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MILE IN Tl
» <s

Most Daring Chauffeur
Believes This Time Possibleby Automobile on
Straightaway Course.

ISSUES CHALLENGE
TO ALL THE WORLD

Offers Henri Fournier $3,000
for Expenses to Come to

America to Race.

HAS FORTUNF FOR BACKING

If Unable to Coax European
Cracks Over He Will Cross

the Ocean Himself.

BARNEY OIjDFTELD'S ambition is to
drive an automobile one mile in thirtyfiveseconds! If nerve will do it, Oldfleld'sambition will be realized, for
already he has proved himself the

most daring- chauffeur in America. It is
doubtful if there are any more daring in
Europe.

It was easy to reconcile the maker of
world's track records with the square shoulva.m<¥ t-j-r. 1 , «,"u : ~ ~ umiw**

eyes who talked with me of miles travelled
faster than the wind and of the almost
limitless possibilities of the automobile of
the future.
He spoke as composedly as if the subject

«were one for drawing room diversion, but
his strong' jaw and fearless mien gave indicationof that intrepidity that had guided a

space annihilating machine at a rate of
wixty-five miles an hour around the curves
of the Empire City track at Tonkers only a
itew days before.

Fast for n Trotting- Track.
He laughed at that speed-^-this gentlemanlyy6ung fellow of the smiling face who has

gone faster around a circle than any living
man. A mile in 55 4-5 seconds, he admitted,
is fast for the Empire track, when it is taken
into consideration that the oval had been designedfor trotters with two minutes as a

iprobable limit.
^ What Is the automobile limit?
' With the track and the day he predicted
lie would reduce the record for a mile on an

elliptic course to 50 seconds, or better!
;Whew! That is at the rate of seventy-two
miles or more an hour.including curves, too,
remember.
And the mile straightaway?
With the day and the course It will be

done In 35*aeconds.more than a. hundred
miles an hour! Double the speed of the EmpireState Express!
That, Barney Oldfield, demon among chauffeurs,promises to do with his present ninetyfighthorse-power motor racer.when he finilg

the course that will permit of it.
Automobiles may be built, he says, with

speed of practically no limit. They can be
made of such power, he believes, that no

human being will dare to extend them to
their ground-eating capacity. From this list
he doer not ev?n exclude himself.

He Challenges the World.
But with present day machines Barney

Oldfield stands eager to meet any racing automobilistin the world. He- has authorized
me to make his challenge ttroad and sweeping.He bars none.
He prefers to meet Henri Fournier becauseof the latter's great reputation in this

country, though there are three other Europeanracing experts who he thinks will be
harder, to beat than Fournier. These three
are Jenatgy, the Belgian, who finished first
for Germany in the International Cup race;
Gabriel, the hero of the curtailed ParisMadridrace, and Charles Jarrott, the EngSishman,who was injured in the Irish contest.
Any of these Oldfield will meet on a track

or an enclosed course, either in Europe or
'America. If sufficient inducements be offeredfor a. match across the water he will
sail on a week's notice, or if any of the foreigncracks will come to America for a

series of match races, he will personally
guarantee expenses and find backing for
himself to the extent of $20,000. He specifies
only that the contests must not exceed five
gcules. His reason therefor are given furtheron.
So eager is the American champion to

thaf "ho +V»<* Pariaion

crack $3,000 outright to come to Detroit for
» single match race at five miles, best two
in three heats, besides a percentage of receipts,a side bet and as many matches to
follow as Fournier wants.

i- Will Race Abroad Next Year.
.

1 If Oldfield fails to make a match with any
tof the European experts this year he plans
to cross the Atlantic in the spring of 1904 and
enter every race abroad in which he will be
eligible to compete. With this purpose in
view he already is having built by Henry
[Ford, at Detroit, a racing machine that will
ibe more powerful and yet lighter than his
present record smasher. To use his own
words it will be "the fastest automobile ever
concciv6d."
His present time demolisher, by the way,

is as wonderful as its driver. Oldfield is
confident it can beat .anything on wheels.
He thinks its work of 55 4-5s. on a dirt
trotting track- with sharp corners, built for
a two minute clip, immeasurably superior to
M. Angiers' mile record of 46s. with a
Mors racer over the straightaway Dourdan
road in France. He figures that there is at
least fifteen seconds difference between the
two courses. He expresses absolute confidenceof going under forty seconds on the
Dourdan route.

Oldfield is proud of his machine because
he helped to build it. Some automobilists
who looked the affair over while it was at
Empire Park last week were not slow to
declare it a freak. They averred it to be
absolutely useless except for short trials of
sDeed over a perfectly level surface.

What tlie Raeer Coa*lsts Of.
Briefly the machine consists of a square

frame with an engine mounted in front and
geared to one wheel, a cooler, four wheels
and a seat. There you are; everything exceptthe records, and they come when the
engine runs.
The entire mechanism is exposed, there

is no oiling system, no exhaust system or
muffler, no crank case, only one speed ahead
and that is on the high gear; no differential,no reverse, no rear springs, no governor.and direct drive with only the rear outsidewheel.
The racer cannot be used on the road unlessperfectly level and can turn corners or

curves only to the left. It has to be oiled
by can, one oiling lasting not more than
fifteen or twenty miles. The steering mechnnismis dangerously light, and handle bars
take th« place of a steering wheel.
Under the rules of the Automobile Club of

France the vehicle would be barred from
open competition in that country, as it would
also in other European countries. Automobilesbuilt for general road use must necessarilybe handicapped when entered in speed
competition on the track against such a
craft.
Barney Oldfield is quite honest in not

(claiming his machine to be anything but a
itraek racer. At that it beats the world. His
t&tftry of its construction is interesting.
"About two yea.r§ ago.'; lie said* w.'Xom"
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Cooper, the former bicycle champion, and
myself saw some automobile races at Detroit.We were so impressed with the sport
and with the interest shown by the spectatorsthat on the spot we decided to constructautomobile racers for ourselves. We
joined forces with Henry Ford, a mechanical
engineer, of Detroit, and equipped a small
shop of our own. Ford designed the machine,and he, Cooper and I worked on it,
completing it last October. We the\a built a

duplicate machine for Cooper's use.

"The engine is four cylinder. 7x7, cast in
one piece, with one water jacket," he continuedin description. "The steering device
is direct, as in small runabouts, and not
heavy enough for road use. The speed is
transmitted direct by large bevel gears.
There is a friction clutch and two shoes,
which expand on the inside rim of the flywheel.When applying power I let these
shoes slide on the rim and pick up gradually.
"Seven hundred revolutions of the flywheelcarries the machine along at a mile

a minute. 1 estimate that 1,400 revolutions
per minute is possible.

Figuring the power after the manner that
American manufacturers do, my engine de'PARENTSTO

BLUE
FORBAD CHILDREN'

_ -JiDGB H. W. BLAND,

Jurist of the Orphans' Court
in Reading, Pa., Delivers

Caustic Rebuke.

Reading, Pa.. Saturday.
'«»HE parents of to-day are entire££I ly too easy going," said Judge

H. Willis Bland yesterday, as
he discussed the sad case ol

I Mary Lorah, of Blandon. "They
allow their children to grow uj
pretty much as they please,

They exert no positive influence upon them
for good. They do not safeguard them with
proper parental restrictions.
"instead of subjecting their children to a

regular, rational, wholesome system of disciplineat home, some of these parents allow
their children to tramp the street, in dailj
and nigh+'.y contact with every degrading influence.The inevitable happens, and the>
find their children ruined. Thereupon the>
acquit themselves of all blame and place
the entire responsibility on the children. Is
this right?"

-appoints a guardian.
Judge Bland answered his own question ir

pnnrf hv annnintino- o mmr^ion Moim

Liorah, so that she might get permission tc
marry William Rissmiller, who is the fathei
of her child. The L.orah girl is about twentj
years old. Her parents strongly opposec
her marriage and would not give their consent,because, they declared, Rissmiller was
not a proper person for her to wed. To then
from his bench Judge Bla'nd read a sever*
and caustic lecture. He discussed the matterat length yesterday.
"Mr. Lorah's objection that the girl was

not sufficiently acquainted with household
duties to go a-marrying lets the cat out of
the bag. What has she been about all thes?
twenty years? And what have her parents
been doing? She ought to be well trained in
the duties of housekeeping by this time. She
is big, strong and healthy. There is no good
reason why a girl of her age should not be
thoroughly trained In everything necessarj
to the proper management of a home.
"If she were to be deprived of this opportunityof marriage she would go through life

in the shadow of an ignominy which would
forever blight her happiness and stifle the
promptings to a purer life. That the parentsshould be prejudiced against the guilty
paramour of their daughter is natural, but
that they should permit their indignation
toward him to blind them to the proper
consequences of it and the future of their
child is deplorable..
"It is better to repent what is past and

avoid what is to come than to gratify prejudiceand satisfy indignation at the awfu
cost of possible ruin of the life of theii
daughter.
"The situation is not an unusual one. Its

very frequency is what makes it the more

appalling. I have had several cases of this
character before me recently, and one fac1
that has hppn distinfit.lv nroved in all ol

them is that the children do not enjoy the
benefit of that constant parental guardianship,supervision and instruction which ir
the case of the average child are indispensableto the implanting of correct principleandthe formation of good habits. Parents
in relation to their children have rights, bu1
they also owe various duties to children anc
to society. It is their plain duty to preveni
their children from becoming social out
casts, first by discipline and instruction anc

then, as in this case, by making the best ol
the matter and trying as far as possible tc
atone for the wrong.
"In this case the Lorah parents have

known Rissmiller from his youth up. He
was permitted through many months to visil
their daughter without objection. Not one
word of objection was made until her unfortunatecondition became known to them
Then they protest that he is not a propel
character to marry their daughter.

"Is nui this gross inconsistency ?" ,

*
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velops exactly ninety-eight horse powe
One of its new features is that the inl<
valves open mechanically. The weight c
the machine is 2,400 pounds. The wheel bas
is 9 feet 9 inches, the tread 4 feet 6 inchf
and length over all about 13 feet."
The rear wheels are thirty-six inches an

the forward wheels thirty-four inches i
diameter. American pneumatic tires ai
used. The machine is wholly American i
design and workmanship, though Oldflel
admits that some of the best features c

foreign built gasolene engines were copied
But if the machine and driver are remarl

able, quite as remarkable is the manner i
which the latter prepares and executes .h
record work.

Takes His Life in His Hands.
"I realize that every time I go on a track

take my life in my hands," said Oldfleld t
me, "and consequently I see to it that I ai
right physically, that my car is right m<
chanically. and that the track is right. 1
other words, I must have perfect c.onfidenc
in myself, in my machine and in the cours
at tlie outset. I minimize the chances s
much as possible of being hurled to instai
death by the slightest flaw in any one (
the three.

Secret Staim
Once a

Recollections of Twee*
covered in the (

Old Coun

r\ IQTOHIAM TFI I ^ I IQF
jI 11 T l I. l.l.1.> V^JL.

AROUND the secret stairway recen
ly discovered in the City Hall clir
memories of William Marcy Twee
so fascinating that hundreds of Ne
Yorkers have been attracted to tl
place since last "Wednesday, wh(
a workman's hammer, dropped cla

tering into the pit, revealed the location
the hidden passageway.

,
Of those who have come to peer cautious:

into the darkness some have been so your
that Tweed to them is only a tradition save
from pure myth by the tangible Counl
Court House and the Fourth avenue tunne
Others have been of the generation in whic
the "Boss" flourished, and some few wei

; actual sufferers from his rule.
But of all who have come to tell tales

the secret stairway to willing listeners i
one can approach in knowledge and inte
esting information Martin Keese, now ar
for the last twenty-two years custodian
the City Hall. Mr. Iveese was in the She
iff's office near by during the Tweed day
but he was a frequent visitor to the Cit
Hall, which was not long afterward cori
mitted to his care, and all the politicians
that time knew him as "Marty." a title thi
changing administrations have not affected.

DOfcGING ANGRY CONSTITUENTS.

"That stairway," said Mr. Keese yeste
day, "was hidden away in the daytime und<
the Tweed and immediately succeedir
regimes. The Aldermen and the Councilmc
met at night. They served without paymeanwithout pay from the city.and m

after their business hours.
"Sessions were exciting and fagged oi

Aldermen were served with a supper by tl
janitor's wife. This was even before tl
time of 'the Boss.' And there was a ca
in the basement. A spiral stairway 1<
from the southeast corner of the room

the kitchen and the caf§, and before supp<
time members of the Board grew accu
tomed to the winding stairway in their tri]
to the cellar.
"The stairway discovered last Wednesda

when they undertook to renovate the roo
led <through the thick walls directly to tl
basement and thence by a passageway
the park. The walls are four feet thie
I believe that the stairway existed befoi
Tweed's day, although he and his associati
may have had it built for their own pu
poses.
"As I said, sessions then were excitir

and often stormy. In the middle of a. d<
bate there was not infrequently a need f(

' important conferences between two out <
: hearing, and down the stairway one reca
1 citrant member might go, to be follow?
t later to the basement by the leader of tfr
^ other side. Persuasion could be better a
5 tempted in the corridor below.

"It was a convenient way to the park, to
i for Aldermen whose angry constituen

were waiting in the hall above. It spare
? many a bitter meeting, for the passagewa
5 was not generally known, and as a rule

long hall in the basement was so dark ths
I no Alderman could have been recognize
t even by his most watchful enemy.

"What was true in Tweed's regime w;
i true in the days of the 'boodle' Alderme
' who were sometimes threatened for the
) reckless grant of franchises, and who cou

in this way come to and from the night se
; sions with greater security."

GAMING FOR HIGH STAKES.

> "Money flowed freely in those old da;
1 around the City Hall?" was- suggested

Mr. Kecse.
"Yes; one could see a good deal of it. T1

third secret exit was just in front of ti
h clerks' stand. It was a trap door cut in tl
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r. "I prepare myself for the racing season as
it faithfully as if training for a boxing match

or a hard bicycle race, and I keep myself in
se condition throughout the season. I take
;s plenty of outdoor exercise, plenty of sleep,

plenty of good nourishment and I avoid exdcitement, stimulants and late hours,
n "Now for the machine. I know it as I do
'e myself. I tinker with it, adjust the parts and
n tune it up almost daily. Not a bolt can be
d loosened without my knowledge. If I think

a substitution of any part or accessory is
advisable, I attend to it myself.

c~ "I buy my own gasolene and place it in the
tank personally." And here Oldfield smiled
at a reference to gasolene troubles of the
American team in the Irish contest. "I know
every throb of my engine, and when 1 line up

I for the start of a race both it and I are preopared for record breaking if the track and
« the weather are favorable.

Averaces 11 Record a. Week,
n
;e "I have raced every week since the opening
;e of tlvs season, and both myself and machine
is have been in top notch form in every contest,
it This is proved by the fact that I have aver,)faged at. least one record a week, and have

never had to slow up before the finish of a

'ay Was
Popular Route

d Cling to Passageway Un^ityHall Behind the
cil Chamber.

S TO WHICH IT WAS PUT;
.*

t- floor, which when lifted disclosed an iron
ig ladder that led to a little room. It is now
>d used by Mayor L<ow as a private office,
w "Many a good game of poker has been
le played, in that room. It was all 'in the fam

nily' and etakes were high. Chips were piled
t- deep around the table, and sometimes even
of when the Board was in session there would

float in the pauses of debate from the little
ly room below sounds that no man who ever
ig stretched his arms over green baize could
?d mistake.
tv "Seerccy was essential only at-times, and
si. at others, when the Board meeting had end:hed, a game would be started in the hall itseir,
re and in other rooms could be found members

counting out their money.
jf "It was right where these stairs came
10 down that in the clay of the 'boodlers'
r- 'Billy' Maloney, reading clerk, was chokcd
id by a member, who declared that Maloney
of had not given to him his proper share of
r- the consideration for passing a certain frans,chise."
-y "Was there much excitement when
ti- Tweed's downfall became imminent?" was
of another question that resulted in this remiitniscegce:.

DESERTED BX FEIEXD3.

"Poor Tweed. I went with Matthew Brenr-nan when he arrested 'the Boss' in the old
2r Metropolitan Hotel. How his friends fell
ig away from him then. I was standing at tne
in window in Tweed's room and I saw Mr.

Hackett, the Recorder, across the street with
a friend.
" 'There's Recorder Hackett,' I announced.

:lt; Tweed came to the window.
i* .< pjurl) Marty,' he said to me, 'tell John

to come over here a minute. Tell him I must
see him.'
"When I caught up with Mr. Hackett and

° touched him on the shoulder he said, 'What's
up now, Marty?' I gave him a nod and he
excused himself from his companion,

ps "'Mr. Tweed's over there," I said In a

whisper, 'and Brennan is with him. He's
1>r arrested and he wants you.'
m " 'Where is he?' asked the Recorder,
le << -There at the window now, looking at
° you.' And there was Tweed beckoning to

Hackett to come.
re << .Teju ]lim jt.s jmDOgsible,' said the Re-
3S corder. 'Impossible; not here. Let him come
r" to my house to-night.'

"When I told Tweed this he blurted out in
'S anger. 'The ingrate. He's one of the men,
e" Marty, that I have had to employ bell ring)rers for, just to fix the bells in my house, they

came there so often to get appointments for
their friends.'
"And that night we went to the Recorder's

le house and he wasn't there, and we drove
around for an hour and came back, and still
he wasn't there, and he never did come

0> home. The next day they took Tweed before
^ the Recorder, but Mr. Hackett had eent word

to a friend and asked him to sit in his place
y without telling the reason, and Tweed was

held to answer the charges."
Martin Keese's recollections of the City

Hall extend back to the days when its base1Sment was filled with prisoners. The last
n men confined there were murderers'of "Bill"

Poole, in 1855, and Mr. Keese recalls watchlcling Poole's funeral as it passed along Eroads.way.
Mr. Keese draws no comparison between

those days and these,- although he points
out that those prone to moralize may find
food for reflection in the fact that the Tweed

to secret stairway has been hidden for years
by the severe portrait of General Andrew

le Jackson, and it was by the removal of this
le picture that the passageway was rediscovleered.
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nor nave I had to have a single restart.
"Perfect familiarity with the track is almostas essential as familiarity with the

machine. Before I begin a race or record
trial I know the route I am to travel, as a
mariner knows the channels into a harbor.
I first get the lay of the surface, the slight
inclines and declines, if any, the bumps and
the humps, the soft spots and the hard
spots, the banking and the turns.
"I take the turns at all speeds, and at all

angles until they become so familiar to ma
that I could make them with my eyes shut,
if ] wanted to. Then, knowing where to
avoid bumps and soft soil, and where to find
even surfaces and hard soil, I look around
for my land marks, as it were, to guide me
during the race.
"That is one of the tricks of the business

that I should not give away," and Oldfleld
hesitated about describing the manner in
which he travels when making records. He
yielded when he became convinced that the
secret was already known to those who had
watched him closely at Empire Park.
"I do not attempt to hug the pole." he continued,"as do most of the chauffeurs I have

competed with. Before the start of a race

mum pniimncTc
oliiivimi uuLuiiuiu

IIBRBZIL STATES
About 350,000 Settled in

Santa Catharina and Rio
Grande do Sul.

.

GERMAN colonies in Brazil would
pass almost unnoticed in the Braziliancapital did not a German paper,
the Gazeta da Colonia, and an Americanenterprise frequently call attentionto them.
The Germans are settled in the

States of Santa Catharina and Rio Grande
do Sul. Exactly how many there are is not
known, because in Brazil no regular statisticsare kept. Official estimates, however,
place in these two cities about thr.ee hundred
and forty thousand Germans.ninety thousandin Santa Catharina and two hundred
and fifty thousand in Rio Grande do Sul.
Germans, especially in Santa Catharina,

form separate groups, which mix very little
with the Brazilians. They have their own

institutions, where only colony members are
to be met. There are also several schools, in
Which German is taught. Many sons of Germans,born in Santa Catharina, do not speak
a word of Portuguese. The same is true of
Italians and Poles. In Santa Catharina there
are some localities where Germans constitutealmost the total population, as in Blumenauand Joinville.

NEARLY ALL FARMERS.

Nearly all the Germans apply themselves
to farming and small industries and do not
mix in politics, although in the German
towns the municipal officers are almost exclusivelyGermans. Brazilians generally
look at them without interest and a serious
conflict has never taken place between Germansand Brazilians.
Germans have the reputation of being good

farmers. They are laborious and give certainimpulses to national life, without makingany effort to introduce modifications of
nafional policies.
The governments of Santa Catharina and

Rio Grande do Sul keep up a friendly intercoursewith the Germans, as with good
farmers, and,' when possible, take their
wishes into consideration. For this the Germansare very grateful. They resent the
idea that Germany could pretend to acquire
a part of the Brazilian territory, and many
declare they would oppose such a projectwith arms.
in Klo Grande do Sul the two hundred and

fifty thousand Germans are chiefly in Santa
Cruz, Taquary, Estrella, Lageado, St. Deopoldo,Montenegro, Caluj and Venancio
Ayres, being in the majority in each of these
municipalities. In Porto Alegre, capital of
the State, there is a German school, which
receives a subsidy from the Berlin government.

GERMANS IN OFFICIAL LIFE.
Two Germans.Dr. L,uiz Euglert and

Jacob Kroeff, colonel of the National
Guard.are members of the State Assembly.
In the national Congress there are also two
German-Brazilians.Juvenal Duller, a German'sson, and Germano Hasslocher, a
German's grandson. Among the officials of
the State of Rio Grande do Sul there are
some directors of bureaus who are German
or German-Brazilian. In Montenegro one of
the judges. Dr. Joaquim Bruifield, is a naturalizedGerman.
German colonists live principally in the

country included between the valleys of
Caluj, Taquary, Parduilio River and Sanos
River, a most fertile region. Most of the
export and import trade is in their hands,
and they also control one-third of the wholesalebusiness of the State.
In Santa Catharina German immigration

is stationary, but in Rio Grande do Sul it
has increased very much in recent years,
and will probably continue to increase.
After these two States th- mo?' important

German colony is in Parana, where about
10,000 Germans, 25,000 Poles and 22.000 Italjians are living. In all Brazil, it is estimated;

[ tliere are 105,000 Germans.
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FOURTH ' SECTIC®;'

Ambition 1
»

Expects to Travel the
Same Distance on a CircularCourse in Less <

Than Fifty Seconds. (
RACER IS A FREAK,

FOR TRACK ONLY

Built for Short Speed Trials It
Handicaps Machines Made \

for the Road.

HOW RECORDS ARE BROKEN

American Champion Describes
His Method of Covering an

Oval at Greatest Rate.

i have certain marks along: the outer op
inner edge of th^ oval fixed in my mind,
for which 1 aipi from various points of th® a
course. (' Before taking the first curve I run to the^
outer edge of the track, to a. point wher^
the curve begins. Then, turning sharply, L
aim for a mark in the inner edge of the
oval, about midway around the curve. Then,
hugging the inner .side of the circle closely,
I shoot into the backstretch. Here, however,1 do not turn sharply and hold the
pole. If 1 did that it would swing me wide
on the next turn.
"The instant I strike the stretch I change

the course just sufficiently to aim for a
'landmark' at the far end of the stretch on
the outside edge, just about where the next
curve begins. That mark will be a quarter.
of a mile or more away from me as 1 swing1
arOund the first turn and diagonally acj*0SS 1
the track, but 1 steer so true for it that mya
machine will not deviate more than a foot ^
or so either side of the mark I have selected.
"As I rush on to the mark so closely that

collision with it seems 'a certainty, the
crucial moment seems to flash upon me by
instinct, and with a sudden twist of the
steering) bar my course is changed like a
fork of lightning, and I am again aiming
for the inner edge of the track in the middle
of a curve.

Diasonnlly Across Track,
"Again, striking the home stretch, I airrl

diagonally for the far fide of the track; at
the beginning of the lower turn, again I turn
short as 1 seem about to dash through thefence, and am headed for the inner rim at
the centre of a curve. So it is repeated up
and down the stretches diagonally with the
circular ends of the course hugged only for
half of their distances leading into the
straights. ; I J
"Or course, this plan of riding a track car-m

ries me considerably over a mile on each
complete circuit. On the Empire course, for
example, where the stretches are one hundredfeet in width, must run from two hundredand fifty to three hundred feet more
than the mile each time around. This means

r> .u^>a ui nuin lvvu 10 lour seconds to the
mile. ,t; f
"On the other hand. I gain sojnething. for

I am enabled to take the curves at full.speed,
something which I have seen no other driver
do. At the Empire race meet I noticed particularlythat other machines lost tinv- on
the curves, which they failed to regain by
keeping in close to the pole in the runs gdown the straight." M
"Do you find a great physical strain attendantupon a rccord ride?" 1 asked Oidfield.
"The strain is terrific," he answered. "At .V

one time I competed on the cycle track, and
J tell you honestly there is less taken out
of one in a hard twenty mile cycle race
than in a five mile record trip with a motor
machine.

Mind Conociiirateil I'pon Speed.
"Throughout the ride my mental and

physical being is as a part of the great
machine beneath me. It supplies the power
and I supply the brain. The throbs of the
engine seem to be attuned to my own heart
throbs. My mind is concentrated upon one
object.speed."I see nothing- but my 'land marks' and
yellow soil that rapjnly disappears like an
endless ribbon beneath the machine. I shoot
up one side and shoot down the other side
of the yellow oval. I dash for one fence.
and then dash for another. Sometimes I I
follow a dust cloud that 1 instinctively real- J
ize to be my own trail.

'But always I dash from fence to fence:
always the yellow soil is being swallowed
beneath me; always I think of speed. Then
1 hear the signal that tells me it is over.
I shut off my power, and let the car run till
it stops. I am perspiring and wearied with.
the strain when 1 dismount.
"That is why," he concluded, "I do not

favor races of greater distance than five
miles. That is far enough to show the superiorityof one automobile over another..
of one driver over another. Go further and,
you have a procession, but a strain Is stm
there and increasing."

Trilintc to a Great Driver.
Barney Oldfield gave this description?

graphically, and G. I). Stewart, his man- V
ager, supplemented it with a tribute to thd;
skill of the master driver.
"If Oldfield had not the constitution, th«

eye, the brain and the nerve." he said, *'to
match the power of the engine, the records
he has already established would still be
among the possibilities, in work of this kind'
piore credit is due the man than the machine.I am confident Oidfleld could have
taken any other machine that competed at
the Empire meet and have gotten at least
three seconds more to the mile out of it?
than was shown there.''
He then told how immediately after an

exciting exhibition at Columbus, Ohio, in
which Oldfield had reduced the ten mile
track record to less than ten minutes, he
had been examined by two physicians, who
found his pulse very slightly accelerated and
other functions normal.
That ten mile record ride, by the way, is

the only tim" Oldfield has ever gone more /
than five miles in a public exhibition. Be- t
fore the season closes b°- contemplates an
Onslaught, on all automobile track records
up to and including twenty-five miles. Beyondthat distance h" thinks records should
be made only on the road. If no better
course presents itself he plans to go for
straightaway records on the Daytona beach,
Florida, in the fall.
Oldfield now holds all track marks up to

ten miles inclusive, the most notable times
being:.One mile. 55 4-">s..; five miles, 4m. 54s..
and ten mites, 9m. 54 4-5-:. in unofficial
trials he has covered. oneTOuarter mllo
stretches in twelve seconds and a shade better,while Ills best half is a fraction under
twenty-six seconds. A

No Comparison BetWteij Hoconl*.

no comparison c n !>< drawn betw» < n French ^
road records and American trac;k records.
Given the French roads, he belief ' s he could
establish an entirely new record slate for
short distances.
The best comparison, he thinks, of the

relative speed of his machine and foreign
built racers was afforded by the work of the
Panhard and Darracq automobiles, starters
in the Paris-Madrid racer that competed
at the Emsire meet. Built to travel sixty
and seventy miles an hour on the road they
were unable to approach his racer in soee'd
on the track But they were constructed for

VV11.LC uiuueiu : record
breaker, as has been shown, was designed
simply for track racing at limitc<i distances. 4
Old'floM is enthusiastic r the outlook for 1

automobile racing in this country. He has ,

calculated that more than one hundred thousandpersons have seen him break records
this year, the greatest number of spectators
at any one meet being 12.000. at Columbus,
Ohio. Wherever lie has competed great enthusiasmhas been shown.
Born in Wauseoii. Ohio, the champion automobiledriver is just twenty-five years of

age. By occupation he is a commercial traveller,though for several years he was prominenton the cycle track during the summer
seasons. He wa< at one time the amateur
champion of Ohio, and later gave great
promisa as a professional rider. He has also
gained reputation as an amateur boxer.
wrestler and bowler, being a natural all
round athiete.
He stands 5 fe?t 1! inches in height, though

|Strongly built, has a rugged appearance and!
curries no superfluous Ileali.


