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eBDUJL. HAMID is alive! J
The former Sultan is in Cl

alonica and has not been p
secretly conveyed to ConThose

are the replies to 0

^two recently circulated p

reports wmcn nave com or me mimei oui- 0

tan's demise tand of his "having been s;
W spirited away during the night to the capi- ^

tal. The latter report was merely founded ^
H upon the passage of a train full of muni- 0

tions, concerning which quite special pre- w

BBk cautions were taken. j(
If you want to set yourself a difficult ip

task it is in coming to Salonica and trying p
here to find out some details concerning the j;
physical condition and mode of life of the g
deposed Sultan, who for so many years n

was the political chess player who kept
the diplomatists of Europe busy, and who jr
was so skilled in the game that he usually jn
saw twenty moves ahead, while the ambassadorsat Constantinople saw but two

or three. a
TT :j i,~v:.i
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as the prisoner of his people is enveloped 0

in much the same mystery as he was in r<

Yildiz Kiosk at Constantinople, and a

^ rumors and reports unlimited circulate p
* concerning him.most of them inventions,

a very few approaching the truth. it
The former Sultan, as most people know, 0

lives in the villa Allatini, where he has g
now resided some two and a half years. 0

His dwelling and prison consist of a lai'ge g(

square built red tiled house, in modern
French style, which springs out as a note g
of color from a grove of very dark green n

pine trees which surround it on all sides. S(

They are up to the Second story now, and 0

/ in a few years at their present rate of (|
growth the trees will entirely hide the ^

v
, building. 0

The Sultan's Prison.
SI

The Allatyni house was built by an Italianflour merchant who had settled here,
and when he died it was sold to a company,which in turn disposed of it to the I
State for the purpose of using it as a place
of confinement for Abdul Hamid upon his

|| deposition in 1D0D, after the second revoBlution.

Abdul Hamid upon liis downfall tried
I in every way possible to be allowed to

inhabit a palace on the Asiatic side of
the Bosphortts, the one, a beautiful build~~Tnc,which had been built to shelter a

well known Empress upon her visit to the
Turkish capital.
^ But the Young Turks were obdurate.

Fearful of a reactionary movement in
favor of the Padishah, who was intensely

Byt, beloved of the old Turks, and not at all
BP^ sure of their own positions, they insisted

that Abdul Hamid leave the capital.

B| So. silently and secretly, in the middle
of the night, with a minimum of baggage,
accompanied by seventeen wives, who
made themselves conspicuous by their
lamentations, he was with scant cereHmony despatched to Salonica. That city
was selected because of its being the
seat of the Young Turk party, and its
members wished to have their arch enemy ]
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the Sultan was 45 Years Old.

(From L'liluatrationJ
nder their own eyes, guarded by themelTes,and above all away from the
ipital, where they thought he might
ossibly have escaped.
To-day I walked around the villa on

iree sides. The main road runs alopg
ne side, the northern. There is nothing
ut a bare wall to be^seen, at the centre
f which is a walled up gateway of large
ze. Lynx eyed sentries watch the passers,
.ny one lingering is promptly requested
) move on. On the three other sides no

ne is allowed to go anywhere near the

alls, and sentries about fifty yards apart
;alously-'mount guard, and any one aproachingis likely to be shot at without
arley. An enterprising innocent Engshmanrecently tried to take a photoraph.The whiz of a bullet set him
inning. So there are not many photoraphsof the Allatini house.none of the
iterior, at all events, since the Sultan
as been there.

Sentinels Will Fire.
To get a view of the twb sides, east
ud south, a big detour had to be made

trough fields filled with a rank growth
f a prickly dead weed. The sentinels all
iund the walls meanwhile were keeping
vigilant eye upon the movements of my
arty.
The wall used to be one metre high;
is now thrice that height. Inside and SC

kiut it is heavily picketed. A military
uardkouse of considerable dimensions is
n the north side across the road. At tJlie
JUth soldiers used to camp out. Now the

3

mts have been replaced with neat white
111

uardhouses with red tiled roofs. But
o one is allowed to approach. Any one

'

j doing takes his life in his hands. The
rders to the soldiers on duty regarding
re approach of strangers are of the most

kringent nature, and they are "Fire at
nee!"
There is a road running down the west af

ide of the Allatini property. That is fib- w

J.
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Abdul Hamid II. f but fjSltt'n£ atFrom a Portrait Taken in 1904 ^ŷ

ilutely forbidden to all except those
aown to be directly connected with the

nisehold, and they consist almost solely
a contractor, a doctor and a barber,

1 three of whom are warned that any Of late the former ruler

discretion^ will be severely punished. About a year ago he used
Razim Bey, a colonel and warm sup- >usehold be increased,
irter of the Young Turk party, is per- he wanted more wives,
mally charged with the responsibility of If you asE Razim Bey
te keeping of the erstwhile Sultan. He Sultan is he will invariabl;
a man of severe aspect and few words, happy. He does not worry
is duty is to see Abdul Hamid .once a and indeed he has increai
ly, and he goes-through the formality of late."
iking if inhere is anything the prisoner But behind those words

ants. |of the imperial prisoner I

j|j| jjjjj

meaning. It is true that
is not unhappy, hut if hr

I 4 in the negative form of
ceased to know what is
truth is, that for a year i

fiPfPf the brain has set in. and
»i genee which used to matt

^ ,5" 'h'" combinations <.f fin
i Europe, and so often beat
no niore. and Abdul Hat

.^! ...nullity. He does nothin;

sjmngcr Soasr .

while away his time inm
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HUntil some time ago, Abdul Hamid received U|
Aamonth, but£200has beengiven to one of his /j
Blo that his monthly allowance is reducedbyth^^^AButwith thatsum he hasquit^M[^AHamided^^j ..uughtogo r

.0 well, is an early riser, smokes |
.most continually, and is a particularly /
f tobacco. From time to time he may be (

one ofthe windows ofthe Aljatini Villa, \
t he thinks himself observed he disap-

.

II

as It Appeared Before the Wall Was Built.

ip formrr Svnltfln wbipfo W nrnvppl liim^lf rmitp skilful]
bo happy it is that he has long, given up. He doe:

a man who has read. Newspapers have been offered
going on. The He d<4es not look at them. He knows
>ast softening of ing of what goes on in the outer v

the great intelli- He talks to a brother-in-law who
?h itself against with him, 'but he does not remembe
? diplomatists of most important events of his reign.
them, is to-day mental state is, I am assured, owii

nid is a mental the abuses of the harem. He has
?. He used to wife, a Circassian, aged tventy-eight,
carpentering, at whom lie is enamored. With few e

1
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tions his wives, have been. Circassi
beauties. As a race the Circassian worn

are rare types of refined and artistic lo^

liness. *

Strike in the Harem.
A little more than a year ago, owing

the dulness of life within the walls at t

Allatini residence, there was a strike

upheaval in the harem. Up to that til
Abdul Hamid had had for his amuseme

I a jester ana a musician, rue aiscouiei

appealed to the authorities to be releasi

an(J, as the former Sultan made no <

jection, the jester and the musician, a s

and ten of the wives were entrained c

night for Constantinople. It was giv
ou't that they had gone to the capital
attend a wedding. Anyhow, they nei

returned, and ever since Abdul Han
has deplored the meagreness of his hare

Since that night upon which the bi
of the former Sultan's people abandor
him the neighbors have observed that
life seems to have left the Allatini vil
It is inferred that that was the final co

I H which, settled upon the former monai

and left him in a state from which he 1

[ never recovered. The shutters rem?

!. closed and the house looks deserted.
As in the times of yore at Yildiz, Abe

^ *11amid still retains a great fearfulness
\ his personal safety. His cuisine is siimph
f that is to say, it is essentially Turki

consisting largely of mutton, chicken, ri

vegetables and fruits.

Each dish is, as was the case in Yild

brought up from the kitchen bound rou

with tape and sealed with red wax. T1

sealing is a primary precaution, so tl
the food cannot be tampered with on I

way from the kitchen. But that is i

enough for this strange man, whose si

piciousness takes the form of mania, a

that mania resolves itself into the fis

^

iiiia

The Allatini Villa.
The Prison of Abdul Hamid.

5>

idea that he will, one day or another. m<

death by poison. Accordingly, when t

dishes are opened the cook and one oth
member of the household is compell
to taste thereof first, ;\ot until tnis n

been accomplished will Abdul Hamid e

of anything.
Even the doctor is not free from sus]

cion, and with him it assumes a ser

comic phase. Thus, when he has order
.- Abdul Hamid a certain regime of pills, t

But illustrious patient invariably insists up
s npt the doctor himself partaking of the me

him. cine, and that there may be no tricke
noth- about it he himself picks out the pill, a

rnrld. that is the one which the doctor me

lives swallow and no other. It reminds one

r the an event some seven or eight years a.%
His when Dr. Bergmann told the reigning Si

ig to tan that his daughter would have to

one operated upon for appendicitis. Abd
with Hamid insisted thereupon that a simil

xcep-J operation should, first be performed up-
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an a daughter of one of the members of the
en court to see what came of it.

The Sultan's Fear.
Yet another instance or Abdul Hamid's

fear lies in the existence of that three
to metre high wall around the property. Forhemerly it was but a metre high, with rails
or and brick posts at intervals. But when it
me came to obtaining his signature for the
nt £1,600,000 which lay in the Deutsche
its Bank, during which a good deal of bullyed,ing and coercion had to be used, the pris- m

>b- oner finally gave way upon the promise
on that the main gate on the high road would
me' be done away with and the space it occu- j 1
en pied plastered up, and that a wall three
to metres high should be built all around the

,-er property. His reason for this was a fear
lid lest he Slight he shot down by people out- I
m. side.

While the former monarch is thus mi- H
Lefl nutely careful-concerning his own safety, H

the Young Turks are just as precisely so- H
licitous that he should not jiossibly escape,

UP and there is no manner of doubt, in spite
of constant official assurances that Abdul

ias Hamid is quite happy, that his captivity
lin has been carried out with a rigor which is

scarcely justifiable.
^Ul The Young Turks, who are intensely shy
'ur about any reference to Abdul Hamid, as-

sert that their captive has all liberty withSill' in the big outer walls of the property.
That, from what I hear on what I am

bound to consider as goipd authority, is
^z> untrue. What is told me is this:.That
n'* the imperial prisoner occupies the first
iat floor, and that he is confined to that. He
iat is neither allowed to descend to the ground
:'ie floor nor ascend to the second story. Above
1()t all, that he is not allowed to go out into
J6" the garden, and that he has never been out
nt* since his arrival liere. This last is an in:e(*controvertible fact. The Young Turks,

when I tackled them with this as unrighdip
assured me that he does not care to come

out for exercise and that he seldom went
out at Yildiz.
The precautions taken to prevent any

one reaching the prisoner are extreme. I
asked to have an interview with him and
was met with sarcastic laughter and a

very emphatic negative. "Impossible!"
said a Young Turk leader. "Abdul Hamid
is dead to the world and no one will ever

see him alive again!"
It has been told me, and it is quite witfh-^

in the possibilities of the situation and is
backpd by the above words quoted, that
should any\ revolution break out and the
Young Turk party find itself in peril one

of the first orders given would be the exterminationof the prisoner of the Allatini
Villa.

?et
Lunching at a villa within a stone's

throw of the Allatini house I was rather
ier

, surprised to find an ordinary net wire fenceed
^

all around the garden where a wall would
have naturally suggested itself as more

ornamental^and useful.
"/OV, mo" o-o ;,1 "V.-'.
V^u, JCO, OCllU LULC UWUCI. xlU waus

jo_ here.
,
We are no^(lI<Jwed t<5 build them."

,p(j And it was quite true.

he No one having a villa within rifle range
on of the Allatini villa is allowed to have a

di- wall. For behir such walls friends of

ry the former Sultan might take shelter when
nd attempting a rescue of Abdul Ilamid. Thus
ist even Rami Bey, the Young Turk member
of of Parliament, who has a villa between
jo, the Allatini villa and the sea, may not

"

il- build the wall he desired and began around
be his garden. Ships also might contain res- ^
ul cuing parties, so all vessels are strictly
ar forbidden anchoring anywhere in the bay
on near the Allatini villa.


