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A MAJESTIC EIDIFICE,
HOVSE TS
NATIORRS VAST ARND

©
COMLECTTIONS

= ROUND for the new Natlonal M- %

seum at Washington, for which Con-
gress at s last sesslon voted an
appropriation of three and a half
million dollars, will be broken next
spring.

The new home for the priceless
and higtoric treasures which for a century
have been gathered after earnest effort by
the scientlsts of the United States will be
erected on the broad hdilevard which ex-
tends west from the Capitol to the spot
where the splendid monolith to Washinglon
now stands, The location will be in Smith-
sonian Park, south of the Smithsonian In-
stitution, with which it doubtiess will be
connected by an underground tunnel. The
principal publie entrance to the new museum
will be on B sireet, where Tenth street joins
the park.

While the architectural features for the
interior are subject to constant alteration
the general plan as at present mapped ous
will be followed. Complying with the request
of Congress, the front of the building will
be of ‘granite and in style to harmonlze with
the Capitol and the White Houge. Tt will be
a rectangular bullding, about 486 feet front
by #b feet deep and 80 feet in height. De-
signs call for four floors,

The first, and second flonrs will carry the
ehlef exnilbits. Other quariers of thé huild-
ing have not heen disposed of. Congross
gave amply, that no feature of the musenn
might lack essentials fo make It the first of
its kind In the world., The directors will al-
low a comfortable space for exhibition pur-
poses, while the laboratories and workrooms
wiil bhe fitted with the most complete tools
und sppurtenances money ean buy., The
afquipment will be as rich as this vast collec-
tiom of ohjects, pertaining to the history of
mun, of animals and of minerals, merits,
Smail Beginning.

The old quarters have always been cramped
for space, permitting none too comfiriable
an inspection of these interesting relica hy
the pullic. Thres and a half million duliara
{s an item out of proportion to the $5,000
setured from Congress in 1840 to carry this
work forward. It was at the time when the
colleetions from the United States E-_‘;ph.rlng
Expedition were received in Washinglon,
and from that perind down to this doy, and
largely sginca 180, through the efforts of
Spencer F. Baird, in that year appointed
assistant secretary of the Smithsonian In-
stitotlon, the results of many arduous re-
gearches and stirring expeditions will be
found in the new museinm.

Tt is quite obylous thal mention can be
made of only a few of the interesting ob-
jects that will A11 the new museum.

In the Department of Anthropology will be
material pertiining to North American In-
dians, as well as Bsquimaux. The collection
will be unrivalled, It will Include the por-
trafts of Indlahs palbted by George Cutlin
early last century. The collections of
the Burean of Ethnolpgy and the govern-
ment surveys: on, the west coast of the Pa-
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The Hall of History will be as elaborate as
the highest skill of the artisan can maks
ft. Here will repose Lthe furniture, por-
celain, glassware and other drticles from
Mount Vernon, as well as the Martha Wash-
ington china, presented by Van Braam; a
beautiful Nelderweller bowl, the personal

gift of the Comte de Custine in 172, and a

nearly comploete dinner service of na, dee-
orated with the insignia of the Society of the
Cineinnati. Besides this collestion will be

the tents, camp chest, field glass and writ-
ing case used by Washington during the War
of the Revolution. Also minlature portralts
of the General and Martha Washington,
painted on wood, by the artizt Trumbull,

The Grant Memorials

In thiz same hall will be found the me-
morials of Grant—the =addle, sword, fleld
glagges and other objects used by him dur-
ing his military career. They include his
commisslons in the army, from leutenant
by brevet during the Mexlcan War, up
through the several grades tb gene and
his certiflcate of President of the
States.

In the great eases will be found his hand-
somely mounted swords, gifts from -mon-
archs and people of other lands, and the hig
gold medal with which he was honored by
Congress for hig services durlng the clvil
war. Many other gifts regelved by Grant
during his tour of the world will be more
interesting when properily displayed in this
new musesm.

An Instruoetive hilstorle treasure will Be the
Yopp collection of housshold objects and
wearing apparel, Hlustrating the home life
of the New England colonists from £
the periad of the Revalution. The historie
ohjécts guthered under the agnsplees of Lhe
Booleties of the Daughteras of the American
Revolution Tand the Colonial Dames will be
exhibited i this hall.

The Sectlon of Trapsportation will he de-
voted to speciméns collected by Dr. J. .
Watkins, lllustrating the early history of
steamboat and of rallway transportation, in-
cluiling portlons of the logomotive Stour-
bridge TLion, the firet locomotive built for
traffic on the Western Continent: also the

original felegraph apparatus used by Henry
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FRONT ELEVATION CE THE NEW MUSEUM DUILDING

Thé ecolléctlon of birds” nests willl e mads
an Interesting feature of the new mussum.
It 18 wvery including many rarities.
amaong which may be mentioned a =single egg
of the great ank, as well as the fossll egg of
the epiprnis. the only speclmen known to
exist in the Whestern continent. Egually
valuahle 1z the ecollection of rentlles and
batrachlans, for, as the deposifory of the
.17:1'@_'- of the species deseribed “by Baird,
Girard, Kennicott, Cope and other dis-
tinguished herpetologists, it also will take
first rank.

In the Fish World

Ae extensive as the collection of fresh wa-
ter and littoral fishes of the United States Is
to-day, the department in the new bulld-
g will agoccommodate them with maore
space and freedom. The collection of Alas-
Kan fishes will be very large. It is not du-
pligated elsewhere. The collection of fishes
from tha Padific, especially Japanese Wi~
ters, made under the directipn of President
Jordan, of the Leland Stanford Junlor Unil-
versity, will have thelr type representatives
for the most part In the new museum as In
the ald.

Tha ecollection of mollusks will have the
best geries in the world, supplied with {he
fullest Aata of the land, fresh water, ghore
and deep sea mollusen of North America,
the Arctic regions; the North Atlantic and
Paclfic, and the Britlsh IsTinds. In the
totai number of specimens, the oollection Is
the largest In the world, Includihg more
than six hundred thousand specimens of dry
shells and five thousgand jars of aleaholie
mollvecan material.

Jarge,

The divislon of Inseets will form no small
part of the new muselim, It is under the
direction to-day of Dr L. O. Howard, an
authorlty on economic entomology.

The deprriment of geology will contain the
fallest eollectione typieal of the different
formations, as well as series—more than
three thousand in number—of bullding and
ornamental stones collected by the ienth
census, Also the series of lron ores—more

lection of gerns and the Leldy collection of
minerals, as well as a full spite of American
minerals. Also the meteorite collection of
Charles 7, Shepherd, which, with additions
wlill constitute a eolléetion in which 336 dis-
tinet falls are represented.

The eollectlons In paleontology are very
numerous and Include many of the rare
vertehrate fossils collected by Marsh and
Cope.

Heawy Correspondence

As to the many other activities, such as the
relntion of the musecum to the various expo-
sitiong that have been ehald both In this
country and abroad, therg is unfortunately
no space left in which to disouss such eqn-
nections: nor yet can we consider, as would
be interesting, the extensive carrespondence
thaf is carried on by the museum, for to its
differant officers are referred questions of &ll
sorts from every part of the country,
amounting during the course of & year to
nearly ten thousand letters.

In this brief and necessarily eketchy ac-
chunt, however, enough has been shown to
establilsh the fact that the mussum does
enntain valuable colleetions, of which the
nation should be justly proud. And it was
therafore with much satisfaction that the
scientifle world has recognlzed the t?cneﬂeunl
action taken by Congress In providing the
means for the construction of a suitable
building.

Among the Hlustrations to this artlls is
one showing the élevdation from the accept-
ed deslgn, made by the Washington nrehi-
tects Messre, Marshall & Homblower, and
also a ground plan of jis arrnngement is
given. The present assistant secretary, Dr.
Richard Rathbun, has devoted several of the
best years of his life to the study of museum
architecture and equipment, wnd it is safe
to say that the new buflding will he provided
with,all features necessary to make It com-
pare favorably sith musewmns abroad.

Indasd, the National Museum will he to
other museums what the splendid bullding in
.which the Library of Congress |s contalned
is to other lbrary bulldings throughout the

HAN OF MAIN FLOOR CF NEW U NATIONAL MUSEUM

GROUND
DUILDING; TO BE BUILT AT ONCE .

clfic Ogean In North Amerlca and in the Iamd Morse, a8 well as many specimens fllua-
Pueblo region of the Southwestéern TUnlted J trating the building of the Atlantie cable,

Btates are to-day the most expensive ever
assembled.
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Iprwented by the family of Cyrus W, Field.

Included will be the series showing the de-

velopment of eleetrical illumination, with |
apecimens of the early iamps used by Fdl-
gon and other inventors

Biological Specimens.

The department of biology will be greatly
enlarged. All of the type specimons of the
species of mammals deseribed by RBaird in
his work on Nerth American mammals, as
well as the Interegting colleotlons that have
been made In recent years by Dr, H. A,
Mearns, while serving g naturalist to the
Mexican Boundary Commission, will be in
this museum, The ecollec’'ions are not only
rieh in speelmens of American mammnis
but: also in those of other countries,
for the remarkable animals collected by Dr.
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W. L. Abbott in remofe parts of Asia and
Africi have heen gencrtiusly presented to the
musgeum by that travelier.

Congerning the bird collection, My, Robett
Ridgwsay, its ‘ourgtor, perhaps the fore-
most ornithelogist in the Unpited Statea
= that no collection of birds in the world
compires with that of the TUnited States
National Museum in value or importance as
a basig for sclentific investigation already
accomplistied or yet to be 'done, .sinte 48
MANY spec as posslhle, with the facilities
&t hand, are represented by large series of
gpecimens from all parts of their gaographi-
ol range and of all varlations dependent
upon cllmate, =ex, age or other circum-
stances.

' HALL oF HINIORY, PRESENT MUSEUM.

than two thousand hand specimens—also col-
lected by that census. In the divislon of
minerals will be the valuable Istne Lea col-
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world, and will be as well & most aceeptable
addition to the architecture of the newer
and beautiful Washington,
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First Duty of Military Attache Assigned to Duty Abroad Is to Marr{yha Rich Wife.

He Must Live Like a Tradi-
#onal Lord and He Cannot
Contract Debts.

Ol will probably go broke, but
If that happens the War Depart-
ment will send you money enough
to feteh you and your family
home again.'’

It was a high War Department
officlal who made  this remark
only the other day, In conversation with a
young nrmy officer, who was on the polnt of
going abroad as military attaché at a for-
eign capital,

It has come to be recognized in the mill-
tary service of thls country that certain
assignments of duty which are easiest and
most agreeable are held for wealthy officers
axclusively. The poor man hes no chance
whatever to get them—mot because of any
prejudice on the part of the authorities, but
for the reason that nobody who has not
plenty of money can afford to necept an ap-
pointment of the kind

These are the places of miliitary attachés
at Parls, Berlln and other European capi-
tals, They are filled always by officers who
tiave means of their own, by the help of
which they are able tp meet the obliga-
tions and perform the duties of a position
practically !mpossible for a poor man. Rep-
ragenting, as they do, In a quasi-diplomatic
sense, the war power of the United States,
and obliged as they are to mix on intimate
terms with great people, both soclally and
officially, they are required to spend money
freely. Congress glvee them nothing In the
way of speclal allowance, and, aside from
thelr reguilar pay, they must depend upon
their own resources for making ends meet,

Buropean governments usually allow about
$5,000 & year lto each of their military at-
tachés for such extra expenses as they are
obliged to meet. We maintain the same
kind of service, with a view to keeping track
of the latest Improvements in the art ol war,
but try to et it for nothing. Consequently,
-assignments to this kind of duty necessarily
go to wealthy officers who are glad enough
to spend a few thousands of dollars per an-
num out of their own pockets for the sake
of living in a gay foreign clty and seelng the
best of its soclety undeér the most favorable
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comparative leijsure and freedom from the
ordinary irksome routine of a soldier’s duty.

The military attaché is a high fiver of
fashion, He s frequently the guest of the
“overelgn, I8 entertsined at court and Is re-
garded as a personage of consgquence, From
a socldl point of view the opportunity he
enjoyvs, together with his family, if he has
any, is enviable. He Is invited everywhers
| and is necessarily obliged to give frequent
|-‘nterm1nrnenls. particularly dloners. It is
| out of the question for him to live cheaply
He must rent a handsome house, of, If he
prefers to put up at a hotel, must occupy
Al exnensgive aulte of rooms,

It would be grotesquely absurd to suppose
that all this could be done on the pay of a
subaltern in the United States army, and at
y the present time seven of our elght military
attachés gbroad are below the rank of major,
Ordinarily the house pr sulte of rooms which
an officer occupying such d position must

circumstances Imaginable, while enjoying § hire will cost pretty nearly twice his salary,

"

He is obliged, In addition, to have an office,
with a reception room attached, the latter
belng réquired by European etiquetta. There
must be a clerk to ik dlter the otfce and
nttend to the routine busin and his pay
met lkewise come out of the pockat of o
attaché. A good deal of tramnslating has to
be done, and for this salso the attaché must
pay.

In short, he Is obliged 1o lwve Hke a& jord
1l is not permitted to run In déebt, 1f he
¢s to the theatre he oceuples a Box., When
he trayels it must be a= a person of distine-
tion. Fle Has to do a good dea) of travelll
In order to vigit the arsenals, gun Tac P
and other places where useful Information is
to be obtained. Necessarily he gtops alwaye
at the best and most expensive hotels, and
during the anny manoedve whir
conducted on 80 & INOHE #E imlte
of real war, He must assume all the Imy
tance of a general In the field, with =er-

vants, orderlies and horses to accompany

On these pecasions he §s the guest of
es with the officers of the

him
the goverelgn, m &g

staff ond places himeelf under obligations
which can be Hguidated only by liberal ex-
penditure in one way or another.

Thus it comes about that the War Depart-
moent, oual of ne ¥ mere has adopted
the policy of conferring theése very atirac-
and desirable positlons upon officers
haveé fortunes to baek them It iz an
od thing that they are practically
and to give Uncle

Sam the be
useful for w

As g rule, it is the
yad who furnish the

wives of
money, = 1y be 1 that the first
fmportant step toward becoming a military
attaché Is to marry a rich woman. The offl-
ecer Who m les money, the phrase Is, can

in W =h.1m."L-'=n goclal Influence
I¥ to abtiin for him the much

bring to bheat
which Is 1k

prized assignment. ~ At all ‘eyents, that is

the way In which such things are commonly
brought about.

Bome years ago Congress appropriated the
munificent sum of £10 a week for each of
our military attachés, to pay extra expenses,
This, however, was cut off. It iz easily
Imagined how far £10 a week would EO
toward lauidating the pecuniary obligations
of =uch B guasl-diplomatic ofcial at a for-
elgn capital, who Is obliged as & matter of

course to belong to several fashionable
clubg ond In all respects to keep “In the
swim' with the great folks who are his
official and soecinl intimates and supposed
equals. A point worth mentioning inciden=

tally ia that he i= obliged by Buropean cus-
tom to ar at all times in full dress uni-
form. That he miust keep a carriage goes
without saying, Inasgmuch as it would be
hlghly unbecoming that he should go about
on | foolt,

We have at the present time military at-
tachés at Paris, Berlln, London, Vienna,

Posts Are Generally Held for
Those Who Can Afford
the Luxury.

Toklo, Pekin, Havana and Caracas, Thelr
husiness ls to plek up all obtalnable Infor-
mation of war matters, especially the latest
[deus and Improvements in guns, fortifica-
tions, equipments, means of transportation,
supplies and etrategic methods.

The notion that they act as sples In any
sense is wholly erraneous. They are, strict-
ly speaking, the guests of the soveraign of
the country in which they are located, and
it Is taken for granted thiat they will not
violate the ordinary rileg of hospliatity.
They are not on the lookout to discover se-
erets, but are acquiring such hints In tha
art of war as are to be obtained apenly by
observation and with the approval of the
government to which they are accredited.

TUp to the presant time tha natlons of Eu-
rope have looked upon the United States as
practically a neutral Power, and on this ae-
count have been comparatively nnreserved
in glving Information to us. It may be that
in the future they will be less communl-
eative, now that Uncle Sam has steppoed’into
the darena of the world's politlps. At almost
no cost we hHoave had the bengfit of the
knowledge mained through enormously ex-
pensive experiments made by others. We
have gone, in pther words, to a free sthool
for war, and many of our most wvaluable
lesson books have been written by oot mill=
tary attachés at Berlin, Paris and elsewhere.

THe General's Nose.

LlKE Cyrano de Bergerae, Genera]l B—,

of the regular army, weas posecssed of &

nose which execlted curfosity, If not com-

ment, wherever he appeared. At one of
tha hops glven at the post the dancers wors
fancy dreass and masks:. The General's part-
ner chanced to be a vivaclous young thing
who had never met him before. Nor waa
she any the wiser as to his [dentity when,
followlng the custom at mask balls, he re-
moved the covering from hia face, His part-
ner followed suit and her prattle ceased for
a while, Then she remarked, reproachfully,
‘4Oh, but it Isn't falr. You haven't taken off
your nose!"




