouid be, in m
opinion, a distinot gain in the direction of tt
mpartial determination of election cases.
(.'H1CKAMACGA AND CHATTANCOOA MILITARY PARK.
The Congress of the United States nas provide

for purchasing the battle Held of Chickamauga an
jbtaining thb roads along Missionary iiidge an
jier Lookout Mountain, and establishing tliereo
i national military park. The State of Georgia ha
:eded to the United States full jurisdiction ov«
;he Chickamauga field, ana tho authorities of Tci
lessee have ceded the roads already mentioned.
A national commission is now engaged in prepai

ng historical tablets to mark all tha lines of battl
n both fields. The act establishing the par
authorizes the Stales which had troops In thee
ampaigns to erect monuments upon the goveri
aent grounds to honor their fighting.
New York has alrrady made most liberal pri

rlslon for commemorating tho deeds of her 30ns i
Jcttysburc. I recommeiui that like action be take
jy tUo Statu, through the necessary legislation, 1
jroserve the history of Now York troops on thes
jolebratod fields about Chattanooga.

XIIK WORLD'S FAIB.
Federal legislation having authorized the schem

>f a great World's Fair in 1BU3, and Chicago havin
seen selected as tho city in which the fair shall t
»eld. it becomes the duty of each State in tl
Union to assist, as far as it may be able, in coi
ributing to tlio success of this national undertal
ug. The State of New York, with its commandin
>o»ition in tho list of States and its unlimited n
ources, ought not to be behind any other State i
he variety and extent of its representation. 1 rei
immend such legislation and liberal action as ma
>o deemed necessary to facilitate a proper oxhib
ion of tho htato's resources and to enable th
itate to participate with dignity in tho great exp<
ition.

OTHER RSCOMMEKDATIOXS.
Certain recommendations contained in my prev

ius messages may appropriately be renewed at thi
ime. They are as follows:.
First.A measure providing for an immodiat
ouatltutionai convention.
The basis of representation for such conventio
hould be the latest enumeration, and for tula puj
>ose the recont fedoral census may be utilized,
t If deemed advisable to do bo. There are no lega
r constitutional objections to such a course.
Second.An act to provide for compulsory votiiif
Third.A measure creating a State commissio;

kliicli shall include supervisory powers over gas
elegraph, electric lighting and telephone compi
lies, similar to the jurisdiction conferred upo
he Board of Railroad Commissioners over the rail
oads of the State.
t'uurih.An amendment to the Weekly Paymen
ot of last year (chapter 388 of the Laws of 189(
pplying its provisions to steam surface railroads
iich railruads were exempted by that act, but it i
elieved thai no adequate reasons exist for sue]
.iscriinitiation.
it might bo well enough to further amend the ac
y expressly declaring that its provisions were no
ateuded to apply to officials of municipal corpcations who receive stated salaries.
fittn.An amendment to the "Corrupt Practice
ct" of last year ;chupter U4 of the Laws of 1891
xtecdiug and applying its provisions to the com
littees ot every political party. The propriety o
furthor amendment compeiling the filing by cat
idates of an itemized verified statement o£ thei
xpenditures In obtaining nominations is also sut
ested.
Sixtn.A measure affording legal faciUUc
Thereby a successful candidate who can be prove
o nave ooiaiuea voies Dy oviDery or Other co!
upt or Illegal meaus od the part of himself, hi
pent or his political committees may be ouste
rom office by proceedings in the nature of a qu
warranto by the dofeated candidate aud the latte
lven the office in his stead, provided it appeal
hat neither the defeated candidate nor his con
aittees have used any corrupt means to promot
lis election.
Uevent/t.An act providing for the compulsory ii
estigation of fires.
E.ght.i.An act abolishing the confirming powe
a the part of the Senate except where expressi
uthorized by the constitution.
JS'inln.a.u act to provide for a special labor con
lission to suggest measures in the interest c
»b«r.
Tzath.An not abolishing the State Board of Char

ies and btate Board of Health, and vesting the!
espeetlve powers in single officers, thereby coi
en tracing responsibility and improving the publi
ervice.
KltvenOi.A measure providing for the inauguri
ton of a system of manual training in our pubii
chools. This topic was fully discussed in m
nnual message of i887.
Twtifi'L.A measure providing a comprehensiv
lan tor the creation oi a State park in the Adiroi
actss. The necessity and advantages of such legii
ition were fully set forth in a special message las
ear, to \vhioh the attention of the Legislature
espectiuliy directed.

FINAXCE8,
Thr State debt has betn reduced during the pa?
seal year by the payment of *>iuu,000 Niagara rese
ation b nds and $1,710,560 canal debt.
On the i(0th day of September, 1890, the toti
unded debt was j4,904,3u4, classified as foil, ws:.
reueral fund (Indian annuities) $l'i'2.6S
fanal debt i :ui «1

(iagara reservation fund 500,Ui
Total $4,91)4,31;

>geregate sinking fund 3,i63,7:<
Total debt unprovided 'or, but not yet

duo $1,800,53
The tax rate tor the ourront fiscal year Is tw
nd thirty-four one-liuudrodthg mills (2 34-10'J
rhioh on tbe present assessed valuation will yiel
,a,oi9, lib 17. The reduced tax rate is occasione
>y tbe fact that by reason of Executive disapprc
al latter tbe adjournment of tbe Legislature 1
isS!)) of various appropriations, amounting in th
ggregate to over one million eight hundred thov
uud dollars ($1,SOO,OUO), there was left a surplu
f tbat amount in tbe treasury, which was utilize
a lovo in lessening tbe amount necessary to b
aised for this fiscal year, and became of tbe fui
her fact tbat the assessed valuation of taxabl
ropexty had been inoreased nearly $100,UW,0<J
inee the previous yoar.
'ih£ amount received from notaries during th

ist fiscal Year is the u.wa of $32,162 50. There ha
eou received from tbe "pool tax," bo called, ih
urn of $22,371 25, and from tbe special tax on coi
orations the sum of $1,158,IKS 41, and from th
ollateral iueritanco tax the sum of #1,117,037 Y(
ud ir^m the special tax on the organization o
orporations the sum of $220,710 D4.

DAUGKllOtlS JTKKEBAL LEGISLATION.
There in ponding In the federal Congress
jeasure popularly designated with great acourac;
s the "Force bill," which is desiguad to exten
sderal control over Congressional elections.
In the defeat of that e;iort the State of New Tor
nd every other State in tho Union has a vital is
srest. Ostensibly to promote pure elections, tli
leasure in reality is an unworthy scheme to pel
etuato part san control, it is a iiancerous step il
tie direction of centralized government, it is un
merican and revolutionary, it is an unwarranted
surpation of the rights and privileges of States
t authorizes tue employment "of an arm/ of fad
ral oitecers and the expenditure of many "million
f dollars. It practically annuls many State law
ud places the determination of federal elec
.una absolutely in tho hands or purtisai
ilicers. The eflect of Us enactment and enforce
lent must inevitably be to infringe the sacra*
ifjUt of representation, to buud up a powerfii
artisan machine dangerous at all times to the fre.
spression of popular sentiment, to turn ove
ie control i f government to an oligarchy of office
olders, to excho conflict between State and fed
rai auth l'ity, and to broaV down respect for lav
ad reverence for our political institutions aznonj
ie ignorant. In the Soutu it would be the meain
f arousing race prejudices which would thrc-aiei
ie order and prosperity of those communities an<
ikindlo the dying embers of sectionalism.
i urye tno legislature, by resolution or other
ise, us uiay seem beat, to express so emphatically
s condemnation of the proposed legislation tha
ic uuited voice of New York's representatives it
ongress may bo secured to avert troni the btali
nd the country tue evil effects of 80 un wise a law

CONCLUSION.
I cannot conclude my last annual message to thi
gislaturo without cordially acknowledging thi
liiing co-operation and assistance which 1 liavi
roeived during all the years of my administrate
om my associates the State officers. Tnaii
irne^tuess and ability hare been conspicuous
nd whatever success has accompanied the admin
tration of the Stat* government during the las
z years is dun in a large degree to their faithfu
BVotion to the public interests.

DAVID B. HILL.
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£ [l3T TELKOBAP.H TO THE UFBALD.]
;o Albany, Jan. 6, 1891..Jones has put bis foot in

his pail of milk. The lieutenant Governor whisked
his tail around to-day to drive away the Hill fly

s. that is lacerating his gubernatorial ambition. Ha
0 did it in his address of welcome to the State Sen'v
kl. ators, and he made all the Hill men swear that It
n would be the last addreai* ho would ever make in

^ the Capitol. After rasping tho republican Sonata
Jones remarked that it was tho sixth consecutive
session it had been his fortune to be Lieutenant

j Govornor, and add6d suggestively: .
d "Much as I may desire to retain my office I am
n barred by the unwritton law against third terms,

which is stronger in tho minds of the people than
j. a statute."

These words oreated a sensation In the Senate.
r~ It was a direct slap at Hill. Jones went on. He
e
k tackccl toward the Farmors' Alliance by stating that
ie It did not take a great amount of experience to

perform public duty; all the people wanted was

j. honesty. Then he got at Hill again by saying that
it human nature Is so constituted that perpetuity in
a office leads to a sense of ownership, and is not

j0 justice to others with equal or better claims.
Jones continued that the long holding of offioe

tempts one to forgot his obligations to the people,
. and attempts are likely to be made to change from
ie servant to master.

This was more than Uncle George Irwin could
s. stand, and he loudly applauded, and the whole
g Senate roared at the keen thrusts.
5" bhkehan's cup of ambition tilled.a

The angel of peace took off her bonnet and shawl
y and sat in the Assembly the whole session. Shee-

lian was elected Speaker and took Husted's old
). seat, while tho General selected the desk of William

on the floor. The Assembly of 1891 was called to
order with an ivory and gold gavel, presented to

ls the Speaker by his friend. Senator Cantor, A
number of floral devices on the desks of

0 prominent members gave the chamber a festive
n appearance. Many ladies added brightness to the
"

scene by their presence. The proudest of all of
them was Mrs. William Sheehan. Clerk Defreest
earned his first day's salary reading the Governor's
message in a voice that filled his hearers with de"light.

i- Speaker Sheehan's speech on taking the chair was

j1 a marvel of brevity and pood taste. His thanks for
tho honor were gracefully expressed, and then

t tersely saying that he did not beliovo in promises
') but in acts, he asked the further pleasure of the

3 the House. This was in sharp contrast, and probtiabiy so intended, to the opening speeoh of Speaker
t

Fremont Cole two winters ago. Cole then promtised in a long speech to make the brighest reoord
i- as Speaker in the history of tho State. He is nov

buried in a far Western town and his colleague oi

)) the Assembly Ceiling Comm ittee wields the gavel
L. in his stead.

(f DKAWIJJG OF SEATS.
i- Beyond the drawing of the seats, which was at-
f tended with the usual fun, therfc was nothing done
r. by the Assembly worth recording.

OH account of long service General Hasted, Html8ilton Fish, Blumenthal. Acker, Dr. Bush and Galnlagnor, of Erie, were allowed to choose their seats
without drawing for them.

s "Jimmy" evidently disliked giving up his old
a desk, but facetiously romarking that the democrats
o were entitled to the right side of the chamber, took
r No. 48, on the centre aisle on the left. Acker sat
a down in front of him and Fish behind him. Tim
i- Sullivan, for the first time in his life, wok a baok
o seat.

BUSINESS IN THE SENATE.
i- The Senate, being already organized, got down

to business at once. Kapid transit made a fight
,r right off. Ives put in tho Mayor's bill, wliioh he
y said was the Fassett bill of last session, with the

exception that it contained tho Mayor's commisi.siou.
>t Lispenard Stewart then presented the republicanKapid Transit biil, which he said was better
i- than the Ives bill, in that it required the votes
r of four of the five Commissioners to constitute a
i- majority.

ic CONTENDING FOR HOME RULE.
Ives said he was willing to accept this amendi-ment, but, he continued, the republican bill vlo,olated tho prinoiple of home rule in that it provided

y that the Governor, with the consent of the Senate,
should fill all vacacies on the commission Instead

e of the Mayor. That Ives said could not be accepted,
j. t'assett admitted that the diff rence in two bills
3- was in the appointing power to fill vacancies. Th»
it Mayor had made some good appointments
is and also some that were condemned by hia

own party pross. His rapid transit commission
ma »u Hxueneiit uue, niiu me uepuoucan Senate

it was willing to aooept it, but what i:\iarantee had
r. they that, in the event of a vacancy in the commission,ho would select a commissioner from
a good material.

And sitting down, Fassett remarked aside, "Wo
14 want no Divvers on it."
.0 Cantor joined with Ives in contending that the
10 principle of homo rule was involved in this questionof filling vacancies. Fassett added that he
14 was willing to go so far as to aliow the surviving
:2 Commissioners, by unanimous vote, to fill vacan- /1 cies in the commission. Cantor and Ivos sat silent

in their seats.
,2 After a while Ives said:."Let us pass this Rapid
0 Transit bill in ten days."
1 "You cau have it in ten minutes," responded

Fassett, "if you will agree to lot the Governor and
d not the Mayor fill the vacancies."
>. "But," he exclaimed with fire, "I don't believe
u you want rapid transit unless you can control the
3 commission."
t. Nothing more was said and the bill went to the
g Railroad Committee.

j haviij transit in the house.
o Ham Fish introduced a rapid transit bill in the

House. It is the Mayor's bill of last year in tha
e shape in which it was left after it had been
,0 amended by the Flsh-Gibbs combination, so as to

meet all tne objections of the Piatt faction, except
0 that the Mayor's commission 13 a part of it.
,a It is evident that the election has taught Mr.
u Thomas Piatt a lesson. He does not feel like flghtf.ing rapid transit this year. Fassett's 3tand to-day
e shows that Piatt has been forced to accept the
j( Mayor's commission, and all that he can find to
£ quibble about is whether the Mayor, or

practically the Senate, shall fill vacancies
on the commission. Piatt is not so anxious
to protect New York against its Mayor,a ae he is to have a finger in the pie by being in a

f position to force a deal with the Governor through11 his majority in the Senate. That is tbe whole
secret of Mr. Fassett a quibble to-day. But the in11troduction ut the bill, as described by Fish, and

l" tho feeling of the Miller men in the Senate makes
u rapid transit more of a probability this yaar than

at any time during the se6-eaw of last year.1 CONTESTED SEATS.
The Speaker announced as the Committee O'tT

1 Privileges and Elections, to whom oontests for seats
are referred, Messrs. Webster, of New York;
Endres, of Erie; Riley, of Rensselaer; O'Connor, of

61 Kind's; Gorman, of Albany; Southworth, of New
3 York; Stephens, of Franklin; Piorson, of Suffolk,

and Davis, of Livingston.1 BII.LS IN THE SENATE.

j Among bills introduced in the Senate were one
by .Mr. Stadler for the issue of special licenses,
from |ICO to $200, for the sale of liquors up to oca

" A. M. at balls, entertainments, kc.; by Mr. Chase,"

appropriating $'2,60*J>0UU to finish the Capitol; by
Mr. Saxt- u, prohibiting pool soiling on vessels.
aud by Mr. Coggeshall, prohibiting pool selling by
mail, telegraph, &c.. and anywhere except on auJthorized race tracks.

GOVKBNOR HILT, NOT A THIRD TEKMZB.
] (Governor Will will %*/» > J- *

term. lie his not boon friubtenod by Lieutenant
Governor Jones' extraordinary utterances in the
Senate to-day, but declined because be thinks

^ that two terms in the office are all
that one man la entitled to. The Gov.

1 ernor will not be interviewed on tbo subject. I
3 can say, however, that he will not run for Governor

a;;aiu. "iia" Murphy nays the Governor recently
expressed liimstlf very strongly on this point, even

» going so far as to say that if the nomination
3 should be tenderod to him unanimously he
a would refuse it. I buve other sources of iniformation than Mi. Murphy, and cau state
r positively that the Governor meant what he said
, in the opening and closing lines of his message,

which were to the effect that it was the last time
t he would address th<> Legislature in an annual
1 message. This leaves the benatorship just as it

was, but the politicians are wondering with r«r
newed energy if lull intends to succeed Evarts,


