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Turkey's Former Sultan [s Rig-
orously Confined in the Villa
Allatini, Salonica—The Mys-
‘tery That Enshrouded Him in

 Yildiz Kiosk Still Surrounds 8
Him—Abandoned by Many of §
His Wives and Household, He
Fears Death by Poison and His
Mind Has Failed

Abdul Hamid IL
From:a Photograph Taken in 1572,
When the Suitan was 30 years Old.

{From Le Monde Iiustré,)
Sarosica. Turkey. |

b BDUL: HAMID:. is alive!
The former Sultan is in|
Nulonica and lias not been

aecretly conveved to Con-

stantinople,
" Those are the replies Lol

two recently circulated
reports which have told of the former Sul-
ian's demise and of hiz having been )
spirited away during the night to theé capi-
tal, The latter raport was merely founded
upon the passage of a train full of muni-

tiong, concerning which quite special pre-1
cilifions were taken. {

If you want to sar yourself a difficult
tiiek it is in coming to Saloniea and 1r_\'iug|
here to find out some details concerning ['nt’!
physical condition and mofe of life of the
deposed Bultan, who for so many years

was the political ehess plager who kept

Abdul Hamid I1.
From a Portrait Taken in 1887, When
the Sultan was 45 Years Oid,

( From L'Iilustration.)

under their own eyes, guarded by them-
selves, anid ahove all away from the
capital, where they thought bhe might
possibly hiave eseapea,

To-day I walked around the willa on
three sides, . The main road rins along
one gide, the torthern, There is nothing
but a bare wall to be seen, df the centre

of which is a walled up gateway ‘of large

&, Lynx eyed gentries watch the passers,
Any ong lingering s promptly requested
o move on. On the tliree otlier sides no
one is allowed to go anywhere near the

walls, and sentries about fifty yands apart

jealonsly ‘mount guard, and any one ap-)

proaching is likely to be shot at without
parley. An enterprising innocent Eng-
lishmnn recently tried 1o take g photo-
grapli. The whiz of a bullet set him
running, So there are not many photo-

graphs of the Allatini house—none of the
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rirnlua his wives hawve been UClrdgssian
beautiss, Ag a race the Circassisn women
are rare types of refined and artistic loye-
liness.
Strike in the Harem.
A little more than a year ago, owing to
the ditltiess of life within the walls at the

in the lllustrated

Allatini residence, there was a strike or

upheaval in the harem. Up to that time

| Abdu]l Hamid had ‘had for his amusement

A jester and a musician. The disconténts
appealed to the authorities to be released,
ang, as the former Snltan made no ob-
jeetion, the jester and the musician, a son
and ten of the wives were entrained ong
night for Constantinople, It was given
owt that they had gone to the capital to
attend a wedding. Anyhow, they never

roturned, and over =lnce Abdul Hemid
hue deplored the meagreneas of his harem.

Since that night upon which the bulk
of the former Sultan's people abandonsd
liim the neighhors have observed that all
life seems to have left the Allatini villa.
It is inferred that that was the final coup
which settled npon the former monarch
and left him in a state from which he has

never recovered. The shutiers remain

the diplomatists of Europe busy, and w l“|1r1:13ru.-r. at all evefits, since the Sultan

wns o skilled in the game that he usually | kns heen tlere.

gaw |wenty moves ahead, whilse the am- Sentinels Will Fire.

Dnssndors at Constantineple saw but {Wo| o get a view of the two sides, east

or thres, and sonth, a hig detonr had to be made
Abdal Hamid here in lhis confinement| throngh fields filled with o runk srawth

as the prisoner of his people & enveli

in much the same 111}'5#1!5‘,\' as he was in
Yildiz Kiosk at Constantinople, and|
rumors and reports wulimited circolate
concerning him—most of them inventions,

n very few approachiog the truth,

The former Sultdnas most people Know,
lives in' the villa Allating, whére le lm.ul

pow resided sone two and o half years.

ofia prickly dead weed. The sentinels all |
round the walls mesnwhile were L.“u]riJ!L:i
a vigilant eye upon the movements of my
[T,

The wall used to be one metre high;
it i now thrice that height. Ingide and
out it is heavily picketed. A military|

giardhonse of considerable dimensions is

| i o of
jon the north side across the road. A the|

ndon News. closed and the house looks deserted.
As in the times of yore at Yildiz, Abdul
Ml amid still retains & great fearfulness for
'a-"?;ju' his personal safety, His enisine is simple—
ﬂg-“’e ‘ Lc,'l,ed # that is to say, it Is essentially Turkish, |.
{s e ' consisting Inrgely of mutton, chicken, rice,
> reof O{b & EEL ' ]
’!'{:‘ Uce, b)" th s vegetables and fridts.
e N et
1, “DUg',r'; to at Each dish is, as was the case in Yildiz,
“Cep ..§‘ f ¢ ip 1 a 1] brought up from the kitchen bound round
s L] q,
i : it ace ally rl ) ! .
bdul Hamid IL ’ with tape and sealed with red wax. That

From s Portrait Taken in 190&

solntely - forbidden to all except those
known to be direetly connected with the

honsehold, aud they consist-almost salely

a cpntractor, a doctor and.a barber,

sealing is a primary precaution, so that
the food cannot be tampered with on the
way from the 'kitchen. But that is not
enough for ‘this strange man, whose sus-

piciousness takes the form of mania, and

that mania restlves itself into the fixed

His dwelling andiprison consist of o Inrge’ gouih soldiers nserd to camp ents “Now Hh all three of whom are warned that any | Of late the former ruler mikes no reply.

square buill red riled house; in modern yunte have heen replaced with neaf white indiseretioh, will Be severely punished, Abnuia year ago ho used 1o ask that his

French siyle, which springs outns o notef{yavihonses with red tiled. foofs. Bl Razim Bey, a colonel and warm:sup-) " wsehold In other wonds,

of ‘colon from a_groxe of very dark greeniy, one is allowed to approacl. Any one purter of the Young Turk party, is pey :i'“ wasted more wives

pine trees which surround it on all sldes. e T T L e sonally charged with the responsibility of | If you-a=zk Razim Bey how

They are up to the weond story nuw, and R R AT o s e the keeping cof the eratwhile Sultan, e Soltan iz e will Tavadably reply

in o few yeams all their povsen( mite of th _llllll'(»,p]l‘ ol stratigms AT of tha itog: I a mnn of severe aspecl and few words, | happy. Hedoes got wetry 4 bowt anything,

growth the' trees will entively hide the mringent mitare, and they are “Tire at His duty is to =ee Abdul Hamid once n|and intdeed hie has inoreased in seight of |
. . brilding. : e X day, and he goes r"n‘-mgl- the formality of 'i!-u:. |

P Siatein's Prison: There is a road ronning down the west |#9sking if \Ul’-""' is wnythiog the prigoner| Bt bebind those words of (he gnardian

side of the Allatind property. That'is ab-|wants

imperinl prisoter there is a eryptis

{ i doposition in 1901, after the second revo

The Allatiai honse was built by an Ital-
inn. Bour erchant whe had settled here,
aiid when he died il was sold lo a com-
pany, which' in torn disposed of it to the
Rtnte for Ly purpose of using it ws a place

of confinement for Abdul Hamid upon his

lution.

Ahdul Hamid wupon Nis Jownfall tried
in everr wiy poszible o be allowed fo
inhatit a palace on lhe Asiatic side of
the Bosphorfs, the one, 4 Beantiful huild

e, svhich bad been vpilt to shelter o

well kuown Empress upon Iwer visit {o the

Turkish capitnl

But the Younz Turks were obdurate.
Fearful of a reactisnary ‘movement in
favor of the Padizhah, who was intensely
beloved of the old Turks, nnd not at all
gure of their pwn positions, they insisted

that Abdul Humid leswve the capital,

S0, silentls and socretly, in the middle
of the pight, with o minimum of baggige,
accompunied by sevenceen wives, who
made themselves conspicuous by their
lamentations, heé was with seant ceres

mony despatehed to Salonica, That city

wns selected bhecause of vits heing the
6eal of the Young Tark party. and its

|
The Allatini Villa—
The Prison of Abdul Hamid.
’:_.
idea that he will, one day or another. meet
fleath by poison. Accordingly, when the
dishes are opened the cook other
member of the usehiold et led
tn taste thereof first, Not unti]l tlis has
been aceomplished wilk- Abdul Hamid ant
b lof anything,
- — - i ; = . l Even the doctor is
The Allatini Villa as It Appr_arcd Before the Wall Was Built. cion, and
) caomir phise,

S L —— - — i L | Ahdul Hamid » certain régin

weaning, 1tz true thd) the former H-r'.’:{‘!l\‘- hich he proved himself quite skilful. But|illustrions patient invariably

| is Dot unhagppy, but if he be bappy it i3 that he has up. He does net|[the doctor himself partaking of the

in the megative form of a Ham who has|rend. N wspiapers have bean ‘offered !-_;;z_:_i»;:,.-.

ceused to Know what zolug on. '!'iu»-!“-- dées not look at them, He knows noth-|ahout it Hé himself pi o

truth is, (hat for a year past sofltening --.Fi,_li_n of ‘whinl goes on in the outer' world.|that the doctor must |

the brain has set in, and the inte IIJ-|1],- talkx to & in-law who lives swillow and no other. It reminds on

SR vhich used ! peainst | swith him, bt he not roemember the{sn event some seven or eight years ago,

1l the combinations of

mosl Huporta
Burope, and so often bert them, is to-day | mental state

no. more, and Abdul Hawid i o menotal

nullity. He does sothing, He used 10| wife,a Circassian, aged t.oenty-sight, wi

wmembers wished to have their arch eneIy | Seme of Abdul Hamid Il's

5 of his reign. His{when Dr. Bergmann told the reigning Sul-

ig, I sm assured, owing. to|tan that his daughter would have to be

i daughter of one of the members of the
court to see what came of if,
The Sultan’s Fear.

Yeat nnother instance of Ahdul Hamid's
faar les in the existenpe of that thrae
metre high wall around the property. For-
merly it was but a metre high) with reils
and brick posts at intetvals, But when it

|eame to obtnining Tis signature for the

£1,600,000 which Iny in the Dentsche
Bank, during which a good deal of bully-
ing and coercion had to be used, the pris-

oner finally gave way npon the promise

that the main gafe on the high rond would
be dene away with and the space it ocen-
pied plastered up, and that a wall three]
meires high shonld be built all around the II
property, His reason for this was a féar
lest hie fhight be shat down by people out-
side:
| ’

While the formér monarch issthus mi-
nutely-parefyl conrerning his own saféty,
the Young Tuorks are just as precisely so-
licitous that he shonld oot possibly escnpe,
and there is no manter of doubr, in spite
of constant official sssurances that Alwlul
Hamid is quite happy. that his captivity
has heen earried out with & vigor which is
searcely justifiahble,

The Young Turks, who are intensely shy
about nny reference to Abdul Hamid, as-
sert that their captive lias all liberty witihe
in the biz outer walls of the properiz.
That, from what I hear on what I am
bound fo consiider as good authority, is
untrue. What is told me Js this :—That
the imperial prisoner occupies thes first
floor, and that he iz confined to that e
is neither allowed th deseend to the ground
Aoor nor ascend Lo the second story.. Above
all, that he is not allowsd to go out inte
the garden, and that he hasg tdever been oat
sinece his arrival lere, This last is an in-
coptrovertible fuct. The Young Tovlks
whest 1 tackled them with this as unriglt‘
assured we thut be does nol care to come
vt for exervise and that he seldom went
b at Yildiz,

The procautions takey 1o prévent soy
one reaching the prisoner are extrems, [
asked to have an mterview with him and
was ‘mel (with snreastic langhter and)a
very ocmphatic negalive.  *‘Impossibla ™
said 8 Yonng Turk leader. “Amdnl Hamid
s dead to the world and na one will ever

sope him alive again ™
-

It biys Been told me, and it is quite withs
in the possibilities of the situation and is
backed Iy the above words guoteds that

should nny, revolution break ouf mnd the

Young Turk panty find itself in poril one
of the first orders given would be the px-
termimation of the prisoner of the ADsting
villa =

Launching #t a villa within a stObe’s

th¥ow of the Allatini house I was mther
surprisad to find an ordinfry net wite fanees
laronnd the garden where a8 wall would
have  antorally suggested itself as more

OTRAMEn wnd nsefull

“Oh, yes," said the owner. “No wnlle

here, _ We are notAlldwed to build them**
z #

And it was quit® true,

No one having o' villn within rifle ripge
of the Allatini villa is allowed to have a
wall, For behin® sneh walls friends of
the former Sultan might tnke shelter when
attempting n rescue of Abdal Hamid, Thos
even Rami Bey, the Yonng Turk member

of|lof Parlinment, who has a wvilla befwaen

« Allatimi villa nnd the s28, sy not

build the wall he desired and began around

hiz garden. Ships al=o might contuin res-

the abuses of the harem. He has oneloperated upon for appendicitis, Ahdullening parties, 50 all ves
| Hamid. insisted thersupon that a similar|forbidden anchoring Anywhere in the hay

|while away his time in'carpentering, at|whem he is enamored. With few #xi‘ep‘Jop#ralinn should first be performed upuufnr'ar the Allatinl villa.
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